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The Statistical Council of the Republic of Slovenia
at its 57th regular session on 25 April 2018
discussed the Report on the Implementation of the Annual Programme of Statistical Surveys for 2017
and adopted the following

DECISION
»The Statistical Council of the Republic of Slovenia at its 57th regular session on 25 April 2018
under Item 3 of the agenda took note of the Report on the Implementation of the
Annual Programme of Statistical Surveys for 2017.«

Dr. Anuška Ferligoj
President of the
Statistical Council of the Republic of Slovenia
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Introduction
The Statistical Office of the Republic of Slovenia (SURS) and other
authorised producers of national statistics are aware of their
responsibility to provide quality, timely and internationally
comparable data as well as the commitment regarding the
implementation of the requirements of European statistical
legislation. In 2017, too, we followed the objectives and by
implementing key statistical surveys and additional projects provided
a solid basis in the national statistics system for further development
of quality statistics.
In early 2017 SURS launched a revamped website, which, in addition
to the possibility of browsing the content on various devices, enables
effective navigation through the content since it is our desire to draw
national statistics data closer to people who are less familiar with
statistical areas.
SURS and other authorised producers of national statistics were
actively cooperating in Slovenian, European and international
environment. As a member of the European Statistical System (ESS)
SURS is actively involved in the work of this partnership at all levels of cooperation and decision‐making
in the system. International cooperation is also very important in view of the international
harmonisation and comparability of statistical surveys and data, and the development orientation.
Therefore, SURS is striving to cooperate in as many European projects as possible which can contribute
to spreading knowledge and transferring new experience into the national statistical system.
In the Open Data Maturity Report 2017 released in November 2017 the European Commission ranked
Slovenia among the so‐called trendsetters, i.e. in the highest group in terms of the willingness to open
public sector data and the development of the national open data portal. SURS contributed importantly
to the success of the Slovenian open data portal (OPSI) both with the number of tables included in the
portal and with common development of the advanced technical solution.
The development of information security at SURS continued in 2017 with a comprehensive overhaul of
the information security management system. SURS followed the objectives and principles of the
current regulation of this area. Changes were introduced to improve information security at SURS, so
that it is harmonised with the common information security framework of the ESS.
The Modernisation of Price Statistics project was successfully completed in 2017. The third objective of
the project was achieved, whereby SURS set up the basis for comprehensive use of retailers’ databases.
Project results are simplified and modernised procedures of collecting data on prices from various
sources and better procedures of preparing price statistics.
In 2017, too, SURS was actively cooperating in the working group on setting up the register of tourist
accommodation establishments and the single electronic reporting on tourist arrivals and overnight
stays called eTurizem. Both were set up in December 2017 and will contribute significantly to better
quality of statistics as well as reducing the reporting burden.
I would like to thank everybody contributing to achieving the objectives and to successful
implementation of statistical surveys in 2017 for a job well done and for contributing to further
development of national statistics in Slovenia.
Genovefa Ružić
Acting Director‐General of the
Statistical Office of the Republic of Slovenia

7

National Statistics in 2017

8

National Statistics in 2017

1 Achievements of national statistics in
implementing basic objectives set in the
Medium‐Term Programme of Statistical
Surveys 2013–2017
This chapter presents development achievements of national statistics in Slovenia in implementing
basic objectives set in the Medium‐Term Programme of Statistical Surveys 2013–2017 (OJ RS, No.
79/12). These objectives were: increasing the use of statistical data among users, preserving the
confidence of all stakeholders in the quality of national statistics in Slovenia and increasing its
recognition, and implementing the activity according to the cost‐benefit principle.

1. 1 Increasing the use of statistical data
Interactivity is increasingly important in the digital age
To draw digital society statistics as close to people as possible, make it understandable, clear and
interesting, interactive charts are included in releases primarily intended for the media but also for the
general public. With them we present statistical phenomena and enable users to research statistical
data.
Better understanding and management of user needs for data (mostly by producing products and
services adjusted to users) are among the main objectives both nationally and internationally. Within
the project »Digital Communication, User Analytics and Innovative Products«, which is being carried out
within the European Statistical System, SURS cooperated in preparing the interactive EU publication
The Life of Women and Men in Europe 2017, which was translated into Slovene and made available to
users on SURS’s website1.
SURS finished major subject‐matter and design upgrades of its printed publications in 2017. The focus
was on simple, telling infographics intended for all users. All SURS’s data are only a click away, so
publications are offered in various digital formats on www.stat.si.

Promotion of the use of statistical data via various communication channels
The media (newspapers, radio and TV stations, and web portals) are key intermediaries of statistical
data and information to the interested public. In 2017, too, SURS cooperated with the media and
journalists in the established way. Journalists’ requests for our data increased by a quarter over the
previous year and by 100% compared to two years ago. Their requests are becoming increasingly
complex. SURS replied to journalists’ requests for data and for statements and interviews of statisticians
and top management in the shortest possible time. SURS transmitted to the media almost 50
statements and interviews of statisticians, appeared in TV shows and held 12 press conferences
presenting the latest statistical data. Journalists and the general public appreciated special web releases
prepared by SURS at special days and holidays and at current events. For our English‐speaking users
there is a special SURS’s English site on the MMC RTV Slovenija portal called Slovenia in Numbers2.

1 http://stat.si/womenmen/index.html?lang=sl
2

http://www.rtvslo.si/news‐in‐english/slovenia‐in‐numbers
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In line with social development and
progress, the needs of users are changing
and are becoming more complex.
Digitisation of the society emphasises the
importance of online content, while web
users
wish
ever
more
dynamic
presentations of some contents. Social
networks are modern communication and
promotion channels with the help of which
producers of national statistics perform
their mission of disseminating statistical
data and information to the interested
public,
collecting
and
exchanging
information, knowledge and users’
opinions.
SURS’s
Twitter
feeds
(@StatSlovenija and @StatSlovenia) are
followed by more than 9,500 people (25%
more than in the previous year) and their
number is constantly growing. As regards
international cooperation, in 2017 SURS
cooperated on the European statistics
Facebook page where we had some
excellent posts, the most successful being
the post at the International Beer Day,
which reached over 8,000 users. In October 2017 we marked the European Statistics Day by opening our
Facebook profile (@StatSlovenija). Despite the as yet low number of followers, some of our posts reach
a wide circle of users; the December posts with season’s greetings and average prices of nut roll
ingredients reached 8,000 and 15,600 users, respectively. In this way SURS is expanding its
dissemination, communication and promotion channels.
The NIJZ also promotes its activities in various ways: with current releases on Twitter3 and Facebook4 by
creating videos and releasing them on YouTube5 as well as on Twitter and Facebook, and by promoting
traditional events (release of publications, data releases, events, activities, etc.) via the mentioned
online media that enable more rapid (even in real time) information dissemination. Promotion of
statistical data with infographics on social media is a regular feature.

eNIJZ – electronic bulletin on public health
The eNIJZ6 is free electronic news on public health. The purpose of the eNIJZ is to inform the users
about current developments in public health (publications, workshops, activities, etc.). The bulletin is
usually published once a month, and it is possible to receive it on one’s e‐mail address only by
registering via a form and scanning the QR code. The bulletin always emphasises developments in
health statistics.

3

NIJZ Twitter: https://twitter.com/NIJZ_pr

4

NIJZ Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/Nacionalni‐in%C5%A1titut‐za‐javno‐zdravje‐NIJZ‐523616787816640

5

NIJZ Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UClPyMQKRwlE9geMcwuVM26Q

6

eNijz ‐ http://www.nijz.si/sl/enijz‐0
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Activities for improving statistical literacy
Producers of national statistics are aware that one of the key conditions for using and understanding
statistics is to improve the statistical literacy of users. Correct understanding and use of data depends
on understandable, clear, appropriate, interesting and objective data releases in tables, charts,
infographics and comments. Another way of improving statistical literacy of users is providing training
for them and appearing in promotional events. We are actively cooperating in training of our youngest
users (schoolchildren, pupils and students) in SURS’s premises as well as in educational institutions. In
2017 we presented what we do to students of the Faculty of Social Sciences, the Faculty of Economics,
geography students of the Faculty of Arts, and landscape architects of the Biotechnical Faculty (all
University of Ljubljana). We visited elementary school pupils in Polhov Gradec, in Šempeter pri Gorici
and in Ljubljana. We presented our activities to young people at the European Researchers’ Night in
Citypark Ljubljana and to everyone at the three‐day Feel the Future fair, the topic of which was Digital
Slovenia.
To improve statistical literacy of young people, we participate in the international project Support for
Statistical Literacy Actions in the Area of Competition, Gamification, E‐learning. In cooperation with the
Statistical Society of Slovenia, SURS activated almost 400 upper secondary school pupils who compete
in the national and European competition called European Statistics Games7. They compete in the
knowledge of basic statistical concepts, explaining statistical releases and knowledge of statistical data
published on SURS’s and Eurostat’s websites.
At training days organised by the Bank of Slovenia for elementary and upper secondary pupils, in 2017
the Bank of Slovenia presented its statistical activities.

Cooperation with data providers and users via statistical advisory committees
In 2017, 23 statistical advisory committees, consultative groups for individual areas of national statistics,
were operating at SURS. They have an important impact on the development of national statistics in
Slovenia at the expert level and on cooperation in producing official statistical data.
Statistical advisory committees had around 380 external members. Nine meetings were organised in
2017 (on administrative data sources, transport statistics, external trade statistics, information society
statistics, national accounts, tourism statistics, natural resources and environment statistics, price
statistics, and regional statistics).
The statistical advisory committee meetings focused mostly on topics important for individual
committees but participants were also informed about the activities of national statistics, e.g.
preparation and content of the Medium‐Term Programme of Statistical Surveys 2018–2022, statistical
conference at Brdo pri Kranju entitled “Hungry for data? Food statistics.”, SURS’s activities regarding
the analysis and use of big data for statistical purposes, launch of the responsive website adjusted for
mobile phones and tablets, SURS’s social media presence (Twitter, Vimeo), and other interesting topics.

