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The Statistical Council of the Republic of Slovenia

discussed the Report on the Implementation of 
the Annual Programme of Statistical Surveys for 2018

at its 60th regular session on 26 April 2019
and adopted the following

DECISION

»The Statistical Council of the Republic of Slovenia at its 60th regular session on 26 April
2019 under Item 4 of the agenda took note of the Report on the Implementation of the

Annual Programme of Statistical Surveys for 2018.«

Dr. Anuška Ferligoj
President of the Statistical Council of the Republic of Slovenia
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INTRODUCTION  

In this document national statisticians 
(SURS, BS, NIJZ) report on the 

implementation of activities set out in the 
Annual Programme of Statistical Surveys 

for 2018, which is also the first year of the 
current medium-term period 2018–2022. The 

report does not summarise only the content and 
development of statistical domains and surveys but 

also wants to present in detail other activities and 
important development achievements in the past year. 

The document follows the basic objectives of national 
statistics in four priority areas: statistical data and services, 

data sources, capacities, and cooperation. These priorities 
and objectives were presented for the entire medium-term 

period 2018–2022. 

In 2018, too, we set some ambitious goals. In addition to conducting 
statistical surveys planned in the annual programme, we faced 

many development challenges in various areas. The key policy in 
implementing our activities is rationalisation of conducting statistical 

surveys, reducing the reporting burden, preserving high quality of data 
and trust of our users, and introduction of innovative methods. We are 

aware of the responsibility towards data providers as well as the users of our 
products and services, so we are constantly improving data collection and data 

dissemination and promotion methods. 

IT security continued to be developed. SURS is one of the first statistical offices in 
the European Statistical System that obtained the IT security certificate. 

National statisticians were also very active in 2018 in the transfer of knowledge and 
experience. Together with the Italian statistical office SURS conducted the twinning 

project to strengthen the capacity of the statistical system in North Macedonia. Within the 
Instrument for Pre-Accession Assistance (IPA), SURS cooperated in the implementation of 

various technical assistance projects and implemented the bilateral technical assistance to 
Montenegro. 

I would like to thank everybody contributing to achieving the objectives and to successful 
implementation of statistical surveys in 2018 for a job well done. 

Genovefa Ružić 
Acting Director-General of the

Statistical Office of the Republic of Slovenia



    7    LPSR

National statistics is a professionally independent 
activity of implementing the programme of statistical 
surveys. It is implemented according to the principles 
of neutrality, objectivity, professional independence, 
rationality, statistical confidence and transparency. 
The main tasks of implementing national statistics are 
performed and coordinated by the Statistical Office of 
the Republic of Slovenia (SURS). In addition, the activity 
of producing national statistics is also implemented by 
other authorised producers of national statistics. In the 
2018–2022 period authorised producers of national 
statistics are the Bank of Slovenia (BS)1  (balance of 
payments statistics, financial and monetary statistics, 
national accounts) and the National Institute of Public 
Health (NIJZ) (health and health care statistics).
The role and cooperation of the Statistical Office of the 
Republic of Slovenia and authorised producers of national 
statistics concerning the organisation, preparation and 
execution of statistical programmes2, reporting about 

them as well as the respect of the fundamental principles 
of official statistics, data dissemination and international 
cooperation are determined by the National Statistics 
Act3. 
Due to the integration of Slovenia in the European 
Union, the implementation of national statistics is closely 
related to the implementation of European statistics, 
so statistical legislation of the European Union is an 
inseparable element of the Slovene national statistics.
The institutions comprising the Slovene national statistics 
operate in line with professional standards stipulated in 
the United Nations Fundamental Principles of Official 
Statistics4, the European Statistics Code of Practice  
and the Public Commitment of the European System 
of Central Banks on European Statistics . In addition, 
other best international statistical standards are taken 
into account.

THE FRAMEWORK OF SLOVENE 
NATIONAL STATISTICS 

1) https://www.bsi.si/statistika
2) https://www.stat.si/statweb/LegislationAndDocuments/StatSurveys
3) https://www.stat.si/statweb/LegislationAndDocuments/ApplicRegul
4) https://unstats.un.org/unsd/dnss/gp/FP-New-E.pdf
5) https://www.stat.si/statweb/FundamentalPrinciples/CodeOfPract
6) https://www.ecb.europa.eu/stats/ecb_statistics/governance_and_quality_framework/html/escb_public_commitment_on_european_

statistics.sl.html
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1. STATISTICAL DATA AND
SERVICES

They cover data on the population and business entities, on their characteristics and 
behaviour, on economic, social, demographic and environmental phenomena in the 
Slovene society.

Objectives of the Medium-Term Programme of Statistical Surveys 2018–2022
◊ Preserving the current extent and content of statistical data
◊ Developing new statistical data and upgrading the existing ones
◊  Timeliness, compliance and comparability of statistical data
◊ Accessibility and clarity of statistical data
◊ Cooperation with users

The section summarises the tasks implemented in 2018 in individual subject-matter areas 
that were important development achievements (quality and upgrade of statistical data, 
communication with data providers and users). The 2018 Annual Programme of Statistical 
Surveys included 219 regular and 27 development surveys classified into 25 statistical 
domains. SURS and authorised producers of national statistics (BS, NIJZ) implemented 
all surveys planned in the mentioned document and published most data in line with the 
release calendar. In addition to data production, communication with various users is 
equally important; progress made in this area is summarised in the last part of this section.
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As regards the balance of non-financial assets, 
SURS published for the first time the estimate of the 
value of land owned by the household sector together 
with the non-profit institutions serving households 
sector. The entire series of data on land underlying 
buildings and structures and land under cultivation for 
1995–2017 was published.  

As regards measuring economic and social inequality 
of households in national accounts, SURS included 
in the analysis of the inequality in household income, 
consumption and savings the data on housing wealth of 

Macroeconomic statistics 

households and presented results in a special release7. 
The analysis is based on the breakdown of national 
accounts aggregates with the help of data from statistical 
surveys and registers.

The project was completed that covered several activities 
related to globalisation: as regards so-called factoryless 
producers a model was set up for identifying such 
enterprises, as regards foreign affiliates the method of 
treating them in national accounts was improved, and 
the analysis of so-called special purpose entities was 
implemented.

New developments in national accounts statistics

The nominal economic growth in Slovenia in 2017, measured with gross domestic product, was 6.5% 
higher than in 2016. Gross domestic product grew the most in Jugovzhodna Slovenija (by 10.4%), 
Gorenjska and Obalno-kraška (both by 7.2%), Osrednjeslovenska (by 7.0%) and Posavska (by 6.8%) 
regions. The lowest growth of gross domestic product was recorded in the Zasavska (by 3.8%) and 
Primorsko-notranjska (by 3.9%) regions.

7) https://www.stat.si/StatWeb/en/News/Index/7524
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International trade

In 2018 SURS published provisional data on trade in 
goods by enterprise characteristics. The data were 
published in October for the current year and were thus 
available seven months earlier than in the previous 
years. 

In 2018 BS representatives joined the ESCB/ESS 
Task Force on Foreign Direct Investment, which has to 
develop the methodology and study the possibility of 
preparing additional data on direct investment, which 
should also include so-called greenfield investment, 
inward investment by ultimate ownership and outward 
investment by final destination. Within this task partial 

Among exporters and importers a small number of large enterprises (in terms of the number of employees) 
contributed the largest share of trade in goods (0.9% of all exporters and 0.5% of all importers); exports of large 
enterprises represented 45.0% of total exports and imports of these enterprises represented 35.8% of total 
imports.8)

8) https://www.stat.si/StatWeb/en/News/Index/7697

adjustment of reports on foreign direct investment were 
made, which will come into force in reporting the data for 
2019 and beyond. 

In June 2018 the BS revised the balance of payments 
data and the international investment position data for 
2015–2017. The changes mostly increased the current 
account surplus in these years (in 2015 by EUR 62 
million, in 2016 by EUR 116 million and in 2017 by EUR 
307 million). A detailed explanation of the balance of 
payments revision was published in July 2018 in the BS 
publication Economic and Financial Developments.
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Changes in financial intermediation

In close cooperation with banks and internal users, 
updated instructions for reporting by monetary 
financial institutions were issued in 2018. Changes 
refer to existing code lists, new code lists and value 
data in existing reports and introduction of new sets 
of reports. The purpose of amendments is to provide 
data for Regulation ECB/2016/13 on the collection of 
granular credit and credit risk data (AnaCredit), for the 
macroprudential recommendation for housing and for 
Regulation ECB/2016/22 concerning statistics on holdings 
of securities. To provide the necessary information, it 
was necessary to change the decision on reporting by 
subsidiaries of member states. Extensive supplement of 
reporting demanded thorough methodological upgrade 
of data concepts to minimize the impact on existing user 
outputs and data models. Due to these changes it was 
necessary to partially adjust data coverage for the ECB. 

In 2018 a transition to the new version of the ESCB’s 
Register of Institutions and Affiliates Database 
(RIAD), which is harmonised with the single data 
dictionary (SDD), was implemented. Regular reporting of 

data of monetary financial institutions, investment funds, 
insurance companies and payment institutions started in 
line with the guidelines adopted in June 2018. Regular 
reporting of Slovene business entities to RIAD for the 
needs of AnaCredit and regular monitoring of data quality 
and cleaning of warnings were set up. 

The register/code list of foreign business entities was 
set up by the BS in December 2015. In 2018 it was 
expanded with new attributes necessary for AnaCredit 
reporting and with appropriate additional controls. 

Due to the status transformation of leasing companies 
liable to report to the BS (due to merger by acquisition 
or transfer of activity to another company), the statistical 
sample of units that are liable to report was changed. As 
regards reporting by insurance companies in line with 
the ECB regulation, regular reporting of quarterly and 
annual reports was being implemented. Preparations for 
reporting data on pension funds also started. 

As regards payments statistics, updated tables were 
prepared and published in the BS Bulletin in May 2018.
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Price statistics

Within the successfully completed international 
project, in 2018 SURS was developing new methods 
and procedures and prepared new test data for 
different real estate market indicators. It prepared test 
quarterly data on the number and transaction value 
of residential real estate and studied the possibility of 
preparing residential property price indices for urban 
municipality Maribor. It also studied the possibility of 
preparing the commercial real estate price index. 
Based on the analysis, methodological bases will be 
prepared and all the necessary procedures for index 
calculation will be set up in 2019. 

