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The Statistical Council of the Republic of Slovenia
at its 42nd regular session on 6 May 2013
discussed the Report on the Implementation of the Annual Programme of Statistical Surveys 2012
and adopted the following

DECISION
»The Statistical Council of the Republic of Slovenia, at its 42nd regular session on 6 May 2013, under
item 3 of the agenda, took note of the Report on the Implementation of the Annual Programme of
Statistical Surveys 2012 and proposed to the Director-General of the Statistical Office of the Republic
of Slovenia that, taking into account comments by Council members, the Report be adopted.«

Anuška Ferligoj, Ph.D.
President of the Statistical Council
of the Republic of Slovenia
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Introduction
Despite demanding circumstances, the Statistical Office of the Republic of Slovenia and authorised
producers of national statistics successfully conducted the surveys and implemented the tasks planned
with the Annual Programme of Statistical Surveys for 2012. We followed strategic goals and activities
stipulated by the Medium-Term Programme of Statistical Surveys 2008–2012. The main achievements
of regular and developmental work in 2012 are detailed in the report by individual fields of statistics.
In 2012, the producers of national statistics finished preparing the strategic document for the next
five-year period, i.e. the Medium-Term Programme of Statistical Surveys 2013–2017, which was
confirmed by the Government of the Republic of Slovenia at the end of the year. In addition, we
continued to strive to reduce the administrative burden of the population and enterprises; this is why
good cooperation of all institutions authorised for producing national statistics and SURS’s
cooperation with data providers and managers of administrative sources are the basis for success on
our work. With additional releases and topical content on the website we wanted to offer our users
friendly but also high-quality and trustworthy statistics.
The commitment to monitor and constantly improve the quality of statistical processes and products
is one of the basic strategic policies at the statistical Office. The publication Quality Guidelines, which
was published by the Statistical Office in 2012, will contribute to systematic and targeted
development of quality management. To improve the quality and rationality of statistical activity, in
2012 the Statistical Office was preparing the production environment for e-reporting for business
entities, which started to be introduced in 2013. The contact centre for cooperation with reporting
units, which offers enterprises general and subject-matter assistance, also started to operate. New
demands for statistical data are intensifying both in terms of the quantity and the quality, both at the
European and at the national level. With shrinking human and financial resources, the operation of
national statistics in 2012 was that much more of a challenge. The current discussions on the public
sector, and its role, importance and size were also the main topic of the 22nd Statistical Days entitled
Public Sector between Myths and the Truth. In addition to the presentation of statistical challenges
regarding the extent and quality of statistical data and presentation of analyses and improvements of
processes, the aim of the conference was to explain the communication challenge, to promote already
published data on the public sector and to open up a discussion about future challenges regarding data
on delimitation between the public and private sectors.
As the institution responsible for coordinating the system of national statistics in Slovenia, at the
successful finalisation of work done in 2012 the Statistical Office would like to thank all cooperating
institutions with which it has been successfully cooperating in rationalising data collection and
reducing the response burden; all individuals and enterprises that cooperated in individual statistical
surveys, members of the Statistical Council and members of statistical advisory committees for critical
judgment of our work; we would also like to thank the users of statistical data that confirm how
important statistical information really is. Special thanks go to authorised producers of national
statistics – the Agency of the Republic of Slovenia for Public Legal Records and Related Services, the
Bank of Slovenia, the National Institute of Public Health, the Ministry of Finance, the Pension and
Disability Insurance Institute of Slovenia and the Employment Service of Slovenia – which were
together with SURS responsible for implementing the tasks set up in the 2012 Annual Programme of
Statistical Surveys.

Irena Križman
Director-General of the Statistical Office
of the Republic of Slovenia
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1 Demographic and social statistics
1.1 Population
Transfer of some statistical processes set up at the 2011 register-based census into
regular annual statistical survey on population
Some data for total population provided by SURS only from population censuses (until 2002 with
fieldwork data collection) and for which within the implementation of the 2011 register-based census
new data sources and statistical processes were established are from 2012 on available every year.
Derived data on activity status, education, first residence and fertility are transferred to the
demography database in which processing for the survey on the number of population in Slovenia has
been regularly implemented since 2010.

Cooperation between IVZ and SURS in statistical surveys on births and deaths
SURS cannot obtain part of the content necessary for conducting statistical surveys on births and
deaths from the primary source (Central Population Register). These are the data referring to fertility
behaviour of mothers and characteristics of the dead. SURS has been receiving these data from the
IVZ; since 2000 for deaths from the Medical Report on the Deceased and since 2006 for births from the
Perinatal Information System of the Republic of Slovenia. Until 2012 the data were taken over in line
with the partnership cooperation, whereas in 2012 the cooperation between the institutions was
formalised by signing a memorandum of cooperation, which defines in detail the content taken over
by SURS from the IVZ for conducting the survey on births and deaths. The memorandum also
determines the content of the final database on deaths, which the IVZ receives from SURS after the
statistical survey has been conducted.
On 1 January 2012 Slovenia had a population of 2,055,496 or 0.3% more than one year earlier.1
In 2011 for the first time after 2003 fewer children were born than a year before.2
The mean age at death is growing; in 2011 the mean age at death for women was almost 80 years and for men
just over 71 years.3
After the negative net migration in 2010, in 2011 the number of immigrants was higher than the number of
emigrants.4

1.2 Labour market
Several new releases of data on the labour force
In line with the EU regulation5, SURS conducted the ad hoc module within the Labour Force Survey on
transition from work into retirement; results will be published at the end of March 2013.

1

2

3

4

5

6

See Population, Slovenia, 1 January 2012 – final data, 30 April 2012, First Release.
Available at: https://www.stat.si/eng/novica_prikazi.aspx?id=4653 (16. 1. 2013).
See Live births, Slovenia, 2011 – final data, 28 June 2012, First release.
Available at: http://www.stat.si/eng/novica_prikazi.aspx?id=4816 (16. 1. 2013).
See Deaths, Slovenia, 2011 – final data, 28 June 2012, First Release.
Available at: http://www.stat.si/eng/novica_prikazi.aspx?id=4815 (16. 1. 2013).
See Migration changes, Slovenia, 2011 – final data, 30 July 2012, First Release.
Available at: http://www.stat.si/eng/novica_prikazi.aspx?id=4877 (16. 1. 2013).
Commission Regulation (EU) No 249/2011 of 14 March 2011 adopting the specifications of the 2012 ad hoc module on
transition from work to retirement provided or by Council Regulation (EC) No 577/98 (32010R0317).
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At the end of the year regular monthly publication of data on the labour force was supplemented with
a series of data on the registered unemployment rate by gender, while at the beginning of 2013 the
series will be supplemented by data on the long-term and very long-term registered unemployment
rate and registered unemployment rates by age groups.
Within structural data of persons in employment, in the SI-STAT data portal the data were published
on achieved education and age of persons in employment in the public and private sectors for the
2005-2011 period.
Data on labour migration for 2011 were published according to the changed methodology; in
determining the person’s residence first the temporary residence and only then the permanent
residence in Slovenia is taken into account. Within the publication of data on labour migration the data
on foreign daily migrants from neighbouring countries working in Slovenia were also published.
At the end of 2011 almost 394,000 labour migrants between municipalities were registered in Slovenia, or more
than half persons in employment. From neighbouring countries around 2,250 foreigners were coming to work in
Slovenia every day. Among very labour-oriented municipalities, the municipality that particularly stands out is
Trzin, which is very attractive for employment. According to collected statistical data, Trzin has three and a half
times more workplaces than persons in employment living in it.6

In 2012, the Statistical Register of Employment included some new categories of insured persons, two
of them (insurance basis 090 and 091) particularly interesting as they enable comparison of crossborder labour migration for insured persons who work abroad and are included in the Slovene health
system.

Unemployment and monitoring the labour market policy measures in Slovenia
The Employment Service of Slovenia (ZRSZ) conducted all surveys planned with the Annual
programme of Statistical Surveys for 2012. In 2012, the ZRSZ and SURS agreed to cooperate in several
areas: SURS already provides the ZRSZ with relevant documents concerning the implementation of
the European Statistical System. The programme of the meeting on providing the data protection
system in both institutions was harmonised, and the meetings for cooperating in the development of
disseminating statistical results and the system for access to microdata were agreed. The institutions
also updated the content of the agreement on transmitting and using data for statistical purposes.
In 2012, the ZRSZ started with professional and methodological preparations for the transition to the
Classification System of Education and Training (KLASIUS) in close cooperation with SURS, which in
order to facilitate the transition to the new classification set up a database of educational programmes
and titles and provided a conversion table from the ZRSZ code list of professional and vocational
education into KLASIUS-SRV and KLASIUS-P. Due to the complexity of introducing KLASIUS into all
fields of the ZRSZ and due to changes in the applicative support, it is expected that the ZRSZ will meet
the criteria for introducing KLASIUS by the end of 2013.
In 2012, proposals to change labour legislation were discussed, which anticipate a radical change in the
system of registration and recording job vacancies that has been provided by ZRSZ. Implementation
of these changes would mean loss of data sources on the total number of job vacancies as well as on
different structural aspects of current demand. Both the ZRSZ and SURS informed the competent
ministry and other stakeholders included in making decisions about the proposals of new labour
legislation about professional, methodological and financial aspects of such a change for the country.

6

See Labour migrations, Slovenia, 2011 - final data, 26 April 2012, First Release.
Available at: http://www.stat.si/eng/novica_prikazi.aspx?id=4665 (27. 12. 2012).
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Both institutions expressed willingness to explain to the competent ministry the consequences of the
mentioned change in legislation should it occur7.
Increased registration of new unemployed persons as well as more people eliminated from the record in 2012
was changing the structural characteristics of registered unemployment. On average, the share of unemployed
women increased, but their number was still lower than the number of unemployed men. As regards the age
structure, the share of unemployed persons aged 26-39 years increased to 34.3% and the share of unemployed
persons aged 40-49 years to 20.2%. The share of long-term unemployed persons went up; as many as half of the
unemployed faced long-term unemployment. The share of unemployed persons with tertiary education went up
to 13.8%. The economic crisis also had an impact on larger unemployment of young people; their number went
up but their share not so much, since the crisis with lay-offs and termination of temporary employment had the
greatest impact unemployed persons aged 30+. The share of young unemployed people has been slowly falling
since 2010. On average, in 2012 there were 24,933 unemployed persons aged under 30 years and they
represented 22.6% of total unemployment. The share of young unemployed persons with tertiary education
causes concern as it has been increasing since 2008 and has also reached 20%.8

SURS and the ZRSZ cooperated in preparing qualitative information and quantitative data on
participants in and expenditure for each individual labour market policy measure for 2011.
The task arises from the commitment of the Republic of Slovenia to provide data necessary for
monitoring the fulfilment of European employment guidelines. Annual reporting covers data on types
and characteristic of labour market measures in line with the classification of measures stipulated in
Eurostat’s LMP (Labour Market Policy) methodology.9 On the basis of the report prepared for
Eurostat, SURS prepared for publication the data for 2011 and published them together with relevant
methodological explanations in the First Release.10
In 2012, SURS again prepared for the OECD data on the tax-benefit system in Slovenia, on the basis of
which various indicators are calculated11. According to the OECD methodology, SURS published own
calculations of some work incentive indicators12 for 2011 (Tax wedge, Unemployment trap and Low
wage trap).

The most sought-after data from the field of labour statistics are data on earnings
SURS published the collected data on earnings within the planned deadlines. With final data on the
distribution of persons in paid employment by amount of gross and net earnings13 for 2010 and
provisional data for 2011, due to users’ demand data by activity were published separately for persons
employed by legal persons and persons employed by natural persons. Because the general public is
often confused by the concepts of the public sector and the government sector, the data for the public
sector were additionally divided into the government sector and public corporations.
According to provisional data, in 2011 the share of persons in paid employment with the highest gross earnings
(EUR 3,374 or more) in the public sector was 6.5% (6.4% in general government and 6.8% in public corporations)
7

8
9
10

11
12
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8

Amendments of the Labour Market Regulation Act were adopted by the National Assembly of the Republic of Slovenia
on 5 March 2013. See: http://www.mddsz.gov.si/si/delovna_podrocja/
delovna_razmerja_in_pravice_iz_dela/delovna_razmerja/reforma_trga_dela/ (19. 3. 2013).
Source: Employment Service of Slovenia. Available at: http://www.ess.gov.si/trg_dela (18. 2. 2013).
See: http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/portal/page/portal/labour_market/labour_market_policy (14. 1. 2013).
See Labour Market Policy, Slovenia, 2011 – final data, 21 January 2013, First Release.
Available at: http://www.stat.si/eng/novica_prikazi.aspx?id=5270 (23. 1. 2013).
See: http://www.oecd.org/document/3/0,3746,en_2649_34637_39617987_1_1_1_1,00.html (28. 12. 2012).
See Work incentive indicators, Slovenia, 2011 - final data, 30 May 2012, First Release.
Available at: http://www.stat.si/eng/novica_prikazi.aspx?id=4731 (28. 12. 2012).
See Persons in paid employment by amount of gross and net earnings, detailed data, Slovenia, 2010 - final data, 30
October 2012, E-release. Available at: http://www.stat.si/eng(novica_prikazi.aspx?id=5112 (14. 1. 2013).
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while in the private sector it was 4.2%. However, in the highest class there were 54.9% persons in paid
employment in the private sector or 21.6% more than persons in paid employment in the public sector. 14

In 2012, SURS published provisional data from the Structure of Earnings Survey for 2010, which is the
basis for calculating the official indicator on differences between male and female earnings.15
In 2012, too, SURS was regularly publishing data on average monthly earnings on the basis of the
survey on earnings paid by legal persons, which has been conducted for several years in cooperation
with the Agency of the Republic of Slovenia for Public Legal Records and Related Services (AJPES). In
2012, SURS continued to regularly publish data on average earnings of persons employed by
registered natural persons. The source of data is the REK-1 form submitted by registered natural
persons to the Tax Administration of the Republic of Slovenia.

Rationalisation in implementing the survey on the structure of working hours and
labour costs, new releases of data on labour costs
In 2012, SURS started with preparations for conducting the structure of working hours survey and the
Labour Costs Survey for 2012. In order to decrease the reporting burden and rationalise the costs, in
2013 both four-year surveys will be conducted with the same questionnaire. The data will be collected
with the electronic questionnaire via the AJPES web portal, most likely in May 2013.
In 2012, SURS continued with regular quarterly provision of data on hours worked and additional
activities to improve the methodology and search for new relevant data sources. At the beginning of
the year SURS started to regularly receive the data from the Record of Temporary Absence from Work
Due to Illness, Injury, Care, Escort or Other Causes (IVZ3); these data are expected to be included in
regular calculation of data on hours worked in 2013.
On the basis of existing data, SURS estimated and published provisional data on labour costs16 for
2011. Every quarter SURS calculates and publishes the labour costs index on the basis of existing
sources.
In 2012, too, SURS transmitted to Eurostat data on the trends in personal remuneration of public
employees working in the central government sector according to the schedule for non-model
countries. The planned reform of Staff Regulations for Officials of the European Communities, which is
among the measures related to the multi-annual financial framework 2014–2020, was namely
postponed to 2013. Taking into account the anticipated changes, in 2012 activities were implemented
to improve statistical quality and relevance of data. With data for 2012 the coverage of complements
prescribed by the methodology was implemented and thus the quality of calculation was improved.

1.3 Education and training
Obtaining available administrative data on education is a result of successful
interinstitutional cooperation
By setting up the higher education information system (eVŠ), SURS will obtain data on students (from
the academic year 2012/13 on) and graduates (from the calendar 2012 on) from the same source and
no longer records of individual universities and independent higher education institutions. In 2012,
SURS and the Ministry of Science, Culture and Sport (MIZKŠ) were coordinating the technical protocol
14

15

16

See Persons in paid employment by amount of gross and net earnings, Slovenia, 2011 - provisional data, 30 October 2012,
First Release. Available at: http://www.stat.si/eng/novica_prikazi.aspx?id=5107 (19. 3. 2013).
See Earnings (by Structure of Earnings Survey), Slovenia, 2010 - provisional data, 29 June 2012, First Release.
Available at: https://www.stat.si/eng/novica_prikazi.aspx?id=4820 (28. 12. 2012).
See Labour costs, Slovenia, 2011 - provisional data, 25 October 2012, First Release. Available at:
http://www.stat.si/eng/novica_prikazi.aspx?id=5091 (28. 12. 2012).
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and agreement on transmitting data from the eVŠ, which will be signed by both institutions in early
2013.
In line with the agreement with the MIZKŠ on rationalising the monitoring of data on the operation of
upper secondary school boarding homes and student residence halls, in 2012 SURS obtained and
published these data from the records of the ministry and thus for individual reduce the reporting
burden of upper secondary school boarding homes and student residence halls. The data on
educational structure of Slovenia’s population were obtained from the records of the National
Examinations Centre, chambers of crafts, trade, commerce and industry, and SURS’s data collections
and surveys17.