Cooperation in Slovenia, and in the European and international community
SURS and authorised producers of national statistics were actively cooperating in Slovenia and in the
European and international community. As a member of the European Statistical System (ESS), SURS is
actively involved in the work of this partnership at all levels of cooperation and decision‐making in the
system. SURS is also active internationally both within the United Nations (UN), the Organisation for
Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) and international scientific associations in the field of
statistics.

7

www.stat.si/igre
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In 2017, 418 SURS’s representatives participated in 332 international and EU events. SURS’s
representatives mostly participate in regular meetings and conferences organised within the EU, the UN
and the OECD attended by representatives of all Member States because this is conditioned by the
method of work of the ESS and the mentioned international organisations, as well as various
workshops, courses and other forms of education and training.
Within the ESSC there is a Partnership Group that was in 2016 and 2017 chaired by SURS’s Director‐
General. In 2017, the group met four times at regular meetings at which members discussed strategic
issues of the ESS such as the implementation of the ESS Vision 2020, ESS priorities after 2010, etc.
SURS
is
currently
fulfilling
statistical
commitments
towards
the OECD and the UN and
is actively cooperating in
the OECD Committee on
Statistics and Statistical
Policy and its Bureau, and
in the Conference of
European Statisticians at
the
United
Nations
Economic
Commission
for Europe.
SURS is also actively
cooperating
in
the
transfer of knowledge
and experience to other
statistical offices.

ESSC Partnership Group

Within the framework of the EU technical assistance program, in 2017 SURS cooperated in the project
dedicated to the strengthening of statistical capacities in Montenegro and implemented various study
visits by representatives of statistical offices of Western Balkan countries and a three‐month training of
a representative of the Albanian statistical office. Together with the Italian National Institute for
Statistics, SURS is successfully implementing the twinning project in Macedonia, the objective of which
is to strengthen the capacities of the Macedonian statistical system. We also implemented a project of
bilateral technical assistance in statistics to Montenegro.
In addition to the ESS, at the European level there is also the European System of Central Banks (ESCB),
a member of which is the Bank of Slovenia (BS). At the international level, the BS cooperated the most
intensively as a member of many ESCB bodies, the legal framework and statistical standards of which
are separated from the ESS. Because activities of both European statistical systems are linked, their
cooperation is organised in the Committee on Monetary, Financial and Balance of Payments Statistics
(CMFB) and the European Statistical Forum (ESF), members of which are the BS and SURS. In addition,
the BS also cooperated with Eurostat, in working groups on financial accounts and government finance
statistics, balance of payments, foreign direct investment ("FDI network") and foreign affiliates statistics
(FATS).
International statistical cooperation of the BS included the Bank for International Settlements, the
International Monetary Fund, the OECD and the World Bank. In 2017, the BS continued preparation for
the transition to the expanded special data dissemination standard (SDDS+) under the auspices of the
International Monetary Fund.
Representatives of the BS Statistical Department continued to exchange experience with their
colleagues in central banks of the Central Europe within regular meetings.
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The NIJZ cooperates in the International Association of National Public Health Institutes and represents
Slovenia in the World Health Organisation (WHO). In recent years the WHO has been strengthening the
initiative to improve the quality of health information (EHII – European Health Information Initiative). In
2017 the NIJZ started to prepare the self‐assessment of ten basic public health functions, exposing the
availability of health information. The report will be prepared by June 2018.
The NIJZ also cooperates in several projects and in joint actions within the European Union: the joint
action on health information (JA InfAct) and the joint action on health inequalities (JA Inequalities). The
NIJZ is also actively cooperating in several Eurostat working groups and task forces on public health, on
health and safety at work, on health surveys related to causes of death, and on morbidity.
In 2017 the NIJZ presented the health statistics system to representatives of many countries, including
South Korea and Montenegro.

More user‐friendly access to metadata for users of national statistics
SURS took care of making access to metadata friendlier for users of national statistics. Methodological
explanations presenting key methodological information necessary for correct understanding of
statistical data published by SURS were upgraded in terms of subject‐matter in line with the
recommendations adopted in 2015. The content of methodological explanations is more transparent
and harmonised among statistical surveys.
In 2017, too, SURS was regularly preparing and publishing standard and annual quality reports for
statistical surveys. The upgrade of quality reports will improve the standardisation of preparing reports
so that they will be more transparent for users. SURS prepared the subject‐matter upgrade of quality
reports within the planning and development of the database of reference metadata and the database
of quality indicators, which will be completed with the setting up of the mentioned databases.

Development of websites for disseminating national statistics
In early 2017 SURS launched a revamped website
which, in addition to the possibility of browsing the
content on various devices (smartphone, tablet,
workstations, etc.), brings a cleaner and clearer
design, which enables a more effective navigation
through the content since it is our desire to draw data
closer to people who are less familiar with statistical
areas.
We continued to work on the pilot project of
modernising the SI‐STAT Database. We implemented automatic release of data on foreign economic
relations, which will serve us as a basis for applying the modernisation to other statistical areas.

Data releases on the NIJZ data portal
On the NIJZ data portal8 a new large set of content on the health status, the use of health services and
the lifestyle of the population was published in 2017 based on the Health Interview Survey. The main
purpose of the survey is to find out the health status of the population (self‐assessment of health,
psychological wellbeing, chronic conditions, limitations in daily activities, social network, social support,
etc.), the utilisation of various health services (consultations with doctors and other (including
alternative) experts and therapists, use of health services at home, reasons for unmet needs, etc.) and
the non‐medical determinants of health (body mass index, physical activity, dietary habits, use of

8

NIJZ data portal: https://podatki.nijz.si/pxweb/sl/NIJZ%20podatkovni%20portal/
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tobacco products, alcohol consumption, etc.). Presentation of the survey data took into account the
accuracy of estimates; in addition to presented prevalence rates, there are lower and upper confidence
interval limits, and ‐ if relevant ‐the estimate of the prevalence in the population.
A new service is the publication of health indicators at the level of municipalities in PC‐Axis format as
they are shown and interpreted in detail on the website Health in the Municipality9. Now the data are
divided into eight sections, which facilitates search and improves the transparency of published areas.
On its data portal the NIJZ also upgraded other data releases in line with the release calendar. Metadata
have a single structure that includes information on legal bases, the purpose of data collection, the
history of individual data collection (with the emphasis on breaks in time series) and the definitions of
published indicators.

The central theme of the Statistical Day 2017 was food data
At the 26th Statistical Day renowned
experts discussed food, taking care of
food security and data bases enabling
insight into the situation in this area. The
discussion took place in two roundtables.
The first one pointed out the
comprehensive nature of the subject,
particularly what can we do to improve
the efficiency of agricultural production
and economical food consumption, while
the second one focused on data bases for
monitoring this area, particularly what
data on the use of natural resources
(food production, processing and
consumption) users need and what challenges in using the available data they are facing.10

Joining the international Open Data initiative
In the November Open Data Maturity Report 2017 the European Commission ranked Slovenia among
the so‐called trendsetters, i.e. in the highest group in terms of readiness to open public sector data
(Open Data Readiness) and development of the national open data portal (Portal Maturity).
SURS contributed importantly to the success of the Slovenian open data portal (OPSI) both with the
number of tables included in the portal (OPSI currently contains over 3,700 records and data collections,
3,200 of them linked to SURS, i.e. SI‐STAT tables) and with common development of the advanced
technical solution, with which metadata are automatically taken over and no longer manually input (so‐
called harvesting).
To increase data accessibility, in 2017 the BS joined the Slovenian open data portal as a part of the wider
international Open Data initiative. Time series of BS data were published on the portal.

9

Health in the Municipality website: http://obcine.nijz.si

10

Conslusions of the event are published on SURS's website:
http://www.stat.si/StatWeb/sl/SitefinityContentType/ShowEvent/a2088243‐1fc6‐6ee6‐b81a‐ff0000af5e57
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1.2 Preserving the confidence of all stakeholders and
increasing the recognition of national statistics
Following the principles of the European Statistics Code of Practice
In implementing their activities SURS and other authorised producers of national statistics in Slovenia
take care of the compliance with the European Statistics Code of Practice11; the principles of the CoP are
basic starting points for the operation in the system. Based on the report on the compliance of the
Slovene statistical system with CoP principles, which was prepared by peer reviewers on the basis of
documents and the visit to Slovenia in 2014, SURS follows the action plan for improvements; CoP
principles are also taken into account in introducing other new developments.
In November 2017 the ESSC confirmed the third version of the CoP. The Quality Declaration of the
European Statistical System became part of the CoP introduction, a new principle on the coordination
and cooperation (so‐called 1 bis) was added, and some other CoP indicators were slightly modified.
Eurostat is preparing a new brochure on CoP, which will be intended for informing the public about
changes.