New developments in real 
estate market indicators

In 2018 SURS started to prepare the methodological 
basis and the sampling frame for setting up a new 
construction producer price index.

9) https://www.stat.si/StatWeb/en/News/Index/7875

In December 2018 annual inflation stood at 1.4% and average annual inflation at 1.7% (in 2017 they were 1.7% and 
1.4%, respectively). In one year, service prices went up on average by 3.0% and goods prices by 0.7%. Non-durable 
goods prices went up by 1.5%, while durable goods prices and semi-durable goods prices went down by 1.5% and 
0.3%, respectively. In 2018 the greatest impact on the annual inflation (in total 0.5 of a percentage point) came from 
higher prices of electricity (by 3.3%), gas (by 4.3%), liquid fuels (by 10.4%), solid fuels (by 12.0%) and heat energy 
(by 14.8%). 0.2 p.p. each were contributed by higher prices of telephone and telefax services (by 3.8%), and package 
holidays (by 7.3%). 

Some other noticeable price increases in 2018 were higher prices of hospital services (by 7.0%), out-patient services 
(by 5.2%) and actual rentals for housing (by 6.5%). On the other hand, annual inflation was lowered the most (by 0.2 
of a percentage point) by 2.8% lower prices of motor cars.9)
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In 2018 SURS conducted another register-based 
census of population and housing. This was the third 
implementation of the full register-based census in 
Slovenia after 2011 and 2015, so that now we have 
a slightly longer series of data on households and 
families. SURS found out that the quality of input data 
from numerous administrative sources improved again. 
Most people living in multi-apartment buildings have in 
the Central Population Register the dwelling number as 
the standard part of the address, which is why some 
procedures in the statistical process of data editing 
could be simplified.  The quality of the data in the Real 
Estate Register is also constantly improving. 

Three years are a relatively short period to detect 
changes in household and family structure. The 
downward trend in the number of household members 
continues (in 2018 it was 2.46), consensual unions 
are the fastest growing family type, and the number of 
couples with children, which is still the most common 
family type, is constantly declining.

Population and social conditions

Another register-based census
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How to obtain household data in the future?

One of the important policies at the EU level is regular 
and more frequent provision of many census data 
(including at the annual level). The main source of data 
on households (Household Register) will be abolished 
at the end of 2020 in line with the third paragraph of 
Article 19 of the Residence Registration Act10. SURS 
therefore studied the possibility of deriving data on 
households in the register-based census without 
administrative data. The key finding was that after 2021 
households should be derived annually on the basis of 
data from the previous census (after one year 92% of 
the population is still living at the same address and in 
the same household). Only smaller adjustments of the 
existing statistical process will be needed for generating 
data on households and families.

Improved quality of population statistics

Due to the changes in the Residence Registration 
Act, in 2018 SURS harmonised the determination of 
usual residence for all groups of persons. In this way it 
further improved the quality of data in all demographic 
surveys. 

10) https://www.uradni-list.si/glasilo-uradni-list-rs/vsebina/2016-01-2294?sop=2016-01-2294

Because population data are easiest-to-understand 
for the general public, SURS used them in numerous 
periodic releases to promote official statistics and the 
Statistical Office.

• 363-times twins were born in 2017. Two twins (a couple) were not born on the same day.
• The mean age at death in the last 30 years in Slovenia increased by nine years (from 68.8 years in 1987 to 77.7

years in 2017).
• 101 brides and 77 grooms were married on their birthdays.
• Nine couples divorced after more than 50 years of marriage.
• The most common countries of previous residence for immigrants with Slovenian citizenship in 2017 were

Germany (23%) and Austria (17%). Most foreign immigrants in 2017 came from Bosnia and Herzegovina (40%
of all foreign immigrants).
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Results of ad-hoc modules on young people on the labour 
market and on self-employment

SURS supplemented the data on the labour force 
and inactive population in the SiStat Database with 
data from regular releases and data collected with the  
so-called ad-hoc modules: the 2016 ad-hoc module 
on young people on the labour market and the 2017  
ad-hoc module on self-employment.

The greatest problem is lack of income when ill
Most self-employed persons (19.4%) stated that the most important problem of being self-employed was lack of 
income when ill. The second most important problem was lack of influence on setting the price of their work (14.9%) 
and the third clients paying late or not at all (13.8%). 28.1% of the self employed had no major problems in the second 
quarter of 2017.11)

11) https://www.stat.si/StatWeb/en/News/Index/7302
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12) https://www.stat.si/StatWeb/en/News/Index/7505

Publication of new indicators within the surveys on earnings

Within the ZAP/M survey on earnings of persons in 
paid employment by legal persons, in 2018 SURS 
started to publish data on the estimated number of 
persons employed by legal persons that are not budget 
users who received earnings at the level of the minimum 
wage (until December 2016 the data were published 
by AJPES) and the data on the estimated number of 
persons employed by budget users who received the 
difference to the minimum wage. Also published were 
data from the Labour Costs Survey and the Working 
Time Structure Survey, both for 2016.

The highest labour costs in activity electricity, gas, steam and air conditioning supply
According to data collected with the Labour Costs Survey, average monthly labour costs per person in paid employment 
for 2016 in Slovenia amounted to EUR 2,145.59, while average labour costs per hour worked amounted to EUR 
16.15. The highest share in labour costs (85.9%) was represented by employees’ incomes. As regards activities, 
the highest labour costs per person in paid employment were recorded in electricity, gas, steam and air conditioning 
supply (EUR 3,415.16) and in financial and insurance activities (EUR 3,194.59) and the lowest in accommodation 
and food service activities (EUR 1,436.72) and in administrative and support service activities (EUR 1,536.39).12)
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First analysis of expenditure poverty

In measuring income distribution, consumption 
and wealth, SURS conducted the first analysis of 
expenditure poverty and social exclusion by considering 
both income and expenditure. It took into account data 
from the Survey on Living Conditions (EU-SILC) and 
the Household Budget Survey (HBS). Results of the 
analysis will enable more comprehensive monitoring of 
material well-being of the population.

Limitation in everyday activities because of health problems 

Within the Survey on Living Conditions (EU-SILC) SURS 
collected for the second time the data on limitation in 
activities because of health problems (GALI) in two ways, 
i.e. with two different sets of questions. This is an important 
variable that is the basis for calculating the Healthy Life 
Years indicator, which is done by the NIJZ. The analysis 
of responses in two consecutive years showed that the 
share of people who were limited (measured with one 
question as recommended by Eurostat) was twice as 
high as in the new version of the variable (measured with 
three questions). Such a large difference is the result of 
respondents understanding the existing version by taking 
into account short-term limitation, even though only 
long-term limitation should be measured. Change in the 
question will have an impact on the Healthy Life Years 
indicator and will cause a break in the time series. 

The at-risk-of-poverty or social exclusion rate in 2017 was 1.3 percentage points lower than in the preiovus year. 
It was 17.1%, so about 345,000 people in Slovenia were at-risk-of-poverty or social exclusion. This was due to 
the decrease in all three social exclusion indicators: the at-risk-of-poverty rate by 0.6 p.p., the severe material 
deprivation rate by 0.8 p.p. and the very low work intensity rate by 1.2 p.p.13)

13) https://www.stat.si/StatWeb/en/News/Index/7464
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Health and children’s health

Every year a special set of questions – so-called ad-hoc 
module – is added to primary variables in the Survey on 
Living Conditions (EU-SILC) to obtain detailed data on 
individual topics that highlight people’s living conditions 
and to enable in-depth analyses of social inclusion and 
exclusion. In 2018 SURS published extensive data from 

14) https://www.stat.si/StatWeb/en/News/Index/7643

For almost two thirds of children (64%) up to 16 years of age parents or guardians in 2017 assessed that their general 
health was very good. There were no significant differences between boys and girls (boys: 63%, girls: 65%).14)

the ad-hoc module on health, which covers financial 
burden of households for health and dental care and 
services, children’s health, treatment and care at home, 
health determinants and functional disability.
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Extensive set of data on education

15) https://www.stat.si/StatWeb/en/News/Index/7816

education students is decreasing. The number of 
children in kindergartens is increasing despite the 
smaller generations of new-born children in recent 
years, mainly due to the increasing share of children 
parents include in pre-school education.

SURS was implementing activities related to the EU 
project of improving data on expenditure on education 
(improve timeliness, study coherence with national 
accounts, detailed breakdown of aggregates) and the 
future setting up of satellite accounts for education.

The set of data on participants in formal education 
monitored by SURS is very broad. SURS gets them 
from administrative sources of the MIZŠ, the National 
Examination Centre, higher vocational institutions and 
the National Education Institute. 

Data show that for some years now generations of 
children entering basic schools have been larger each 
year and smaller generations born 10 to 15 years ago 
have been starting upper secondary education. The 
number of basic school pupils is therefore increasing, 
while the number of upper secondary and tertiary 

According to collected data, public expenditure for formal education amounted to EUR 2.056 
billion in 2017.15 Compared to 2016, it increased in real terms (by 4.6%) and its share in GDP 
was at the level of the previous year (4.8%). Total, public, private and international expenditure 
on educational institutions amounted to 5.3% of GDP.
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Modernisation of culture statistics

SURS published the results of the surveys on the 
activities of museums and galleries and on cultural 
activities on the stage in 2017. In both surveys the 
methodology was upgraded as well as the process of 
providing statistical confidentiality. This fact and efforts 
to provide quality data demanded update of already 
published data for 2016. 

For comprehensive economic valuation of culture, 
among development tasks the production of satellite 
accounts for culture (SAC) is planned. In 2018 SURS 
studied the methodologies of SAC of the countries 
that had already produced such accounts. Within the 
Eurostat working group on culture, in 2018 a discussion 
was held about different approaches to preparing SAC 
and about many open methodological issues. SURS 
also contributed its ideas and voiced its dilemmas. 
Development work in this area continues in 2019.
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Various aspects of monitoring violence in society

The published crime statistics include data on indicted 
and convicted natural persons and legal entities. The 
mentioned data show the monitoring of the phenomenon 
from the administrative aspect. 