Implementation of two five-year surveys on education harmonised at the EU level
With the Continuing Vocational Training Survey SURS monitored the data on the policy of enterprises
regarding the training of their employees, participation of employees in various forms of vocational
training and other aspects related to education and training of employees and with the Adult
Education Survey the participation of population in various forms of formal and non-formal education
and informal learning. The results of these two surveys (for the reference year 2010) were published a
provisional in First Release in early June18 and mid-August19 2012; detailed final data (the same as
provisional) were available on the SI-STAT data portal at the end of September and December 2012,
respectively.
Among 7,626 enterprises in Slovenia in 2010 3,114 (40.8%) were so-called »training« enterprises, i.e. enterprises
that organised additional training of their employees.18
In the 12 months before the survey, 36% of adults in Slovenia aged 25-64 participated in education, which is
slightly less than four years before.19

International cooperation related to the implementation of ISCED 2011 and new policy
demands
In 2012, SURS cooperated in the revision of the international questionnaire on formal education
prepared by three international organisations (UNESCO, OECD and Eurostat - UOE) and the EU
implementing regulation for UOE reporting, which is expected to be adopted in May 2013. The reason
for changes in the introduction of revised international classification of (levels of) education (ISCED
2011) into international reporting (from 2014 on) and new political demands for monitoring data on
short-term mobility in education related to the objectives set up in the Europe 2020 Strategy.
Activities related to the introduction of revised classification of levels of education ISCED2011 into
international reporting will intensify in 2013 and will be co-financed by the European Commission on
the basis of a grant signed at the end of 2012. In 2013, SURS will cooperate in the revision of ISCED
fields of education, which is expected to be finished by the end of the year.
Through the membership in task forces, SURS cooperated in preparing proposals for the planned
revision of the Continuing Vocational Training Survey (CVTS) and proposals for the planned new
monitoring of short-term mobility of students/graduates on the basis of administrative sources (UOE
reporting) and mobility in initial vocational training and mobility of young people in general within
household surveys. Through various ad-hoc questionnaires SURS transmitted to the OECD the data
intended to explain and further break down the existing and develop new indicators on educational
17

18

19

10

See Student enrolment in vocational colleges, universities and single higher education institutions, Slovenia, 2012/13–
provisional data, 12 March 2013, First Release. Available at: http://www.stat.si/eng/novica_prikazi.aspx?id=5351 (13. 3. 2013).
See Continuing vocational training in enterprises, Slovenia, 2010 - provisional data, 2 July 2012, First Release. Available
at: http://www.stat.si/eng/novica_prikazi.aspx?id=4806 (29. 1. 2013).
See Adult Education Survey, Slovenia, 2011 – provisional data, 14 August 2012, First Release.
Available at: http://www.stat.si/eng/novica_prikazi.aspx?id=4896 (29. 1. 2013).
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systems, which are published in OECD’s Education at a glance20. Together with the MIZKŠ, SURS
cooperated in classifying indicators, which will be the basis for development work and the content of
future issues of this publication.

Special publication on education in Slovenia
A special publication (brochure) was prepared entitled Education in Slovenia21, which was published in
September 2012. With data and indicators the booklet presents the educational situation in Slovenia
as an EU and OECD Member State. Special emphasis was on presenting the current situation and the
possibilities of fulfilling the national and EU objectives in the field of education and training by 2020.

1.4 Culture
Interinstitutional cooperation for rationalisation of data collection
Based on the subject-matter harmonisation of SURS’s questionnaires and reports of the Ministry of
Education, Culture and Sport, via which public institutions from the field of culture report their data to
the ministry, and agreements regarding technical solutions for the transmission of these data from the
MIZKŠ information system to SURS, a proposal of the agreement and technical protocol was prepared
and sent to the ministry. The agreement is expected to be signed in 2013.
In conducting regular statistical surveys from the field of culture, in 2012 SURS conducted a detailed
analysis of non-response of reporting units and weighed the missing data due to non-response.
The internationally harmonised Adult Education Survey was conducted, a part of which was a module
of questions on cultural participation. Survey results were published at the end of 2012 in the SI-STAT
data portal.22
As regards international cooperation, the data from the field of culture statistics were transmitted to
UNESCO.
In 2011, theatrical performances in 44 theatres which reported on their activity were attended by more than
948,000 theatregoers.23
In 2011, cultural institutions organized 11,453 performances, of which 4,410 own productions.24
In 2010, 5,621 titles of books and brochures were published, among them 1,315 titles of literature.25

1.5 Health
Implementation of two internationally comparable health surveys
In 2012, the National Institute of Public Health (IVZ) conducted the Survey on the Use of Alcohol,
Tobacco and Other Drugs and the European Health and Social Inclusion Survey (EHSIS); the data for
the former will be available in the first half of 2013 and for the latter in line with Eurostat rules in 2014.
20
21

22

23

24

25

See: http://www.oecd.org/education/school/educationataglance2011oecdindicators.htm (19. 2. 2013).
See Education in Slovenia, September 2012, Brochures collection. Available at
http://www.stat.si/doc/pub/Izobrazevanje_ANG.pdf (29. 1. 2013).
See: http://pxweb.stat.si/pxweb/Dialog/varval.asp?ma=0954007S&ti=&path=../Database/Dem_soc/09_
izobrazevanje/09_izobraz_odraslih_anketa/01_09540_udelezba_starost/&lang=2 (29. 1. 2013).
See Theatrical activity, Slovenia, 2011 - final data, 11 October 2012, First Release. Available at:
http://www.stat.si/eng/novica_prikazi.aspx?id=5053 (29. 1. 2013).
See Activity of cultural institutions, Slovenia, 2011 - final data, 11 October 2012, First Release. Available at:
http://www.stat.si/eng/novica_prikazi.aspx?id=5051 (29. 1. 2013).
See Publishing, Slovenia, 2010 - final data, 4 November 2012, First Release. Available at:
http://www.stat.si/eng/novica_prikazi.aspx?id=4298 (29. 1. 2013).
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The data from both surveys are internationally comparable; in both areas Slovenia collected for the
first time the data that enable the preparation of policies for vulnerable groups of population.

Intensive international cooperation in various working groups
The IVZ cooperated in Eurostat working groups on the development of the European system of health
surveys and modules, a part of which is also the European Health Interview Survey (EHIS). Work was
intensive in the preparation of the basic methodology for EHIS, the questionnaire and the
implementing regulation. Together with SURS, Eurostat and European Commission DirectorateGeneral for Health and Consumers, the IVZ cooperated in interdisciplinary and interinstitutional
working groups for harmonising data collection to provide various health and health care indicators. It
was also active in analysing the sources for the calculation of the structural indicator called Healthy
Life Years, since due to a minor adjustment of the EU-SILC 2010 questionnaire in 2012 the IVZ
detected statistically significant differences in the final estimate of this indicator.
Within the Eurostat working group the IVZ cooperated in harmonising the methodology for European
statistics on accidents at work (ESAW) and was together with Statistics Finland and Statistics Austria
included in pilot metadata transmission in this field, cooperated in two working groups for revising the
European standard population (preparation of the final report) and the short list of causes of death
(the working group started to work in 2012 and will continue in 2013).

Current work for the needs of national statistics and international reporting
In 2012, the IVZ continued to implement regular tasks from the field of causes of death, health status
and health determinants, health care, pharmaceutical activities, health care providers, and absence
from work, which represent the data source both for national statistics and for reporting to
international organisations (Eurostat, OECD, WHO, etc.).
Some interesting data from the field of health statistics:26
In 2012, 24% of the people in Slovenia aged 15−64 were smoking; more men (almost 27%) than women (21%).
The share of smokers is the lowest among the highest educated (tertiary education), about 15%. In other
educational groups (basic school or less, lower or upper secondary education, short-term tertiary or more) the
shares do not differ and are around 28%. A comparison with 2007 shows that the share of smokers among
people aged 15-64 declined in total and for both genders. EU27 data for around 2010 show that 23% of people in
the EU27 smoke daily; the share is the highest in Greece (31.9) and the lowest in Sweden (14%).
Mortality due to traffic accidents in Slovenia is below the EU27 average; in 2010 the rate in Slovenia was 7.1 per
100,000 population and in the EU 7.7 per 100,000 population. In addition to Estonia and Luxembourg, Slovenia
recorded the greatest decline in mortality due to traffic accidents, by 66% between 1995 and 2010.
Slovenia has 4.6 hospital beds per 1,000 population, which ranks our country just below the EU27 average (5.3
hospital beds per 1,000 population). Sweden has the fewest hospital beds (2.7 per 1,000 population), while
Germany has the most (8.3 per 1,000 population).

Implementation of new classifications into data collections
At the end of 2011, the Decision on the Use of the Australian Modification of the International
Classification of Diseases and Related Health Problems for Statistical Purposes and the Classification
of Therapeutic and Diagnostic Procedures was adopted, with which the Ministry of Health determined
that from 1 January 2013 on all health care providers must use in their databases the new versions of
26
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Sources: Health at a Glance: Europe 2012, OECD Publishing. Available at: http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/9789264183896-en
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the classification of diseases and the classification of procedures. The implementation of the new
classifications into all databases with health data was taking place in 2012. The new, updated version
of the two classifications will provide better monitoring of hospital and other treatment within the
health care system.

Improving of national health accounts
SURS cooperated in the OECD feasibility study on allocating expenditure for long-term care according
to new categories as determined by the revised methodology of the System of Health Accounts (SHA
2011). Within the study rules were implemented as determined by the SHA 2011. Based on the study,
the coverage of long-term care (allowances for nursing and assistance, partial compensation for loss of
income, incontinence pads) was improved and the criteria for demarcation between expenditure for
long-term care (heath) and long-term care (social) were strictly respected. For some subcategories of
long-term care no data sources are available (meals on wheels, protected housing, some forms of
long-term care in hospitals).

1.6 Level of living and housing statistics
Extended set of releases of data on poverty and living conditions of people in Slovenia
In the Survey of Income and Living Conditions (EU-SILC), SURS extended the set of data and their
dissemination in the SI-STAT data portal. Income and poverty indicators for 2005-2011 are available as
well as the data explaining the living conditions of people in Slovenia. At the end of the year detailed
data on living conditions for 2011 were published together with results of the ad hoc module on
intergenerational transmission of disadvantages.
In 2012, SURS cooperated in two Eurostat working groups on the revision of EU-SILC (revision of legal
basis and material deprivation indicators).
In 2012, SURS issues in the Brochures collection a publication entitled Quality of Life27, which
presented statistical data on material situation and quality of life in Slovenia. Some findings are also
supported by indicators from other surveys that are conducted by the institutions beyond the
statistical system. The publication tries to answer the question how people in Slovenia live.

Collection of data on household consumption
In 2012, SURS published data from the Household Budget Survey (HBS) for 2010 and implemented
data collection that was modernised in terms of content and methodology. Together with the
content-related modernisation, the modernisation of data processing was implemented in order to
provide better quality data for the users.
The Bank of Slovenia continued with the editing of data from the first Household Finance and
Consumption Survey, which was harmonised under the leadership of the ECB and is conducted by all
euro area countries. Activities in 2012 covered continued imputation and weighting, and validation of
data collected with the survey.

Final data on housing from the 2011 register-based census were published
Preparation of data on occupation is a complex statistical process because it is necessary to link data
from the Real Estate Register (GURS) with data on population prepared by SURS on the basis of data
from the CRP in line with the statistical definition of population. In this context the dwelling is
27

See Quality of Life, November 2012, Brochures collection. Available at: http://www.stat.si/doc/pub/08-RP-909-1202.pdf
(29. 1. 2013).
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primarily a social category (e.g. density, equipment with basic infrastructure, ownership status, etc.).
As part of the 2011 register-based census, in 2012 SURS published final data on occupied and
unoccupied dwellings and their characteristics, including in the SI-STAT data portal.
In 2011, a four-member family of two adults and two children younger than 14 had to had at least EUR 1,260 of
disposable net income per month to be above the at-risk-of-poverty threshold, a two-member family without
children had to have at least EUR 900 and a one-member household at least EUR 600.28
Education level, occupation, status of economic activity and financial situation of the household in the time of
youth influence the material situation of the children when they become adults.29
175,000 (21%) dwellings were unoccupied, most of them in one-dwelling buildings (108,000).30

1.7 Social protection
Modernisation of surveys from the field of institutional care
In 2012, data on old people’s homes and special social welfare institutions were no longer collected
with questionnaires; in order to decrease the reporting burden, SURS obtained them for the first time
directly from the administrative source, i.e. the Association of Social Institutions of Slovenia.

Working Group on Long-Term Care presents first results
In 2012, the Working Group on Long-Term Care, which was established within the Advisory
Committee on Level of Living and Social Protection Statistics, was active. Results of its activities were
presented at the Statistical Days 2012 in a paper entitled Use of the International Definition of Longterm Care at the National Level31. The working group will continue its work in 2013.
In 2011 there were 22,921 people in care or protégés in old people's homes, special social welfare institutions and
centres for protection and training, a little more than two thirds of them women.32
In 2010, EUR 8,830 million or almost a quarter of gross domestic product (GDP) was used for social protection
schemes in Slovenia.33

Modernisation of data collection from administrative records at the ZPIZ continued
In 2012, the Pension and Disability Insurance Institute (ZPIZ) got its own virtual server, which helped
modernise some processes of collecting, processing and disseminating statistical data. Obtaining the
increasing number of individual data for statistical purposes intensified in 2013 as a result of the
development of information technology at ZPIZ.
In November 2012 ZPIZ successfully implemented the breakdown of the payment of survivor’s
pensions into widow(er)’s pension and individual family members. ZPIZ thus obtained a new statistical
figure with appropriate variables (the most important being number, age, amount, sex, address). The
28
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See Income and poverty indicators (SILC), detailed data, Slovenia, 2011 – provisional data, 20 December 2012,
E-release. Available at: http://www.stat.si/eng/novica_prikazi.aspx?id=5222 (16. 1. 2013)
See Intergenerational transmission of disadvantages, Slovenia, 2011 - provisional data, 20 December 2012, First Release.
Available at: http://www.stat.si/eng/novica_prikazi.aspx?id=5215 (16. 1. 2013).
See Dwellings, Slovenia, 1 January 2011 - final data, 21 June 2012, First Release.
Available at: http://www.stat.si/eng/novica_prikazi.aspx?id=4771 (16. 1. 2013).
See: http://www.stat.si/StatisticniDnevi/Docs/Radenci%202012/prispevki/Nagode_dolgotrajna%20oskrba.pdf
(29. 1. 2013).
See Public social welfare institutions, Slovenia, 2011 – final data, 24 September 2012, First Release. Available at:
http://www.stat.si/eng/novica_prikazi.aspx?id=4990 (17. 1. 2013).
See Expenditure and receipt of social protection schemes, Slovenia, 2010 - final data, 29 November 2012, E-release.
Available at: http://www.stat.si/eng/novica_prikazi.aspx?id=5166 (17. 1. 2013).
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data on the amount of average pension was already included by ZPIZ in the publication Monthly
Statistical Review.
In June 2012, the Social Protection Committee (SPC), which operates within the European
Commission, published the report on the Pension Adequacy in the European Union 2010-2050. ZPIZ
cooperated in calculating the indicator of theoretical replacement rate for Slovenia and transmitted all
the required data.

Impact of new legislation
In 2012 the austerity measures of the Government of the Republic of Slovenia reflected in the field of
statistics in the dissemination of the amount of average pensions and the annual pension supplement.
The most important act adopted in 2012 is the Fiscal Balance Act (ZUJF) (OJ RS, No. 40/2012, Article
143), which regulated the rules of adjusting pensions according to the Pension and Disability Insurance
Act (ZPIZ-1) and determined new amounts of annual pension supplements.
In December 2012, the new Pension and Disability Insurance Act (ZPIZ-2) (OJ RS, No. 96/2012) was
adopted, which came into force on 1 January. 2013. The adoption of this pension reform was being
prepared throughout the year by transmitting statistical data, calculations of financial effects and
providing explanations.
In the 2002–2011 period the number of retired persons from compulsory pension and disability insurance
increased from 483,898 to 569,951 or by 17.78%. In the same period the number of all persons insured under
pension and disability insurance scheme increased from 836,544 to 869,869 or by 3.98%. In this decade the ratio
between insured persons and retired persons decreased from 1.73 to 1.53.34

1.8 Crime
Adoption of the EU regulation and implementation of the European Safety Survey at a
standstill
The procedure of adopting the EU regulation for the implementation of the European Safety Survey
(formerly known as the International Crime Victim Survey) was at a standstill in 2012; as a result all
activities related to this survey, which was planned to be conducted in 2013, were postponed.
SURS transmitted to Eurostat and United Nations agencies data from the field of criminal justice
statistics (on registered crimes, on the work of prosecutors and courts, on money laundering), i.e. data
collected by SURS or obtained from other institutions such as the Police, the Prison Administration at
the Ministry of Justice, and the Office for Money Laundering Prevention. SURS cooperated with an
interinstitutional working group on the fight against trafficking in human beings in verifying the data
before publication; Eurostat is expected to publish the data in the first half of 2013.

Interinstitutional cooperation
At the 40th session of the Statistical Council in October 2012 the cooperation between SURS and the
Supreme Court of the Republic of Slovenia regarding the setting up of electronic data transmission on
the basis of criminal records, which have been informatised since 2010, was presented in detail. The ereporting module at SURS has not yet been set up; therefore, for the reference year 2012 the surveys
were conducted according to the standard procedure. Cooperation with the Supreme Court will
continue as regards electronic data transmission (the project to upgrade the information system of the
34

See Monthly Statistical Review, November 2011. Available at:
http://www.zpiz.si/wps/wcm/connect/355f1c004dde30cea6f2b683bb57fb5c/MSP_NOVEMBER_2012.pdf?MOD=AJPERES
(29. 1. 2013).
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judiciary, a part of which will be the module for e-reporting of statistical data, is planned by the
Supreme Court for 2013).
In October 2012, the Resolution on National plan on the Prevention and Combating of Crime for the
2012–2016 period was adopted, within which cooperation of SURS in two tasks is envisaged:
electronic data exchange between the policy, prosecutors and courts, and implementation of the
victimisation survey.
In 2011, criminal proceedings against 14,169 adults and 550 juveniles were concluded at district and local courts.
7,596 adults were convicted and 369 juveniles were imposed an educational measure or a sentence. As regards
legal persons, 674 were denounced, 77 were charged and 8 were found guilty.35

1.9 Election statistics
Agreements with the National Electoral Commission on future monitoring and
publication of data on elections
In view of the agreement between SURS and the National Electoral Commission (DVK) of September
2012, SURS will no longer publish data on Presidential elections, National Council elections and
European Parliament elections, since these data are appropriately monitored and published by the
DVK. In view of this agreement, SURS published on its website a news release which redirected users
to the DVK website, which contains results of the 2012 Presidential and National Council elections.
SURS will be included in the project of common information support of elections and referendums,
which is planned by the DVK and envisages uniform central monitoring of all types of elections.
Depending on project results, the final agreement will be adopted on who will be responsible for
monitoring and publishing data on all types of elections (including National Assembly elections and
local elections).

Legislation adopted in the field of demographic and social statistics in 2012:
•

ESS agreement for the 2013 Labour Force Survey (LFS) ad-hoc module on accidents at work and
other work-related health problems.

•

Pension and disability Insurance Act (ZPIZ-2), OJ RS No. 96/2012.

•

Commission Regulation (EU) No 62/2012 of 24 January 2012 implementing Regulation (EC) No
1177/2003 of the European Parliament and of the Council concerning Community statistics on
income and living conditions (EU-SILC) as regards the 2013 list of target secondary variables on
well-being (32012R0062).