Activities of the Methodological Council
SURS’s Methodological Council12 met twice in 2017 discussing two proposals for introducing new
statistical surveys and two revisions of existing statistical surveys. The proposed new statistical surveys
concern passenger mobility in Slovenia and a new short‐term indicator that will measure service
activities at constant prices, including trade. The revisions of statistical surveys concern consumer prices
and public sewage system; in both surveys SURS proposed the introduction of a new data source.
Members of the Methodological Council supported the proposed changes, since the use of
administrative data sources contributes to greater quality of data and reduces the reporting burden. As
regards the introduction of new surveys, Council members proposed to SURS to think about the
method of sample selection, data weighting, including additional questions in the fieldwork
questionnaire, adjusting the advance letter for persons selected into the WEB sample and rethinking
about the possibility of backup methods in case of low response rates in CAPI and WEB data collection
modes.

Development of information security
The development of the information security of SURS’s data continued in 2017 with the comprehensive
upgrade of the information security management system. Changes do not differ from objectives and
principles of the existing regulation; they were introduced to improve the information security at SURS,
so that it is in line with the common ESS information security framework.
The upgrade included changes in organising the information security management system. The
Information Security Management System Committee (OSUVI), which was in charge of information
security at SURS until the upgrade, was substituted by the Information Security Officer responsible for a
comprehensive approach to information security and the security forum, which is a consultative body of
the Information Security Officer.
SURS’s information security policy was largely upgraded and contains three new rules, nine changed
rules and three changed instructions.
To assess the success and efficiency of the information security system and as an important building
block in constant improvement of information security, a system of internal information security
11

http://www.stat.si/statweb/FundamentalPrinciples/CodeOfPract

12

http://www.stat.si/statweb/NationalStatistics/MethCouncil
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reviews was set up that will be conducted at least once a year. In 2017 a program of information security
reviews for 2018 was adopted, which in addition to selected internal areas also includes a review of
external providers taking care of managing SURS’s information system.

Upgrading of data warehouses for more efficient provision of the quality of
statistical data
Because in certain statistical areas the extent of statistical data is very large, to provide the quality of
data and to facilitate checking of their correctness, based on MS Analysis Services SURS upgraded the
data warehouse for Foreign Economic Relations.

New input CRP database and the system for translating to the statistical identifier
Within the UROP project, upgraded procedures were prepared and based on them a new IT solution for
replacing personal identifiers with a new statistical identifier.
A new input CRP database was set up, in which personal identifiers are translated into the new
statistical identifier in line with the standardised procedure.
With UROP project solutions in input statistical processes the basis was set up for optimising the
replacement of personal identifiers with statistical ones and the basis for optimising procedures in
further statistical processing and thus the possibility of providing even greater data security.

1.3 Implementing the activity of national statistics
according to the cost‐benefit principle
Constant monitoring of the effectiveness of financial resources and SURS’s sources
of finance, and a review of the financing of national statistics
As SURS is a direct budgetary user, its activity is financed on the basis of the annual plan adjusted during
the annual preparation with the administrator of the state budget. Effective overview of taking over the
commitments, real time planning, priority setting and monitoring the efficiency of using financial
resources are the key tasks of managing financial stability within the given financial plan that contribute
to professional and independent implementation of national statistics. A smaller share of the revenue is
financial resources obtained from European Commission calls for actions. SURS is constantly
monitoring calls for proposals and applying on its own or in collaboration with other European statistical
offices for international projects from various fields of statistics offered by the European Commission
(Eurostat). In 2017 SURS signed 20 new grants for 34 actions and some study visits. In 2017 and 2018
SURS is cooperating in the twinning project to support the national statistical office of Macedonia in
strengthening the capacity and improve compliance of their statistical data with EU standards as a
partner in a consortium led by Italy. To this end, in 2017 SURS implemented 18 actions. In addition to
providing international comparability, applicability and quality of national statistics, international
cooperation contributes to obtaining European resources, since contracts enable partial or majority co‐
financing of projects.
By the end of 2017 SURS spent EUR 10,979,075, which was 10.8% less than in 2016, but compared to
2016 the amount must be increased by the transfer of EUR 1,777,487 to the MJU from two government
projects, i.e. Restructuring of IT Services in the State Administration, and Real Estate Centralisation. To
this end, SURS moved six of its employees to the MJU. The total amount was thus EUR 12,756,562 or
3.6% more than in 2016. Most of it, EUR 10,391,459, was from the state budget and EUR 587,616 or
42.9% more than in 2016 was from European funds.
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In 2017 SURS finished the transition to fully electronic financial operations and introduced e‐travel
forms and e‐purchase orders and e‐order sheets as the last e‐commerce services; this enables slightly
better analytical transparency of the efficiency of the use of resources. SURS cooperated with the NIJZ
as the authorised producer of national statistics in two Eurostat analyses on estimating the costs of
statistical production and products, and to this end (i.e. for estimating the costs of preparing statistical
data and services) continues to monitor the recording of hours worked by its employees according to
new cost units and work activities. In 2017 the BS also cooperated in adjusting the benefits and costs of
individual methodological solutions within the appropriate procedure for the new ESCB regulation on
pension fund statistics. With this procedure it will be possible to rationally estimate the reporting
burden of data providers.
The structure of the sources of financing of authorised producers of national statistics (NIJZ and BS) is
different; they are not directly involved in the procedures of preparing and harmonising annual financial
plans of the state budget. The main source of financing the NIJZ is the state budget, which it obtains
from the Ministry of Health, followed by ZZZS sources, while about 10% of NIJZ activity is financed via
various projects. The activity of national statistics at the NIJZ is organised within the Health Data
Centre, which employs 20 people. In 2017 an estimated EUR 1.16 million was spent on statistical activity,
6.4% more than a year earlier, including labour costs, material costs and other indirect costs. The BS is
financed from own sources, the most important being interest on monetary policy instruments and
portfolios and interest on own portfolio investment. In recent years the BS has given at least 75% of the
surplus of revenue over expenditure to the state budget. The statistical function of the BS is organised in
the Financial Statistics Department, which employed 38 people at the end of 2017. In 2017 direct and
indirect costs of this department amounted to EUR 4,147,591, which was slightly less than a year earlier
when they amounted to EUR 4,210,020. It has to be pointed out that the department also manages
services for other BS departments such as collecting and providing data for banking supervision,
financial stability, development and analyses, so the stated financial resources do not include only the
implementation of national statistics.
Based on the above data, the total costs of national statistics in 2017 are estimated at EUR 16,242,666,
of which the costs of individual producers of national statistics are: SURS 67.6%, BS 25.5% and NIJZ
6.9%.

Reducing the reporting burden
In its efforts to find the balance between obtaining quality data and reducing the burden of reporting
units, SURS is expanding electronic reporting of data both for enterprises as well as for individuals and
households. For monitoring actual reporting burden of business entities, a technical solution was
introduced that enables detailed analyses regarding the inclusion of business entities in statistical
surveys in terms of time and costs spent by business entities on data reporting. According to first
estimates, total time spent by enterprises on reporting data for all surveys in 2016, expressed in man‐
years, was 216. Two thirds of this was reporting for INTRASTAT (144 man‐years). To reduce the
reporting burden, between 2014 and 2016 the SIMSTAT project was implemented within the ESS so
that business entities would report only the data on exports, while data on imports would be obtained
via mutual exchange.
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Modernisation and optimisation of data collection procedures
Producers of national statistics continued to optimise and modernise data collection procedures in 2017.
The Survey Mode Effects seminar was organised for the fourth time in cooperation with SURS, the NIJZ
and FDV. The seminar is dedicated to the exchange of experience in mix mode data collection and
advice, ideas and recommendations related to challenges presented by new web modes of data
collection. This time the seminar was held in two sessions: in the first the impact and effect of combined
methods of data collection and in the second, much broader, other methodological challenges faced by
the participating institutions were discussed. Presentations by each institution in the two sessions were
followed by a discussion.
The current interinstitutional cooperation in such a form proved to be successful, so it is important to
continue to organise such seminars in the future. Such an event is a good opportunity for the institutions
of the national statistical system and the academic community to discuss the common challenges.

Metodološka in tehnična prenova zbiranja podatkov na NIJZ
In 2014 the NIJZ started two projects of modernising regular data collection: revision of data collection
on outpatient treatment (e‐SZBO), including data on preventive and curative visits at primary and
secondary levels, and revision of data collection on health care providers. In 2015 it finished the revision
of the methodology and prepared a technical solution for collecting data at the e‐SZBO, which was
financed by e‐Health. The key factors of the revision were rationalisation (reporting in one place for
several data collections) and standardisation (harmonisation of definitions and classifications among
various data collections). Unfortunately, due to the simultaneous introduction of the e‐Health solution
at health care providers, the NIJZ was not able to implement the pilot testing of and preparation for the
national introduction of the new system at providers. The e‐SZBO will enable improved reporting on
morbidity and using the health system at primary and secondary levels.
The Register of Health Care Providers and Healthcare Workers, which is the key source of data on the
health system for national needs and for international reporting, was fully upgraded. The register was
introduced as an application in the second half of 2016; in 2017 the data collection point continued to be
changed and printed questionnaires for health care providers were being abolished.

Introduction of selective data editing
By introducing selective data editing into the statistical process, SURS is developing IT services for data
takeover, review and editing. SURS will set up the methodological and technical framework for
implementing selecting data editing procedures which will significantly reduce the costs in business
surveys. The introduction of selective editing procedures will be an important step in the process of
optimising and modernising statistical processes.

New IT s0lution within the Modernisation of Price Statistics project
Within the continued work on the modernisation of price statistics a new objective was achieved,
namely change of the methodology and introduction of the IT solution by using traders’ databases. A
new IT solution was developed that enables central data management and supports the implementation
of the processes of storing data in a database, classification, linking and deleting of data.