The pilot survey on Gender-Based Violence was 
conducted in 2018 to test the statistical process and 
prepare for the main survey, which will be conducted 
in 2020 and will enable monitoring of violence from 
the aspect of respondents. The difference between 
administrative data and survey data will enable better 
estimation of the so-called grey area in crime, which is 
currently not covered well.
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Implementation of national surveys on health

In spring 2018 the NIJZ finished fieldwork data 
collection within the national nutrition survey 
of children and adults in Slovenia (EU-MENU 
Slovenija). Data were collected with the questionnaire 
and a special application, which registered twice the 
24-hour recall of the previous day’s menu (for youth,
adults and elderly) or a diet diary of the previous
day (for children aged 3 months to 2 years for whom
their mothers were respondents). By the end of 2018
the NIJZ adjusted the data with the European Food
Safety Authority and prepared them for further use in
publications.

In 2018 the NIJZ conducted the national Survey 
on Tobacco, Alcohol and Illicit Drugs Use in the 
General Population (ATADD 2018), which followed 
the pilot survey in 2017 and cognitive interviews. The 
national survey included some areas for which there 

Better educated residents of Slovenia live on average eight years longer and are healthier than less educated 
ones. Mortality related to alcohol consumption is the highest among less educated persons but it is growing in all 
groups. For less educated men the risk of suicide is four times higher than for more educated men. For women 
there are no differences among different educational groups. Unemployed persons are less healthy than employed 
persons. This is true of selected indicators of obesity and undernourishment, recommended physical activity, 
smoking, and excessive alcohol consumption.16)

16) Health Inequalities During the Economic Crisis (in Slovene only): https://www.nijz.si/sites/www.nijz.si/files/publikacije-datoteke/
neenakosti_v_zdravju_2018.pdf

are no data available at the national level in Slovenia, 
e.g. misuse of medicines, use of hemp for medical
purposes, and some non-chemical addictions. The
respondents could choose a web survey or a personal
interview.

In February 2018 the NIJZ conducted the survey 
Health Behaviour in School-Aged Children 
(HBSC). The survey was conducted on a sample 
of classes of 11-, 13-, 15- and 17-year-olds from 
selected elementary and upper secondary schools. 
Pupils answered the questionnaire online. The survey 
is an important source of information on behaviour 
related to health of young people in Slovenia; since 
2002 its results have enabled policy-makers in 
Slovenia to continuously make appropriate decisions 
for improving health of young people in the country.
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Business statistics

17) https://www.stat.si/StatWeb/en/News/Index/7432
18) https://www.stat.si/StatWeb/en/News/Index/7928
19) https://www.stat.si/StatWeb/en/News/Index/7840

New in disseminating business statistics
In all areas of short-term business statistics (industry, 
construction, trade, services, prices), in 2018 SURS 
successfully recalculated indices to the new base year 
2015. In May 2018 it started to publish a new short-term 
indicator showing the movement of sales in services 
and trade . Data are available from 2010 on, released 
monthly two months after the observation month. 

As regards trade, in 2018 SURS stated to release new 
times series for total trade as well as real indices for 
wholesale. Data are available from 2010 on. As regards 
services, in 2018 SURS stated to release the index 
of turnover from the sale of services for new services 
such as real estate activities (L68), rental and leasing 
activities (N77) and services to buildings and landscape 
activities (N81); the latter is separated into cleaning 
activities, combined facilities support activities, and 
landscape service activities. New time series were also 
prepared separately for legal and accounting activities 
(M69) and management consultancy activities (M70.2), 
which used to be monitored together. Data for new 
services are available from 2015 on. 

In 2018 SURS changed the publication of data on 
quarterly performance of enterprises. This was 
necessary due to a significant rationalisation of the 
questionnaire and upgrade of data processing. Three 
new indicators were released, namely the share of 
investment in turnover, labour costs in value added, and 
value added in sale. For the first time SURS published 
the data on the number of enterprises by municipalities 
and size classes.

In recent years both turnover in trade and turnover 
in services have been growing, particularly in trade 
and repair of motor vehicles, where turnover in 2018 
was 59% higher than in 2015 and 12% higher than in 
2017.18)

Manufacturing recorded operating profit in the third 
quarter of 2018; operating revenues were 5% higher 
than operating expenses. Manufacturing generated 
74% of net revenues with sales on the foreign market. 
Labour costs represented 65% of value added and 
investments 6% of net sales revenues. Value added 
represented 26% of net sales revenues.19)
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Investment in fixed assets

The investment survey was simplified. In the 
questionnaire for small enterprises investment sources 
will no longer be broken down by location and purpose 
of investment. Breakdown of investment sources was 
also simplified for large enterprises. All changes were 
implemented in agreement with data users. 

Development work in 
innovation statistics

Innovation in industry and selected services covers data 
on enterprises that in the observed three-year period 
introduced a new or significantly improved product or 
process, were dealing with innovation activity that had 
not yet finished or introduced organisation or marketing 
innovations. In 2018 SURS did not collect these data 
as this is a two-year survey. The data collected a year 
before were processed and published in the First 
Release and in the SiStat Database. 

In 2018 SURS started to implement activities related 
to data collection in 2019. The 2019 innovation 
survey covers four modules – knowledge-based value 
creation, innovation, knowledge transfer, and innovation 
environment – and 24 additional questions. SURS 
studied all Eurostat’s methodological recommendations, 
translated the questionnaire into Slovenian and 
adjusted it to electronic data collection.  The greatest 
change will be that non-innovative enterprises will also 
be monitored. 

Compared to 2016, investment in fixed assets increased in 2017 by 0.2% (in 2016 
investments were 4.6% lower than in 2015). The value of investments was EUR 4,979 
million. It was higher in most activities.20)

20) https://www.stat.si/StatWeb/en/News/Index/7850



LPSR   26

New data on research and development 

With the modernisation of the R&D Survey, in line with 
the 2015 Frascati Manual the uniform questionnaire was 
introduced as well as some methodological changes, 

21) https://www.stat.si/StatWeb/en/News/Index/7765

According to provisional data, in 2017 gross domestic 
expenditure on R&D (GERD) in Slovenia amounted 
to EUR 801.1 million or 1.9% of GDP.21).

so the data for 2017 are not fully comparable with the 
data for the previous years. SURS prepared the data for 
2017 anew and published them.
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Preparations for conducting multiannual tourism surveys

In 2018 SURS started with intensive preparations 
for conducting two multiannual surveys, namely 
Foreign Tourists and Foreign Travellers. Results 
of these surveys are basic data on foreign tourists 
and travellers, on characteristics of their visit, arrival 
and stay in Slovenia, and their expenditure. Data 
on expenditure are very important for calculating 
tourism value added in Slovenian economy. During 
the upgrade of the Survey on Tourist Arrivals and 
Overnight Stays and during intensive preparations 

for modernisation and implementation of statistical 
surveys Foreign Tourists and Foreign Travellers, 
in 2018 SURS was closely cooperating with the 
Slovenian Tourist Board and the Bank of Slovenia. Both 
institutions are among the largest users of statistical 
data on tourism. As regards tourism statistics, SURS 
has been constantly closely cooperating with the 
Ministry of Economic Development and Technology, 
which is another important user of tourism statistics. 
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Statistics on the usage of information and communication 
technology (ICT)

In the Survey on ICT Usage in Households and by 
Individuals conducted in 2018 the main emphasis was 
on the indicators of ICT usage at work and the impact 
of digitalisation on work related activities. Planning this 
survey SURS cooperated with all major users of these 
data. Particularly intensive consultations regarding 
the need for data were held with the Faculty of Social 
Sciences (Centre for Social Informatics) and the Ministry 
of Public Administration. 

In the Survey on ICT Usage in Enterprises, in 2018 
the emphasis was on indicators on the use of advanced 

digital technologies, e.g. big data analysis, use of 3D 
printing and robots. In 2018 this survey was again one 
of the main sources of data on web sales in enterprises, 
either via own websites or e- commerce marketplaces. 

Statistical monitoring of digital economy and the degree 
of digitalisation in enterprises brings large development 
challenges. SURS contributed its opinions on further 
development in this area. It also cooperated in preparing 
methodological solutions for monitoring the extent of 
collaborative economy.

ICT development enables people to work at home instead of at the workplace. In the last 12 
months before the interview 37% of the employees and self-employed worked from home at 
least once based on an oral or written agreement; 14% worked from home every day or almost 
every day, 12% at least once a week and 11% less than once a week. 

97% of the employees and self-employed who worked from home used the Internet for their job.  
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First release of data on daily passenger mobility and on 
vehicle kilometres

In 2018 SURS conducted the survey on daily mobility 
of residents of Slovenia and calculated the vehicle 
kilometres. 

Provisional data from this survey were published in 
September 201822. Final and more detailed data were 
published in June 2019. The survey on daily passenger 
mobility was the first such survey conducted by SURS. 
Results will be used for planning the development 
of mobility and transport infrastructure as well as for 
evaluating the impact of transport on the environment. 

Provisional data on vehicle kilometres performed by 
road motor vehicles registered in Slovenia and data 
on vehicle kilometres performed by vehicles on the 
territory of Slovenia for 2015 and 2016 were published 
in May 201823. Vehicle-kilometres were calculated on 
the basis of data of mileage out of odometer readings 
from the National Vehicle Register, data on traffic 
volume from the Slovenian Infrastructure Agency and 
from various other data sources. 

22) https://www.stat.si/StatWeb/en/News/Index/7596
23) https://www.stat.si/StatWeb/en/News/Index/7297
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Multiannual surveys on 
agriculture and fisheries

Agriculture, environment and natural resources

Development of the balance 
sheet for selected cereals 
and the new balance sheet 
for oil plants
In 2018 SURS started to prepare the balance sheet for 
selected cereals (for common wheat and durum wheat, 
barley and maize for grains) and the balance sheet for 
oil plants for calendar years 2017 and 2018. In 2018 
it developed a model for the first balance sheets for 
calendar year 2017. Work will continue in 2019 and the 
data will be published after the end of the project.

24) https://www.stat.si/StatWeb/en/News/Index/7612

Povprečna letna cena za hektar njiv je v Sloveniji 
v letu 2017 znašala 16.875,87 evra na hektar, za 
hektar trajnih travnikov in pašnikov pa 17.012,28 
evra. Povprečna letna zakupnina za njive ter trajne 
travnike in pašnike skupaj pa je znašala 133,67 evra
za hektar. 27)

In the first half of 2018 SURS was statistically processing 
data collected with the 2017 Census of Orchards, a 
statistical survey conducted every five years. The data 
were published in May 2018. Throughout the year 
SURS was also conducting the demanding multiannual 
survey on pesticide use in agriculture. Survey results 
were published in the first half of 2019. In autumn 2018 
SURS collected the data by telephone within the two-
year survey on the consumption of mineral fertilisers by 
agricultural crops on family farms. Survey results will 
be published in autumn 2019. In 2018 SURS prepared 
for the first time the report on the quality of data for 
economic accounts for agriculture. 

