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2019 a record year for Slovenian tourism
Tourism is a rapidly growing industry. By 2020 the number of tourists was constantly growing. 
Last year was a record year for Slovenian tourism, as the largest number of tourist arrivals 
and overnight stays was recorded in tourist accommodation establishments: more than 6.2 
million arrivals, 5.0% more than in 2018, and almost 15.8 million overnight stays, 0.5% more 
than in the previous year. Domestic tourists accounted for 24.5% of all tourist arrivals and 
27.9% of all overnight stays. Among foreign tourists who visited Slovenia in 2019, most 
overnight stays were generated by tourists from Germany (9.7% of all foreign overnight stays), 
followed by tourists from Italy (8.1%) and Austria (6.4%).
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No tourist arrivals in April 2020
In January and February 2020, the number of tourist arrivals and overnight stays was 
comparable to the previous year. In March and April 2020, the COVID-19 epidemic completely 
paralyzed Slovenian tourism. There were no tourist arrivals from mid-March to mid-May 2020, 
while the very few overnight stays were linked to persons within the international study 
exchanges, who stay in Slovenia for a longer time. Tourists gradually began to return after 
the cancellation of the epidemic; the number of tourist arrivals and their overnight stays in 
June 2020 reached about 35% of the arrivals and overnight stays recorded in June 2019.
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Domestic tourists generated the vast majority 
of tourist overnight stays in July and August
In July and August 2020, accommodation establishments recorded a sharp increase in tourist 
overnight stays compared to the previous months of this year. The introduction of tourist
vouchers encouraged domestic guests to spend their holidays in Slovenia. In July 2020, 
domestic tourists generated 68% of all tourist overnight stays or almost 1.4 million, which is 
155% more than in July 2019. In August 2020, they generated 67.4% of all tourist overnight 
stays or almost 1.7 million (164% more than in August 2019).

Growth rate of tourist arrivals and overnight stays, domestic tourists, Slovenia, 2020/2019
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Far fewer foreign tourists, most of them from 
Germany
With the release of some measures to curb the COVID-19 epidemic, foreign tourists slowly 
began to return to Slovenia. In May 2020, about 3,800 arrivals of foreign tourists and just over 
14,000 of their overnight stays were recorded in tourist accommodation establishments. In 
May 2020, the number of arrivals of foreign tourists and the number of their overnight stays 
reached about 1% of their arrivals and 2% of their overnight stays recorded in May 2019. In 
June 2020, slightly more than 201,000 foreign overnight stays were recorded in 
accommodation establishments (84% fewer than in June 2019), in July 2020 slightly more
than 670,000 (66% fewer than in July 2019), and in August 2020 almost 820,000 (64% fewer 
than in August 2019). Since the release of the measures, almost a third of foreign overnight 
stays were generated by tourists from Germany.

Growth rate of tourist arrivals and overnight stays, foreign tourists, Slovenia, 2020/2019
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Most overnight stays of tourists in seaside resorts
From the beginning of May to the end of August 2020, most tourist overnight stays were 
recorded in accommodation establishments in mountain resorts (35% of all tourist overnight 
stays), followed by seaside resorts (28%). In the mentioned period, domestic tourists spent 
most nights in seaside resorts (30% of all tourist overnight stays) and foreign tourists in 
mountain resorts (47%).
Compared to the previous year, Ljubljana lost the largest share of tourists among all types of 
tourist municipalities. From the beginning of May to the end of August 2020, 82% fewer 
tourist overnight stays were recorded in Ljubljana than in the same period last year. It must 
be taken into account that as many as 98% of overnight stays in Ljubljana in the mentioned 
period in 2019 were generated by foreign tourists.
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More overnight stays on tourist farms with 
accommodation
From the beginning of May to the end of August 2020, most overnight stays were recorded in 
hotels (31% of all tourist overnight stays), followed by private accommodations – rented 
rooms, dwellings (27%) and camping sites (22%). Compared to the same period last year, all 
accommodation establishments had fewer overnight stays, except tourist farms with 
accommodation; from the beginning of May to the end of August 2020, they recorded 3% 
more overnight stays than in the same period last year. Three-quarters of overnight stays on 
tourist farms were generated by domestic tourists.



From the beginning of January to the end of August 2020, about 2.4 million tourist arrivals
were recorded in Slovenia (47% fewer than in the same period in 2019) and about 7 million 
overnight stays (40% fewer than in the same period in 2019).
From the beginning of January to the end of August 2020, tourist accommodation 
establishments in Slovenia recorded 26% more arrivals and 34% more overnight stays of 
domestic tourists than in the same period in 2019. The arrivals of foreign tourists in this 
period decreased by 70% and their overnight stays by 67% compared to the same period last 
year.

By the end of August 2020, 34% more overnight 
stays of domestic tourists than in the same period 
in 2019
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