Optimisation of the internal organisational structure and human resource management
Highly trained, well organised and motivated employees are the backbone of the organisational
structure to achieve the basic objectives of national statistics. On 31 December 2017 SURS had 319
employees, 299 of them in permanent employment. Eighteen employees left SURS, 6 of them retired.
With active participation in international projects, in 2017 SURS obtained financial resources for

18

National Statistics in 2017

employing 11 temporary staff (for the duration of projects). At the end of the year 17 staff were
employed on the projects.
To optimise work, in 2017 one section was abolished. Be reducing the number of internal organisational
units an environment is being created that facilitates the management of changes and implementation
of tasks.
To improve the quality, organisation and cost efficiency, SURS is constantly adjusting the business
process to professional, technological and communication developments. Therefore, it is necessary that
all employees upgrade existing knowledge with new knowledge more appropriate for new forms of
work. Employees were receiving relevant knowledge for implementing the statistical activity by
attending seminars and workshops, and within in‐house training.
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Training in Slovenia – mostly courses on leadership, computer and IT courses, courses on managing
legal, financial and human personnel issues, language courses, courses on graphic design,
communication, public administration and different legislation – was attended by 66 employees and
training abroad – mostly courses within the European Statistical Training Programme (which were
attended by 23 employees), workshops, seminars, conferences, training at Eurostat and at national
statistical offices – by 92 employees.
In 2017, SURS conducted 63 in‐house courses with 1,361 participants from SURS and authorised
producers of national statistics in the duration of 3,873 hours. The content of courses covers various
parts of the statistical process, methodology, and computer and communication skills. Most
participants attended courses on methodology and processes.
Taking care of developing highly skilled staff, SURS has signed agreements on cooperation with various
higher education institutions, such as the University of Ljubljana’s Faculty of Economics, Faculty of
Social Sciences, Academy of Fine Arts and Design, and Faculty of Computer and Information Science,
and University of Maribor’s Faculty of Organisational Sciences. Faculty professors and students
contribute to improving the work processes and products at SURS with various forms of cooperation. In
2017 one student and two upper secondary school pupils completed their practical training at SURS.
SURS’s experts presented to students of statistics, geography and landscape architecture at the
University of Ljubljana’s Faculty of Social Sciences, Faculty of Arts and Biotechnical Faculty various
statistical contents: statistical process, modelling, spatial statistics, level of living statistics, and products
and services offered by SURS. Three former students of the Faculty of Social Sciences, with whom SURS
cooperated in the past, were employed by SURS in 2017.
Within internal professional conferences known as The Pulse of
Statistics, in 2017 SURS again prepared two events at which its
employees were informed about new developments and obtained
knew knowledge and information. In this way good practices are
spread, new ideas are encouraged and colleagues learn about other
colleagues’ experiences. The event, which makes SURS’s staff feel
connected professionally and raises the quality of interpersonal relations, is very popular among the
employees as it always has an interesting agenda. The spring Pulse (seventh in a row) focused on the
valuation of agricultural land, the brochure on automobile industry (Our Little Car: Car Industry), big
data, and the new and improved website, while the autumn Pulse (eighth in a row) presented the
Medium‐Term Programme of Statistical Surveys 2018–2022, the transition to using administrative data
sources in statistics on formal education, quality guidelines, and the brochure on tourism (It is Nice
Everywhere … Tourists and Tourism in Figures).
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2 Achievements of national statistics in 2017 by
subject‐matter areas
This chapter presents achievements of national statistics in 2016 by individual subject‐matter areas. It
follows the structure determined in the Medium‐Term Programme of Statistical Surveys 2013–2017.

2.1 Indicators
Globalisation indicators
As regards monitoring globalisation indicators, in 2017 SURS focused on the operation of foreign
enterprises, including multinational companies. In this context, at the level of the European Statistical
System the so‐called Early Warning System (EWS) was set up via which EU Member States will be able
to exchange information on the restructuring of large multinational companies. These companies are
part of the EuroGroups Register (EGR), where work continued on determining quality indicators and
designing applications. By improving the EGR the national statistical register of enterprise groups also
improved.
The data show that exports and imports of goods of all types of enterprises are, irrespective
of the country of control, prevailingly oriented to and from the EU market. The data also
show a positive relationship between regional orientation of exports and imports of goods
and regional origin of the foreign affiliates.13

SURS published for the first time the set of indicators for monitoring and measuring
progress in achieving sustainable development goals for Slovenia
In 2017 SURS prepared a set of sustainable development indicators for Slovenia and published them at
the end of 2017 on a new page of its website. The indicators are a part of the set prepared by Eurostat
for monitoring and measuring progress in achieving objectives at the EU level. Indicators that are
important and relevant for Slovenia were selected.
Sustainable development indicators:14
In 2016 the at‐risk‐of‐poverty rate in Slovenia was 13.9%. This means that about
280,000 people were living below the at‐risk‐of‐poverty threshold.
In 2016, 64% of people perceived their health in general as very good or good, 26% as
fair and 10% as bad or very bad.
In the first quarter of 2017, 26.9% of seats in the national parliament were held by
women.
In 2016 the share of inland bathing water with excellent quality was 53.8% and the share
of marine bathing water with excellent quality 100%.
In 2016 Slovenian GDP per capita was 17% lower than the EU‐28 average.
In 2014 the urban population of Slovenia was on average exposed to 22.5 micrograms of
particulate matter PM10 per cubic metre.

13

http://www.stat.si/StatWeb/en/News/Index/7104

14

http://www.stat.si/StatWeb/News/Index/7145,http://www.stat.si/Pages/cilji/
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In 2017 SURS updated the green growth indicators monitoring the effective stimulation of economic
growth and development by preserving natural wealth.
Green growth indicators15
Compared to 2014, in 2015 the emission, energy, material and water productivity increased.
The largest increase was recorded in energy productivity (by 5%). Material and water
productivity went up by 2% each and emission productivity by slightly more than 1%.
In the same comparison the amount of available freshwater resources in Slovenia was, due
to very small discharges of rivers, 46% lower at 12,144 m3/person (in 2014 it was 22,731
m3/person).

Health indicators
Health and health care indicators are a large set of indicators developed by expert groups within various
EU projects. Work at the European level continued in 2017; the NIJZ was intensively cooperating in new
working groups preparing additional sets and more precise definitions of indicators. Work was
transferred to the Joint Action Health Information (JA InfAct), where activities will continue in 2018. In
InfAct the cooperating institution from Slovenia is the NIJZ.
In 2017 the NIJZ continued to prepare the publication “Health Inequalities in Slovenia”, which will show
key health indicators by level of education or other socioeconomic categories. The publication will be
released in February 2018.

Healthy municipality for a healthy Slovenia
In April 2017 the NIJZ presented the second edition of the successful publication “Health in the
Municipality” presenting people’s health at the level of Slovene municipalities. The central output of the
Health in the Municipality project is a four‐page publication for each municipality in Slovenia, meaning
that 211 publications were prepared. The main purpose of the project is presenting the health problems
of various population groups, various public health challenges (non‐medical determinants of health ,
cancer, cardiovascular diseases) and positioning of individual municipalities into a larger socioeconomic
picture. In 2017 the NIJZ started to upgrade the Health in the Municipality project with additional
indicators on the health care system at the level of statistical regions.
Information and indicators of the “Health in the Municipality” are published on the website
http://obcine.nijz.si/Default.aspx?leto=2018&lang=ang.
To facilitate the use of the “Health in the Municipality” application, the NIJZ prepared two videos on
what the application offers and how it can be used the best and easiest. The videos are available on the
NIJZ YouTube channel.

As regards Slovene municipalities, the age‐specific standardised mortality was between 6
and 20 per 1,000 population, between 45% and 82% of women responded to the Zora
program of screening for cervical cancer and between 41% and 73% of men and women in
the target population responded to the Svit program of screening for colorectal cancer.
New cancer cases in municipalities appeared in the range between 1.7 and 8.3 per 1,000
population.

15

http://www.stat.si/StatWeb/en/News/Index/6641
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2.2 Systems of accounts
2.2.1 Economic and social development
Implementation of regular surveys in national accounts
SURS published revised data on gross domestic product (GDP) and other national accounts aggregates
for the 2012–2015 period and the first annual estimate for 2016. The annual GDP estimate at current
prices for 2016 was 1.6 percentage points (EUR 649 million) higher than the estimate calculated from
quarterly data, while the estimate of real GDP growth was 0.6 of a percentage point higher.
The impact of the regular revision for the 2012–2015 period on real GDP growth rates was minimal, GDP
growth rates for 2012, 2013 and 2015 remained unchanged, while the estimate for 2014 was 0.1 of a
percentage point lower. In GDP revision in 2012–2015 at current prices due to new data of the 2015
register‐based population census a larger revision was implemented in the assessment of owner‐
occupied housing activity (imputed rent). In all these years the values of imputed rent were higher than
the previously published data.
Due to the use of a new source of data on income from work for Slovene residents working abroad, for
the entire 1999–2015 period data on compensation of employees, income taxes and households’ social
contributions were revised. SURS thus improved the quality of data and reduced asymmetries with
neighbouring countries. The impact of the revision on gross national income was the largest in 2012 (a
0.7% decline) because compensation of employees received by households from abroad was lower than
before the revision. The revision was smaller in the first few years, while after 2012 its impact was
neutralised by other revisions having impact in the opposite direction.
In line with the data transmission programme according to the European System of Accounts (ESA)
2010, after the annual release of GDP data other national accounts data were released: government
accounts, annual and quarterly non‐financial sector accounts, supply and use tables, input‐output
tables, government expenditure by function (COFOG), non‐financial assets and regional accounts.