35
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(9. 1. 2013).

National Statistics in Slovenia – Annual Report 2012

2 Macroeconomic statistics
2.1 National accounts
Implementation of regular surveys and methodological developments
In August 2012, SURS published the regular annual revision of GDP, main aggregates of national
accounts and employment for the 2007-2011 period. Changes in the methodology of statistical
coverage of external trade were taken into account, which influenced the import and export of goods
and thus the external trade balance as part of the expenditure GDP. A major revision in the 2009-2011
data was also in estimating imputed rents, namely due to the use of data on the dwelling fund
collected with the 2011 register-based census. Due to the reorganisation of the Slovene Railways (one
unit was split into four, two of which are classified into the government sector), in 2011 subsidies
decreased while collective consumption expenditure of general government increased. The regular
revision included adjustments of data on agriculture due to the revision of economic accounts for
agriculture from 2007 on.

Upgrade of national accounts data
In the field of national accounts, in addition to regular preparation and publication of data in line with
the Annual Programme of Statistical Surveys, in 2012 SURS focused on shortening the deadlines for
publication in the areas where this is made possible by the available data sources (regional GDP) and
upgrading some of the areas.
Due to large interest of users, the estimates of the aggregates of the production account, primary
income and employment for public corporations and public sector for 2010 and 2011 were published
for the first time.36 Preparation of these estimates will become part of regular SURS’s task.
The greatest achievement of development work at SURS was the publication of satellite accounts for
tourism in December 2012; the accounts show financial flows of tourism supply and demand and thus
the economic importance of tourism.
The methodology for the quarterly non-financial sector accounts, labour costs by activities, age, sex
and education, and stocks of fixed assets have been developed so that results could be published in
early 2013.
Tourism value added in 2009 represented 3.6% of total value added of the Slovene economy. By taking into
account all taxes which were paid as a consequence of tourism consumption, tourism GDP amounted to EUR
1,736 million in 2009 and represented 4.9% of total GDP in Slovenia. Taking into account indirect effects of
tourism consumption on other activities in the economy, tourism GDP in 2009 amounted to EUR 3,022 million or
8.5% of total GDP in Slovenia37.

Introduction of the system of national accounts according to ESA 2010
Preparations for the introduction of new European legislation in the field of national accounts (ESA
2010) continued. The plan of activities was prepared, which will make sure that the entire system of
national accounts in line with ESA 2010 is published in time. In 2012, the needs for data sources were
studied and their availability was analysed. Accordingly, certain changes were made in the
questionnaires of existing statistical surveys. The methodology continued to be developed for
36

37

See Public sector and general government sector, 7 May 2012, First Release.
Available at: http://www.stat.si/eng/novica_prikazi.aspx?id=4673 (21. 2. 2013).
See Economic accounts for tourism, Slovenia, 2009, 28 December 2012, First Release.
Available at: http://www.stat.si/eng/novica_prikazi.aspx?id=5247 (28. 1. 2012).
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capitalisation of R&D expenditure, capitalisation of expenditure on weapons systems, calculation of
pension liabilities and presentation of import and export of goods for processing by the net principle.

2.2 Financial accounts, money and finance
Regular implantation of surveys and data publication
The Bank of Slovenia (BS) compiled quarterly financial accounts for the last quarter of 2011 and for
the first three quarters of 2012 as well as annual financial accounts for 2011. The BS cooperated with
AJPES, which collected the data for financial accounts statistics via its web portal; an important part of
data was collected by the BS with multipurpose reports of the financial sector. All data were published
and transmitted to authorised institutions within the deadlines. In 2012, the publication Financial
Accounts of Slovenia 2006–201038 was published, which contains the analysis of financial accounts
data by individual sectors, including a comparison with the euro area, non-consolidated and
consolidated aggregated tables of financial accounts, non-consolidated tables of financial accounts by
counterpart sectors and the methodology of compiling financial accounts.
In 2012, the BS continued with extensive production of monetary and financial statistics at monthly,
quarterly and annual levels in line with methodological requirements of the European Central Bank
(ECB) and own needs of the BS. This covers data on balance sheets and interest rates of monetary
financial institutions (MFI) as well as securities, payment systems, structural data of the banking
system and non-monetary financial intermediaries.
Within the ESCB the costs of supplementing the reporting requirements in reports of monetary
financial institutions and investment funds were assessed on the basis of changes in ESA 2010 and
other needs.
Within the efforts for multipurpose reporting of data in the subsector of insurance companies and
pension funds (S.125), in cooperation with the Insurance Supervision Agency (AZN) within the ESCB
the fact-finding exercise was implemented regarding the reporting on the basis of the Solvency II
Directive.
The Ministry of Finance (MF) was conducting surveys in line with the Annual Programme of Statistical
Surveys, providing input data for other statistical surveys (e.g. VAT Report) and publishing data within
planned deadlines in line with the International Monetary Fund’s data dissemination standard for
advance release calendars, coverage of statistics, timeliness and periodicity.

2.3 Prices
New developments in consumer price statistics and further improvement of house
price indices
In the field of price statistics, in 2012 SURS continued to preserve and improve the quality of statistical
data, optimised individual parts of the statistical process and took care of appropriate documentation.
In addition to regular preparation and publication of data in line with the Annual Programme of
Statistical Surveys, work focused on implementing the strategy for setting up multipurpose consumer
price statistics. What needs to be pointed out is the modernisation and improvement of data entry
software for consumer price statistics, studying various new technological procedures for price data
collection and preparation of the programme for monthly reporting of average consumer prices to
Eurostat. Preparations for introducing a detailed 5-digit COICOP Classification into calculating
consumer price indices started, including the procedures for calculating data according to the new
classification for previous period.
38
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Development work in the field of house prices intensified by setting up a special owner occupied
housing price index for the needs of its possible inclusion in the harmonised index of consumer prices.
Activities focused on developing the methodology for determining weights and the calculation of
detailed indices for transaction costs, prices of housing insurance and prices of major repairs and
renovations.

Presentation of statistical data in a more friendly way
In early 2012, a web application Personal Inflation Calculator39 was set up. With this application the
users can find out how much their personal inflation differs from the official inflation rate. Users
determine their shares of expenditure by entering the amount of money they spend for buying
individual groups of goods and services.
In May 2012, a special release entitled Price Levels and Purchasing Power40 was published, which
explains what purchasing power is and how it is measured and shows the use of the concept of
purchasing power parity. The release also shows the price levels for selected groups of goods and
services for Slovenia and neighbouring countries and the price level by places compared to the
average price level for Slovenia.
The general price level of goods and services that households buy for final consumption was in 2011 in Slovenia
14% lower than the average level in the European Union. Prices in Slovenia were higher than in Croatia (by 15%)
and Hungary (by 25%) and lower than in Italy (by 22%) and Austria (by 24%)41.

In mid-2012, a promotional publication entitled Prices in Slovenia42 was published. The booklet
presents various data on prices and a comprehensive overview of price movements and trends in
Slovenia and in the international environment in recent years. To facilitate understanding, in addition
to various graphical and tabular presentations the publication contains comments on price trends in
different stages of the economic cycle and in different periods as well as international comparisons.

2.4 Trade in goods (external trade)
By cooperating in various projects, SURS continues to improve the quality of results
Within the Eurostat’s MEETS 2011 project43 for the field of external trade statistics, in 2012 SURS
successfully implemented the upgrade, optimisation and automation of some software solutions in
the external trade statistics information system. The implemented activities had an impact on the
increase in analytical applicability of Intrastat data for reporting units, optimisation of implementing
operative tasks at SURS and CURS in various stages of the data production process, improvement of
the quality of results, providing long-term support to external trade databases and reduction of
maintenance costs for the national Intrastat system.
By providing the linking of data from the EORI44 system with data from Intrastat, Extrastat, VAT
reports and annual accounts of enterprises, in 2012 SURS identified some complex methodological
39
40
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Available in Slovene only at: http://www.stat.si/kalkulator_osebne_inflacije.asp# (28. 1. 2012).
See Price levels and purchasing power, 31 May 2012, Special Release. Available at:
http://www.stat.si/eng/novica_prikazi.aspx?id=4734 (28. 1. 2013).
Source: Eurostat, prc_ppp_ind (23. 1. 2013).
See Prices in Slovenia, October 2012, Brochures collection. Available at: http://www.stat.si/doc/pub/04-RP-909-1202.pdf
(28. 1. 2013).
See:
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/statistics_explained/index.php/MEETS_programme#Modernisation_of_international_t
rade_ statistics (28. 1. 2013).
EORI – economic operators’ registration and identification system is a system of recording and identifying business
entities for the needs of customs clearance; in Slovenia’s national EORI system the data are kept by CURS.
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problems in recording trade in goods implemented by foreign (non-resident) enterprises in Slovenia.
On the basis of results of detailed analyses of data on trade in goods of these enterprises, SURS
upgraded the methodology for determining statistical coverage in Extrastat for national needs and as
a result revised external trade data for the 2009-2011 period.

Enhanced activities in developing external trade statistics due to planned transition to
a simplified SIMSTAT
As regards international level, in 2012 SURS cooperated in intensive discussions on methodological
and technical feasibility of the transition from the existing Intrastat system to a simplified SIMSTAT
system45 in the medium term, with which the burden of statistical reporting of enterprises would be
significantly reduced compared to the existing Intrastat system.
SURS applied for Eurostat’s MEETS 2012 project for the field of external trade statistics within which
in 2013 the national methodology for estimating missing data on trade in goods in Intrastat will be
revised and the initial analysis of the impact of the planned transition to SIMSTAT on the future quality
of external trade statistics in Slovenia will be implemented.

Detailed data on the structure of trade in goods by characteristics of exporters and
importers
In addition to regular releases, in 2012 SURS published on the SI-STAT data portal a series of detailed
data on Slovenia’s structure of trade in goods by some important characteristics of exporters and
importers for the 2008-2010 period and thus further increased the analytical value of external trade
data for studying economic activity of Slovenia in a globalised world.
In 2010, most goods were exported by enterprises from section C (Manufacturing), i.e. 75.1% of the value of
exports to EU Member States and 67.3% of the value of exports to EU non-member countries. These enterprises
created a significant surplus in the trade in goods with EU Member States (EUR 3.5 billion) as well as in the trade
in goods with EU non-member countries (EUR 1.7 billion).
On the other hand, a deficit in the trade in goods was recorded mainly by enterprises from section G (Wholesale
and retail trade, repair of motor vehicles and motorcycles), especially in trade with EU Member States (EUR 5.9
billion).46

2.5 Balance of payments and other statistics on cross-border
economic relations
In 2012, balance of payments data and international investment position data were regularly
produced, including external debt and foreign direct investment and international monetary reserves.
At the revision of the international investment position data, the Bank of Slovenia introduced the
assessment of the property of the population in the form of real estate abroad. The data were revised
for the period from 2007 on. Other changes at the revision of the statistics of international economic
relations referred to the system of assessing the state of cash and household deposits, valuation of
government bonds, and inclusion of data on the purchase of fuel by foreign transporters at petrol
stations in Slovenia.
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In the SIMSTAT system, which is expected to be set up in 2017, via data exchange all EU Member States should obtain the
data on receipts of goods from mirror data on dispatches of goods from other EU Member States; the development
project of introducing SIMSTAT is coordinated by Eurostat.
See Trade in goods by enterprise characteristics, Slovenia, 2010 – final data, 28 June 2012, Rapid Reports. Available at
http://www.stat.si/doc/statinf/24-SI-301-1201%20.pdf (28. 1. 2012).
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From 2007 onwards the level of foreign currency holdings of domestic household sector equals the level that was
reached at the end of 2006 (EUR 2,948.6 million), when Slovenia joined the European Monetary Union, because
in the conditions of the monetary union it is no longer possible to trace deposits of mostly European currency,
which originates from current account transactions in the banking system or conversion into other forms of
property.47

In November 2012 the publication Direct Investment 201148 was published, which contains detailed
data on the origin of foreign investments in Slovenia and their integration into the Slovenian
economy. It also provides data and a brief analysis of Slovenian outward direct investment as well as
data on the operations of companies in the rest of the world in which Slovenian investors hold a direct
or indirect controlling stake (Foreign Affiliates Statistics – FATS).

Legislation adopted in the field of macroeconomic statistics in 2012:
•

47

48

Commission Regulation (EU) No 555/2012 of 22 June 2012 amending Regulation (EC) No 184/2005
of the European Parliament and of the Council on Community statistics concerning balance of
payments, international trade in services and foreign direct investment, as regards the update of
data requirements and definitions (32012R0555).

See International economic relations, May 2012 (http://www.bsi.si/library/includes/datoteka.asp?DatotekaId=4806) and
notes on methodology of the Bank of Slovenia monthly bulletin (from June 2012 on):
http://www.bsi.si/iskalniki/publications-montly-bulletin.asp?MapaId=210) (15. 3. 2013).
See Direct Investment 2011. Available at http://www.bsi.si/library/includes/datoteka.asp?DatotekaId=4921
(28. 1. 2013).
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3 Business statistics
3.1 Annual and short-term business statistics
Start of publishing quarterly indicators on operation of enterprises
SURS successfully conducted all regular surveys from the field of short-term and annual business
statistics.
In the field of business statistics quarterly indicators on operation of enterprises (self-financing ratio,
receivables to payables ratio, operating efficiency ratio and total efficiency ratio) were published
according to the SKD 2008.
In the field of enterprise demography, data on enterprise deaths for 2004-2007 were published according to
the Standard Classification of Activities SKD 2008. At the same time, SURS cooperated in pilot data
collection for the Europe 2020 indicator for high-growth innovative enterprises, which is composed of the
innovation rate, data on persons employed by high-growth enterprises and data on employer enterprises.
The legal basis for preparing the indicator is included in the proposal of amending the regulation on
structural business statistics.
In the third quarter of 2012 enterprises engaged in Real estate activities (L) had the highest operating efficiency
ratio (1.4), i.e. their operating revenues were much higher than their operating expenses. These enterprises had
the highest excess of current liabilities over the current trade receivables (receivables to payables ratio is 0.2) on
30 September 2012.49

Process automation and optimisation
As regards short-term indicators for industry, construction, trade and services, in 2012 much attenti0n
and work was focused on providing timely and quality results and preparations for the transition to the
new base year 2010. To this end the data were recalculated and some technical processes were
automated and optimised, which simplified individual phases of data processing and publication. In
monthly industry statistics the electronic questionnaire was tested.
As regards short-term trade and services statistics, SURS started calculating data on nominal turnover
in services and by individual SKD sections. At the end of March 2012 with the first release of data for
2012 original data from 2000 on were prepared and in September 2012 seasonally adjusted data series
were published.50
At the end of March 2012, SURS prepared a special release on the trends in construction activity in the
2000-2011 period, which was presented at a news conference51. In addition, in the field of construction
statistics cooperation with the Ministry of Infrastructure and Spatial Planning continued regarding the
reduction of the reporting burden by setting up a system of recording administrative acts, which
should provide from 2014 on the data on building permits and demolition.
In 2011, industrial enterprises in Slovenia produced and sold around EUR 19 billion worth of industrial products
and services, which is 6% more than in 2010. In the same year construction enterprises performed EUR 1,766

49

50

51

22

See Quarterly performance of enterprises by activity, 2nd and 3rd quarter of 2012, Slovenia - provisional data, First
Release. Available at: http://www.stat.si/eng/novica_prikazi.aspx?id=5181 (11. 1. 2013).
See:
http://pxweb.stat.si/pxweb/Database/Economy/20_distributive_trade/20139_turnover_indices/20139_turnover_indices.a
sp (14. 1. 2013).
See Trends in construction activity in the past decade, Slovenia, 30 March 2012, Special Release.
Available at: https://www.stat.si/eng/novica_prikazi.aspx?id=4608 (14. 1. 2013).
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million worth of construction works, which is 26.6% less than a year before. In 2011, trade enterprises in
Slovenia generated around EUR 25 billion of turnover, which is 7% more than in 2010.52

Cooperation in international projects
By cooperating in the Eurostat task force, SURS analysed the quality and relevance of the new orders
index, which is calculated within monthly industry statistics. Results of the mentioned analysis were
the basis for making a decision about the termination of the mentioned indicator in 2013.
In the annual industry survey and the monthly survey on services, SURS analysed the existing
approaches to improve the quality and studied new ones, namely within the implementation of the
BLUE-ETS project53. The emphasis was on activities for the improvement of cooperation by reporting
units and timeliness of reporting (for more about the project see Chapter 6.11 International
cooperation – SURS is also active in international research projects).
In addition, in the annual investment survey SURS cooperated within the framework of the target
research project on costs and errors in official surveys54. The purpose of this project was to improve
understanding of the process and quality of responding in enterprises, effects and efficiency of data
editing and introduce improvements.
SURS was successfully included in the fourth exchange of individual data with Eurostat for the
EuroGroups Register – EGR, which provides information of multinational enterprise groups in the EU
for statistical purposes only. In 2012, activities continued on upgrading and automating the process of
updating the enterprise groups register. Procedures for takeover and use of sources for designing the
enterprise groups were simplified and procedures for identifying non-residents started to be set up.
The enterprise groups register will continue to be upgraded in 2013.
Within the multiannual project of upgrading and expanding the functionality of the Statistical Business
Register as the internal data base of individual data on business entities and their parts, SURS
continued to implement the planned activities. The final objective of the project is setting up of the
register as an important part of the statistical infrastructure that will serve as support for statistical
processes, e.g. for preparing sampling frames, for addressing statistical questionnaires for enterprises,
as a basis for satellite registers, etc.