Good cooperation between SURS and other institutions 
in providing data on agriculture, forestry and 
fisheries continued in 2018. SURS was cooperating 
with the MKGP primarily within the Farm Accountancy 
Data Network (FADN), in providing statistical data on 
fisheries and aquaculture, organic farming and within 
preparations for the 2020 Census of Agriculture.

The average annual price of arable land in Slovenia in 2017 was EUR 16,875.87 per 
hectare, while the average price of permanent grassland was EUR 17,012.28 per hectare. 
The average annual rent of arable land and permanent grassland together amounted to 
EUR 133.67 per hectare.24)
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Updating of time series and further development of 
environmental-economic accounts

In 2018 SURS revised and supplemented the already 
published data on environmental-economic accounts. 
In addition to preparing the data for the new time point, 
SURS revised the data for air emission accounts for 
2008–2015 and for physical energy flow accounts for 
2012–2015. Standing out in data for 2016 are increased 
emissions of most greenhouse gases; e.g. carbon dioxide 
emissions increased by 3.8%. 

Work continued in the field of forestry accounts. 
Methodologically upgraded data from the system of forestry 
accounts for the 2012–2017 period were published.
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Upgrade of data on food waste

In 2018 SURS conducted the pilot project on food 
waste statistics. Within this task SURS supplemented 
and upgraded the methodology for statistical monitoring 
of food waste generated by residents of Slovenia and 
the methodology for monitoring the treatment of food 
waste. This improved the quality of data on food waste 
at the national level as well as prepared a time series 
of comparable data for 2013–2017 and the basis for 
regular collection of these data in the future.  

How much food do we discard?
In 2017, a resident of Slovenia discarded on average 64 kg of food, 4% less than in 2016, when 
on average 67 kg of food was discarded, and at the same time 11% more than in 2013, when on 
average 57 kg of food was discarded. 

Out of almost 131,800 tonnes of food waste generated in Slovenia in 2017, it was estimated that 
38% was the edible part, which could be reduced or avoided by raising awareness and proper 
attitude towards food, and 62% was the inedible part, e.g. bones, bones, peels, egg shells, shells, 
hulls, etc., which mostly cannot be avoided.25)

25) https://www.stat.si/StatWeb/en/News/Index/7826
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Upgrade of energy statistics

In 2018 SURS supplemented the survey on trade with 
petroleum products by collecting data on the use of 
biofuels in transport. For petrol and for diesel SURS 
added three additional forms of bio-components in fossil 
fuels. Data collection according to new criteria started at 
the beginning of 2019. 

In 2018 SURS started to implement the pilot project on 
consumption of energy, fuels and selected petroleum 
products in industry. The aim of the project is to provide 
data on energy consumption by different purposes. 

As regards disaggregating final energy consumption in 
services and transport, intensive development is taking 
place since there are still some methodological issues 
to be solved. In the coming years SURS will set up the 
methodology for preparing data on energy consumption in 
individual activities. These data are necessary for planning 
energy, climate and other environmental policies.

Data on the prices of 
electricity and natural gas 
available also at the annual 
level
Within the surveys on the prices of electricity and 
natural gas, in addition to quarterly and semi-annual 
data in 2018 SURS also prepared and published data at 
the annual level. Annual data are available for the time 
series from 2016 on. In 2018 SURS stopped publishing 
the data on heat energy prices because they are 
available on the websites of heat energy providers and 
the Energy Agency.

Consumption of wood fuels dominated in households with 41%; consumption of extra 
light heating oil decreased the most 
Among energy sources consumed in households wood fuels dominated with 41%, followed 
by electricity with 26%, natural gas with almost 11%, extra light heating oil with 9%, district 
heating with 7%, ambient heat and liquefied petroleum gas both 3% and solar energy with 1%. 
Compared to 2016, among energy sources the consumption of extra light heating oil decreased 
the most (by 8%), while the consumption of energy from ambient heat increased the most (by 
6%).26)

26) https://www.stat.si/StatWeb/en/News/Index/7722
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Communication and cooperation with users

Satisfied users

27) https://www.stat.si/StatWeb/en/News/Index/7808
28) https://www.stat.si/StatWeb/en/News/Index/7222
29) https://www.stat.si/StatWeb/en/News/Index/7401
30) https://www.stat.si/StatWeb/en/News/Index/7303
31) https://www.stat.si/StatWeb/en/News/Index/7787
32) https://www.stat.si/StatWeb/en/News/Index/7496

Data were disseminated via 
different information channels
On its website stat.si SURS issued 703 statistical 
releases in 2018 – first, occasional and other – all of 
them in English as well. Three new editions of printed 
publications were released: Stat’o’book, Regions in 
Figures, and Better, Worse, Average. SURS’s SiStat 
Database – which has almost 3,300 bilingual tables – 
had more than 170,000 visitors and recorded almost 3 
million page views. 

Occasional releases are issued at various events such 
as special memorial days, holidays or other special events. 
Here are some of the most important issued in 2018: 

In 2018 SURS measured general satisfaction of the 
users of statistical data and services. Comprehensive 
measurement of satisfaction has not yet been 
established. It has been monitored only partially. SURS 
plans to upgrade the monitoring of general satisfaction. 
In the future these questions will be asked in all 
surveys measuring satisfaction with products, services 
and SURS as an institution. Results showed that the 
respondents were generally satisfied with SURS. On 
the scale from 1 to 10 they gave the average score of 
7.5. In 2010 the score was slightly higher at 7.6. Most 
respondents (66%) answered that they had been using 
SURS’s data for more than five years.

At the end of December the release We are Spending 
an Increasing Amount of Money on End-of-the-year 
Shopping27  presented detailed statistical data on sales 
in December in Slovenia, on import of products suitable 
for presents, on spending in December in restaurants 
and similar establishments, and on the number of 
people visiting city centres during holidays. 

In February a release was published at the Safer Internet 
Day28 and in May at the World Telecommunication 
and Information Society Day29. In May a release was 
published at the International Day of Forests30. This 
release was prepared on the basis of latest data on 
forestry statistics and in an interesting way warned 
about the climate role of forests, their importance in 
managing natural resources in rural areas and the role 
of trees in sustainable development of cities and wider 
urban areas. 

In the release at the European Week for Waste 
Reduction31 the emphasis was on hazardous waste. 
Data on plastic waste were the subject of releases at 
the World Environment Day and at the Earth Day. 

In a slightly longer release at the Statehood Day, 25 June, 
SURS presented statistical data describing economic, 
environmental and demographic changes experienced 
by Slovenia in almost 30 years of independence.32  

The NIJZ also issued a number of publications in 2018. 
In them it highlighted health inequalities and the 
accessibility of the health care system. In April 2018 it 
issued a publication on Health Inequalities in Slovenia 
during the Economic Crisis showing key health indicators 
by level of education or other socioeconomic categories.
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In the publications Health in the Municipality33  and Health 
in the Region34, the NIJZ presented the differences in 
the health status of the residents of Slovenia and the 
inequalities of access to health services. Health in the 
Municipality is an annual publication at the municipal 
level issued for the first time in 2016 and was accepted 
very positively by municipalities. The publication Health 
in the Region was issued for the first time in autumn 
2018 to present regional data on the health care system 
in Slovenia. 

In 2018 SURS started to upgrade its online SiStat 
Database, which will enable the users better navigation 
and the search engine, facilitate the transition between 
the Slovene and English versions, a larger number of 
formats for downloading the data, access via APIs, 
the same statistical themes as the stat.si website, the 
most sought tables will be exposed, and the modern 
design will be implemented. In the upgrade of the SiStat 
Database, SURS took into account the results of the 
user satisfaction survey, which showed that users are 
generally satisfied with the SiStat Database. On the 
scale from 1 to 10 the average assessment was 7.44. A 
part of the SiStat Database, namely external trade, was 
upgraded but dissemination of these data is still in the 
testing phase. 

For the BS, too, the main channel for disseminating 
statistical data is its website, which contains data 
published in line with the Special Data Dissemination 
Standard (SDDS), some data from first releases, time 
series of data and publications. Due to the BS’s special 
role, particularly important are data on interest rates and 
on exchange rates. Among statistical publications that 
have not been printed by the BS for several years worth 
mentioning are the monthly Bulletin in Slovene and 
English, and two annual bilingual publications Financial 
Accounts and Direct Investment. The BS’s statistical 
website started to be upgraded in 2018.  

33) http://www.nijz.si/sites/www.nijz.si/files/uploaded/zdravje_obcin_infografika_2018_pop.pdf
34) http://www.nijz.si/sites/www.nijz.si/files/uploaded/zdravje_v_regiji_2018.pdf
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Social media – we are where users are

35) NIJZ Twitter: https://twitter.com/NIJZ_pr
36) NIJZ Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/Nacionalni-in%C5%A1titut-za-javno-zdravje-NIJZ-523616787816640
37) NIJZ You Tube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UClPyMQKRwlE9geMcwuVM26Q
38) eNIJZ: http://www.nijz.si/sl/enijz-0

Searching for data and information, users click their 
way to SURS’s stat.si website, while SURS is adjusting 
to the developing digital society by seeking users and 
being present on platforms where they are. In 2018 
SURS published messages and communicated with 
users on social networks, namely @StatSlovenija and 
@StatSlovenia on Twitter and Facebook. It published 
1,092 tweets in Slovene and 161 messages on 
Facebook. At the end of 2018 SURS had about 4,600 
followers on its Slovene Twitter profile and 6,500 on its 
English Twitter profile (on both about 20% more than a 
year earlier) and 1,200 followers on its Facebook page 
(about 300% more than a year earlier). 