New developments in national accounts statistics
SURS published the estimate of the value of pension entitlements. This is a new indicator that was
introduced by the 2010 European System of National and Regional Accounts in the EU and will be
published every three years. Accrued‐to‐date pension entitlements include the present value of future
pension expenditure for currently employed and already retired.
As regards the development of new indicators for monitoring the ageing society, for the first
time the value of pension entitlements; actual and contingent pension entitlements at the
end of 2015 represent 321% of GDP, while most entitlements are contingent and they do not
exist as funds.
As regards non‐financial assets and gross fixed capital formation by types of assets, an important
achievement was the shortening of data reporting deadlines to one year. Doing this SURS met the
needs of its users. In 2017 the data for 2015 and 2016 were published.

Modernisation of Price Statistics project successfully completed
The Modernisation of Price Statistics project was successfully completed in 2017. The third objective of
the project was achieved, namely SURS set up the basis for comprehensive use of retailers’ databases.
After obtaining data from all largest retailers, based on the new methodology test calculations of
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indices for 2017 were prepared, while in 2018 consumer price indices and harmonised indices of
consumer prices based on the new methodology will become part of the regular production.
For 2017 the difference between the test and the published monthly consumer price index was
on average the same. The variability of monthly indices according to the new methodology at
the lowest levels of ECOICOP is slightly larger that according to the old methodology,
particularly in groups in which goods are frequently discounted, which reflects the actual
situation better. In the experience of other countries, too, the larger variability of indices at the
transition to another data source and thus a larger amount of data is expected and reflects the
actual market situation.

Other developments in price statistics
In 2017 SURS started to calculate and publish data on consumer price indices in line with the ECOICOP
classification (European Classification of Individual Consumption by Purpose). In the SI‐STAT Database
SURS published the entire time series calculated in line with the new classification from 2000 on. As
regards residential housing price indices, SURS successfully implemented the transition to the new base
year 2015 and published calculations for previous years in the SI‐STAT Database. For the first time it
published price indices of owner‐occupied housing at the quarterly level with a time series from 2010 on.
As regards producer price indices, SURS successfully set up e‐reporting for all monthly indices, so that
data for all producer price indices are reported electronically.

Financial accounts statistics
In 2017, too, the BS compiled annual and quarterly financial accounts for Slovenia, mostly based on
quarterly reports of institutional business entities (non‐financial corporations, financial corporations and
government units) for the needs of financial accounts statistics collected for the BS by AJPES.
In addition to regular reports for the ECB and Eurostat, in line with Regulation 549/2013 of the European
Parliament and of the Council in 2017 annual financial accounts data for 1995‐2001, for which Slovenia
had a derogation until 2017, were compiled and transmitted to Eurostat.
At the national level the BS also cooperates in solving methodological issues in the area of financial
accounts of the government sector and contributes for the EDP report the data on state aid to financial
institutions

External statistics
In addition to regular tasks regarding external statistics, in 2017 the Instructions for Implementing the
Decision on the Obligation to Report on Cross‐Border Transactions was revised. In this way the BS
slightly reduced the reporting burden, since three reports were combined into one and the reporting
threshold was introduced in the report on direct investment for 2018. At the same time the reporting
application was upgraded; in August 2017 two modules of reports (KRD and BST) started to be reported
via the new web application, which will be followed by the last module (SN) in 2018.
In June 2017 data of the balance of payments and international investment position from 2012 to 2016
were revised. The changes mostly lowered the current account surplus, the most in 2016, when it was
reduced from EUR 2.7 billion to EUR 2.1 billion or from 6.8% of GDP to 5.3% of GDP. At the same time in
all years net errors and omissions were lowered, the most in 2016, from EUR ‐1.4 billion to EUR ‐0.7
billion. The most extensive were changes connected with government securities in USD and related
financial derivatives for insuring foreign‐exchange risks. This was followed by changes in income from
work needed due to increasing asymmetries (particularly with Austria). These data are taken over by the
BS from SURS, which made a transition to a better data source (the Labour Force Survey was replaced
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by the administrative source and bilateral data). A detailed explanation of the balance of payments
revision was published in July 2017 in the BS publication Economic and Financial Developments.

Financial intermediaries statistics
In 2017 the BS successfully implemented all tasks related to monetary and financial statistics at monthly,
quarterly and annual levels on the basis of requirements of international users and its own needs. This covers
the data from the balance sheet and interest rates of monetary financial institutions as well as non‐monetary
financial intermediaries, securities, payment systems and structural data of the banking system.
For December balance sheet statistics reporting the ECB introduced additional breakdowns of the item
Capital and reserves and a new item Holdings of own securities, broken down into debt securities,
shares and money market funds.
In May 2017 the Governing Board of the Bank of Slovenia decided that collection of detailed ESCB
AnaCredit data will take place in the multi‐purpose system PORFI. Because many data are already
collected in this report, the single collection will save additional costs of this part of development and
harmonisation for banks and the BS since already collected data will be used for a new purpose. In the
second half of 2017 a draft of changes and new requirements of the instructions on reporting by monetary
financial institutions was prepared and sent in October to the reporting population for remarks.
The register/code list of foreign business entities was set up by the BS at the end of 2015. In 2017
instructions for banks regarding the entry of proper AnaCredit indicators were prepared because data
from the register will be used for reporting reference data on non‐resident counterparties in this project.
In 2017 duplicates in the register were cleaned, the quality of entered data was verified, and the data
were used in the exercise for identifying AnaCredit of counterparties.
In 2017 a new item (net worth) was included in covering data from pension funds for ECB reporting,
particularly on pension schemes with defined benefits.
In 2017 in the ESCB RIAD system (Register of Institutions and Affiliates Database) the quality of entered data
was verified and data for the needs of data migration to the new program version were cleaned. Also
prepared was the migration plan for transferring data from the current version to the RIAD SDD (single data
dictionary) environment. In the second half of 2017 this was followed by the exercise of identifying AnaCredit
counterparties (domestic and foreign business entities) in the test RIAD environment.
After two acquired companies were eliminated from the statistical sample for reporting by leasing
companies, at the end of 2017 the sample included 29 companies performing leasing activities. Via
leasing activities and annual reports by companies, new potential reporters were identified in 2017 and
informed about being included in the sample. In 2018 the sample will include three new companies.
In payments statistics, in addition to work on data quality a proposal was prepared of new tables for the
bulletin to be published for the first time in 2018.

2.2.2 Environmental sustainability
Regular reporting of all six environmental‐economic accounts: development work
continues
In line with European Commission regulation on environmental‐economic accounts (EC 538/2014), in 2017
SURS transmitted to Eurostat for the first time environmental goods and services sector accounts, physical
energy flow accounts, and environmental protection expenditure accounts. Within regular reporting that has
been taking place since 2013 SURS also transmitted air emission accounts, material flow accounts and
environmentally related taxes.
Despite regular reporting, development work on accounts continues. Within material flow accounts a new
table with data on the output of production processes was developed in 2017 showing the impact of
production processes on the environment. For preparing physical energy flow accounts software tools PEFA
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builder and NACE breakdown are used, which were slightly supplemented and upgraded in 2017. With
upgraded tools SURS prepared data for 2015 and revised data for 2014. In calculating air emissions, data for
the 2008–2014 period were revised. In environmental protection expenditure accounts, SURS supplemented
the data on environmental subsidies and similar transfers for the government sector.
In 2017 SURS reviewed the current Eurostat methodology for water accounts and prepared drafts of two
basic physical tables presenting the transfer of water from the environment to the users and from the
users back to the environment. At the World Climate Change Day (15 May) SURS prepared a special
release summarising key data and trends on greenhouse gas emissions and average air temperatures in
the past 50 years in Slovenia.
In 2016 the domestic extraction decreased by 6.4% compared to 2015.16
In 2016 the environmental goods and services sector employed 24,143 full‐time
equivalents and generated EUR 1.52 billion of total output in 2015.17
Total environmental protection expenditure in 2015 was 6.2% higher than in 2014.18

Preparation and publication of new tables in forestry accounts
In the field of forestry accounts, in 2017 SURS finished and published first results of the pilot project
conducted in cooperation with other institutions (Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Food, Forestry
Institute, Slovenian Forest Service). Based on newly identified administrative data sources for the first
time data on the amount and value of forests, woodland and other areas with trees, the amount and value
of growing stock in forests, woodland and other areas with trees, the value of forestry, the value of
forestry by types of production, the value of input and output of unprocessed timber products and
availability of unprocessed timber products for the 2012–2015 period were prepared and published.
Based on the data on forestry statistics, in 2017 SURS prepared special releases at the International Day of
Forests and the European Forest Week, which in an interesting way pointed out the large energy potential of
forest resources for sustainable exploitation of wood and highlighted the special features of Slovene forests
and European and global aspects of the importance of forests and trees in mitigating climate change.

