
17 October is the International Day for the Eradication of Poverty. The day was proclaimed by
the United Nations General Assembly in 1992 with the aim to promote awareness of the need
to eradicate poverty in the world. What exactly is poverty? How do we compare differently
developed countries?
Statistical offices of the EU Member States measure relative poverty, i.e. how many people are
poor compared to others. We suppose that due to their low income poor people cannot afford
to have a life that is deemed normal for the society in which they live.

https://www.stat.si/StatWeb/en
https://www.un.org/en/observances/day-for-eradicating-poverty


At-risk-of-poverty threshold and at-risk-of-poverty
rate in Slovenia

EUR 739 per month
was the at-risk-of-poverty threshold for Slovenia in 2020. In the last 15 years, it has
increased by about 70% in nominal terms and by about 30% in real terms.

12.4 %
or 254,000 residents of Slovenia lived below the at-risk-of-poverty threshold in 2020. The
at-risk-of-poverty rate was therefore 12.4%.

0.2 percentage points
higher than 15 years ago was the at-risk-of-poverty rate. It was the lowest in 2009, just before the
beginning of the financial crisis (11.3%), and the highest in 2013 and 2014 (14.5%). In recent years, it
has been slowly declining again.



In 2019, 16.5% or 72 million people in the EU-27 lived on incomes below the at-risk-of-
poverty threshold. The at-risk-of-poverty rate was the lowest in Czechia (10.1%) and the
highest in Romania (23.8%). The share of people below the at-risk-of-poverty threshold in
Slovenia was relatively low. It was lower than in Slovenia in only three EU-27 Member States
(Czechia, Finland and Slovakia).
The at-risk-of-poverty threshold in 2019 was the highest in Luxembourg and the lowest in
Romania. Slovenia ranked 15th; it was therefore higher in fourteen EU Member States, and
lower in twelve. With a threshold in purchasing power standards, i.e. the indicator that
excludes differences in price levels between countries, Slovenia was right in the middle.

At-risk-of-poverty rate in the EU-27: 16.5%
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The lowest at-risk-of-poverty or social exclusion rate
in the last two years

15 %
or 309,000 residents of Slovenia were at-risk-of-poverty or social exclusion in 2020:

254,000
of them lived below the at-risk-of-poverty threshold.

62,000
of them were severely materially deprived (of whom 29,000 were below the at-risk-
of-poverty threshold and 33,000 above the threshold).

74,000
of them lived in households with very low work intensity (of whom 46,000 were
below the at-risk-of-poverty threshold and 28,000 above the threshold).

9,000
of them were experiencing all three forms of social exclusion: the risk-of-poverty,
severe material deprivation and very low work intensity.



In the EU-27, 20.9% or 91.4 million people were at-risk-of-poverty or social exclusion in
2019. In Slovenia, the share of people exposed to such a risk was the second lowest (14.4%);
it was lower only in Czechia (12.5%); it was the highest in Bulgaria (32.8%).

The share of people at-risk-of-poverty or social
exclusion in Slovenia among the lowest in the EU

At-risk-of-poverty or social exclusion rate, EU-27, 2019

Source: Eurostat
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7.0% or 124,000 residents of Slovenia lived below the at-risk-of-poverty threshold for a longer
period (in 2020 and in at least two of the previous three years). The persistent at-risk-of-
poverty rate was the lowest (6.1%) in 2012 and the highest (9.5%) in 2014. It has been
gradually declining since then. It is below average in the younger and middle generation, and
above average in the elderly.
In the EU-27, the persistent at-risk-of-poverty rate in 2019 was 11.1%. It was lower or the
same as in Slovenia (7.4%) in six countries (Hungary, Slovakia, Czechia, Denmark, Finland and
Sweden). It was the lowest in Hungary (5.1%), and the highest in Lithuania (19.2%).

The persistent at-risk-of-poverty rate in Slovenia is
among the lowest in the EU
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* Data from 2018.
Source: Eurostat



Among people aged at least 16 years with incomes below the at-risk-of-poverty threshold,
17% are very satisfied with their lives despite their low income; namely, so many of them
rated their life satisfaction in general in 2020 with the highest scores (9 or 10). On the other
hand, there were 14% of those who chose the lowest four grades (from 0 to 4).

High self-assessment of overall life satisfaction even
among people at-risk-of-poverty
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Self-assessment of overall life satisfaction of persons aged at least 16 years by at-risk-of-poverty status,
Slovenia, 2020

Source: SURS



Among severely materially deprived people aged at least 16 years, 8% are very satisfied with
their lives despite being deprived; namely, so many of them rated their life satisfaction in
general in 2020 with the highest scores (9 or 10). On the other hand, 35% of the mentioned
persons chose the lowest four grades (from 0 to 4).

High self-assessment of overall life satisfaction even
among the materially deprived
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Self-assessment of overall life satisfaction of persons aged at least 16 years by material deprivation
status, Slovenia, 2020

Source: SURS

https://www.stat.si/StatWeb/en