The NIJZ also promotes its activities via social networks 
by publishing on Twitter35, Facebook36 and YouTube37, 
and with the promotion of traditional events (release of 
publications, data release, events, activities, etc.) via the 
mentioned media with the help of which information is 
disseminated rapidly and reaches a wide circle of users. 
Greater recognition and interest in data is generated 
by various visualisations and infographics. In addition 
to social networks, eNIJZ38) free e-news is becoming 
increasingly important for informing the users. 
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European Statistics 
Competition – young people 
are our future

One of the important tasks of national statistics is 
presenting data and information to the public in a way 
that they are correctly understood and used. This is so-
called statistical literacy, which is actively promoted 
and improved through education. In 2018 young people, 
our future users were engaged in the European Statistics 
Competition. The principal objectives of the competition 
are to promote curiosity and interest in statistics 
among upper secondary school students, to encourage 
teachers to use new materials for teaching statistics and 
to use for this purpose real data and seek opportunities 
to use statistical knowledge obtained. In addition, other 
important objectives are to show students and teachers 
the role of statistics in the society, to present statistics 
as a university study and to promote teamwork and 
collaboration among students to achieve common goals. 
In 2018, 141 teams with 400 students participated in 
the national phase of the competition. Finalists of the 
national phase classified to the European finals in which 
they had to prepare a video on the importance of official 
statistics in today’s societies. Teams from Slovenia were 
excellent. Team JML from Grammar School Kranj was 
second in the category of 1st and 2nd year students. 

The BS was educating young people in 2018 by 
presenting its statistical activities at training days 
organised for upper secondary school students.

Heroes of Slovenia – 
gamification39 of national 
statistics

With the mobile educational game Heroes of Slovenia 
– a multiplayer quiz SURS used the development 
potential of information and communication technology 
and the Internet to bring statistics closer to young 
people and other users. A mobile game with elements 
of gamification is a new way of disseminating and 
promoting national statistics. The quiz, which is the 
subject-matter focus of the game, intertwined official 
statistics with general data on Slovenia making 
statistics more popular among the general public. 
For greater player engagement the game includes 
gaming elements characteristic of modern games 
(leaderboard, achievements, development points, daily 
rewards). With active promotion in the media and on 
social networks, about 7,000 players were activated in 
the first week after the launch, which is great success 
for Slovenia. 

39) Gamification is the application of game-design elements and game principles in non-game contexts. 
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Breaking stereotypes about 
dry and dull statistics

In 2018 SURS presented its activities to the public at 
the international SIRIKT conference, the Feel the Future 
fair, the Slovenian Book Fair, the Festival for the Third 
Life Period, and at the Statistical Day. On the stands 
with promotional material SURS’s representatives 
explained to visitors what kind of an institution SURS is, 
what does national statistics do, how it operates, why 
it is important and what the results of its work can be 
used for, what products and services are produced, and 
what is their applicability. They also explained why it is 
important that they participate in SURS’s surveys, and 
that every answer counts and contributes to the quality 
of final results. Such events are an opportunity for 
SURS’s staff to come into direct contact with the users 
to get their feedback which they can disseminate among 
their colleagues. 

Large interest in Statistical 
Day 2018

The 27th traditional statistical conference entitled Moč 
podatkov  was held on 23 January 2018 at Brdo pri 
Kranju. It was attended by 450 visitors from Slovenia 
and abroad, searching for answers to the questions 
of whether SURS’s data are more reliable than data 
produced by others, how others see SURS’s data, what 
is the role of the media in publishing SURS’s data, etc. 

40) The Power of Data
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Professional advisory bodies

The activity of national statistics is monitored by the 
Statistical Council of the Republic of Slovenia, which is a 
professional advisory body for strategic and development 
issues of national statistics. For individual fields of 
national statistics SURS established statistical advisory 
committees. Members of the Statistical Council and 
statistical advisory committees are representatives of 
the most important data users and providers. In 2018 the 
Statistical Council met three times and discussed basic 
documents of national statistics (annual programme and 
reports on programme implementation). There were 20 

statistical advisory committees in 2018 and 7 meetings 
were organised. 

Another professional advisory body operating at SURS 
is the Methodological Council. It was established to 
guarantee high quality of statistical products. Council 
members are experts in statistical methodology 
appointed by the Director-General of the Statistical Office 
of the Republic of Slovenia for a period of three years. In 
2018 the Methodological Council proposed the revision 
of three statistical surveys.
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2. DATA SOURCES

Data sources are input into the statistical process and thus necessary for preparing 
statistical data and services. The Slovene national statistics obtains them directly 
from people and business entities and indirectly from existing records and data 
collections.

Objectives of the Medium-Term Programme of Statistical Surveys 2018–2022
◊ Data collection that is friendly to data providers and effective
◊ Co-designing of data collections
◊ Exploitation of opportunities provided by big data
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SURS is constantly striving for efficient data collection. 
To reduce the reporting burden as much as possible, 
for monitoring the actual burden of reporting units 
in 2017 SURS introduced the technical solution that 
enables detailed analysis of the inclusion of business 
entities in statistical surveys in terms of the time and 
costs of reporting units. The latest data show that in 2017 
the data were collected directly from business entities 
in 78 statistical surveys. At the same time, to make 
reporting friendlier SURS is expanding the possibility of 
electronic data reporting. 

The reporting burden is the largest in external 
trade statistics. The multiannual project of Intrastat 
modernisation continued in 2018 with the finalisation 
of legislation. Within the reduction of administrative 
burdens, SURS studied the possibility of ending the 
collection of data for non-compulsory variables. It was 
decided that these data will be collected for enterprises 
above a certain threshold. SURS slightly increased 
the thresholds for reporting the data on trade with EU 
member states and thus reduced the reporting burden 
of smaller enterprises. 

In 2017 SURS conducted 70 surveys on its own. 
Data for the other 8 surveys were collected by other 
organisations: AJPES (6), FURS (1) and ARSO (1). 
There were 88,774 observation units that cooperated 
in at least one SURS’s survey, which is 7% more than 
in 2016. The number of business entities increased to 
75,139, which is 11.5% more than in 2016. 

The total time spent on reporting for all surveys was 
222.5 person-years, which is 4.8 person-years more 
than in 2016. The total costs incurred by business 
entities amounted to EUR 5.32 million, which was EUR 
0.22 million more than in 2016. 

Business entities reported the data electronically 
(including eSTAT reporting and reporting to AJPES and 
FURS) for 26 surveys or for 930,071 questionnaires, 
which is 93.8% of all questionnaires. Taking into account 
only surveys conducted by SURS, the share increased 
from 62% to 72%. Business entities were able to report 
the data via the eSTAT system for 19 surveys in 2017. 

Efficient data collection

As regards industry statistics, electronic data collection 
was introduced for the IND/L survey on industrial 
production. Electronic data collection via the eSTAT 
application was also set up for the survey on research 
and development activity by performers. 

SURS is gradually introducing web surveying for 
the surveys of individuals and households, since 
electronic data transmission has become one of the 
standard methods of data collection in this area. In 
2018 SURS introduced web surveying for the survey 
on ICT usage in households and by individuals. 
Individuals participating in the survey could complete 
the questionnaire anytime, anywhere. To provide as 
high quality of data as possible, those who for various 
reasons could not complete the web questionnaire (e.g. 
they were not using the Internet) were interviewed in 
person. 



LPSR   42

Transition to new administrative data sources

SURS is constantly monitoring existing and new 
administrative data sources and analysing the quality 
of their data for statistical use, since in this way it can 
significantly reduce the reporting burden. In many 
areas it has been using administrative sources as data 
sources for producing statistics, constantly seeking new 
opportunities. In 2018 it started to take over the data 
from administrative records for dividends, purchasing 
power parities, education personnel, district heating, 
energy, water, waste and tourism. 

In 2018 SURS conducted the survey on dividends for 
the last time and compared results with the data obtained 
from the Central Securities Clearing Corporation (KDD), 
which pays dividends and has the necessary data.  
Data analysis showed that KDD data meet the statistical 
needs, so from 2019 on SURS will no longer conduct the 
survey on dividends. The data that used to be collected 
with this survey will be replaced by KDD data. 

On 1 December 2017 AJPES set up the Register of 
Accommodation Establishments and the application 
for reporting the data on tourist arrivals and overnight 
stays called eTurizem. The project of setting up the 
register and the eTurizem system for electronic data 
reporting on tourist arrivals, overnight stays and on 

occupancy of accommodation establishments is very 
important in terms of reducing the burden of tourism 
economy.  Accommodation providers can now report 
the data on guests and activity in their accommodation 
establishments only once. Data reported to AJPES 
are used by the Police, SURS and municipalities. At 
the same time the new data source enabled SURS to 
start releasing monthly data on tourist arrivals and 
overnight stays for all accommodation establishments 
in the country, including those below the threshold of 10 
permanent beds. 

As regards earnings statistics, in 2018 SURS 
continued to study the possibility of using data from the 
withholding tax returns from income from employment 
(REK-1 form) and individual REK for all types of income 
(iREK form). Results of analyses have shown that 
iREK forms contain relatively comparable data for key 
indicators on earnings, but that they do not contain all 
variables currently used by SURS in the monthly survey 
on earnings of persons employed by legal persons 
(ZAP/M).

As regards data on persons employed in formal 
education, which cover personnel at pre-school, basic, 
upper secondary and tertiary levels of education, in 2018 
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SURS made a transition to the use of administrative 
sources and published data for two school years: 
2016/17 and 2017/18. 

In publishing the data from the Statistical Business 
Register, an additional administrative source – 
corporate income tax – was taken into account. 

In 2018 SURS started with technical preparations for the 
2020 Census of Agriculture; to this end it upgraded 
the Statistical Register of Agricultural Holdings 
and prepared part of the technical environment for 
conducting the census. A large emphasis was on finding 
new administrative and other data sources that could 
replace direct data collection. Preparations continue in 
2019. 

In the survey on waste collection and treatment, in 
2018 SURS made a transition to taking over data from 

the administrative source IS-Odpadki, which is kept 
by the Slovenian Environment Agency. Data on waste 
generation were still collected in the field and partly 
taken over from the mentioned administrative source. 

Collecting data on water statistics, in 2018 SURS made 
significant progress: in waste water statistics it started 
to take over data from the administrative source IJSVO, 
which is kept by MOP, and abandoned its regular field 
data collection and thus reduced the reporting burden.