In 2016 the share of gross value added of forestry in gross domestic product increased by
0.1 of a percentage point to 0.7% of GDP. Factor income per employee increased by 41%
compared with the previous year and amounted to around EUR 44,270 per employee. The
value of forestry production was higher due to much higher production of forestry goods
(by 85%) and higher production of forestry services (by 15%). Worse weather conditions
and the extensive sanitation of damaged forests due to the multiplication of bark beetles
(which continued after 2015) had an impact on more intensive provision of forestry
services. In the structure of forestry goods value in 2016 the highest shares accounted for
the value of wood increment (standing timber) in forests available for wood supply (48%)
and sawlogs (38%).19

16

http://www.stat.si/StatWeb/en/News/Index/7150

17

http://www.stat.si/StatWeb/en/News/Index/7086
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http://www.stat.si/StatWeb/en/News/Index/7026

19

http://www.stat.si/StatWeb/en/News/Index/6996
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Improving the quality of economic accounts for agriculture and interinstitutional
cooperation
In 2017 economic accounts for agriculture (EAA) and the first and second estimates of real income from
agriculture were prepared and published according to plan. SURS started to prepare the project of
technical modernisation of implementing economic accounts for agriculture in order to increase the
transparency of surveying.
In 2016 Eurostat started with activities recommended by the European Court of Auditors which should
in the future help improve the quality of data at the European level. In 2017 SURS prepared and
transmitted to Eurostat a detailed methodological overview of sources and calculations included in EAA
for the part referring to labour as an important factor in calculating income indicators in agriculture.
SURS cooperated with Eurostat in testing the newly prepared template for quality reports. Results of
testing will be presented in early 2018. Eurostat will study answers from the questionnaire – which
referred to the preparation and use of the first and second estimates of real income from agriculture –
and present findings to countries in February 2018. Eurostat is also studying the possibilities of
upgrading EAA with additional modules. One of the modules for which a study was conducted is the
possibility of valuing the economic value of public goods in agriculture, for which SURS transmitted
some information. In March 2017 the International Conference on Official Statistics ICOS2017 was held
in Sarajevo entitled Opportunities and Future Directions. SURS prepared and presented a paper on
economic accounts as a tool of agricultural policy.
SURS cooperated in the Monitoring Committee of the Rural Development Program of the Republic of
Slovenia 2014–2020, in which it confirmed progress reports by individual years. SURS cooperated with
the MKGP also within the Farm Accountancy Data Network. (FADN).

Compared to 2016, in 2017 a 15% decrease in the real factor income in agriculture – which equals
the net value added less other taxes on production plus other subsidies on production – is
expected. Lower factor income is expected to be influenced by lower production value and by the
assumption that the subsidies value will stay at the previous year level. The factor income per
annual work unit is expected to decrease by 13%, the reason being slightly lower employment.20

Provision of data on the self‐sufficiency rate
In preparing balance sheets of production and consumption of agricultural products SURS cooperates
closely with the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Food and with the Agricultural Institute of
Slovenia. In 2017 SURS prepared and published provisional and final balance sheets for cereals, meat,
eggs, potato, vegetables, sugar, rice and fruit and the wine balance for the market year. Based on the
balances the self‐sufficiency rates were calculated.
Especially low rates of self‐sufficiency were shown by supply balance sheets for vegetables, fresh
fruits and potato in 2016; for vegetables it was 42%, for fresh fruits 44% and for potato 55%.
Domestic production of cereals amounted to almost 640,000 tons, and domestic consumption
amounted to around 860,000 tons; therefore, the self‐sufficiency rate reached 74%.
Production of fresh fruits amounted to 91,000 tons and domestic consumption almost 210,000
tons. A Slovene citizen consumed the most cereals (122 kg), but also 113 kg of vegetables and
72 kg of fresh fruit.21
20

http://www.stat.si/StatWeb/en/News/Index/7111
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2.3 Basic statistics
2.3.1 Business
With first reading of the proposal of a new umbrella regulation at the Council of the European Union, in
September 2017 the extensive long‐term work on modernising and preparing a new legislative
framework for business statistics was given to the legislative procedure. The procedure is planned to be
finished by the end of 2020.

Short‐term business statistics
Within short‐term business statistics, due to the preparation of new legislation and implementing
methodological requirements, SURS was very active in task forces at the EU level. The emphasis was
primarily on harmonising some definitions, definition of new indicators, solving methodological
dilemmas regarding the market concept, collecting data on subcontractors and some other issues.

In December 2016 retail trade was 17.3% higher than the average monthly result in 2016
and 3.7% higher than in December 2015.22

As regards industry statistics, an international project was implemented in 2017 covering the overhaul
of the annual survey on industrial production. Work on the project touched on three survey areas: data
collection, answering user needs for these data (the possibility of reducing the protection of published
data was studied) and reporting burden (the possibility of using various administrative sources for
reducing the reporting burden was studied). For reference year 2017 SURS made a transition to
electronic collection of annual data on industrial production, by reducing data protection by about 10
percentage points more information will be available for users and in the next selection of units for the
survey additional parameters will be considered reducing the reporting burden of the smallest units.
In February 2017 SURS issued a publication Our Little Car: Car Industry23,
which, in addition to data on the car industry, brings data on transport, prices,
external trade, trade, national accounts and environment statistics, and thus
shows the life‐cycle of a car from manufacturing to the status of end‐of‐life
car and its processing.
As regards trade and services statistics, within the new international project
work continued on setting up the service production index and including new
services (i.e. real estate activities, rental and leasing activities, and services to
buildings and landscape activities) into existing calculations of short‐term indicators. Data for new
activities will be available from 2015 on. New time series were prepared for trade total and separated for
legal and accounting services and for management consultancy services from 2000 on as well as the
calculation of volume indices for retail trade from 2010 on.
A special release entitled December Shopping Spree24 was published at the end of 2017, which in
addition to detailed presentation of December sales in Slovenia contained data on import of products
suitable for presents, and holiday items, expenditure in restaurants and similar establishments, visiting
city centres during holidays, and payment of Christmas bonuses.

22

http://www.stat.si/StatWeb/en/News/Index/7100
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http://www.stat.si/StatWeb/File/DocSysFile/9436
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http://www.stat.si/StatWeb/en/News/Index/7100
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As regards business tendencies and consumer opinion, for presentation at the workshop on consumer
opinion and business tendencies, which was organised by the OECD and the European Commission, the
impact of political and other important events on measuring consumer opinion in Slovenia was
analysed. It was established that elections have a short‐term positive impact on the consumer
confidence indicator. Larger protests against political corruption at the end of 2012 and in early 2013
also had a positive impact. During the migrant crisis at the end of 2015 and in early 2016 the opinion
worsened. These events, however, only have an impact on consumer opinion and not on their actual
consumption.

At the end of 2017 the consumer confidence indicator was at the highest level in the entire
observation period, which began in 1996. For the first time the value of the indicator was
positive, which means that there were more optimistic than pessimistic consumers in
Slovenia.25

Structural business statistics
At the publication of provisional data on structural business statistics in 2017, SURS took into account
additional administrative sources (corporate income tax). Due to earlier availability of some
administrative data, structural business statistics data were published already at the end of June, four
months earlier than in the past. Basic data on the performance of enterprises were published broken
down by the Standard Classification of Activities and enterprise size. As regards business services, SURS
reduced the reporting burden of small enterprises, since in 2017 only enterprises with more than 20
employees or more were included in the survey.
Among all observed enterprises, 95% were micro enterprises with fewer than 10
persons employed. In 2016 micro enterprises generated EUR 19.1 billion of turnover,
which is 22% of total turnover (the same as in 2015)26

Statistical Business Register
At the level of the European Statistical System there is a special project (so‐called ESS.VIP ESBR), the
objective of which is to improve the efficiency of the European system of interoperable statistical
business registers. The planned development of business architecture and interoperable environment
(which will include both national statistical business registers and the EGR) will enable statistical
business registers to become the backbone in preparing business statistics and thus enable the
improvement of the consistency of business statistics.

V letu 2016 je v Sloveniji poslovalo 196.072 podjetij. Zaposlovala so 858.203 oseb in
27
ustvarila 98.574 milijonov EUR prihodka.

International trade in goods
As regards international trade in goods, the project of modernising Intrastat (trade in goods between EU
Member States) is in progress, the objectives being to reduce the reporting burden, to enable the
25
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flexibility of data sources and methods of data collection, to prepare international trade in goods
statistics for challenges brought by globalisation and preserve the quality of data. Work on this project
will cover five years and is organised in the form of work packages. Work packages cover the
development phase and combine key elements that require common measures. Work packages related
to implementation cover national implementation of objectives. Two horizontal projects are intended
for harmonised project communication and evaluation. In 2017 work was done on all work packages.
The emphasis was on preparing legislation, determining the bases for microdata exchange (including
confidentiality rules and security of the exchanged data) and reducing the administrative burden.
As regards international trade in goods, SURS prepared a methodological report on collecting the
variable on the origin of goods, which was prepared within the grant in this area. Within the grant
adjustments were also prepared, e.g. introduction of the code list of the Classification of Products by
Activity – CPA.

Slovenia’s trade in goods continued to grow in 2017. Exports in 2017 were 13.1% higher than
exports in 2016 (EUR 28.2 billion), while imports were 14.2% higher (EUR 27.5 billion).28

Bank of Slovenia’s Survey on the Access to Finance of Enterprises
In 2017 the Bank of Slovenia again conducted the Survey on the Access to Finance of Enterprises. To
reduce the reporting burden, the survey was conducted for the second time in cooperation with the SID
Bank. The survey provides to the BS an insight into the availability of external financing for enterprises.
Survey results for 2016 were published on the BS website, as a paper in the BS publication Economic
and Financial Developments and as a paper in the Banking Newsletter.

Research, development and innovation
Together with the implementation of the regular survey on research and development (R&D) in
Slovenia, within the survey modernisation in 2017 we prepared everything necessary for the transition
to electronic data collection in 2018. In 2017 SURS collected, processed and published data for 2016.
Compared to 2015, funds for R&D declined. In absolute amount the decline in gross domestic
expenditure on R&D was the greatest in the business enterprise sector. SURS also published the data on
government budget appropriations for R&D, where the structure by sectors shows that 91% of funds for
R&D were allocated to the government sector and the higher education sector.

