
World Teachers’ Day
5 October has been celebrated as the World Teachers’ Day for 
28 years. The day is an opportunity to recognise the important 
role of teachers in education and development of society.

https://www.stat.si/StatWeb/EN


In the 2020/21 school year, 11,848 educators and assistant educators were taking care of 
children in kindergartens, 1.5% more than in the previous school year. There were 97.3% of 
female and 2.7% of male educators. 6.2% of all persons employed at this level of education 
worked in the private sector. On average, one educator was taking care of 7.3 children.

Most educators in kindergartens are women

Teaching staff in preschool education, by sex, Slovenia, school year 2020/21
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In the 2020/21 school year, 19,477 teachers, 11.7% of them men and 88.3% of 
them women, were teaching in basic education. Compared to the previous school 
year, the number of teachers increased by 1.1%. The number of pupils was also 
higher. 193,158 pupils were enrolled in basic education, which means that on 
average one teacher was taking care of 10.3 pupils. 99.0% of teachers were 
teaching in public schools.

In basic education women predominate, too



In the 2020/21 school year, 6,336 teachers, of 
whom 65.8% women, were teaching in upper 
secondary education. Compared to the previous 
school year, the number of teachers increased by 
0.7%. The number of pupils was also higher. On 
average, one teacher was taking care of 10.2 pupils.
A large majority of teachers in upper secondary 
education (95.5%) were teaching in public schools.

Among upper secondary 
education teachers 34% men



In the academic year 2020/21, there were 5,669 professional staff at the tertiary level of 
education, about 1.6% fewer than in the previous academic year.
There were slightly more men (53.3%) than women (46.7%). As regards the level of education, 
irrespective of gender they were mostly doctors of science. 81.8% of men in employment had 
3rd cycle of higher education, while the share for women in employment was 72.3%.

Less professional staff at the tertiary level of 
education



In the 2020/21 academic year, almost 83,000 students were enrolled in tertiary education 
programmes. 9.1% of them studied teacher training and education science. It seems that the 
gender structure in terms of the number of students enrolled in these programs will not 
change any time soon: in the 2020/21 academic year, 86.6% were female and 13.4% were 
male students.

The outlook



In the school/academic year 2020/21, the majority of employees in the field of education 
(56.6%) were from the middle generation (30–49 years of age), followed by employees who 
were 50+ years old (33.6%) and those who were less than 30 years old (9.8%).

Most of the teaching staff belong to the middle 
generation

Teaching staff by age groups and type of education institution, Slovenia, school/academic year 2020/21

Source: SURS
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The highest share of public expenditure for formal 
education intended for basic education
Public expenditure for formal education amounted to EUR 2,376 million or 4.91% of GDP in 
2019. Compared to 2018, expenditure was higher. The highest share of public expenditure for 
formal education was intended for basic education.

Public expenditure for formal education as a share of GDP, by level of education, Slovenia, 2019

Source: SURS
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