In 2018 SURS strengthened cooperation with the Energy 
Agency and started to take over the data on district 
heating from it. The reporting burden was reduced for 
most business entities providing the services of district 
heating. Data of business entities not covered by the 
Energy Agency will continue to be collected directly by 
SURS. 
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Potential of using big data

In 2018, too, SURS was implementing activities the aim 
of which is the introduction of using big data in the 
regular statistical process. It studied results and areas 
where big data could be used as a data source, e.g. 
remote sensing, financial transactions, job vacancies, 
and purchasing power parity. It also studied the possibility 
of using big data for estimating the number of foreign 
tourists and travellers, so in 2018 it started preparations 
for taking over aggregate data from mobile operators, 
which will be taken over from AKOS. 

After successfully completing the project of modernising 
price statistics, in 2018 SURS started to calculate and 
publish consumer price indices and harmonised indices 
of consumer prices on the basis of the new methodology, 
according to which price trends for food, beverages and 
tobacco are shown exclusively from traders’ databases. 
Modernisation of data collection, data processing and 
optimisation of processes continued in 2018. A new 
project of web scraping of prices was set up, which will 
be implemented by spring 2020. The aim of the project is 
to upgrade the methodology for calculating trends in the 
prices of computer equipment (sources, methods, tools) 
and replacing manual data collection on the prices of air 
transport and package holidays with web scraping. 

In purchasing power parities, for valuating final 
consumption products and services SURS for the first 
time used data from traders’ databases. Slovenia was 
thus one of seven countries that started to use new data 
sources in this area. 

In early forecasting of economic indicators SURS 
checked the possibility of using data from automatic 
traffic counters on Slovenian roads for inclusion in the 
forecasting model. 

SURS was also testing web scraping of data on job 
vacancies from the websites of employment portals and 
agencies. Work continues and the aim of the project is to 
find out whether it would be possible to use scraped data 
on job vacancies to estimate the number of job vacancies 
and supplement the SKP 08 coding list. 

In preparing producer price indices, particularly 
in collecting and sampling, after the introduction of 
e-reporting in 2017, new solutions continued to be 
introduced in 2018. Manual collection of some data will be 
replaced by web scraping and the quality of indices will 
be improved by expanding the coverage both for services 
producer price indices (adding new activities) and for 
output price indices (improving the existing sample). 

In agriculture statistics, several activities for improving 
the statistical process were implemented in 2018. The 
emphasis was on analysing the potential of data obtained 
by remote sensing. The purpose of the project is to 
exploit the possibilities of big data and to study modern 
methods of remote sensing and the potential of using 
these data (earth surface images) for producing national 
statistics. 

In societies in which electronic payment is becoming an 
alternative to cash payment and in which the Internet 
facilitates trading, the data on financial transactions are 
a large potential to enrich statistics. Electronic payments 
with debit or credit cards namely leave electronic traces, 
which could be used as an additional source of information 
for supplementing statistical data. Based on the analysis 
of these data, SURS plans to identify the areas, both at 
the level of business entities and individuals, in which 
these data could be useful.
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3. CAPACITY

Capacity covers individual infrastructural elements such as human and financial 
resources, processes, organisation and IT infrastructure.

Objectives of the Medium-Term Programme of Statistical Surveys 2018–2022
◊ Optimised and modern statistical processes
◊ Commitment to quality and information security
◊ Professional staff
◊ Economically efficient implementation of the activity
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Optimisation and modernisation of statistical 
processes

Producers of national statistics are constantly optimising 
and modernising the procedures of statistical data 
collection, processing and dissemination. As regards 
data collection, in 2018 SURS was upgrading the 
application for electronic data reporting and developing 
the application for web scraping of prices and the 
application for web collection of data on time use and 
data on gender-based violence. SURS was introducing 
new procedures for data editing, aggregation, 
tabulation and statistical protection, IT solutions for 
conversion to the statistical identifier and setting up 

new databases. In 2018 it upgraded many surveys with 
which it introduced modern methodological solutions 
and the latest innovative technologies. Information 
technology is a part of conducting statistical surveys. 
SURS of course focuses on finding generic solutions 
that are the basis for conducting many surveys and 
implementing many projects. Without methodological 
and IT support, it would not be possible to implement 
the annual programme. Further on certain aspects of 
SURS’s development work in the past year are briefly 
presented.
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Upgrade of web pages for 
data reporting 

Extensive subject-matter and technological upgrade 
of the Intrastat system started in 2018. In the first 
phase the web application for Intrastat data reporting 
was upgraded. Technological upgrade of the eSTAT 
application for reporting data from statistical surveys 
of enterprises continued. For linking eSTAT and Blaise 
5, web services were developed that enable linking of 
questionnaires from both applications.

Web scraping of data on 
the prices of computer 
equipment

The application for web scraping of data in open source 
software Python was adjusted and upgraded for scraping 
information on the prices of computer equipment. In 
developing the application for scraping information 
on the prices and product specifications at 12 online 
traders the common tool was used. The applications 
are set up so that they enable very rapid operation and 
are run weekly and automatically. Scraping is done 
only if permission to do that is given on an individual 
domain, while information on product specifications is 
scraped only when a new product appears. Scraped 
data were included in regular processing for calculating 
the consumer price index.

New IT solutions for 
taking over administrative 
databases

For taking over data via the web service according to 
the SOAP protocol, two new IT solutions were prepared, 
which enabled taking over the data for the Survey on 
Tourist Arrivals and Overnight Stays (TU/M survey) 
provided by AJPES and the data for the students in pre-
tertiary education (ŠOL-DOTERC) survey provided by 
the MIZŠ. A new IT solution was also prepared for taking 
over data provided by FURS via the web service with 
the REST technology. The solution enables taking over 
data from the iRek form for calculating withholding tax 
returns from income from employment and data for the 
needs of SRDAP 

For the Time Use Survey a progressive web application 
PWA was developed, which in the form of a web diary 
for recording time use enables usage on respondents’ 
mobile phone browsers. It enables storing of data offline 
and reminds users to enter the data. 

Web application for the Time 
Use Survey
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Upgrade of the SiStat 
Database and outdated 
applications

As regards external trade statistics, an alternative 
method of data publication via px files was developed 
to improve the scalability in terms of simultaneous 
access. Data preparation is done via the Px Web 
system, but using the new version enabling web services 
(RESTFUL api). 

The entire SiStat Database is being upgraded 
introducing the back end system of uploading and 
publishing px files. In addition, an external application is 
being developed which will enable access to published 
px files, providing more user-friendly views for mobile 
phone users. Due to difficult maintenance, some other 
older applications (Names and Birthdays, Klasius, 
Standard Classification of Occupations, Population 
Pyramid) are also being upgraded. 

For e-keeping of the list of administrative data 
collections, on the SQL server a database was 
developed and set up. The iRek database was developed 
and set up, which enables storing monthly states of data 
from the form for calculating withholding tax returns from 
income from employment, while for processing these 
data a data warehouse was developed and set up. The 
SRDAP Database is being developed and set up; the 
database already enables a review of monthly states by 
using SQL queries and thus it is no longer necessary to 
prepare monthly states in advance.

New databases

Automated updating of 
data and upgrade of the 
application for conversion

The process and IT solution were set up for weekly 
automated updating of the conversion table and 
the input database of the Central Population Register 
in which personal identifiers are converted to the new 
statistical identifier (SID). With new functionalities the 
upgraded application for conversion into SID was set 
up. 

Within the upgrade of the industry statistics survey 
the preparation of procedures for automated editing and 
transition to using the new tool for data control (SIRUP) 
started.

New procedures in industry 
statistics
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Cooperation in the project 
within national accounts

A multiannual project of preparing a national accounts 
database intended for preparing the data for reporting 
to Eurostat and for national releases was completed. 
It was also necessary to provide appropriate data 
structure, harmonisation with standards and validation. 

Pilot survey on gender-based 
violence

The pilot survey on gender-based violence was 
conducted. The survey questionnaire was very extensive 
and demanding both in terms of asking questions during 
the interview as well as in terms of displaying the data 
(taking into account gender and combinations of the 
perpetrator’s actions). Therefore, the preparation of the 
web and the CAPI questionnaires was a major challenge 
as was the development and setting up of the database.

Upgrade of the survey on 
research and development 
activity

The survey on research and development activity 
by performers was upgraded in 2018. By conducting 
the survey in 2018 a new electronic questionnaire was 
introduced. In addition to the technical adjustment of 
the statistical process, statistical data protection was 
introduced in the survey.

In 2014 the NIJZ started two projects of modernising 
regular data collection: revision of data collection 
on outpatient treatment (e-SZBO), including data on 
preventive and curative visits at primary and secondary 
levels, and revision of data collection on health care 
providers. In the 2015–2017 period work on e-SZBO 
was delayed due to insufficient financial resources, but 
continued in 2018 with methodological supplements and 
the selection of pilot health care service providers. At 
the beginning of 2019 pilot data for the renewed data 
collection method were collected. With this revision the 
NIJZ will also obtain new data on community nursing 
care and more detailed data on health service at primary 
and secondary levels.

Modernisation of data 
collection at the NIJZ
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Simplification of data 
collection regarding work-
related injuries and sick leave

Together with the Health Insurance Institute of Slovenia, 
in 2018 the NIJZ was developing IT solutions for two 
existing data collections, namely data on sick leave and 
data on work-related injuries. This is a simplification 
of data collection at one place for several purposes. 
As regards data on work-related injuries, the Labour 
Inspectorate of the Republic of Slovenia was involved. 
Data on work-related injuries will be collected via the 
e-vem portal, while medical data on injuries will be
entered via the Health Insurance Institute of Slovenia
system by health care providers. This will facilitate
employers’ reporting of work-related injuries, while for
injured persons the procedures will be more transparent
and the NIJZ will have the data earlier.

Development work on the 
methodology of health 
surveys

The NIJZ continued development work on survey 
methodology. It implemented cognitive testing of certain 
questions from the national survey on tobacco, alcohol 
and illicit drugs and qualitative testing of two modules 
(patients’ experiences and positive mental health), 
which will potentially be included in the future waves 
of the European Health Interview Survey. Quantitative 
testing of the mentioned modules will be implemented 
within the implementation of the 2019 national survey 
on health and health care (EHIS 2019).
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Improvements in agriculture 
statistic

As regards agriculture statistics, in 2018 SURS 
implemented several activities intended for improvement 
of the statistical process. The emphasis was on process 
and technical modernisation of economic accounts for 
agriculture (EAA). The aim of the project is process and 
technical modernisation of the EAA survey to provide 
greater transparency of the process of conducting the 
survey, enable a methodological upgrade, optimise 
regular calculation and necessary revisions, and adjust 
the process to the latest technical standards. 