In 2016, EUR 809.2 million was spent in Slovenia on R&D, which is 2.0% of GDP. After
several years of decline, government budget allocations for R&D slightly increased to EUR
162.8 million.29

28
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http://www.stat.si/StatWeb/en/News/Index/7227
http://www.stat.si/StatWeb/en/News/Index/7059 and http://www.stat.si/StatWeb/en/News/Index/6977

30

National Statistics in 2017

In the survey on innovation activity in industry and selected services, in the second half of 2017 SURS
made a transition to electronic data collection; the survey reference period is 2014–2016. The
questionnaire is based on the internationally harmonised CIS 2014–2016 questionnaire. Data are
expected to be published in April 2018. At the same time SURS is cooperating in preparing the CIS
2016–2018 questionnaire. Cognitive testing of questions was implemented in autumn 2017.
Within R&D and innovation statistics, in 2017 SURS applied for a grant entitled Statistics on Research &
Development and Innovation in 2018 (CIS 2018) to improve the efficiency of the statistical process and
provide data on enterprises in key areas. Tasks within the grant refer to the implementation of the CIS
2018 survey. Within the survey on innovation activity, which will be conducted in 2019, some new
contents (modules) will be added and the link and analysis of data on innovation activities with
structural business statistics. The project will take two and a half years.

Setting up electronic reporting on tourist arrivals and overnight stays
In 2017 SURS continued to actively cooperate in the working groups (together with the Ministry of the
Interior – Police, the Ministry of Economic Development and Technology and AJPES) on setting up the
register of tourist accommodation establishments and the single electronic reporting on tourist arrivals
and overnight stays via the eTurizem application. The register and the application were launched on 1
December 2017. To inform the providers of accommodation activities about new developments in
registration of their establishments and the new system of electronic reporting of data on guests and
their new monthly reporting on sold capacities, SURS, AJPES and the MNZ – Police conducted 31
consultations around Slovenia, which were attended by about 1,700 people.

In 2017, record‐breaking 4.7 million tourist arrivals and almost 12 million overnight stays
were recorded in tourist accommodations in Slovenia. Foreign tourists generated
3.4 million arrivals and 8 million overnight stays, and domestic tourists 1.3 million arrivals
and 3.9 million overnight stays.30

It is Nice Everywhere … Tourists and Tourism in Figures
The publication entitled It is Nice Everywhere … Tourists and Tourism in
Figures presents in a simple and understandable way the main characteristics
of Slovene tourism. The publication is divided into three parts. The first one
presents some basic figures about arrivals and overnight stays of domestic
and foreign tourists, data on accommodation establishments in Slovenia and
some main characteristics of foreign tourists’ travels. The questions where,
when, for how long, how and why we go on tourist trips as well as how much
money we spend are answered by the second part of the publication. In the
last part tourism is described from the point of view of the national economy.31
t the 2017 World Tourism Day, the slogan of which was Sustainable Tourism – a Tool for Development,
SURS issued a special release32.
In April 2017 SURS published results of the survey on foreign travellers leaving Slovenia at road border
crossings with Croatia.33
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http://www.stat.si/StatWeb/en/News/Index/7215

http://www.stat.si/dokument/9626/It_is_%20nice_everywhere.pdf
32
http://www.stat.si/StatWeb/en/News/Index/6919
33
http://www.stat.si/StatWeb/en/News/Index/6607
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Residents of Slovenia went on about 4.6 million tourism trips in 2016, of which around 89%
were private trips and 11% were business trips. The destination of most of the private
(60%) and business (81%) trips was outside Slovenia. The destination country of two thirds
of private trips abroad was Croatia, while the principal country of business trips was
Germany (15% of all business trips abroad).

Statistics on the usage of information and communication technology (ICT)
In the annual survey on ICT usage in households and by individuals, in 2017 the emphasis was on
indicators of internet purchasing and in the survey on ICT usage in enterprises on sales via digital
platforms (e‐markets) and on problems with web sale to other EU Member States.
SURS continued its activities in the Eurostat project on developing and testing ICT questions, where
indicators were designed and tested on big data and e‐trade analysis, purpose of using mobile internet
and indicators for monitoring the development of the sharing economy.
In 2017 SURS conducted a pilot project on the possibility of web
surveying in the survey on ICT usage in households and by
individuals. Among other things, web surveying enables
respondents to complete the questionnaire whenever and
wherever.
At the Safer Internet Day34 in February and at the World
Telecommunication and Information Society Day35 in May SURS
prepared special releases.
With the paper on digital transformation of enterprises36
(presenting the digital index in Slovenia) SURS participated in the
24th conference Days of Slovenian Informatics in Portorose. SURS
also presented a paper on the digital index in the EU at the 30th
eCONFERENCE37 at Bled.
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http://www.stat.si/StatWeb/en/News/Index/6478
http://www.stat.si/StatWeb/en/News/Index/6667
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http://dsi2017.dsi‐konferenca.si/upload/predstavitve/G_Zupan.pdf
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http://bledconference.org/archive/2017/
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2.3.2 People and the society
Supplementing population data
Quarterly surveys on the population stock were supplemented with data on the type of household,
primarily due to the needs of the statistical process and because population data are used for other
statistical surveys and sampling. In line with the new European regulation on statistical surveys of
individuals (being prepared), observation units in these surveys are only individuals living in private
households. Based on the classification of institutional accommodation prepared especially for this
purpose, we determined addresses of residences in which people live in so‐called institutional
households (homes for the elderly, social protection institutions, student residences, monasteries, etc.),
which are thus eliminated from the sample frame. These addresses, which are updated quarterly, are
residences of less than 2% of Slovenia’s population.

As regards Slovene municipalities, in 2016 the age‐specific standardised mortality was
between 6 and 20 per 1,000 population, between 45% and 82% of women responded to
the Zora program of screening for cervical cancer and between 41% and 73% of men and
women in the target population responded to the Svit program of screening for colorectal
cancer. New cancer cases in municipalities appeared in the range between 1.7 and 8.3 per
1,000 population.

33

National Statistics in 2017

Releases on the labour force
In addition to regular releases on the labour force survey, in 2017 SURS published in the SI‐STAT
Database quarterly data on transition between various statuses on the labour market (e.g. from
unemployment to employment, from employment to inactivity) from 2010 on.

Collection of data on job vacancies
As regards job vacancies, in 2017 SURS was cooperating in the international ESSnet Big Data project. It
optimised procedures for web scraping of unstructured data on job vacancies from enterprises’
websites. With data mining we try to detect whether these are “commercials” or actual advertising of
job vacancies. Data collected in this way will enable the production of additional rapid estimates of
demand for labour force.

Rationalisation of surveys on earnings, working time structure and labour costs
In 2017 SURS modernised and improved standard procedures of processing data for the statistical
survey “Monthly Report on Earnings by Legal Persons – 1‐ZAP/M” and started to publish data on
earnings of persons employed by legal persons that are not budget users by type of contract (collective
or individual contract). Until December 2016 these data were published by AJPES.
In 2017 SURS signed an agreement with FURS on the transmission of data from the withholding tax
return from income from employment (REK‐1 form) and individual REK for all types of income (iREK
form). Within the project financed from European funds SURS continued to study the possibility to use
these data in existing surveys on earnings; activities will continue in 2018.
In 2017 SURS conducted the Labour Costs Survey and the Working Time Structure Survey, both for
2016. To reduce the reporting burden and rationalise the costs, the surveys were conducted with a joint
questionnaire. Data were collected with the electronic questionnaire via the AJPES web portal from
June to September 2017.
For annual adjustment of remuneration (earnings) and pensions of officials in EU institutions, SURS
prepared calculations of trends in gross and net remuneration of public employees in the institutional
subsector of central government in Slovenia.
For monitoring labour market policy measures, in 2017, too, SURS prepared for the OECD data on the
tax and benefit system in Slovenia, on the basis of which various indicators38 are calculated. By
considering the OECD methodology, SURS published own calculations of some work incentive
indicators39 for 2016 (tax burden on labour costs, unemployment trap and low wage trap).

Measuring income distribution, consumption and wealth
In 2017 SURS was included in the OECD/EUROSTAT expert group on measuring income distribution,
consumption and/or wealth. The importance of such analysis was pointed out in various documents
(Stiglitz‐Sen‐Fitoussi, GDP and beyond, DGINS 2016, EU – European Semester – European pillar of
social rights). They all emphasise measuring economic well‐being, which is a multidimensional concept
and includes components that are mostly statistically monitored separately (income, consumption and
wealth) but are closely related. On a trial basis we linked data on income and real estate assets (most
important component being dwellings) and set up a database that will enable further in‐depth analyses
of these phenomena. Findings of the comparison between income and real estate assets were
presented at the UNECE expert meeting on measuring poverty and inequality held in September 2017 in
Budva, Montenegro.
38

http://www.oecd.org/els/soc/benefits‐and‐wages.htm
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Dostopnost do storitev (EU‐SILC)
Every year a special set of questions – so‐called ad‐hoc module – is added to primary variables in the EU‐
SILC survey to obtain detailed data on individual topics, which highlight people’s living conditions and
enables in‐depth analyses of social inclusion and exclusion. In 2017 SURS published extensive data from
the ad‐hoc module on access to services: childcare, formal education and training, lifelong education,
healthcare and home care.

In 2016 the costs after‐school classes and/or other types of organised childcare did not
represent a large burden for households (one in three households could afford them easily
or very easily). A fifth of households paid the costs of formal education and training easily
or very easily. More than half of households paid or contributed for healthcare services. 6%
of households needed formal care at home (healthcare and/or life assistance at home).

