22 March – World Water Day

Importance and valuing of water:
The central theme of this year’s World Water Day is the importance and valuing of water. It
focuses on what water means to people, its true value and how we can better protect this
vital resource. At the same time, it emphasises the awareness of how important water is to
the home and family life, the livelihood, the wellbeing, and to the environment and its
preservation.

Water abstracted for the public water supply
system and water supplied to various users
In 2019, 170 million m3 of water was abstracted for the public water supply system, of which
166 million m3 from groundwater sources and 4 million m3 from surface water sources.
Abstracted water is then supplied (sold) to various users, such as households, business
entities and various activities, while some water is uncharged (e.g. water used for firefighting)
and some water is lost in the system (e.g. due to the outdated network).

Water abstracted for the public water supply system and water supplied to various users, Slovenia,
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Water supplied to households, by statistical
regions
Almost half of all water abstracted for the public water supply system in 2019 (i.e. 79.6
million m3 out of 170 million m3) was supplied to households. Most water (22 million m3) was
supplied to households in the Osrednjeslovenska statistical region, and the least (less than 2
million m3) to households in the Zasavska statistical region.

Water supplied from the public water supply system to households, statistical regions, Slovenia,
2019

0

4,000

Sources: MOP, SURS

8,000

12,000

16,000

20,000

24,000
1,000 m3

Water supply
l per person in 2019
ly
For the needs of the population, in 2019:
82 m3 of water per person per year was abstracted or 225 litres per person per day,
59.3 m3 of water per person per year was used or 162 litres per person per day,
38.1 m3 of water per person per year was supplied to households or 104 litres per person
per day.
Most water was supplied to households in the Gorenjska statistical region (41.4 m3 per person
per year), and the least in the Koroška statistical region (30.5 m3 per person per year).

Water consumption per person, Slovenia, 2019
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Water used fo
f r irrigation
For irrigation in 2019, 3.2 million m3 of water was used, of which 1.8 million m3 for arable
land, 0.6 million m3 for orchards, olive groves and nurseries, and 0.1 million m3 each for
greenhouses and grassland. The remaining 0.6 million m3 was used for snowing ski slopes
and for other sports areas.

Water used for irrigation of agricultural and other areas, Slovenia, 2019
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Wastewater generated by households
In 2019, 241.1 million m3 of wastewater was discharged into the public sewage system, of
which 58 million m3 or 24% generated by households.
In the past five years (2015–2019), the amount of wastewater generated by households has
been slowly declining. Most of wastewater was generated by households in 2015 (64 million
m3) and the least in 2016 (54 million m3).
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Wastewater treatment
Of the 241.1 million m3 of wastewater generated in 2019, 165.1 million m3 (69.2%) was
treated in treatment plants before being discharged from the public sewage system back into
the environment. Before discharge, wastewater can be treated at three levels: primary,
secondary and tertiary.
The remaining 75.9 million m3 or 30.8% of wastewater was untreated.

Wastewater treatment, Slovenia, 2019
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For the wellbeing to people, water is also important for electricity generation. In Slovenia
30% of electricity is generated by hydro power plants, i.e. with the help of water.
In 2019, households consumed 44.270 TJ of energy for various needs, such as space heating,
water heating, cooking and other needs (such as lighting, refrigerators, freezers, washing
machines, driers, dishwashers, personal computers, television sets, etc.). Most energy was
consumed for space heating and the least for cooking.

Household energy consumption by end use, Slovenia, 2019
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