In 2018 SURS started to revise the survey on 
environmental protection expenditure. It studied the 
possibility of merging with another statistical survey and 
updated the list of reporting units. Within the revision the 
questionnaire on environmental protection expenditure 
and the questionnaire on environmental protection 
expenditure by the performers of environmental protection 
services were combined into one questionnaire and at 
the same time supplemented, so that in the future it will 
be possible to obtain with this questionnaire also the data 
for environmental protection expenditure accounts. 

In 2018 intensive preparations were taking place to stop 
collecting data on waste generation. A methodology 
was prepared of the calculation based on the data on 
collected and treated waste. In parallel, the processes of 
processing the data on waste were modernised. 

Environmental protection 
expenditure and waste

Upgrade of statistical 
processes in statistical 
surveys on water

In 2018 SURS upgraded the statistical processes in the 
statistical survey on exploitation of water in industry. 
A new database, and automated procedures of data 
editing, aggregation, tabulation and protection were 
set up. In this survey selective manual data editing was 
tested. 

Activities started on the modernisation of procedures 
necessary to conduct the survey on drinking water. 
They will continue in 2019. For the second consecutive 
year the data were taken over from the administrative 
source IJSVO (MOP). Together with data takeover, in 
2018 automated statistical processes of data editing, 
aggregation, tabulation and protection were set up for 
the survey on waste water. 

Development in energy 
statistics

Within the implementation of the pilot project on 
consumption of energy, fuels and selected 
petroleum products in industry, in 2018 SURS 
analysed and expanded the set of reporting units and 
started to set up the system of automated data editing, 
including selective editing. 

SURS tackled the preparation for collecting data on 
household energy consumption. These data will be 
collected in the second half of 2019 with a web survey. 
Households that will not respond to the web survey will 
be interviewed in person.
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Upgrade of the Statistical 
Business Register
At the beginning of 2018 SURS finished the project of 
introducing the functionalities of the Statistical 
Business Register, which is the backbone of all business 
statistics. The internal application for the Statistical 
Business Register (SPRS.net) was also upgraded. This 
now facilitates the preparation of samples and sampling 
frames for surveys that include observation units from the 
Statistical Business Register.

Comprehensive upgrade of 
the Statistical Register of 
Employment

In 2018 SURS tackled a comprehensive upgrade of the 
Statistical Register of Employment and the closely related 
monthly survey on persons in employment. Standard 
procedures of data processing will be upgraded and 
improved. Work will continue in 2019. 

41) https://www.stat.si/StatWeb/en/News/Index/7851

Almost 10% of persons in employment are foreigners
The number of foreigners in employment is almost 10% (around 87,700). Most of them come 
from Bosnia and Herzegovina (more than 42,600), followed by Serbia (almost 10,800), Croatia 
(almost 7,500), Kosovo (more than 7,100) and Macedonia (more than 6,000).41)
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Quality and IT security

Considering the principles of 
the European Statistics Code 
of Practice 
In 2018 the new version of the European Statistics 
Code of Practice42 published in 2017 was translated into 
Slovenian and released. Peer reviews of compliance 
with the Code are being held in member states about 
every five years. In the European Statistical System 
preparations started for the next round of peer reviews, 
which is expected to take place between 2020 and 
2022. In 2018 SURS cooperated in the group preparing 
the modernised Quality Assurance Framework, 
which has to be updated in line with the changes of 
the new version of the Code from 2017. The Quality 
Assurance Framework will be the basis for preparing the 
methodology for peer reviews. 

42) https://www.stat.si/StatWeb/File/DocSysFile/10167/EuropeanStatisticsCodeOfPractice_EN.pdf
43) https://www.stat.si/StatWeb/File/DocSysFile/9692/quality-indicators-2017.pdf

Development of the 
application for managing 
reference metadata and 
quality indicators (STATMIK)
Measuring the quality of statistical data in line with 
the quality indicators43 and publishing methodological 
materials are important activities for introducing 
improvements into the statistical process and achieving 
transparency in statistical data preparation. 

In 2018 SURS continued to develop the application for 
managing reference metadata and quality indicators 
(STATMIK). The STATMIK application will improve the 
overview of quality indicator values for statistical surveys 
conducted by SURS and enable a comparison of values 
between years and surveys. The values of quality 
indicators for individual statistical surveys have already 
been entered into the application; they are constantly 
supplemented with new values. 

Another important aspect of the application is that it will 
enable simpler and more standardised preparation 
of methodological materials for users (methodological 
explanations and quality reports). The main idea of the 
new approach is that all metadata are entered (only 
once) in the central metadata database from which they 
are taken over and used for various purposes (i.e. the 
once-for-several-times approach). 

The subject-matter upgrade of methodological 
explanations was implemented in 2017, so in 2018 
the subject-matter update of quality reports was 
introduced that will be implemented together with the 
preparation of methodological material via the STATMIK 
application. Testing the preparation of quality reports 
in the STATMIK application started at the end of 2018. 
Gradual implementation is planned for 2019.
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Improving IT security

In 2018 SURS continued to develop its IT security. 
Changes do not deviate from objectives and principles 
of the existing system. They were introduced to improve 
the IT security at SURS, so that it is in line with the 
common ESS IT security framework. SURS’s IT security 
policy was slightly upgraded. Three sectoral policies 
were changed. 

In 2018 SURS conducted the first internal audit of IT 
security. The audit was also implemented at the two 
external IT system management providers. With the 
implementation of these audits the system of conducting 
IT security audits, which is an important building block 
of constant improvement of IT security, was finally set 
up. The program of IT security audits for 2019 was 
prepared, which will include IT security audits in all 
SURS’s sections. 

At the end of May 2018 PwC conducted a certification 
audit of SURS IT security on behalf of Eurostat44. The 
purpose was to audit SURS’s IT security and check 
whether it is in line with the common ESS IT security 
framework. During the audit some non-compliances 
with the common framework were detected, which were 
successfully resolved with appropriate corrective actions 
and as one of the first in the ESS SURS obtained the 
certificate of successfully passing the IT security 
audit. 

In 2018 the NIJZ was constantly consulting with the 
Information Commissioner and was included in several 
inspection procedures of the Information Commissioner, 
which confirmed that the level of IT security of various 
NIJZ platforms is appropriate.

44) https://www.pwc.com/si/sl/home.html
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Financial and human resources in national 
statistics
Estimation of the costs of statistical production
In 2018 SURS developed the basic methodology for 
estimating the costs of producing statistical data and 
services, and prepared first estimates of the costs 
of individual products and processes. Based on the 
methodology and cost estimates, further calculations 
of costs, comparative analyses and possible additional 

improvements will be prepared in the coming years. In 
addition to the mentioned cost analyses, together with 
the NIJZ in 2018 SURS continued to cooperate in two 
Eurostat analyses of estimating the costs of statistical 
production and products. To this end 27 European 
products were evaluated in 2018 (93 since 2015). 



LPSR   56

Costs of national statistics

SURS’s budgetary expenditure in 2018 was EUR 
10,941,147, 0.3% lower than in 2017. Despite higher 
costs for earnings, investment and regular surveys, 
compared to 2017 material costs dropped significantly 
as a result of the repayment of hired equipment and 
transfer of the rental contract for the building to the new 
real property manager (MJU). With EUR 10,334,778 
state budget funds represented by far the largest share 
(94.5%), followed by European funds (EUR 606,396 or 
5.5%). Compared to 2017 the latter increased by 3% 
and compared to 2016 by 47%. Additionally obtained 
European funds represented a smaller share of SURS’s 
annual financial plan but were very important since they 
facilitated the necessary development. 

At the NIJZ and the BS, authorised producers of national 
statistics, the structure of the sources of financing is 
different. In 2018 the NIJZ was financed solely from 
the state budget but it is not directly involved in the 
procedures of preparing and harmonising the state 
budget since it obtains funds via the MZ. The NIJZ spent 
on its statistical activity organised within the Health 
Data Centre EUR 1,235,928 or about 6.5% more than 
in 2017. This amount includes labour costs as well as 

material and other indirect costs. The BS is financed 
solely from own sources, the most important being 
monetary policy instruments and portfolios and own 
investment in securities. In recent years the BS has given 
at least 75% of the surplus of revenue over expenditure 
to the state budget. The statistical function of the BS 
is organised in the Financial Statistics Department; 
however, the department does not conduct only tasks 
from the programme of statistical surveys, but also 
other services such as collecting and providing data 
for banking supervision, financial stability, development 
and analyses. In 2018 direct and indirect costs of the 
Financial Statistics Department amounted to EUR 
4,346,851, which was EUR 199,260 more than in 2017 
when they amounted to EUR 4,147,591. 

SURS is striving to estimate financial resources spent for 
implementing activities in the entire system of national 
statistics, taking into account the fact that in addition to 
producers of national statistics AJPES and FURS, which 
collect data for some statistical surveys, are also important 
partners in the system. According to SURS’s estimate, 
the total costs of these two institutions amounted to just 
over EUR 1 million.
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Training of national 
statisticians 

National statisticians are constantly adjusting to 
professional, technological and communication 
developments. In 2018 SURS’s employees were 
obtaining appropriate knowledge to implement 
statistical activities at various seminars and workshops 
in Slovenia and abroad and with in-house training 
courses. In Slovenia they attended 53 courses, 
primarily management, computer and IT, legislation, 
legal matters, social security, language, communication, 
public procurement, and training of public servants. 

SURS organised 27 in-house training courses with 835 
participants in the duration of 2,602 hours. Courses 
covered various parts of the statistical process, 
methodology, and computer and communication skills.

In addition, SURS’s employees attended 89 training 
courses abroad, i.e. courses within the European 
Statistical Training Program (ESTP), workshops, 
seminars, and conferences. They were also attending 
training at Eurostat and at national statistical offices.

The Pulse of Statistics

The Pulse of Statistics is SURS’s internal professional 
conference which has become very popular. This is a 
form of mutual training at which some employees inform 
their colleagues about new developments from their 
fields of work thus transferring new knowledge, practice 
and experience. In 2018, too, SURS held two such 
meetings (ninth and tenth). The spring Pulse focused 
on the modernisation of price statistics, presentation of 
the Moje poti (My Ways) mobile application – transition 
to a new method of data collection, measuring the 
reporting burden of business entities, and the European 
Statistics Competition. The autumn Pulse focused 
on the Enterprise Groups Register, the Register of 
Accommodation Establishments and eTurizem, social 
networks, and the calculation of costs by processes and 
products.                                       

Human resource management

The key to a successful organisational structure is 
people – efficient, creative, motivated and highly skilled 
employees. On 31 December 2018 SURS had 309 
employees, 295 of them in permanent employment. At 
the end of 2018 the BS’s Financial Statistics Department 
employed 41 persons and at the NIJZ 20 persons were 
engaged in national statistics.