AJPES regular work and interinstitutional cooperation
AJPES implemented all planned surveys on annual accounts for various business segments. In addition
to the administrative purpose, the collected data are an important administrative source for further
use in statistical surveys (e.g. national accounts statistics, business statistics).
AJPES cooperated with SURS in conducting several statistical surveys, namely in data collection,
which was done electronically via the AJPES web portal (Monthly Report on Payment of Salaries by
Legal Entities , Survey on Awarding Scholarships to Pupils and Students, Survey on Dividends Paid
Out, Quarterly Survey on the Operation of Business Entities, Survey on Business Services).
Interinstitutional cooperation is important due to the rationalisation of procedures by which data
reporting is simpler for reporting units and by which higher quality of collected data is achieved. AJPES
also conducts a monthly survey on legal entities with overdue outstanding obligations within five
consecutive days.
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See Economy, Mining and manufacturing, Construction and distributive trade and other service activities.
Available at: http://www.stat.si/eng/tema_ekonomsko.asp (14. 1. 2013).
See: http://www.blue-ets.istat.it/ (14. 1. 2013).
See also Chapters 3.4 Tourism – Study of combined sampling and 6.4 Statistical processes and their improvement –
Modernisation of procedures for survey planning and implementation.
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In 2012, on average 6,181 legal entities having outstanding matured liabilities for more than five consecutive
days were recorded, which is 1.2% more than on average in 2011, and on average 8,019 individual private
entrepreneurs and other natural persons performing registered activities, which is 5.9% less than on average in
the previous year55.

BS – Survey on the Access of Enterprises to Finance
In 2012, the Bank of Slovenia again conducted the survey on the Access of Enterprises to Finance. The
data will be processed and published in 2013.

3.2 Energy
Within the international project, SURS cooperates in preparing a methodological
manual on household energy consumption statistics, and continues development work
in the field of collecting data on renewable energy sources
In 2012, SURS conducted all planned regular surveys with which it collected data on production,
consumption, import, export and stocks of electricity, heat, liquid, gaseous and solid fuels and
renewable energy sources and the prices of natural gas. For the first time SURS obtained data on
household energy and fuel consumption with the help of the model calculation of data on household
energy consumption by end use and energy sources. Monthly and annual data were first published as
provisional. In this way they were available to users in time. Data are intended for national and
international reporting.
Development work in the field of statistics on renewable energy sources continued in 2012. SURS
reviewed and upgraded the existing methodologies and identified new potential administrative data
sources (Borzen, Geological Survey of Slovenia and others).
In 2012, SURS, as a partner in the ESSnet project, started to work on a two-year international project
for preparing the methodological manual on household energy consumption statistics.
In addition to regular publications of energy statistics, which SURS releases every month on its
website, in 2012 two special releases were issued; the first one at the EU sustainable energy week56
and the second one at the International Year of Sustainable Energy for All, in which the fuel poverty in
Slovenia was presented57.

Intensive interinstitutional cooperation
As regards energy statistics, in 2012, too, SURS cooperated with the Energy Directorate at the
Ministry of Infrastructure and Spatial Planning (common database, preparation of a cooperation
agreement), the Environment Agency of the Republic of Slovenia (exchange of data for calculating the
amount of greenhouse gas emissions, preparing environmental-economic accounts and exchanging
data on biofuels) and the Jožef Stefan Institute (renewable energy sources in Slovenia and modelling
of data on household energy consumption).
In Slovenia half of energy in 2011 was consumed in the form of petroleum products. The consumption increased
again (by 8%) after two years of decline. The increase was influenced by higher consumption of diesel, by 11%.
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See: http://www.ajpes.si/Statistike/Statistike_placilnega_prometa/Neporavnane_obveznosti/O_raziskavi?id=627 (31. 1. 2013).
See EU sustainable energy week 2012, 15 June 2012, Special release. Available at:
http://www.stat.si/eng/novica_prikazi.aspx?id=4754 (30. 1. 2013).
See Fuel poverty in Slovenia, 30 November 2012, Special release. Available at:
http://www.stat.si/eng/novica_prikazi.aspx?id=5164 (30. 1. 2013).
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Energy dependency of Slovenia in 2011 stood at 48%. The indigenous energy sources in Slovenia are domestic
coal, electricity produced from nuclear power and hydroelectric power, and renewable energy sources (biomass,
biogas, waste). These resources cover 52% of our energy needs. For other energy sources, such as coal of higher
calorific value, petroleum products and natural gas, Slovenia depends on import.58

3.3 Transport
New developments in conducting regular surveys
Surveys from the field of transport were conducted routinely. SURS was constantly introducing
innovations to improve the implementation of the survey process and taking care of preserving and
improving the quality of statistical results. In the second half of the year for all surveys questionnaires
for 2013 were updated and standardised; they will be more transparent for reporting units to enter the
data. In autumn the publication entitled Transport59 was released, which brings a comprehensive
overview of all modes of transport.

The end of monitoring cross-border transport of goods
With the accession of the Republic of Croatia to the Convention on a Common Transit Procedure60 in
2012 and the termination of customs control at road border crossings there is no source of data left on
the transport of goods at the border with Croatia. So SURS stopped publishing these data, which used
to have one of the longest time series. In recent years these data have lost their importance since users
have been seeking them less and less. Data on cross-border transport of vehicles and passengers at
the border with Croatia will continued to be monitored by SURS.

Polishing data on the visitors of ski resorts
In 2012, publication of data on people visiting sky resorts was planned, which could, together with data
on cableway transport, already published by SURS, show the complete picture of cableway activities in
Slovenia. Reporting units are still having problems reporting this data and they are currently not of
appropriate quality to be published. Because of this SURS postponed the publication until additional
analyses are completed.

Changes in EU legislation
Due to the adjustment to the new legislative framework, in 2012 a new regulation61 was adopted on
statistical returns in respect of the carriage of goods by road, which also brings some smaller
simplification for national statistical offices (fewer tables that have to be sent to Eurostat). A
Commission Delegated Decision of 3 February 2012 amending Directive 2009/42/EC of the European
Parliament and of the Council on statistical returns in respect of carriage of goods and passengers by
sea62 was also adopted. This is the first such Commission decision that amends a legal act from the
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See Annual energy statistics, Slovenia, 2011 - final data, 2 October 2012, First Release. Available at:
http://www.stat.si/eng/novica_prikazi.aspx?id=5029 (30. 1. 2013).
See Transport, Slovenia, 2011, final data, 26 October 2012, Rapid Reports.
Available at: http://www.stat.si/doc/statinf/22-si-084-1201.pdf (31. 1. 2013).
See Convention on a common transit procedure.
Available at: http://europa.eu/legislation_summaries/customs/l11025_en.htm
Regulation (EU) No 70/2012 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 18 January 2012 on statistical returns in
respect of the carriage of goods by road (32012R0070).
2012/186/EU: Commission Delegated Decision of 3 February 2012 amending Directive 2009/42/EC of the European
Parliament and of the Council on statistical returns in respect of carriage of goods and passengers by sea (32012D0186).
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field of statistics. It includes smaller changes in the classification of cargo and introduces some
additional simplification (only arrivals of vessels are monitored).
In 2011, traffic of goods in ports was 16.9 million tonnes, which was 4% more than in 2011.63

3.4 Tourism
Implementation of the new EU regulation
In 2012, the survey on accommodation establishments, arrivals and overnight stays of tourists and the
survey on tourism travels of domestic population were for the first time conducted in line with the new
regulation on European statistics on tourism64. Data in the releases of SURS and Eurostat within
accommodation statistics are now much more comparable. A small difference remains because of
tourists residing in temporary accommodation facilities and marinas. According to Eurostat
methodology, these tourists are excluded from the framework of accommodation statistics
(particularly due to problems in collecting these data in most countries), whereas SURS counts these
tourists in its publications (they represent about 1% of all arrivals and overnight stays). Other major
changes brought by the new regulation are publication of data on the net occupancy of rooms and
bedplaces in accommodation statistics and the start of monitoring same-day trips of domestic
population (see also Chapter 2.1 National accounts – Upgrade of national accounts data).

Study of combined sampling
Within the target research project on costs and errors in official surveys65, in cooperation with the
Faculty of Social Sciences, SURS conducted a study a part of which was also the implementation of the
combined method of surveying in the case of tourism travels of domestic population (web survey,
telephone interview and postal survey). Results of the study will be useful for analysing and identifying
the optimum combination of surveying in terms of costs and errors.

Another implementation of the statistical survey among foreign tourists
In 2012, the Survey on Foreign Tourists, which SURS conducts every three years, was again conducted.
The purpose of the survey is to obtain data on characteristics of foreign tourists and their stay in
Slovenia. The interviewing took place in April, July and August in hotels and camps. Due to limited
financial resources at SURS, the interviewing planned for September and December was not
conducted.
In the 3rd quarter of 2012, 938,000 of the resident population aged 15 or more went on at least one tourism trip,
whether private or business, which is 7% less than in the same period of the previous year.66
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See Transport, Slovenia, December 2012 – final data, 15 February 2013, First Release.
Available at: http://www.stat.si/eng/novica_prikazi.aspx?id=5309 (26. 2. 2013).
Regulation (EU) No 692/2011 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 6 July 2011 concerning European statistics
on tourism and repealing Council Directive 95/57/EC (32011R0692).
See also Chapters 3.1 Annual and short-term business statistics – Cooperation in international projects and 6.4 statistical
processes and their improvement – Modernisation of procedures for survey planning and implementation.
See Tourism travels of domestic population, Slovenia, 3rd quarter 2012 – final data, 24 December 2012, First Release.
Available at: http://www.stat.si/eng/novica_prikazi.aspx?id=5235 (28. 1. 2013).
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Legislation adopted in the field of business statistics in 2012:
•

Commission Regulation (EU) No 461/2012 of 31 May 2012 amending Council Regulation (EC) No
1165/98 concerning short-term statistics and Commission Regulations (EC) No 1503/2006, (EC) No
657/2007 and (EC) No 1178/2008 as regards adaptations related to the removal of the industrial new
orders variables (32012R0461).

•

Commission Regulation (EU) No 907/2012 of 20 August 2012 establishing for 2012 the "Prodcom
list" of industrial products provided for by Council Regulation (EEC) No 3924/91 (32011R830).

•

Regulation (EU) No 70/2012 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 18 January 2012 on
statistical returns in respect of the carriage of goods by road (32012R0070).

•

2012/186/EU: Commission Delegated Decision of 3 February 2012 amending Directive 2009/42/EC
of the European Parliament and of the Council on statistical returns in respect of carriage of goods
and passengers by sea (32012D0186).

27

National Statistics in Slovenia – Annual Report 2012

4 Agriculture, forestry and fisheries
4. 1 Farm structure and typology
Data collected with the 2010 agriculture census processed and published
In 2012, SURS finished statistical editing of 2010 agricultural census data67 and published detailed
data68. SURS also published data collected with the sample survey on agricultural production
methods69, which was conducted in line with methodological requirements of the same EU regulation
in 2010. For both the 2010 agricultural census and the survey on agricultural production methods
SURS prepared joint methodological report and quality report.
Data of the 2010 agricultural census were published in a special publication70 entitled The 2010
Agricultural Census – Every Farm Counts, which also presents some interesting indicators by
municipalities. Experience and findings obtained in the process of conducting one of the most
demanding procedures of partly automated data editing were presented by SURS at the Conference
of European Statisticians71.
In 2012, methodological and organisational preparations for the next sample farm structure survey
took place, which SURS will conduct in 2013 as stipulated by the EU regulation 67.
The average size of arable land per capita in Slovenia in 2010 was 830 m2. As regards municipalities, the largest
area of arable land per capita in 2010 had particularly municipalities in Pomurska and Podravska statistical
regions and the smallest area of arable land per capita municipalities Jesenice, Trbovlje, Bovec and Solčava.70

Active cooperation in preparing a new EU regulation
In 2012, SURS actively participated internationally in preparing the new EU regulation, which is
expected to stipulate the implementation of the farm structure survey after 2013 and introduce
methodologically harmonised collection of some of the data necessary for calculating agrienvironmental indicators.

4.2 Agricultural income and prices
In statistics on agricultural prices and economic accounts for agriculture the emphasis
was on improving data quality
In the field of agricultural price statistics, the priority was to calculate a new weighting scheme to base
year 2010, the implementation of which is expected by mid-2013.
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Regulation (EC) No 1166/2008 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 19 November 2008 on farm structure
surveys and the survey on agricultural production methods and repealing Council Regulation (EEC) No 571/88
(32008R1166).
Completion of the data on Agricultural Census, detailed data, Slovenia, 2010, 29 June 2012, E-release. Available at:
http://www.stat.si/eng/novica_prikazi.aspx?id=4809 (31. 1. 2013).
See Agricultural production methods, Slovenia, 2010, 21 December 2012, First Release. Available at:
http://www.stat.si/eng/novica_prikazi.aspx?id=5227 (31. 1. 2013).
See The 2010 Agricultural Census – Every Farm Counts, October 2012, Brochure collection. Available at:
http://www.stat.si/doc/pub/15-RP141-1202.pdf (31. 1. 2013).
UN/ECE conference of European Statisticians, Oslo, September 2012: article »Editing of multiple source data in the case
of Slovenian Agricultural Census 2010« (A. Kranjc, R. Seljak). Available at:
http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/stats/documents/ece/ces/ge.44/2012/40_Slovenia.pdf (31. 1. 2013).
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In October 2012 the publication Prices in Slovenia72 was issued, which also presents results and
indicators from the field of agricultural prices in the last five-year period.
Agricultural input prices in Slovenia are rising on average faster than producer prices of agricultural products; in
the 2006-2011 period the price increase of agricultural input prices was by almost 12% higher than the price
increase of producer prices of agricultural products.72

In the field of economic accounts for agriculture (EAA) in 2012 SURS was improving the quality of
estimating aggregates with the help of additional data sources and analyses. SURS continued to
analyse individual comparable EAA items and farm accountancy data (FADN), which are the
responsibility of the MKO. By introducing SKD 2008 the methodological difference between the EAA
and national accounts data on agriculture decreased.

4.3 Crop and animal production
Census of orchard plantations conducted
Within the monitoring of agricultural production in 2012 SURS conducted all planned annual and
monthly surveys and published as planned. Work focused on improving the monitoring of data quality
and modernisation of statistical processes.
As in the past, in cooperation with the MKO, SURS provided data on organic farming as stipulated by
EU legislation73 and within the framework of good cooperation assured that in 2013 the task will
become a regular task.
The census of orchard plantations, which is conducted every five years, was conducted in autumn 2012
in line with the new EU regulation74. Conducting the survey SURS provided to data users comparability
with data collected in line with the previous EU regulation. Slovenia is one of the few countries that
have high-quality administrative data sources, which is from the aspect of the mentioned survey
complete and appropriate for being used for this survey. With lower costs of survey implementation,
this provides high-quality data and relatively short period before publication. The data are expected to
be published in the first half of 2013.

Active cooperation in preparing national legislation on plant protection products
In 2012, SURS cooperated in the interinstitutional working group for preparing the National Action
Plan on Sustainable Use of Plant Protection Products, which will together with the new Plant
Protection Products Act represent an important starting point for preparing and implementing the EU
statistical survey75 on the use of plant protection products in agriculture. In December 2012 EU
Member States reported for the first time annual data on the sale of plant protection products75.
In November 2012 SURS conducted the regular two-year sample survey on consumption of mineral
fertilisers on agricultural holdings by crops. Data were collected with a telephone survey and results
are expected to be published in the second half of 2013. SURS also cooperated in the international
discussion on the development of agri-environmental indicators, within which the data on
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See Prices in Slovenia, October 2012, Brochures collection. Available at: http://www.stat.si/doc/pub/04-RP-909-1202.pdf
(31. 1. 2013).
Council Regulation (EC) No 834/2007 of 28 June 2007 on organic production and labelling of organic products and
repealing Regulation (EEC) No 2092/91 (32007R0834).
Regulation (EU) No 1337/2011 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 13 December 2011 concerning European
statistics on permanent crops and repealing Council Regulation (EEC) No 357/79 and Directive 2001/109/EC of the
European Parliament and of the Council (32011R1337).
Regulation (EC) No 1185/2009 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 25 November 2009 concerning statistics
on pesticides (32009R1185).
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consumption of mineral fertilisers represent an important source for calculations. SURS presented its
experience regarding methodological challenges of collecting data on consumption of mineral
fertilisers in agriculture internationally within the UN/ECE Committee on Environmental Policy76.

Shorter time before publication of data on milk and milk products statistics
In 2012, EU Member States and Eurostat reached an agreement on shortening the time between the
reference period and transmission of data to Eurostat (instead of T+45 provisional data will be
published in T+30) for monthly data on milk and milk products. SURS will introduce more rapid
publication of these data with the first release of data for 2013.

Successful interinstitutional cooperation in the field of food balance sheets
In 2012, SURS continued to cooperate with the MKO in line with the agreement on compiling food
balance sheets signed in 2007. In preparing food balance sheets, SURS also cooperates with KIS. The
main purpose of compiling balance sheets is to monitor market trends in crop products and
determining the self-sufficiency of the country.
On the basis of successful cooperation with KIS, in 2012 SURS again published a set of calendar and
market food balance sheets: for meat, eggs, cereals, potato, vegetables, rice, sugar and wine. The
compilation of food balance sheets for the needs of MORS, which cover balance sheets for baby food,
salt, yeast, fish, bottled water, tea and coffee, continued in 2012.
The data on yield forecast as of 5 September 2012 show that maize producers in Slovenia should harvest more
than a fifth (22%) less maize for grain than in 2011. In total 272,000 tonnes of maize for grains should be
harvested. In the last ten years only in 2003 less maize was harvested. The expected average yield of 7.0 tonnes
per hectare is a fifth lower than last year and 12% lower than the last five-year average.77
In Slovenia the self-sufficiency rate is higher for animal products than for crop products. Particularly low rates
were demonstrated in the 2000-2010 period by supply balance sheets for vegetables (30% in 2010) and cereals
(57% in 2010). Each Slovene consumed in 2010 121 kg of cereals and 94 kg of meat.78

4.4. Fisheries and forestry
Subject matter and technical improvements of the quality of forestry statistics
Within forestry statistics, together with the working group on forestry, which is part of the Agriculture,
Forestry and Fisheries Statistics Advisory Committee, SURS coordinated the subject-matter
modernisation of the annual statistical survey on forestry mechanisation and energy consumption,
with which data are collected from enterprises engaged in forestry. Together with the subject-matter
modernisation, which will provide better data for users, a plan was prepared to modernise the
statistical data processing for this survey, which will provide better monitoring of data quality.
Within regular tasks, in 2012 SURS published two economic accounts for forestry – production and
primary income accounts – and valuation of standing timber. Economic accounts for forestry are
necessary both for national needs of forestry policy-making and for international needs and valuation
of the production function of forests.
In 2012, within forestry accounts the method of monitoring fixed capital consumption and gross fixed
capital formation was also set up.
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UN/ECE Committee on Environmental Policy, Geneva, July 2012: article »Fertilizer consumption: main information
sources on national level and data quality assurance« (B. K. Slatnar, E. L. Hadžihasanović).
See Yield forecast of late crops, late fruit and grapes, Slovenia, 2012 - provisional data, 26 October 2012, First Release.
Available at: http://www.stat.si/eng/novica_prikazi.aspx?id=5081 (12. 2. 2013).
See: http://pxweb.stat.si/pxweb/Database/Environment/Environment.asp (12. 2. 2013).
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Due to higher values of standing timber and forestry products, in 2010 the total value of forestry production
increased by 9.5% over the previous year and amounted to EUR 287 million.79

Legislation adopted in the field of agriculture, forestry and fisheries statistics in
2012:
•

79

Plant Protection Products Act (ZFfS-1), OJ RS, No. 83/2012.

