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This year's slogan of the World Environment Day, which is celebrated on 5 June, is "Ecosystem 
Restoration ". This officially marks the beginning of a decade for ecosystem restoration (2021–
2030) at the UN.
The World Environment Day is a major tool of the United Nations for promoting environmental 
awareness and action around the world. The day, which has been organised every year since 
1974, has also become a key basis for promoting progress regarding the environmental 
dimension of sustainable development goals.

https://www.decadeonrestoration.org/


In Slovenia, which is the third most forested country in Europe after Sweden and Finland, 
forests cover 58% of the area.
In 2019, 5,287,863 m3 of timber was felled in Slovenian forests. In total, more than EUR 2.5 
million was spent on forest restoration and care. EUR 318 thousand was spent on regular 
restoration.

Forests in Slovenia
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In 2019, 241.1 million m3 of wastewater was discharged into the public sewerage system. 
Prior to discharge from sewage systems back into the environment, 69% of wastewater was 
treated in treatment plants, and the remaining 31% of wastewater remained untreated.

Two thirds of wastewater was treated before being 
discharged back into the environment

Treated and untreated municipal wastewater, Slovenia, 2017–2019

Sources: SURS, MOP
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Waste is a large burden on the environment, especially waste that ends up in landfills. In 
2019, 169,000 tons of all types of waste were landfilled.
Most of the landfilled waste was mixed fractions of municipal waste and residues from 
mechanical-biological waste treatment (68% in total), followed by construction waste (13%) 
and waste from pulp and paper production and processing (11%). The quantities of other 
types of waste among the landfilled waste were smaller.

Landfilled waste is a large burden on the environment
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The total amount of food waste generated in 2019 was 140,804 tons. As much as half (50%) 
of food waste came from households.

Food waste is also an environmental problem

Food waste by source, Slovenia, 2019

Source SURS 
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We are trying to improve the state of the environment by investing in it. In 2019, EUR 243 
million was spent on investments in environmental protection. The largest share (34.1% or 
EUR 83 million) was spent on waste management.
Current expenditure on environmental protection in 2019 amounted to EUR 686 million. In 
the total structure of current expenditure on environmental protection in 2019, the largest 
share was spent on current expenditure on waste management, namely 61.2% (EUR 420 
million).

Most environmental protection expenditure on 
waste management

Environmental protection expenditure, Slovenia, 2017–2019

*  Protection and remediation of soil, groundwater and surface water, noise and vibration abatement, protection of biodiversity and  
   landscape,  research and development and other included.
Souce: SURS
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In 2019, environmental taxes in the amount of EUR 1,604.2 million were collected in Slovenia 
and accounted for 3.34% of gross domestic product. The largest share of environmental taxes 
was collected through energy taxes (almost 84%). The largest share of all environmental 
taxes was paid by households (61%). The remaining 39% was paid by the economic sector.

Environmental pollution is subject to 
environmental taxes

Environmental taxes by types, Slovenia, 2019

Source: SURS 
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