Promotion of health

SURS is promoting health via various activities. It 
encourages employees to perform brief daily stretching 
exercises, and there are bicycles that can be used when 
leaving the workplace for business purposes. To promote 
personal development, SURS organised teambuilding 
with a lecture entitled For Better Health and Well-Being 
at the Workplace – Physical Activity. Teambuilding was 
attended by 224 employees. SURS also organised 6 
shorter afternoon walks near Ljubljana, with which it 
contributed to the physical fitness and well-being of its 
employees.  
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Cooperation is multidimensional, with numerous stakeholders and essential for 
development and progress which could not be possible in isolation.

Objectives of the Medium-Term Programme of Statistical Surveys 2018–2022
◊ Active membership in the international statistical community
◊ Cooperation with the scientific research community
◊ Community of national statisticians

4. COOPERATION
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National statistics in Slovenia and in the 
international environment

Activities of national statistics in the international environment 
SURS and the authorised producers of national statistics 
(BS and NIJZ) were actively cooperating in Slovenian, 
European and international environment. 

As a member of the European Statistical System (ESS), 
SURS is actively involved in the work of this partnership 
at all levels of cooperation and decision-making in the 
system. As regards international cooperation, SURS 
is also actively involved within the United Nations 
Organisation (UN), the Organisation for Economic 
Cooperation and Development (OECD) and international 
scientific associations in the field of statistics. SURS’s 
representatives mostly participate in regular meetings 
and conferences organised within the EU, the UN and the 
OECD, where they cooperate with representatives of other 
member states as conditioned by the method of work of the 
ESS and the mentioned international organisations, and in 
various workshops, courses and other forms of education 
and training. In 2018, 122 different SURS’s employees 
(39.5% of all employees) participated in 333 international 
and EU events (total participation 389 people). Each event 
took on average 1.9 days and was attended by 1.2 SURS’s 
employees. 

Most international statistical activities of the BS 
involved its membership in many ESCB bodies, the 
legal framework and statistical standards of which 
are separated from the ESS. Because activities of 
both European statistical systems are linked, their 
cooperation is organised in the Committee on Monetary, 

Financial and Balance of Payments Statistics (CMFB) 
and the European Statistical Forum (ESF), in which the 
BS and SURS cooperated in 2018. In addition, the BS 
also cooperated with Eurostat, in working groups on 
financial accounts and government finance statistics, 
balance of payments, foreign direct investment (“FDI 
network”) and foreign affiliates statistics (FATS). 
International statistical cooperation of the BS included 
the Bank for International Settlements, the International 
Monetary Fund, the OECD and the World Bank. 

The NIJZ cooperates in the International Association of 
National Public Health Institutes and represents Slovenia 
in the World Health Organisation (WHO). In recent 
years the WHO has been strengthening the initiative to 
improve the quality of data on health and health care 
(EHII – European Health Information Initiative). In 2018 
the NIJZ continued to prepare the self-assessment of 
ten basic public health functions, primarily providing 
data on health and health care. 

The NIJZ also cooperated in several projects and in 
joint actions within the European Union: the joint action 
on health information (JA InfAct) and the joint action 
on health inequalities (JA JAHEE). The NIJZ was also 
actively cooperating in several Eurostat working groups 
and task forces on public health, on health and safety at 
work, on health surveys related to causes of death and 
morbidity.



LPSR   60

Transfer of knowledge and 
experience 

National statisticians were again very active in 2018 in the 
transfer of knowledge and experience to other statistical 
offices. Together with the Italian statistical office SURS 
conducted the twinning project to strengthen the 
capacity of the statistical system in North Macedonia. 
Within this project it implemented 23 missions, study 
visits and consultations. It was also successful in the 
joint consortium with Statistics Netherlands and the 
Croatian Bureau of Statistics in participating in the IPA 
2015 Instrument for Pre-Accession Assistance in which 
it contributed to the modernisation of national statistical 
systems of Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Kosovo, 
North Macedonia, Montenegro, Serbia and Turkey. The 
aim of this project is to strengthen statistical systems in 
the mentioned countries in terms of compliance with the 
EU’s statistical requirements. This is a two-year project 
and in 2018 SURS conducted 7 missions and study 
visits. 

Within the program of bilateral technical assistance 
of Slovenia to Montenegro, SURS implemented four 
projects on labour statistics, seasonal adjustment and 
forestry statistics. BS representatives provided technical 
assistance to their colleagues from the National Bank 
of Montenegro in developing monetary and financial 
statistics.

Cooperation with faculties

Taking care of developing highly skilled staff, SURS 
cooperates with various higher education institutions. 
In 2018 SURS’s experts presented various statistical 
contents to students of the University of Ljubljana’s 
Faculty of Social Sciences: statistical process, modelling, 
statistical surveys, European statistical cooperation, and 
products and services provided by SURS. At the Faculty 
of Arts’ Department of Geography SURS presented its 
activity, products and services, and spatial statistics. 
Ten former students of these faculties were employed 
by SURS in 2018. 

National statisticians 
cooperate well

Partners in the system of national statistics – 
SURS, BS, NIJZ – have been successfully cooperating 
and cultivating good relations for several years. We 
are harmonising our positions regarding statistical 
legislation, quality, methodology, cross-sectional 
publications, common positions at the European level, 
and preparation of strategic documents such as the 
medium-term and annual programmes of statistical 
surveys. In 2018 we were also meeting regularly both at 
the expert and at the top management level discussing 
our achievements and future work.
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Statistical legislation adopted in 
2018
Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2018/1799 of 21 November 2018 on the establishment of a temporary 
direct statistical action for the dissemination of selected topics of the 2021 population and housing census geocoded 
to a 1 km2 grid (CELEX: 32018R1799) 

Commission Regulation (EU) 2018/174 of 2 February 2018 implementing Regulation (EC) No 1177/2003 of the 
European Parliament and of the Council concerning Community statistics on income and living conditions (EU-SILC) 
as regards the list of target secondary variables on intergenerational transmission of disadvantages, household 
composition and evolution of income for 2019 (CELEX: 32018R0174) 

Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2018/1709 of 13 November 2018 specifying the technical characteristics 
of the 2020 ad hoc module on accidents at work and other work-related health problems as regards the labour force 
sample survey pursuant to Council Regulation (EC) No 577/98 (CELEX: 32018R1709) 

Commission Regulation (EU) 2018/255 of 19 February 2018 implementing Regulation (EC) No 1338/2008 of the 
European Parliament and of the Council as regards statistics based on the European Health Interview Survey (EHIS) 
(CELEX: 32018R0255) 

Commission Delegated Decision (EU) 2018/1007 of 25 April 2018 supplementing Directive 2009/42/EC of the 
European Parliament and of the Council as regards the list of ports and repealing Commission Decision 2008/861/
EC (CELEX: 32018D1007) 

Regulation (EU) 2018/1091 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 18 July 2018 on integrated farm 
statistics and repealing Regulations (EC) No 1166/2008 and (EU) No 1337/2011 (CELEX: 32018R1091) 

Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2018/1874 of 29 November 2018 on the data to be provided for 2020 
under Regulation (EU) 2018/1091 of the European Parliament and of the Council on integrated farm statistics and 
repealing Regulations (EC) No 1166/2008 and (EU) No 1337/2011, as regards the list of variables and their description 
(CELEX: 32018R1874) 

Delegated act to the EU Regulation on Economic Accounts for Agriculture of 3 December 2018 

The ESS agreement in the field of price and rent statistics for agricultural land, which came into force in January 2019 

Regulation (EU) 2018/1091 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 18 July 2018 on integrated farm 
statistics and repealing Regulations (EC) No 1166/2008 and (EU) No 1337/2011 (CELEX: 32018R1091) 

Regulation (EU) 2018/231 of the European Central Bank of 26 January 2018 on statistical reporting requirements for 
pension funds (ECB/2018/2) (CELEX: 32018R0231) 

Commission Regulation (EU) 2018/255 of 19 February 2018 implementing Regulation (EC) No 1338/2008 of the 
European Parliament and of the Council as regards statistics based on the European Health Interview Survey (EHIS) 
(CELEX: 32018R0255) 
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List of abbreviations
AJPES Agency of the Republic of Slovenia for Public Legal Records and Related Services 

ARSO Slovenian Environment Agency

BS Bank of Slovenia

CAPI Computer assisted personal interviewing

CMFB Committee on Monetary, Financial and Balance of Payments Statistics 

ECB European Central Bank

EHIS European Health Interview Survey 

EAA Economic accounts for agriculture

ESCB European System of Central Banks

ESF European Statistical Forum 

ESS European Statistical System

ESTP European Statistical Training Program

EU European Union 

EU-SILC Survey on Living Conditions 

FADN Farm Accountancy Data Network

FATS	 Foreign	AffiliaTes	Statistics

FDI Foreign direct investment

FURS Financial Administration of the Republic of Slovenia

GALI Global Activity Limitation Indicator

GDP Gross domestic product

GERD Gross domestic expenditure on research and development

HBS Household Budget Survey

HBSC Health Behaviour in School-Aged Children

ICT Information and communication technology

IJSVO Environmental protection information system

IPA Instrument for Pre-Accession Assistance 

KDD Central Securities Clearing Corporation 

MIZŠ Ministry of Education, Science and Sport

MJU Ministry of Public Administration

MOP Ministry of the Environment and Spatial Planning
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NIJZ  National Institute of Public Health 

OECD  Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development 

R&D  Research and development

RIAD	 Register	of	Institutions	and	Affiliates	Database

SAC Satellite accounts for culture

SDD Single data dictionary 

SDDS Special Data Dissemination Standard 

SID	 statistical	identifier	

SiStat SURS’s online database

SRDAP Statistical Register of Employment

STATMIK Statistical metadata and quality indicators

SURS		 Statistical	Office	of	the	Republic	of	Slovenia

WHO World Health Organisation

Photos were obtained from the website: https://depositphotos.com/ 
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