See: http://pxweb.stat.si/pxweb/Database/Environment/Environment.asp (12. 2. 2013).
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5 Multi-domain statistics
5.1 Business tendencies
Technical modernisation of the business tendency surveys
For several years business tendency surveys have been conducted by SURS in cooperation with the
European Commission (DG ECFIN) on the basis of harmonised programme of EU business and
consumer surveys80. Surveys are conducted in manufacturing, retail trade, construction and services.
In addition to implementing all regular activities in this field, in 2012 some procedures were
modernised: SURS completed and rationalised the process of conducting surveys and upgraded
information it transmits to reporting units cooperating in the survey.
In 2012, the average value of the sentiment indicator was 10 percentage points lower than in 2011 and 15
percentage points lower than the long-term average.81

5.2 Environment and sustainable development
Intensive development of environmental-economic accounts for various fields
As part of its regular tasks, in 2012 SURS continued to collect and publish basic environmental data on
air, water, waste and environmental protection expenditure, and continued to develop and prepare
environmental-economic accounts related to legislation adopted in 2011. So in the field of
environmental-economic accounts SURS was preparing NAMEA air emissions and material flow
accounts. In calculating material flows, the material productivity indicator was additionally developed
in 2012.
In January 2012, SURS successfully finished the environmental-economic accounts project on
environmental goods and services accounts with which it established the basis for this account, prepared
the methodology, found data sources and calculated first results. The mentioned project continued in
2012 when SURS further upgraded and expanded the methodology of calculating this account.
In the field of environmental-economic accounts, in 2012 SURS implemented the project of setting up
the methodology and preparing data on environmental taxes accounts, which will be for the first time
reported to Eurostat in 2013 in line with the regulation on environmental economic-accounts.
Within regular and development tasks, in 2012 SURS cooperated in several international working
groups and task forces that attempted to set up or complete the framework for further work in the
field of energy accounts, environmental protection expenditure accounts, and resource use and
management expenditure accounts (REMEA).
At the end of 2012, SURS started to prepare for a pilot project on food waste, which is planned to be
conducted in 2013.

Modernisation of water statistics improved the quality of results and reduced the
burdens of reporting units
At the end of 2012, SURS finished the two-year project on basic water statistics. In this pilot project
SURS explored the possibility of using administrative sources and analysed in detail the situation
regarding data on water supply and sewage system. The analysis and harmonisation of data in the
field of water supply was successfully concluded, so that SURS will terminate its regular survey on
80
81
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See: http://ec.europa.eu/economy_finance/db_indicators/surveys/index_en.htm (14. 1. 2013).
See: http://pxweb.stat.si/pxweb/Database/Ekonomsko/28_poslovne_tendence/28559_anketa_tendence/
28559_anketa_tendence.asp (14. 1. 2013).
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water supply in 2013 and start taking over administrative data from the database of the Ministry of
Agriculture and the Environment. Within the pilot project SURS also modernised and revised two
surveys: the survey on the amount of water used for irrigation and the survey on water used in
industry. In the revision of both surveys SURS took into account the requirements of national and
international users.

Intensive interinstitutional cooperation
Within environmental statistics, SURS cooperates with the Environmental Agency of the Republic of
Slovenia. In 2007 SURS signed a cooperation agreement on exchanging environmental data and joint
collection of data on waste, while in 2012 it started to amend the agreement.
SURS also cooperates with the Ministry of Agriculture and the Environment; in cooperation with this
ministry SURS collects data on municipal waste from the public services and waste disposal. With this
cooperation the burden of reporting units has already been somewhat reduced. In the future the
burden will be further reduced with the establishment of cooperation in the field of water statistics. In
2012, SURS finished analyses and harmonisation in the field of water supply and in 2013 it will start
taking over and regularly using these data. As regards the data on sewage system, harmonisation of
the methodology, questionnaires and requirements will continue in 2013.

Updated sustainable development indicators published at the level of statistical regions
Every year SURS publishes survey data and results of pilot projects in First Releases on its website. On
various occasions such as the World Water Day, the Earth Day, World Environment Day and European
Week for Waste Reduction, SURS prepares special releases82 and publishes them on its website. In
2012, SURS also published the brochure Environment, Energy and Transport in Figures83.
In 2012, updated sustainable development indicators for Slovenia were published. Some of the
indicators were published for the first time at the level of statistical regions. Sustainable development
indicators for Slovenia were presented in a special release84 published on the occasion of the United
Nations Conference on Sustainable Development – »Rio+20«.
Some data on the environment from the SI-STAT data portal85:
In 2011, 352 kg of municipal waste per person was generated in Slovenia, i.e. 0.96 kg per person per day, which is
almost 17% less than in 2010.In the same year 5.6 million tonnes of waste was generated in manufacturing and
services, which is almost 1% more than 2010. In 2011 waste recovery in Slovenia increased; 6 million tonnes of
waste were recovered, most of it construction waste, followed by metal and plastic waste, and paper and wood
waste.
In 2010, investment in environmental protection amounted to EUR 408.3 million, which is almost 22% more
than in 2009. Most of the environmental protection investment (42%) was for waste management.
In 2011, almost 2% more water was abstracted in Slovenia than in 2010. Water consumption increased by 1.3%
over the previous year.
In 2011, the share of treated waste water from public water supply was 4 percentage points lower than in the
previous year.
In the same year 3,851 hectares of land were irrigated, 10% more than in 2010.
Compared to 2010, 19.5% less water was used in mining and quarrying, manufacturing, and electricity and
water supply.
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See: http://www.stat.si/eng/tema_splosno_posebnidnevi.asp (30. 1. 2013).
See: http://www.stat.si/eng/pub_brosure.asp (30. 1. 2013).
United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development – »Rio+20«, 18 June 2012, Special release. Available at:
http://www.stat.si/eng/novica_prikazi.aspx?id=4764 (30. 1. 2013).
See: http://pxweb.stat.si/pxweb/Database/Environment/Environment.asp (30. 1. 2013).
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5.3 Science, technology and innovation
International cooperation related to planned methodological improvements
Methodological development of science, technology and innovation statistics at the EU level
continued in 2012. As regards methodological improvements of R&D statistics, activities related to
more detailed monitoring of the internationalisation of R&D continued. In 2012, too, the pilot survey
was conducted on national public funding of transnationally coordinated research in order to obtain
data on financial contributions of the government for transnational public R&D performers, for
Europe-wide national public R&D programmes and for bi- and multi-lateral public R&D programmes,
which is the basis for calculating the indicator for monitoring the development of the European
Research Area. Because of greater need for constant monitoring and modernising of science,
technology and innovation statistics, in 2012 development activities started that refer to measuring
the European research infrastructure and the new breakdown of government budget appropriations
for R&D into institutional financing and project financing.

Adoption of amended regulation on science, technology and innovation statistics
After a year of coordination, which also involved SURS, a new EU regulation on science, technology
and innovation statistics86 was adopted at the end of 2012. The regulation stipulates the requirements
regarding reporting of data on R&D and innovation activity, which used to be stipulated in two
separate implementing regulations.

Interinstitutional cooperation in improving R&D surveys
SURS continued to work in the interinstitutional working group which includes representatives of the main
users of R&D data (MIZKŠ, UMAR, MGRT, FDV, ARRS) to improve the quality of data and rationalise data
collection. In 2012, SURS implemented some activities (improving the coverage of reporting units,
breakdown of reporting units into sectors, analysis and weighting of non-response, rationalisation of R&D
questionnaires) determined in the Action Plan for Improving the Quality of R&D Statistics.
With above-mentioned qualitative improvements, SURS conducted regular annual R&D surveys by
sectors of performance for the reference year 2011 and on government budget appropriations for R&D
for 2011 (final budget) and 2012 (provisional budget) and published the data. As a coordinator, SURS
cooperated in preparing the data for the publication She Figures 201287, which contains data and
indicators on human resources in R&D activity and gender equality in science.
Results of the two-year survey on innovation activity for the 2008–2010 period, which included a
module of questions related to knowledge and creativity, were published as provisional data in the
First Release in May88 and as final detailed data (which are actually the same as provisional) in October
on the SI-STAT data portal89. In 2012, SURS started with preparations to conduct the next survey on
innovation activity, which is planned for 2013 (for the reference period 2010–2012).
In 2011, gross domestic expenditure on R&D amounted to EUR 894.2 million, which represented 2.47% of
Slovenian GDP.90
86
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Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) No 995/2012 of 26 October 2012 laying down detailed rules for the
implementation of Decision No 1608/2003/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council concerning the production
and development of Community statistics on science and technology (32012R0995).
See: http://ec.europa.eu/research/science-society/document_library/pdf_06/she_figures_2012_en.pdf (30. 1. 2013).
See Innovation activity in manufacturing and selected services, Slovenia, 2008 - 2010 - provisional data, 15 May 2012,
First Release. Available at: http://www.stat.si/eng/novica_prikazi.aspx?id=4692 (30. 1. 2013).
See Innovation activity in manufacturing and selected services, detailed data, Slovenia, 2008 - 2010 - final data, 17 October
2012, E-release. Available at: http://www.stat.si/eng/novica_prikazi.aspx?id=5055 (30. 1. 2013).
See Research and development activity, Slovenia, 2011 – provisional data, 8 November 2012, E-release.
Available at: http://www.stat.si/eng/novica_prikazi.aspx?id=5120 (18. 1. 2013).
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In 2011, government budget appropriations or outlays on R&D in Slovenia amounted to EUR 200.7 million.91
In the 2008-2010 period 49.4% of enterprises in Slovenia were innovation active. Among them those enterprises
which during the reference period introduced both technological and non-technological innovations
predominated (less than 50% of innovation active enterprises or 24.5% of all enterprises).88

In addition to regular transmission of data on innovation activity and R&D to international institutions,
the available data on R&D in biotechnology were also sent to the OECD.

5.4 Information society
Mobile Internet usage was the topic of surveys conducted in 2012
A special subject in the survey on the usage of information and telecommunication technology (ICT) in
enterprises was the use of mobile Internet connections for business purposes. A special section on the
costs of buying ICT equipment and on investment in ICT was added to the survey. As regards the
survey on ICT usage in households and by individuals, a special theme was mobile Internet use.

SURS successfully cooperates in international projects
In 2012, SURS cooperated in two ESSnet projects, i.e. Linking of Microdata on ICT Usage and Testing
and Designing Questions for Surveys on ICT Usage. In the first project SURS links data collected with
the survey on ICT usage in enterprises with data from structural business statistics, data on innovation
activities, and data from the statistical business register. In this way it is possible to prepare new
indicators and new analyses to support the Digital Agenda92 and other benchmarking frameworks. The
project was completed at the end of 2012. Project results will be available in a special report, and some
results will be published in a special publication.
The aim of the project on testing and designing questions for surveys on ICT usage, which started at
the end of 2011, is to improve the questionnaires for both surveys on ICT usage (households and
enterprises). SURS lead a group the task of which aim is to test the existing questionnaires on ICT
usage in enterprises. Based on the results of the testing, members of the project are developing and
testing new questions from different ICT domains such as e-skills, cloud computing, green ICT. The
changed questionnaire will be more understandable for data providers that are not ICT experts; as a
result, the quality and comparability of collected data will be improved. The project will be concluded
in 2013.
In the first quarter of 2012, 74% of households had access to the Internet; the majority of them used broadband
Internet access.93

5.5. Regional statistics
Regional data for different users in different ways
To facilitate understanding and make them useful, statistical data on SURS’s website are also shown in
space. Most of the spatially presented regional data can be accessed via a single entry point, the
geostatistics portal94. In 2012, the web application Thematic Cartography was supplemented with new
91
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See Government budget appropriations or outlays on R&D, final budget, Slovenia, 2011, 30 September 2011, First
Release. Available at: http://www.stat.si/eng/novica_prikazi.aspx?id=5011 (18. 1. 2013).
See Digital agenda for Europe. Available at: http://ec.europa.eu/digital-agenda/.
See Usage of information-communication technologies in households and by individuals, detailed data, Slovenia, 2012 - final
data, 3 December 2012, E-release. Available at: http://www.stat.si/eng/novica_prikazi.aspx?id=5179 (28. 1. 2013).
See: http://www.stat.si/eng/geostatistike.asp (21. 1. 2013).
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thematic maps, while the latest data for statistical regions and municipalities are available in the
Interactive Statistical Atlas of Slovenia. New data on settlements and streets were also published in
the database of settlements called Place Names.
For disseminating statistical data by selected spatial units and on hierarchal grids, from 2011 on users
can use the mapping application of statistical data e-dimensions (KASPeR). In 2012, SURS focused on
finding the possibility for updating and upgrading the application. SURS applied for a European
Commission grant for the project Merging statistics and geospatial information and was able to get it.
By 2014 the project will produce a new interactive web application for presenting and disseminating
geostatistical data.

International cooperation
SURS was actively cooperating in the European Forum for Geostatistics (EFGS) and presented its
achievements in disseminating statistical data on hierarchical grinds at the annual conference in Lisbon.
At the conference of director-general of statistical offices of EU Member States DGINS) SURS
presented the paper entitled Organizational issues of integrating statistics and geospatial information the Slovenian example.
In 2012, SURS joined the Assessing Territorial Attractiveness in SEE (South East Europe) project as an
observer. The aim of the project is to set up the common system of monitoring the situation in the
area of south East Europe. At the first conference in December 2012 SURS participated with the paper
entitled Geographical data and the role of national statistics.
Among users of geostatistical data on websites in 2012 the Place Names pages95 were frequently visited (around
3,000 clicks at the home page and around 80,000 at any page in the application.
Thematic maps96 had around 2,550 visits via the home page or slightly more than 11,000 views of individual
maps.
The home page of the Interactive Statistical Atlas of Slovenia97 recorded around 7,100 visitors.
Regional data in the geostatistics portal94 were accessed by around 5,700 users.
Source: calculations by SURS.

Legislation adopted in the field of multi-domain statistics in 2012:
•

Decree on drinking water supply, OJ RS, No. 88/2012.

•

Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) No 995/2012 of 26 October 2012 laying down detailed
rules for the implementation of Decision No 1608/2003/EC of the European Parliament and of the
Council concerning the production and development of Community statistics on science and
technology (32012R0995).

•

Commission Regulation (EU) No 1083/2012 of 19 November 2012 implementing Regulation (EC) No
808/2004 of the European Parliament and of the Council concerning Community statistics on the
information society (32012R1083).

