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The 51st Earth Day, which is this year celebrated under the slogan “Restore our Earth”,
reminds us about the fact that mitigation and adaptation alone are not the only ways to
tackle the environmental challenges.

Negative impacts on the environment, such as air and soil pollution, greenhouse gas
emissions or other anthropogenic interventions in the natural environment, can be
counteracted in various ways, for example by choosing to use the public transport, to
reduce the amounts of waste, to use sustainable energy sources, etc. Success in dealing
with environmental challenges can be measured by monitoring various data and trends that
are being shown in a given period. We have selected some key data for Slovenia and are
presenting them below.

https://www.earthday.org/earth-day-2021/


The trend of greenhouse gas emissions is
upward again
In 2019, 18.8 million tons of greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions in CO2 equivalent was emitted 

in Slovenia, which is 9 tons per capita. During the last financial and economic crisis, GHG
emissions gradually decreased, but the trend turned upwards again after 2014.

* Eurostat's estimate.
Sources:  SURS, Eurostat

Greenhouse gas emissions in CO2 equivalent, Slovenia, 2010–2019
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The number of passengers in public transport is
increasing
Transport is one of the major sources of greenhouse gas emissions, contributing almost half 
of all CO2 emissions.

The number of passengers in public modes of transport (urban, intercity and domestic rail) 
has increased by 10% in the last 10 years (2010–2019), but at the same time, the number of 
registered passenger cars has also increased by the same share. At the end of 2019, 1,165,371 
passenger cars or, in other words, 556 cars per 1,000 residents were registered in Slovenia.

* Sum of passengers in urban and interurban public transport and rail passenger transport.
Source:  SURS

Number of registered passenger cars and number of passengers in public transport,
Slovenia, 2010–2019
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The share of renewable energy sources during 
the 2010–2019 period almost unchanged
Final energy consumption in Slovenia did not change significantly during 2010–2019 and the 
share of energy obtained from renewable sources also remained approximately the same 
throughout this period. The total share of renewable energy sources in gross final energy 
consumption in 2019 in Slovenia was 22%.

Source: SURS

Final energy consumption and the share of energy from renewable sources in gross final energy 
consumption, Slovenia, 2010–2019

0

2,000

4,000

6,000

0

25

50

75

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

1,
00

0 
to

e

%

�nal energy consumption (in toe - tonnes of oil equivalent)

share of energy from renewable sources in gross �nal energy consumption



The amount of recycled municipal waste in 
Slovenia is increasing
In 2019, almost 1.1 million tons of municipal waste was generated in Slovenia (representing 
13% of all waste generated in Slovenia in 2019). Each inhabitant produced on average 509 kg 
of municipal waste; this was 89 kg or 21% more than in 2010. Of all generated municipal 
waste, 299 kg of municipal waste per capita was recycled in 2019, which was 189 kg or 172% 
more than in 2010. However, 52 kg of municipal waste per capita were landfilled, which was 
227 kg or 81% less than in 2010.

Source:  SURS

Generated municipal waste, of which recycled and landfilled, in kg per capita, Slovenia,
2010–2019
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82 m3 of water per capita was abstracted in 
Slovenia in 2019
In 2019, the amount of water abstracted and the total amount of water consumed in Slovenia 
were about the same as in 2010. In 2019, much more water than in 2010 was used mainly for 
irrigation (102%), but the use of water for this purpose depends on the precipitation amounts. 
The share of discharged untreated wastewater from public sewage systems was higher in 
2019 (31%) than in 2010 (27%).

Source:  SURS

Water indicators, Slovenia, 2010 and 2019

                                                                                                                       2010                  2019 

Volume of water abstracted for public water supply [m3/capita per year]                         81.1                     82

Volume of consumed water from public water supply [m3/capita per year]                     57.9                  59.3

Water supplied from public water supply for households [m3 per capita]                            41                     38

Water used for irrigation [1,000 m3]                                                                                1,608                3,247

Proportion of discharged treated wastewater from public sewage systems [%]               73.2                     69

Proportion of discharged untreated wastewater from public sewage systems [%]             27                      31



Current expenditure on environmental 
protection is increasing
Investments in environmental protection decreased by 40% in the 2010–2019 period; from
EUR 408 million in 2010 to EUR 243 million in 2019. In the same period, current expenditure
on environmental protection increased by 62%; from EUR 423 million in 2010 to EUR 686
million in 2019. In 2019 the most was spent on waste management (EUR 83 million in cased
of investments and EUR 420 million in the case of current expenditures).

* Protection and remediation of soil, groundwater and surface water, noise and vibration abatement, protection of biodiversity and landscape, 
research and development and other included.
Source:  SURS

Investments and current expenses for environmental protection by purpose, Slovenia, 2019
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