95
96
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See: http://www.stat.si/eng/KrajevnaImena/ (21. 1. 2013).
See: http://www.stat.si/TematskaKartografija/Default.aspx?lang=eng (21. 1. 2013).
See: http://www.stat.si/eng/iatlas.asp (21. 1. 2013).
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6 Statistical infrastructure
6. 1 Legal framework of national statistics in Slovenia
Legal basis
During the period covered by the report, the underlying national legal bases for implementing
statistical services were:
- National Statistics Act98 (OJ RS, No. 45/95 and 9/01),
- Medium-Term Programme of Statistical Surveys 2008–201299 (OJ RS, No. 119/07),
- Annual Programme of Statistical Surveys 2012100 (OJ RS, No. 92/11 and 30/12),
- Priorities of the National Statistics in 2012101 (discussed by the Statistical Council of the Republic of
Slovenia at its 36th regular session on 7 June 2011),
- Regulations concerning standard classifications98, SURS’s internal acts102, interinstitutional
cooperation agreements.
The Annual Programme of Statistical Surveys 2013103 (OJ RS, No. 89/12) and the Medium-Term
Programme of Statistical Surveys 2013–2017104 (OJ RS, No. 79/12) were adopted. The Statistical
Council of the Republic of Slovenia discussed the Priorities of National Statistics in 2013105 at its 39th
regular session on 12 June 2012.
Slovene national statistics operates in line with Community legislation. The regulation on European
Statistics106 is the main regulation stipulating the operation of the European Statistical System.
For individual fields of statistics sectoral statistical legislation of the European Union is in force. In
2012, 8 acts were adopted; in this report their titles are stated at the end of each chapter, while the
entire list is published on the Eurostat website107. Operation of the Bank of Slovenia in the ESCB’s
statistical system is determined by the regulation concerning the collection of statistical information
by the European Central Bank and its amendments108.
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See Legislative framework of Slovenian national statistics. Available at: http://www.stat.si/eng/drz_stat_zakonski.asp (21. 1. 2013).
See Medium-term programme of statistical surveys 2008–2012. Available at: http://www.stat.si/doc/drzstat/SPSR-ang.pdf
(21. 1. 2013).
See Annual programme of statistical surveys for 2013. Available at: http://www.stat.si/eng/drz_stat_programi.asp (only in
Slovene, 21. 1. 2013).
See Priorities of the national statistics in 2012. Available at: http://www.stat.si/eng/PrikaziDatoteko.aspx?id=5156 (21. 1. 2013).
See Internal acts. Available at: http://www.stat.si/eng/stat_notranji.asp (21. 1. 2013).
See Annual programme of statistical surveys for 2013. Available at: http://www.uradni-list.si/1/content?id=110596 (only in
Slovene, 21. 1. 2013).
See Medium-term programme of statistical surveys 2013–2017. Available at:
http://www.stat.si/doc/drzstat/MediumTerm_2013-2017.pdf (21. 1. 2013).
See Priorities of the national statistics in 2013. Available at: http://www.stat.si/doc/drzstat/priorities2013.pdf (21. 1. 2013).
Regulation (EC) No 223/2009 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 11 March 2009 on European statistics and
repealing Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1101/2008 of the European Parliament and of the Council on the transmission of
data subject to statistical confidentiality to the Statistical Office of the European Communities, Council Regulation (EC)
No 322/97 on Community Statistics, and Council Decision 89/382/EEC, Euratom establishing a Committee on the
Statistical Programmes of the European Communities (32009R0223).
See: http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/portal/page/portal/ess_eurostat/legislation_in_force (21. 1. 2013).
Council Regulation (EC) No 2533/98 of 23 November 1998 concerning the collection of statistical information by the
European Central Bank (31998R2533) and Council Regulation (EC) No 951/2009 of 9 October 2009 amending Regulation
(EC) No 2533/98 concerning the collection of statistical information by the European Central Bank (32009R0951).
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SURS’s agreements on interinstitutional cooperation
Agreements regulate the issues of organisation, content and legal protection, while technical
protocols specify the transfer of data between the cooperating institutions. The agreements provide
statistical data protection and taking care of their quality; in addition, for SURS they guarantee
continuous provision of the necessary data for the continuity of data series.
In 2012, SURS concluded the following agreements and protocols (in chronological order):
- Annex No. 3 to the Agreement on data transmission, Subject-matter and technical supplement to
computer transmission of data with the Health Insurance Institute of Slovenia, 25 April 2012.
- Annex No. 1 to the Agreement on data transmission and technical protocol for takeover of data on
private telephone subscribers of fixed, IP and mobile numbers of natural and legal persons and
data on their electronic addresses and websites with the TSmedia d.o.o., 7 May 2012.
- Technical protocol on the exchange of data on paid dividends of public limited companies with the
Agency of the Republic of Slovenia for Public Records and Related Services, 28 May 2012.
- Agreement on cooperation in the field of national statistics, Technical protocol on taking over data
on births from the perinatal information system of the Republic of Slovenia, Technical protocol on
transmitting data on external trade, industrial and agricultural production of alcoholic beverages,
Technical protocol on transmitting data on socio-economic characteristics of the population of the
Republic of Slovenia, Technical protocol on transmitting data on the population of the Republic of
Slovenia, Technical protocol on transmitting data on health from the Survey on Income and Living
Conditions (EU-SILC), Technical protocol on transmitting data for the field of health care,
Technical protocol on taking over data on deaths from the Medical report on the Deceased,
Technical protocol on transmitting data on deaths from the Death Certificate and Technical
protocol on taking over data on temporary/permanent absence from work from the record of
temporary/permanent absence from work due to illness, injury, care, attendance and other
reasons (IVZ 3) with the National Institute of Public Health, 29 May 2012.
- Technical protocol on the exchange of data from the quality statistical survey on the operation of
business entities with the Agency of the Republic of Slovenia for Public Records and Related
Services, 4 June 2012.
- Annex to the Agreement on the exchange of data and Technical protocol on transmission of
personal income tax data with the Tax Administration of the Republic of Slovenia, 13 July 2012.
- Agreement on cooperation in transmitting data on the development of the electronic
communications market and Technical protocol of the Agreement on cooperation in transmitting
data on the development of the electronic communications market with the Post and Electronic
Communications Agency of the Republic of Slovenia , 21 June 2012.
- Annex No. 1 to the Agreement on transmission and use of data for statistical purposes, Technical
protocol on transmitting data on registration and change of data on earnings and the basis,
compensation, contributions paid and period of insurance (M-4 form), Technical protocol on
transmitting data on beneficiaries of pensions and other rights from pension and disability
insurance and amounts paid for December of the previous year and Technical protocol on
transmitting data on beneficiaries of pensions and other rights from pension and disability
insurance and annual amounts paid for the previous year with the Pension and Disability Insurance
Institute, 1 August 2012.
- Technical protocol for the survey on business services with the Agency of the Republic of Slovenia
for Public Records and Related Services, 13 November 2012.
- Technical protocol on transmitting data from the central register of dematerialised securities with
the KDD Central Securities Clearing Corporation, 18 December 2012.
- Technical protocol on transmitting data from the personal income tax prepayment for income from
self-employment with the Tax Administration of the Republic of Slovenia, 19 December 2012.

38

National Statistics in Slovenia – Annual Report 2012

6.2 Classifications
Economic classifications
In 2012, SURS offered support to AJPES and other users in classifying according to SKD and explaining
the classification, cooperated in Eurostat’s working group on further development of NACE
classification, the CIRCA forum and in exchanging and producing good practices in explaining
classifications.
In addition to the printed version of the Classification of Products by Activity (CPA) an electronic
version has been available since the beginning of 2012. This is a very useful tool for classifying and
detailed explanation of the SKD109.
In 2012, SURS implemented all planned activities regarding the preparation and publication of the
code list of short names of the Combined Nomenclature (CN); in early 2012, it had to be adjusted to
extensive changes in the HS nomenclature110, which is the basis for the CN. SURS prepared the links
between the CN and other classifications (SITC, SKD and BEC), which are used for presenting
Slovenia’s statistics of trade in goods.

Social classifications
SURS continued with subject-matter improvement of informatised statistical data collection which is
the basis for the KLASIUS e-search engine. In cooperation with universities and the competent
ministry, the collection was supplemented with data on older (inactive) education programmes from
the 1960-1995 period, which helped improve the efficiency and quality of coding with the help of the
KLASIUS e-search engine.
SURS cooperated in preparations for introducing KLASIUS in operative use at the Employment Service
of Slovenia (ZRZS). SURS prepared a complex conversion table between the code list of vocational
and professional education at the ZRSZ and the two classifications that compose KLASIUS. The
conversion table is the key tool for supporting the introduction and use of KLASIUS in records and
procedures at the ZRSZ. Together with detailed methodological explanations, the conversion table is
available to other users on SURS’s KLASIUS website111.
The setting up of a special e-mail address (klasius-skp.surs@gov.si) for asking and answering
questions has proven to be a good and friendly form of supporting users of social classifications. Via
this email address SURS received many questions related to the understanding and use of standard
classification systems KLASIUS and SKP-08 and answered them rapidly and comprehensively, which is
confirmed by frequent positive feedback from users.
In 2011, the IVZ started to introduce the new national code list of types of health activities (VZD) into
all collections of data from the field of health care which are managed by the IVZ. The task intensified
in 2012. The VZD code list was designed by the interinstitutional working group – which included the
IVZ, the ZZZS, the MZ and some other stakeholders – in order to prepare comparable data on health
activity that are collected and used for various purposes (for system management, for financing health
care, for statistical purposes, etc.). For introducing the VZD, the IVZ organised several training
seminars for persons employed in regional institutes of public health and persons employed by health
care providers.
In 2011, the IVZ continued with intensive preparation of the new Australian modification of the
international classification of the International Statistical Classification of Diseases and Related Health
109
110

111

See: http://www.stat.si/doc/pub/CPA_2008.pdf (12. 2. 2013).
HS – the nomenclature governed by the International Convention on the Harmonized Commodity Description and
Coding System is an international multipurpose nomenclature which was elaborated under the auspices of the World
Customs Organisation (WCO). It is amended every five years.
See: http://www.stat.si/klasius/ (12. 2. 2013).
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Problems (ICD-10-AM-6) for statistical purposes and the Classification of Therapeutic and Diagnostic
Procedures. The regulation on the use of the Australian modification of the ICD-10 and the
Classification of Therapeutic and Diagnostic Procedures was adopted in 2011, while the classifications
have been used by health care providers from 1 January 2013 on. Together with the MZ and the ZZZS,
in autumn 2012 the IVZ cooperated in organising and implementing training seminars on both
classifications for doctors in hospitals and together with the Medical Chamber of Slovenia
implemented training seminars for doctors at primary and secondary levels.

Territorial classifications
In 2012, all classifications related to administrative-territorial division used by SURS in collecting,
processing, analysing, transmitting and disseminating statistical data (Standard Classification of
Territorial Units112, code list of urban settlements, code list of foreign countries by the ISO3166
standard) were currently maintained.
The procedure of amending the NUTS regulation (Common Classification of Territorial Units for
Statistical Purposes)113 started in 2012. Slovenia’s proposal envisages changes at NUTS 3 and NUTS 2
levels.

6.3 Quality
Preparation and development of standard quality indicators
SURS continues to introduce the automated system of calculating standard quality indicators for
those indicators for which this is feasible; this means that indicators are calculated already during the
processing and are available together with statistical results.

Monitoring the quality in statistical surveys
Standard quality reports114 are an established way of reporting about the quality of conducting
statistical surveys and are for each survey updated every five years. In 2012, SURS started to prepare
updated versions of standard quality reports and was regularly preparing reports for those surveys for
which they had not yet been prepared. Standard quality reports are being regularly supplemented by
annual quality reports115, which provide to the users insight into the quality indicators. Annual quality
reports are also available in the English language. Such a review of quality is needed in introducing the
necessary measures for quality improvement. At the same time reports offer important information
for users.
In 2012, the draft standard quality report for the Business Register of Slovenia, which is one of the key
administrative data sources used by SURS, was also prepared.
SURS cooperated in the Eurostat task force group established to continue work on standardising the
quality reporting. The group prepared the new metadata structure called SIMS (Single Metadata
Structure), which links the structure for reporting reference metadata ESMS with the so-called ESQRS
(ESS Standard for Quality Reports Structure) structure that is intended for more detailed quality
reporting. The purpose of the SIMS structure is to enforce reporting according to the “once for all
purposes” principle. SIMS thus combines the concepts from ESMS and ESQRS. Work in the group will
continue in 2013 with the updating of the manual for preparing quality reports.

112
113
114
115
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Revision of the European Statistics Code of Practice
SURS continued to promote the revised Code among its employees and users. To this end a revised
brochure116 was published. Within the monitoring of progress in implementing the principles of the
Code, SURS coordinated activities with authorised producers of national statistics for preparing the
regular annual report for Eurostat on the situation regarding the implementation of the plan of
improvements for introducing the Code and reporting to the European Statistical Governance
Advisory Board (ESGAB).
Within the ESS, during the year extensive discussions were hold on the preparation and methodology
of the new series of peer reviews regarding the implementation of the principles of the Code in
Member States. Within the international cooperation, SURS was regularly monitoring and intensively
participating in these discussions; at the same time it intensified work on preparing internal plans to
introduce improvements for increasing the compliance at SURS. At the moment it seems that the next
set of peer reviews will start in early 2014.

6.4 Statistical processes and their improvement
Documentation for modernisation of standardisation of internal processes
In 2012, SURS published quality guidelines117, which gives a systematic description of individual parts
of the process of conducting a statistical survey and guidelines for their correct implementation. The
purpose of the document is to collect in one place and describe individual phases of the statistical
survey implemented by SURS. After the publication of this document the content was presented to
SURS’s employees. In 2013, a working group will be established which will take care of regular
updating of the document and promoting the use of SURS’s process model118 where relevant.
A group for documentation was also established; it prepared a proposal of documenting statistical
surveys which will provide an improved review of conducting statistical surveys. The new structure
follows the processes described in quality guidelines.
SURS adopted a standard of naming objects in databases, which will enable the preparation of general
solutions, more efficient cooperation between the involved parties in preparing the solutions, and
faster preparation and greater transparency.
Guidelines and procedures were adopted for preparing and conducting surveys that will involve ereporting.

General software solutions – process standardisation and automation
SURS continued to work on developing general software solutions for supporting the implementation
of statistical data editing. General, metadata-based application is being transferred to the new
environment and the introduction of this application into the regular process of conducting statistical
surveys continues. In an increasing number of surveys the lengthy procedures of manual editing are (at
least partly) being replaced by automated procedures of statistical editing. As regards data
aggregation, a software solution for data aggregation, calculation of sampling errors, disclosure
control and tabulation is being prepared. Special emphasis was on disclosure control, where the
general application is being upgraded with procedures for primary data protection, preparation of the
macro database and preparation of standardised and automated procedures for preparing data for the
SI-STAT data portal. For automating the refresh function of Oracle databases, additional applications
were developed that contribute to greater efficiency and autonomy of implementing the business
116
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See European Statistics Code of Practice. Available at:
http://www.stat.si/doc/drzstat/kakovost/Kodeks_zloženka_2012.pdf (25. 1. 2013).
See Quality Guidelines. Available at: http://www.stat.si/PrikaziDatoteko.aspx?id=6062 (25. 1. 2013).
See General process model at SURS. Available at: http://www.stat.si/eng/drz_stat_organiziranost.asp (11. 2. 2013).
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process. By introducing the general software solution for implementing primary and secondary data
protection, the process of disseminating protected data was simplified: software for preparing CSV
and RDA files for easier integration of Tau Argus.
SURS was successful in applying for European funds for the project Horizontal and vertical integration:
Implementing technical and statistical standards in the European Statistical System within which
activities will be implemented for harmonising reference metadata, implementing SDMX-RI and
preparing standard general solutions for statistical data processing.
In 2012, SURS continued to optimise and standardise internal processes. In the first half of the year
SURS prepared standards and as a regular activity introduced electronic sending of reminders. To this
end, the e-reminders application was developed. SURS prepared and introduced some smaller process
optimisations in preparing questionnaires and receiving data for price statistics surveys. As regards
administrative sources, SURS optimised the procedure for taking over data from multiple files, which
are reported by municipalities, and automated the integration process.

E-commerce
In 2012, SURS implemented all the necessary procedures (organisational, technical and process) and
prepared the production environment for e-reporting with the aim to start introducing e-reporting for
business entities on 1 January 2013.
By completing the external trade statistics project Development of Tools and Methods for Data
Exchange within a Centralised System on developing the tools and methods for data exchange within
the Intrastat system, SURS implemented an efficient upgrade/optimisation of existing software
solutions, developed some new software solutions and implemented and upgrade of hardware and
software in the Intrastat production environment and the external trade statistics information system.
SURS was successful in applying for European funds for the project Facilitation of data transfer from
enterprises to National Statistical Institutes within which activities will be implemented for optimising
the eSTAT application for e-reporting and the operation of the contact centre will be finally
established.

Communication with reporting units
In communicating with reporting business entities, SURS introduced standard informing of units about
the survey with two standards: standard elements on a printed questionnaire for enterprises: page
one, contact data of the reporting unit, form letter (letter of notification). Guidelines for designing the
printed questionnaire and confirming the questionnaire, and guidelines for the standard method of
reminding reporting units in surveys of enterprises and other business entities and templates for
reminders by method of reminding. In 2012, both standards were implemented at SURS’s business
surveys. SURS plans to update both standards in 2013.
With the paper entitled Eligibility status in Business Surveys – How to get the information and how to use
it119, SURS participated in the fourth ICES conference (International Conference on Establishment
Surveys) – research methods for businesses, farms and institutions. The paper presents a review of
practice in other countries regarding collecting data on enterprise status, describes the situation at
SURS and presents proposals for standardisation of questionnaires about the statuses in surveys of
business entities at SURS. The paper is thus a step towards standardising these issues at SURS.
The Contact Centre at SURS started to operate. It offers to enterprises general and subject-matter
assistance and is supported by the eSTAT Help Desk information solution. SURS finished the
preparation and testing of the Contact Centre, prepared standards and implemented final adjustments
of the equipment necessary for operation.
119
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SURS signed an umbrella agreement with the common contact centre of the state administration at
the Ministry of Justice and Public Administration regarding the takeover of offering first level technical
support to users of e-reporting for business entities.

Modernisation of procedures for survey planning and implementation
In the first half of 2012, SURS finished the first phase of the project of modernising the CATI studio.
The tightening of financing conditions and other government measures limited the project results to
the census of the existing situation, modernisation of interviewer training, monitoring interviewer
journeys and time use, and other operative solutions in the new conditions. In the second half of 2012
SURS continued to work on process optimisation and organisation of data collection from people and
households. The situation was analysed and development opportunities in this area were redefined.
Starting points for management and optimisation of existing methods of data collection were
prepared and the development and optimisation of the methods of data collection from people and
households with the introduction of new surveying methods (web surveying) and procedures that will
focus on the development of content, organisation and technical aspects of the appropriate
environment that will enable gradual transition to the possibility of selecting the method of
interviewing and thus facilitate the introduction of combined method of data collection.
In 2012, the research project on costs and errors in official surveys, which was implemented within the
target research project120 and partly financed by SURS, was completed. On the basis of analyses and
experiments, the Faculty of Economics and the Faculty of Social Sciences prepared the report, which
also contains recommendations that SURS will carefully study and prepare a plan to improve its
statistical production. Findings in the field of conducting individual and household surveys are: i) at the
moment telephone interviewing is the most favourable in terms of costs, ii) in the future telephone
interviewing will have to be combined (in addition to fieldwork) with web surveying and postal surveys,
iii) it will be necessary to analyse the bias of estimates as a result of the survey mode. In conducting
statistical surveys of business entities, it has been shown that i) business entities are usually very
familiar with the content, ii) they are aware of the importance to report the data, iii) despite good
knowledge of the content by reporting units, SURS still spends much resources in the data editing
phase.

Systems technical support for processes
SURS provides constant, quality and efficient support to users and takes care of the development and
comprehensive management and maintenance of own ICT infrastructure necessary for constant
availability of the information system and related uninterrupted implementation of the static and
business process.

Storage of final microdata
At the end of the year a project initiative was prepared to set up the project of storing final microdata
at SURS. The aim of this project is to prepare and organise the comprehensive system of storing final
microdata in line with SURS’s strategic guidelines and taking into account good practice of archival
and statistical professions.
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6.5 Reduction of administrative burden
Program to reduce the burden by 25%
Activities to reduce administrative burden by 25% continued at the national and international levels.
The Government prepared the amended Action Plan with which it will try to achieve the mentioned
goal. With changes in conducting the agricultural census in 2010 and the population census in 2011,
SURS has already achieved the required goal, i.e. 25% reduction of administrative burden.

SURS’s measures to reduce the reporting burden
SURS reduced the reporting burden with the following measures:
Activities to obtain data from administrative sources continue. SURS has set up the record of
administrative data collections, adopted instructions on takeover and signed agreements with the
managers of administrative data collections. By describing each data collection on the Surs.net
intranet portal, the objective of informing was achieved, since for every existing statistical surveys
or in preparing a new survey it enables a review of data sources already used by SURS.
Questionnaires are being amended for the possibility of electronic reporting.
By constantly following the adoption of legislation (especially legislation dealing with data
collection) and by actively cooperating in the preparation of the content of the regulation, SURS’s
endeavours are focused on preserving the existing data and collecting new ones in the way that is
applicable for statistical purposes.

The Strategic Group for the Elimination of Administrative Barriers finished its work
In 2012, the Strategic Group for the Elimination of Administrative Barriers at SURS measured census
legislation and set up records in the fields of education, environment and building permits. Within
regular tasks, SURS will continue to monitor the setting up of new records to be used in its work and
be actively involved in initiatives for more rational data collection once for several purposes.

Coordinated sampling and reduction of reporting burden
In conducting the surveys of business entities which are based on the probability sampling plan, in
2012 SURS used for the first time the principle of coordinated sampling with the aim to disperse the
reporting burden, particularly for smaller reporting units. The analysis of the effects of reduced
reporting burden of units with such method of sampling showed that significant burden reduction for
smaller reporting units can be achieved. Within the international annual conference Applied Statistics
2012121, SURS presented a paper on coordinated sampling in surveys of business entities, which
detailed the method used and the results achieved. The use of coordinated sampling continues in
2013. SURS will include in the process additional surveys based on probability samples.

6.6 Data security and protection
Statistical data protection
Within the standardisation of statistical data processing, in 2012 SURS started to test two versions of
the code in the SAS software, which were developed by the German and Swedish statistical office. By
using one of the versions, in some statistical surveys it will be possible to partly automate the
procedures of statistical protection of tables while in other surveys the procedure will be fully
automated and transferred to subject-matter specialists.
121
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In addition to regular surveys, the tables of the Census of Vineyards and the census of Agricultural
Holdings were statistically protected. SURS automated the protection of data on first names and
family names and transferred it to survey managers. Protection of the survey on persons in paid
employment by amount of earnings was also transferred to survey managers.
In the procedures of statistical data protection, SURS uses Tau- and Mu-Argus software. SURS
regularly monitors new versions, tests them and introduces them into production. On the Surs.net
intranet portal a site intended for statistical data protection was updated. The draft manual on
statistical protection of tables was written, which also describes the procedures of working with TauArgus.
In 2012, training of persons employed in regional offices of the Health Insurance Institute of Slovenia
was implemented.

Data protection committees at SURS and the IVZ
Data Protection Committee at SURS: The upward trend in the number of user requests for detailed
microdata was clear in 2012122. All requests were discussed by SURS’s Data Protection Committee
(OVP), which advised the Director-General on the method of providing researchers’ access to
microdata. The OVP was included in international activities, since SURS is known as one of the leading
statistical offices in the world in this area and is therefore a desired partner in international working
groups via which SURS’s good practice become practice in other national statistical offices as well as
activities managed by international organisations.
Via the OVP, SURS was active in many areas. Together with the United Nations and New Zealand,
SURS prepared a one-day seminar Challenges in providing access to micro-data for research purposes
within the Conference of European Statisticians 2013123. It cooperated in the working group within the
European statistical System that prepared the proposal of the Commission regulation on
implementing Regulation (EC) No. 223/2009 of the European Parliament and of the Council on
European statistics on the transmission of confidential data for scientific purposes and preparation of
guidelines for cross-border access to microdata within the OECD Expert Group for International
Collaboration on Micro-data Access. SURS had a presentation on the First European Data Access
Forum124 in Luxembourg and will organise 1st Regional Workshop on Microdata Access in European
Countries - Cooperation between National Statistical Institutes & Social Science Data Archives125, which
will take place in April 2013 in Ljubljana within the 7th framework program of the EU Data without
Boundaries126.
Personal Data Protection Committee at the IVZ: in 2012 work continued on some activities that
started in 2011: the normative regulation in the field of protection of personal data and information
adopted in 2011 was enforced (rules on personal data protection were updated and some procedures
for transmission of microdata to researchers and analysts were improved). The Personal Data
Protection Committee also continued to implement internal assessment of compliance of managing
personal data collections and the information environment with the Personal Data Protection Act and
the Rules on Personal Data Protection. Three internal assessments were carried out.
On the basis of information protection policies adopted in 2011, some changes were implemented in
the information and communication system; a system of secure data exchange between the IVZ and
SURS and between the IVZ and regional offices of the National Institute of Public Health was set up.

122
123
124
125
126
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Committee for Information Protection Management System at SURS
After the first year of validity of the security policy, in 2012 the Committee for Information Protection
Management System (OSUVI) performed the first annual review of the comprehensive information
protection system. Because SURS moved to a new location, three rules were changed (Rules on the
Protection of Personal Data of SURS’s Employees, Rules on the Protection of Data Collected through
the Programme of Statistical Surveys at SURS, and Rules on Providing and Controlling User Access)
and prepared new guidelines (Guidelines on Dealing with Portable ICT equipment and Guidelines on
Producing and Storing Backup Copies). In cooperation with subject-matter sectors and the EDP
Infrastructure and Technology Sector, the OSUVI took care of transferring personal data into the
protected server environment and started to make an inventory of information sources and their
keepers on the basis of the security policy. It also prepared requirements for the application for access
management, which will be prepared in cooperation with the EDP Infrastructure and Technology
Sector. It was regularly issuing opinions regarding the general data protection issues at SURS.
The OSUVI took part in the first meeting on information security organised by Eurostat. At the
meeting it presented the information security framework at SURS. The OSUVI will continue to
cooperate in the expert group on information security of the European Statistical System.

6.7 Important promotion events
22nd Statistical Days in Radenci
The 22nd international statistical conference entitled Public Sector between Myths and the Truth127
took place between 12 and 13 November 2012 in Radenci. As every year, the conference was organised
by the Statistical Society of Slovenia and the Statistical Office of the Republic of Slovenia. In the
opening part the Statistical Society of Slovenia presented the awards given for the first time in 2012.
The conference discussed the issue of definition, role and importance of the public sector, processes
and comparisons in space and time. The conference continued with the session on public finance,
which is currently the main economic challenge in Europe, and the session on public sector output, its
measurement and delimitation between public and private. The topic of the panel discussion was
personal data protection - challenges and practice in official statistics and the research community.
The emphasis was on even closer cooperation of institutions. Legal, organisational, process and
financial aspects must be considered as well as rationalisation, risks and data quality. Two more
session followed: on employees as the most important production factor in the public sector, and on
public sector processes and opportunities for improvement. In the hotel lobby the project Data
without Boundaries was presented. SURS’s Young Statisticians Forum presented original ideas for
promoting statistical data. The Pension and Disability Insurance Institute and the Bank of Slovenia also
presented their activities.
Nineteen papers were presented at the conference, which was attended by 95 participants, 7 from
abroad, from two countries and from the OECD and the European Central Bank (ECB). In addition to
SURS’s experts, Slovene participants came from the authorised producers of official statistics (Ministry
of Finance, Bank of Slovenia, Agency of the Republic of Slovenia for Public Legal Records and Related
Services, Institute of Public Health, Pension and Disability Insurance Institute), from government
agencies and institutions that closely co-operate with SORS and that are important data users and/or
providers, from the scientific and research community and from some enterprises.
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6.8 SURS and public relations
SURS and media relations
In 2012, SURS organised 16 press conferences128, 12 regular monthly and 4 additional. At the regular
ones SURS presented topical indicators and analyses of data for various fields and phenomena.
Additional press conferences were held at the publication of brochures Quality of Life and Prices in
Slovenia (both times with a comment by invited speakers) and when two topics interesting for
Slovenia (public sector and the status of young people) were presented.
As an open institution, in communicating with the media SURS promoted additional cooperation of
statisticians in interpreting data for the media in the form of statements and interviews with the aim to
present official statistics in the media and thus to the general public as best as possible.
In 2012, more detailed monitoring of the publication of SURS’s data in the media was established. The
basis for this was the clipping of the Infoklip for the entire state administration, which is administered
by the UKOM; it covers only the main national and some important international media. Despite the
lack of coverage of the media, the citation statistics for SURS’s data shows that on average 3 to 5
media per day use statistical data in their articles. Due to the cooperation with the daily newspaper
Delo, from autumn on – when infographics started to be published on the last page of this daily
newspaper – the promotion of statistical data improved further.
SURS prepared for press releases the media in which it marked special days and holidays through
statistical data; in 2012, 37 such web news were published129. In addition, SURS was informing the
professional and general public about the events important for SURS and for national statistics130.
In 2012, SURS received 3 written requests for public information and 45 questions from journalist
according to the Media Act; all requests were granted. As explained in the Catalogue of131, in dealing
with requests for statistical data SURS acts in line with the National Statistics Act.

Traditional participation in the Student Arena
SURS traditionally participated in the 2012 Student Area. At this event young statisticians presented
official statistics, SURS’s activities and national statistics in Slovenia to an important use group –
students and pupils. For this occasion a statistical comic book was published entitled Peter, a
statistically characteristic model132. With the help of a quiz on the web portal133 official statistics and
characteristics of Slovenia presented with these data were presented to visitors in an attractive way.

6.9 Data dissemination at SURS and authorised producers of
national statistics
SURS is upgrading its website and the SI-STAT Data Portal
The project of upgrading the website, which is the most important tool for disseminating statistical
data and information to users, intensified in 2012. Within this project, SURS is preparing an update of
fields of statistics with the aim to improve the transparency of the content for the users, a dynamic
structure of the website with simplified access to all data and documents of an individual field of
statistics, and a change in the website design. A special part of the new website will be intended for
reporting units. The project of upgrading the website will be concluded in 2013.
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On the SI-STAT Data Portal, in 2012 SURS added some new content (data on the 2010 agricultural
census, data on occupied and unoccupied dwellings, and trade in goods by enterprise characteristics)
and updated the existing content with new time points. At the end of 2012 the SI-STAT Data Portal
contained 4,656 tables in Slovene and English for 30 fields of statistics. The SI-STAT Data Portal had
10,669 registered users.

SURS’s publishing activity
SURS was regularly publishing statistical data in line with the advance release calendar134, both in
Slovene and in English; of the 723 publications, most were published as First Releases (519) and
Electronic Releases (152).
As in the previous years, SURS issued the Statistical Yearbook, Slovenia in Figures and Slovene regions
in Figures. Selected statistical data were published once a month in the publication entitles Some
Important Statistics on Slovenia.
Publications from the Brochures collection are intended for the general and professional public; in
2012 five titles were issued: Quality of Life, Education in Slovenia, The 2010 Agricultural Census –
Every Farm Counts, Prices in Slovenia, and From Traineeship to retirement. For promoting the
Statistical Office and the use of statistical data, SURS published a new publication entitled How to
Obtain Statistical Data and Information? For promotion among young people, SURS published a
comic book entitled Peter, a statistically characteristic model.
Regional content was again presented in the publication Slovene Regions in Figures and in the
interactive electronic publication Slovene Municipalities in Figures.
In 2012, websites of all online versions of SURS’s publications together had around 121,000 visitors. Most of the
visitors (around 24,000) were recorded on the first page of Statistical Yearbook, followed by Some Important
Statistics on Slovenia (around 8,000) and Slovene regions in Figures (around 5,000).
The first page of the interactive online version of Slovene Municipalities in Figures was visited by 13,000 visitors,
while all pages together had 109,000 visitors.
Source: SURS’s calculations.

Access to data of authorised producers of national statistics
Regular publications of statistical data in line with the Annual Programme of Statistical Surveys for
2012 are also available on the websites of other authorised producers of national statistics.
Agency of the Republic of Slovenia for Public and Legal Records and Related Services (AJPES) was
regularly publishing on its website135 monthly aggregated data on Payment of salaries by legal entities
of the public and private sectors and data on legal entities with overdue outstanding obligations within
five consecutive days in an individual month. From databases of companies, cooperatives, sole
proprietors, non-profit organisations – legal persons governed by private law and societies, AJPES
prepared information on operation of companies in the Republic of Slovenia in 2011, information on
operation sole proprietors in the Republic of Slovenia in 2011, information on operation of non-profit
organisations – legal persons governed by private law in the Republic of Slovenia in 2011 and
information on operation of societies in the Republic of Slovenia in 2011. AJPES also prepared
information on operation of companies and sole proprietors for each statistical region and published
all these data on its web portal.
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Bank of Slovenia (BS) was regularly publishing on its website the monthly statistical bulletin136 in
Slovene and English. In addition to extensive data from monetary and financial statistics, the statistics
of international relations and financial accounts statistics, it also contains data from general economic
and public finance statistics. On the website regular information on the statistics of international
relations (in Slovene only) was published every month. In addition, bilingual printed annual
publications on foreign direct investment and on financial accounts were published.
In 2012, the BS in cooperation with SURS and the MF was publishing data, metadata and release
calendar in line with the International Monetary Fund’s standard, the implementation of which is being
monitored by the IMF on the national website137. The standard provides internationally comparable
macroeconomic transparency that enables early detection of financial problems and facilitates access
to international financial markets. On the BS website users can browse time series of data from
Bulletin tables, detailed data from financial accounts statistics and some of the regularly published
data. In addition, within the dissemination of data for the euro area, comparable indicators of
harmonised monetary and financial statistics for the euro area and for individual Member States are
also available.
Ministry of Finance (MF) was regularly publishing on its website data on government finance
statistics138: first releases of monthly data on state budget realisation, quarterly data on state budget
debt, annual data on consolidated balance of the state budget, municipal budgets, ZPIZ and ZZZS,
annual data on municipal budgets – total and for each municipality by the economic classification,
program classification and functional activities. The Bulletin of Government Finance is also available
on the MF website with series of data from 1992 on.
National Institute of Public Health (IVZ)139 was regularly transmitting statistical data and information
from the field of health and health care to Eurostat and other international organisations (OECD,
WHO, ILO, etc.). It was also transmitting data in the form of international questionnaires, which were
prepared together with the Ministry of Health, the Slovenian radiation Protection Administration, the
Institute of Oncology and SURS.
Employment Service of Slovenia (ZRSZ) was regularly providing monthly statistical data on
registered unemployment, job vacancies, financial benefits and people included in employment
policies; brief information on registered unemployment; extensive analyses and reviews of data on its
website140. Data from the ZRSZ records were presented at 11 press conferences141. In publishing the
data, the ZRSZ explains the content (methodological explanations) and takes care that the users who
have specific inquiries get all the necessary explanations important for understanding the content and
interpreting the data on its website142.
Pension and Disability Insurance Institute of Slovenia (ZPIZ) was publishing on its website143 the
monthly statistical review for compulsory pension and disability insurance. The English version of the
statistical review is published at the annual level. On the website a part of the monthly statistical
review is also available in the latest technologies with the help of COGNOS. A glossary of statistical
terminology of pension and disability insurance is also available as well as annual publications Pension
and Disability Insurance in Figures. In the Annual Report, the ZPIZ regularly publishes a chapter
Statistical Data on Insured Persons and Beneficiaries.
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6.10 Cooperation with users
Support to users and transmission of statistical data
In 2012, SURS received 1,959 written requests for data and 3,402 telephone calls requesting data. The
Information Centre was visited by 66 users. The most numerous user group (almost a third of all users)
was users from the field of science and education, mostly students, representing 68% of users from
this group. The second most numerous user group was business entities, representing 22% of all users.
Compared to 2011, the group of foreign users increased by 4 percentage points. Users most frequently
require data from the field of demography and labour market statistics. For demographic data 349
requests (18% of all written requests) were received, of which 27% for population census data. Most
data requests were received in the first quarter of the year (600 written requests and 1,117 telephone
calls).
Transmission of microdata for research purposes: Scientific and research institutions, general
government bodies and individual researchers have the possibility to access statistically protected
microdata on the basis of the signed contract and statement on data protection. At the end of 2012,
46 contracts for access to microdata in the so-called secure room or via remote access were signed and
microdata were processed by 66 users (40 in the secure room, 15 via remote access and 11 using both
options). In the secure room users worked almost 800 hours (in 2011 51 users worked 450 hours).
Transmission of European statistical data: SURS in included in the Eurostat project European
Statistical Data Support144 for free help to users accessing European statistical data. In 2012, SURS
received 120 inquiries from users who requested statistical data on European countries, which was
19% more than in the previous year. Most of the requests are still received from students and from the
academic community (41%), followed by business entities (33%); the number of the latter has recently
been growing. Demand by the government and public administration is also growing; these users
represent 12% of all requests for European data.

Transmission of statistical data to international institutions
In 2012, SURS received 34 international questionnaires (most of them for annual, two for monthly and
three for quarterly reporting periodicity) for data from various fields of statistics. In preparing the data,
SURS was helped by other institutions, the most frequently by the IVZ and the MKO, but also by the
Slovenian Roads Agency, the Slovenian Forestry Institute, the MDDSZ, the Policy and the Fisheries
Research Institute of Slovenia.

Cooperation with users via the Statistical Council of the Republic of Slovenia and
statistical advisory committees
In 2012, the Statistical Council145 met three times at regular sessions; it discussed the proposals of
documents related to the annual and the medium-term programmes of statistical surveys and took
note of some SURS’s activities regarding information security, work in the field of crime statistics,
SURS’s international cooperation and other information such as amending of the European Statistics
Code of Practice, envisaged changes of the Regulation on European Statistics and the presentation of
the ESCB public commitment on European statistics. With reference to the amended Annual
programme of Statistical Surveys for 2012, a correspondence session was held.
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In 2012, 23 statistical advisory committees146 were active at SURS; they had around 400 external
members. Fifteen meetings were organised at which many initiatives, recommendations and opinions
of members were presented, e.g. regarding the takeover of data from administrative records,
collection and expansion of the set of data, and strengthening cooperation between SURS and data
users as well as among various institutions. In addition to information on implemented and planned
tasks from the field of work of individual committees, at meetings the participating institutions were
presented (the use of statistical data, presentation of projects) and general training presentations of
SURS from the field of data protection, obtaining microdata and access to data on the SI-STAT Data
Portal were organised.

6.11 International cooperation
Cooperation in the European Statistical System and the European System of Central
Banks
SURS was active within the European Statistical System (ESS) at all levels of operation and decisionmaking. It was actively participating in decisions on strategic issues of European statistics, which took
place at the highest level in the European Statistical System Committee (ESSC) and in the Partnership
Group. SURS’s representatives were also active in directors’ groups for individual fields of statistics
and various working groups. SURS was effectively involved in the process of preparation, coordination
and adoption of European legislation in the field of statistics both within the working bodies of the
European Commission (Eurostat) and within the Council Working Party on Statistics. SURS was also
active in implementing different projects in the field of statistics which are co-financed by the
European Commission (Eurostat) and which are aimed at providing support in conducting high-quality
statistical surveys and developing different fields of statistics within the ESS. SURS was also actively
involved in the work of the European Statistical Advisory Committee (ESAC), which brings together
representatives of users of European statistical data. SURS’s Director-General was appointed ESS
representative in this committee.
In May 2012, SURS successfully completed the leading role in the cooperation of five countries in the
field of statistics, which included statistical offices of Austria, the Czech Republic, Hungary, Slovakia
and Slovenia. The cooperating countries came to a common conclusion that further activities of this
initiative in this form were no longer necessary.
In 2012, the Bank of Slovenia continued successful cooperation in the Statistics Committee of the
European System of Central Banks (ESCB), its working groups on government finance statistics,
monetary and financial statistics, external statistics, general economic statistics, euro area accounts,
securities statistics, and statistical information systems as well as occasional thematic groups. In 2012,
the BS representative was entrusted with a two-year mandate of leading the JEGR expert group on
integration of supervisory and statistical requirements towards credit institutions under the auspices
of the ECB and the EBA.
In addition, in 2012 the BS cooperated in Eurostat groups on financial accounts and government
finance, balance of payments, foreign direct investment ("FDI network") and FATS. It also cooperates
in the Committee on Monetary, Financial and Balance of Payments Statistics (CMFB), the main body
for harmonising strategic issues of European financial statistics.

International cooperation
As regards international multilateral cooperation, SURS is participating in the work of the Conference
of European Statisticians (CES) at the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe, the CES
Bureau (one of the members being SURS’s Director-General), the United Nations Statistical
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Commission and various specialised agencies, including special funds and various United Nations
programmes. SURS is also active within the OECD Committee of Statistics and is fulfilling statistical
commitments towards this organisation.
SURS also cooperated with international scientific associations in the field of statistics, among them
the International Statistical Institute (ISI) and its section the International Association for Official
Statistics (IAOS). In December 2012 SURS’s Director-General was elected ISI Vice President for the
2013-2017 period.
On the basis of signed agreements on cooperation in the field of statistics and within the programme
of bilateral development cooperation of Slovenia, SURS offered professional assistance in the field of
statistics to Western Balkan countries. In 2012, 4 projects of bilateral technical assistance were
implemented; with Bosnia and Herzegovina on energy statistics, general methodology and economic
accounts for agriculture, and with Serbia on national accounts.
In 2012, the Bank of Slovenia offered professional assistance in the fields of monetary and financial
statistics to the central bank of Albania.

Participation of SURS’s representatives in international events and events within the
EU
SURS’s representatives participate in regular meetings organised within the EU, UN and OECD
because this is the condition for the operation of the European Statistical System and the mentioned
international organisations and the method of preparing official statistical data. Statisticians
cooperate in the European Statistical System in very different fields of statistics, which is why a larger
number of meetings attended by representatives of all national statistical offices (including SURS) are
organised. In addition, this is the commitment arising from membership of the Republic of Slovenia in
the EU and international organisations. Participation in these meetings does not only affect the
method of preparing official statistical data and as a result the quality of statistics, but also involves
active cooperation in making decisions and new commitments that have an important financial impact
on SURS’s work.
In 2012, SURS’s representatives participated in 352 international events and events in the EU. Of the
342 employees, 131 (38.3%) participated in the mentioned international events, some of them several
times, so that the total number of participations was 413. The average duration of activities was 1.9
days and the average number of SURS’s participants per even was 1.2. As regards the purpose, SURS’s
representatives took part in 276 (67%) working meetings and 107 (31%) training events. Most of the
events were organised by EU institutions (226) and by international organisations (UN, OECD), 52. The
highest number of activities was financed by the European Commissions (170 or 49.6%), followed by
events entirely financed by SURS (110 or 32.1%) and events financed by grants (47 or 13.7%).
In 2012, SURS organised or cooperated in the organisation of 28 international events with participants
from Eurostat, UNECE, OECD, IMF, World Bank, national statistical offices and other institutions.

SURS is also active in international research projects
SURS is active is two international projects taking place within the 7th Framework Programme147. By
cooperating in such international projects SURS obtains experience with international activities which
are an increasingly widespread form of cooperation between national statistical offices and
universities.
The BLUE-ETS project – New challenges in the field of official business statistics148 finished on 31
March 2013. In addition to SURS and the Faculty of Economic in Ljubljana, the project involved 12
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other partners – offices and universities from Europe. The leader of the project is the Italian statistical
office ISTAT. Fields in which the project was implemented and in which it provided theoretical and
practical results are: lowering of the response burden, determining and simplifying priorities, cost
reduction for enterprises (particularly those that arise from double reporting), transformation of data
collection into a less burdensome and more informative process, and transformation and
modernisation of the entire statistical process. The project is structured in 11 work packages (WP).
SURS is active in WP2 NSIs’ practices concerning business burden and motivation and WP8
Methodological case studies. For WP3 Business perspectives related to NSIs’ statistics, the
implementation of which was the responsibility of the Faculty of Economic in Ljubljana, SURS sent
extensive data. Work in WP2 and WP 3 finished in mid-2011 and findings and recommendations are
the basis for determining the cases upon which within WP8 case studies were prepared.
Main findings and recommendations of WP8 of the BLUE-ETS project:
- WP8 is the continuation of research work in BLUE-ETS WP2 and WP3. It is divided into two parts: (1)
reports on case studies prepared by Sweden Norway and Slovenia and discussions of the reasons and
consequences of actual and perceived response burden in official statistics, and (2) explicit measures
that should have impact on reducing actual response burden and motivating businesses for reporting
with the aim to provide timely and accurate data.
- In addition to monitoring the response burden at annual level, NSIs should monitor and manage actual
response burden for each business and each survey.
- The perceived burden should also be regularly and systematically measured by NSIs.
- The potential in larger motivation to participate in surveys is the promotion of the usefulness of collected
data and statistics prepared by NSIs. Higher reputation of NSIs probably also has a large impact on higher
motivation, but further research is needed to confirm this.
- NSIs must continue to improve questionnaires and their design. Further research should find with what
measures web questionnaires could be improved and how all the potentials brought by the new technology
could be used as best as possible.
- NSIs should collected so-called paradata, i.e. process data with which burdens, costs and the quality of
statistics could be analysed. Further research of the response burden and motivation in business surveys
should be based on an experimental plan.
The Data without Boundaries project149 will improve access to national statistical microdata for
research purposes, particularly from the point of view of cross-border analyses. The consortium of 27
partner institutions is composed of statistical offices, data archives and universities. SURS is actively
involved in analysing statistical legislation, promotion of the use of statistical microdata for research
purposes and testing of new software solutions for the protection of microdata. By presenting the
poster SURS participated in the first European Data Access Forum in Luxembourg150. As the leading
statistical institution in the region in the field of transmitting microdata for research purposes, in April
2013 SURS will organise a regional workshop for Eastern Europe in Ljubljana151. The two-day workshop
attended by 20 countries will be chaired by SURS’s Director-General. At the workshop SURS will
present its cooperation with the Social Sciences Data Archives and various forms of microdata from
population censuses that SURS prepared to the researchers.

149
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See: http://www.dwbproject.org/ (17. 2. 2012).
See: http://dwbproject.org/events/edaf1.html (14. 3. 2013).
See: http://dwbproject.org/events/regional_workshop1.html (14. 3. 2013).
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6.12 Organisation, human resources and training at SURS
SURS’s internal organisation and human resource management
SURS is organised in eight sectors and four services152. Due to the rationalisation of procedures and
adjustment to changes in work and structure of tasks, the internal organisation structure was adjusted
by reducing the number of internal organisational units by joining them. This resulted in a lower
number of management positions. Work in sectors is organised in departments. On 31 December 2013
SURS had 324 employees. In view of the common human resource plan on state administration bodies
for 2012 this is 33 employees less. The decline in employment was the result of retirement of public
employees and restrictions in the employment of public employees. In line with the Decree on internal
organisation, posts classification, posts and titles in the bodies of public administration and justice,
SURS prepared 15 proposals of the Rules on internal organisation and post classification. With these
changes effective distribution and placement of employees was provided, which resulted in quality
and timely performance of planned tasks.
In 2012, 22 employees terminated their employment at SURS; 18 of them retired and 4 terminated
their employment by consent. Due to austerity measures and restrictions in employment, in 2012
SURS did not have any calls for permanent employment. Four fixed-term employment contracts were
signed – labour costs for two of them are financed from other sources and two contracts were signed
to replace employees on maternity leave.

Training of employees
SURS’s employees and persons employed by authorised producers of national statistics were trained
on the basis of the 2012 Training Catalogue. Training was implemented in the field of statistics as well
as in the fields necessary for effective and quality performance of tasks. Various forms of training
(workshops, courses, seminars, exchange of good practice, etc.) implemented by internal and external
experts in SURS’s premises were attended by 474 SURS’s employees and 34 persons employed by
authorise producers.
SURS’s employees were informed about new developments in the narrow field of work in training
sessions organised outside SURS. 97 employees attended these training sessions.
Five SURS’s employees were studying part time to obtain formal education. SURS signed education
contracts with them: one was studying to obtain upper secondary education, three to obtain the title
of Master of Science and two to obtain the titles of Doctor of Science.
In the 2012/2013 school year the government of the Republic of Slovenia awarded scholarships for 8
students for SURS: three IT specialists, two economists, two social informatics specialists and one
mathematician.

SURS’s problem with business premises finally solved
After several years of efforts to solve the problem of business premises, at the start of 2012 SURS’s
moved to the premises that provide the highest data protection standards, appropriate working
conditions for employees and rational implementation of national statistics activity. The move to the
new location (Litostrojska cesta 54) was implemented rapidly and rationally in two phases: employees
that used to work at Vožarski pot 12 moved on 9 January 2012, while employees that used to work at
Parmova 33 moved two weeks later. By moving to a new location SURS obtained a new, secure data
centre, a modern library, a CATI studio and new, secure and modern offices.
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See: http://www.stat.si/eng/drz_stat_organigram.asp (14. 2. 2011).
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6.13 Communication with and between SURS’s personnel
Surs.net intranet portal
In addition to meetings and discussions among employees, as the main communication tool in internal
communication SURS uses the Surs.net intranet portal. The portal’s modern design enables the flow
of information and two-way communication and serves as a tool in the working process. Because this
is an open portal, it enables publishing not only to editors, authors and administrators of individual
pages, but in some of the sections to every employee. This stimulates dialogue among employees and
participation in the working process.
Surs.net enables employees to be informed about the decisions made by SURS’s management; a
special page has all minutes of top management meetings and methodological meetings immediately
after they are held. Methodological meetings are held to discuss open issues regarding
methodologies, conducting surveys, strategic policies and searching for better solutions to various
problems regarding national statistics.

Project work
SURS uses project work in conducting more demanding surveys with longer periodicity (e.g. various
censuses), at major revisions of surveys or to introduce new procedures and methods of work in
infrastructural areas. Project implementation is done in line with the rules on project organisation and
method of work at SURS153. In 2012, SURS finished completed two long-term projects: the move to
new premises and the 2010 Agricultural Census. The current projects at SURS are: setting up
electronic reporting at SURS (eSTAT), revising the Household Budget Survey, setting up and
maintaining the multipurpose register S_PRS, standardisation of editing and imputation, upgrading
the SURS website, setting up a comprehensive system for disseminating geostatistics at SURS and
storage of final microdata. There is a special page on the Surs.net intranet portal for monitoring the
development of current projects. Progress in implementing individual projects is reported monthly by
project managers at the top management meeting.

Quarterly reports on SURS’s work
SURS continued the good practice of preparing quarterly reports on work done, which contain data on
changes in human resources, participation in training, review of international cooperation, key data on
the success in data collection, a review of hours worked, a review of the financial situation and data on
communication with the public. Quarterly reports are a key mechanism for monitoring SURS’s
operations. Reports are discussed by the top management at its meetings and employees are
informed about them via the Surs.net intranet portal.

6.14 Financial operations
Legal bases
The legal bases for financing SURS are acts that apply to the entire state administration and are stated
as sources taken into account in SORS's financial operations:
- Budget of the Republic of Slovenia for 2012 (OJ RS, No. 96/2010, 37/2012),
- Republic of Slovenia Budget for 2011 and 2012 Implementation Act (ZIPRS1011) (OJ RS, Nos.
96/2010 4/2011, 45/2011 Odl.US: U-I-1/11-15, 22/2012-ZUKN-C, 37/2012),
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See: http://www.stat.si/doc/stat_urad/pravilniki/PRAVILNIK%20O%20PROJEKTNI%20ORGANIZACIJI%20DELA.doc
(21. 3. 2013).
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-

Rules on procedures for implementing the budget of the Republic of Slovenia (OJ RS, Nos.
50/2007, 61/2008, 99/2010-ZIPRS1011, 3/2013),
Public Finance Act (OJ RS, Nos. 11/2011-UPB4, 110/2011-ZDIU12),
Public Procurement Act (OJ RS, Nos. 125/2006, 16/2008, 19/2010, 18/2011, 43/2012 Odl.US: U-I211/11-26, 90/2012),
Accounting Act (OJ RS, Nos. 23/1999, 30/2002-ZJF-c),
Fiscal Balance Act (OJ RS, Nos. 40/2012, 55/2012 Skl.US: U-I-162/12-5, Up-626/12-5, 96/2012-ZPIZ2, 104/2012-ZIPRS1314, 105/2012).

Financial operations
SURS is a direct budget user. In 2012, SURS spent EUR 13,133,374 in implementing its plan of work.
The highest share of costs (EUR 12,656,984 or 96.4%) was financed by the state budget; EUR 459,359
EUR or 3.5% was financed from European funds and EUR 10,438 or 0.1 % from own activity.
In SURS’s financial plan that is financed from the state budget, the highest share is that of labour
costs; EUR 8,932,449. In January 2012, SURS moved to new business premises at Litostrojska 54. This
was also the reason for higher material costs compared to previous years (the costs of moving and rent
for business premises and office equipment), which in 2012 amounted to EUR 2,436,692. The costs of
larger surveys and international cooperation amounted to EUR 740,878. For investment in information
technology, for purchasing hardware and licences, SURS spent EUR 371,594.
For development tasks and for some surveys European funds in the amount of EUR 459,359 were
spent.
Revenues from own activity in the amount of EUR 10,438 were spent for material and for printing
services.
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List of abbreviations
AJPES
HBS
ARRS
AZN
GDP
BEC
BS
CIRCA
CMFB
COICOP
CPA
CRP
CURS
VAT
DVK
EBA
ECB
EF
EFGS
EHIS
EHSIS
EGR
EORI
EAA
ESAC
ESAW
ESCB
ESGAB
ESMS
ESA
ESS
ESSC
ESQRS
EU
eVŠ
FATS
FADN
FDV
GURS
HS
IAOS
ICT
ILO
ISCED
ISI

Agency of the Republic of Slovenia for Public Legal Records and Related Services
Household Budget Survey
Slovenian Research Agency
Insurance Supervision Agency
Gross domestic product
Classification by Broad Economic Categories of the United Nations
Bank of Slovenia
Communication & Information Resource Centre Administrator (communication tool)
Committee on Monetary, Financial and Balance of Payments Statistics
Classification of Individual Consumption According to Purpose
Classification of Products by Activity
Central Population Register
Customs Administration of the Republic of Slovenia
Value added tax
National Electoral Commission
European Banking Authority
European Central Bank
Faculty of Economics, University of Ljubljana
European Forum for Geostatistics
European Health Interview Survey
European Health and Social Inclusion Survey
EuroGroups Register
Economic Operators’ Registration and Identification system
Economic Accounts for Agriculture
European Statistical Advisory Committee
European Statistics on Accidents at Work
European System of Central Banks
European Statistical Governance Advisory Board
Euro SDMX metadata structure
European System of Accounts
European Statistical System
European Statistical System Committee
ESS Standard for Quality Reports Structure
European Union
Higher education information system
Foreign Affiliates Statistics
Farm Accountancy Data Network
Faculty of Social Sciences
Surveying and Mapping Authority of the Republic of Slovenia
Harmonized Commodity Description and Coding System
International Association for Official Statistics
Information and telecommunication technology
International Labour Organization
International Standard Classification of Education
International Statistical Institute
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IVZ
JEGR
KASPeR
KIS
KLASIUS
CN
LMP
MDDSZ
IMF
MEETS
MF
MFI
MGRT
MIZKŠ
ICD
MKO
MORS
MZ
NAMEA
NUTS
OECD
OSUVI
OVP
UN
REN
R&D
SDMX
SHA
SILC
SIMSTAT
SIMS
SI-STAT
SKD
SKP
SITC
SURS
UKOM
UMAR
UNECE
UNESCO
UNESCO-UIS
VZD
WHO
ZPIZ
ZRSZ
ZZZS
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National Institute of Public Health
Joint Expert Group on Reconciliation
Mapping application of statistical data e-dimensions
Agricultural Institute of Slovenia
Classification System of Education and Training
Combined Nomenclature
Labour Market Policy (Eurostat methodology)
Ministry of Labour, Family and Social Affairs
International Monetary Fund
Modernisation of the European Enterprise and Trade Statistics
Ministry of Finance
Monetary financial institutions
Ministry of Economic Development and Technology
Ministry of Education, Science, Culture and Sport
International Statistical Classification of Diseases and Related Health Problems
Ministry of Agriculture and the Environment
Ministry of Defence
Ministry of Health
National Accounting Matrix including Environmental Accounts
Nomenclature of Territorial Units for Statistics
Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development
Committee for Information Protection Management System (at SURS)
Data Protection Committee (at SURS)
United Nations
Real Estate Register kept by the Surveying and Mapping Authority
research and development
Statistical Data and Metadata eXchange
System of Health Accounts
Statistics on Income and Living Conditions
Single Market Statistics
Single Metadata Structure
SURS’s data portal
Standard Classification of Activities
Standard Classification of Occupations
Standard International Trade Classification
Statistical Office of the Republic of Slovenia
Government Communication Office
Institute of Macroeconomic Analysis and Development
United Nations Economic Commission for Europe
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organizations
UNESCO Institute for Statistics
code list of types of health activities
World Health Organization
Pension and Disability Insurance Institute
Employment Service of Slovenia
Health Insurance Institute of Slovenia