Testing of questions on limitations (GALI) in EU‐SILC
Within the Survey on Living Conditions (EU‐SILC), SURS collected in two ways data on the most
demanding topic regarding health, namely limitation in performing usual activities due to health
problems (GALI indicator). The analysis of responses showed that in one variable (measured with one
question according to Eurostat recommendations), which was used before, the share of people who
were limited was twice as high as in the new version of the variable (measured with three questions).
Such a large difference is the result of respondents understanding the existing version by taking into
account short‐term limitation, even though we want to only measure long‐term limitation.
Change in the form of questions would have an impact on the Healthy Life Years indicator, which is
calculated by the NIJZ and would cause a break in time series. Not to make a hasty decision, in
conducting the Survey on Living Conditions in 2018 we decided together with NIJZ experts to once
again measure the mentioned content in both ways. The final decision about changing the question will
be made after we analyse results of two consecutive years. We asked Eurostat for their opinion, since
the GALI variable is one of the basic social variables that will – after the adoption of the general
regulation on statistical surveys of individuals – be collected according to the same methodology also in
EHIS, LFS and TUS surveys.

From kindergarten to tertiary education
The set of data on education is very large. Most of them come from administrative sources. In 2017 we
started to take them over from the administrative sources ISPAP and SRDAP also for the survey on
persons employed in formal education. The reporting burden and SURS’s costs were reduced.

In 2017 Slovenia achieved two key objectives of the Europe 2020 Strategy where objectives
regarding education are very clearly set. The share of young people (aged 30–34 years)
with tertiary education was 44% in 2016 and only 25% ten years before. For women it was
55% and for men 33%. This means that for women the Europe 2020 objective (to increase
the share of tertiary educated people aged 30–34 years to 40%) has already been
achieved.40 The second objective was achieved with the low early school leaving rate,
which was 5% in 2016.

40
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Adult education, and continuing education and training of employees
Results of two five‐year surveys were published: the Adult Education Survey and the Continuing
Vocational Training Survey. The main purpose of the Adult Education Survey is to present to what
extent adults participate in any form of education (formal, non‐formal or informal), in what ways they

36

National Statistics in 2017

obtain knowledge (methods, duration, implementation, costs) and what is their attitude towards
education.

In Slovenia, 47% of people aged 18–69 were involved in education (formal and/or non‐
formal) in 2016. Involvement in education decreases with age, and participation in
education to a large extent depends on the person`s educational attainment.
Continuing Vocational Training Survey covers measures and activities the main objective of which is to
obtain new knowledge and skills – or develop and upgrade existing ones – and which are at least partly
financed by the enterprise.

The share of enterprises providing apprenticeship increased significantly: it was 8% in 2010
and 32% in 2015.

Survey data were presented to human resource managers at the conference on organisational learning
and development in Portorose. Participation in the conference was beneficial for SURS’s promotion.
Enterprises gained insight into what national statistics calculated on the basis of data they provided via
the questionnaire.

Culture
Statistical data we published in 2017 were prepared on the basis of the upgraded and joint
questionnaires and methodological revision. As a result, there is a break in time series, so data from the
years before the upgrade will not be comparable with data collected with new questionnaires. The
provisional published data refer to 2016 (final and detailed data were published in February 2018).

In 2016 cultural institutions, theatres, operas, professional orchestras and choirs organised
on their stages 23,000 performances, which were attended by almost 4.0 million people.
52% of performances were their own productions or co‐productions, and 48% were invited
performances from other institutions. A stage performance was attended on average by
171 persons.
On the proposal of the European Commission, 2018 will be the European Cultural Heritage Year since
cultural heritage is a key component of cultural diversity and intercultural dialogue in the EU.
In 2017 SURS started to set up satellite accounts for culture. We will determine the methodological
framework, which should be as much as possible harmonised with other EU Member States and with
national accounts. International recommendations in this area are still in their infancy. Possible data
sources need to be studied and a set of indicators prepared and published in 2018.
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Implementation of surveys on health
In spring 2017 the NIJZ finished with fieldwork data collection within the National Survey of Sexual
Lifestyles, Attitudes and Health in Slovenia, the purpose of which is to monitor sexual behaviour, the
importance of sexual lifestyle and attitudes on sexual behaviour and on sexual and reproductive health
of the adult population.
From March 2017 on data within the survey on the frequency on dietary habits of children and adults in
Slovenia (EU‐MENU Slovenia) have been collected with personal interviewing. Data are collected with
the questionnaire and a special application, which registers twice the 24‐hour recall of the previous day’s
menu (for youth, adults and elderly) or a diet diary of the previous day (for children aged 3 months to 3
years for whom their mothers are respondents). Fieldwork data collection will finish at the end of
February 2018.
In the school years 2016/2017 and 2017/2018 the NIJZ continued to conduct the survey evaluating the
efficiency of the fruit and vegetable scheme among children in elementary schools in Slovenia included
in the measure.
Data from the survey Health Behaviour of Adult Population in Slovenia, which the NIJZ conducted in
2016 for the fifth time, were processed and first results were published in 2017.
In 2017 the NIJZ conducted the pilot Survey on Tobacco, Alcohol and Illicit Drugs Use by the General
Population. Before the pilot survey cognitive testing of some questions, particularly new ones that were
introduced in the survey for the first time, was implemented and understanding of some key survey
questions was checked. Because of the sensitive nature of questions, some cognitive interviews were
conducted via a personal interview and some via a web survey. This was followed by pilot survey
implementation via fieldwork data collection in two parts: half of selected respondents were invited to
complete the web survey and half to participate in personal interviews.
As regards survey methodology, the NIJZ continued development work, particularly in analysing the
impact of mix mode data collection. The importance of qualitative testing of questionnaires is becoming
increasingly recognised, so cognitive testing of some questions from the Survey on Tobacco, Alcohol
and Illicit Drugs Use by the General Population was conducted in 2017. In October 2017 the NIJZ signed
a contract with Eurostat for conducting qualitative and quantitative testing of two modules (patient
experience and positive mental health), which might be included in the future waves of the European
Health Interview Survey. Qualitative testing will be conducted via cognitive interviews and quantitative
within the 2019 European Health Interview Survey.

Most adults in Slovenia do not smoke. 23.1% of adults (317,000) smoke, 25.6% are former
smokers and 51.3% have never smoked. The proportion of male smokers (25.2%) is higher
than the proportion of female smokers (20.9%). The proportion of smokers differs also
regarding age and education: more people with upper secondary education are smokers
than people with other levels of education. 65.2% of smokers would like to stop smoking.

Current work for national statistics and international reporting
In 2017, too, the NIJZ was implementing regular annual tasks related to causes of death, health status
and health determinants, health care, pharmacies, health care providers and absence from work. All
these are data sources for national statistics and for reporting to international organisations (Eurostat,
OECD, WHO, etc.). In 2017 the NIJZ implemented pilot transmission of data on occupational diseases
for 2013–2015 to Eurostat, including metadata and data on the reference population.
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Crime
In the second half of 2017 SURS applied for the international project Testing and Piloting Survey on
Gender‐Based Violence. The purpose of the pilot survey is to test and translate the questionnaire on
gender‐based violence. Within the project SURS cooperates in the translation and pre‐testing of the
translated questionnaire in the form of a focus group and cognitive testing and in the pilot
implementation of the gender‐based violence survey. Testing will be implemented on a sample of 1,000
persons in autumn 2018 and will cover gender‐based violence at the workplace, physical and sexual
abuse by partner, ex‐partner and non‐partner, stalking, childhood violence and general victimisation.
The project will take place until the end of January 2019. After the pilot survey the main survey is
planned, the purpose of which will be to obtain data for meeting the needs originating from the Act on
the Ratification of the Istanbul Convention and SDG indicators.

Social statistics classifications
In February 2017 the Decree Amending the Decree on the Introduction and Use of the Education and
Training Classification System (OJ RS, No. 8/17) was adopted, which started to be used on 1 January
2018. With this decree the Classification of Fields of Educational Activities/Qualifications KLASIUS‐P
was replaced with a new version called KLASIUS‐P‐16. In KLASIUS‐P‐16 the concept and structure with
the set of categories are taken over from the structure and categories of the revised new UNESCO
International Standard Classification of Education ‐ Fields of education and training 2013 (ISCED‐F
2013). On the basis of the decree new methodological explanations for the classification system of
education and training MP‐KLASIUS‐2.1. were prepared, interinstitutionally harmonised and published
by SURS. In 2017 various activities of introducing KLASIUS‐P‐16 were taking place. Reclassification of
existing officially recognised educational programs in official administrative records of the MIZŠ was
crucial. In line with the agreement, these procedures were conducted by the authorised institutions
(MIZŠ, NAKVIS, higher education institutions) based on a theoretical correspondence table prepared by
SURS. The decree also stipulates the establishment of the KLASIUS trust committee, which met twice
in 2017 and will continue to work in the future.
There were no subject‐matter upgrades of the Standard Classification of Occupations (SKP‐08) coding
list and search engine, since we focused on implementing KLASIUS‐P‐16.
In accordance with the established practice, we provided assistance to people using SKP‐08 and
KLASIUS.

Bank of Slovenia cooperated in the ESCB Household Finance and Consumption
Survey
In 2017 the BS cooperated with Ipsos d.o.o. in preparing for interviewing within the ESCB survey on
household finance and consumption (HFCS), which was followed by fieldwork interviewing. Data
collection was slightly prolonged due to many other surveys in Slovenia, the demanding questionnaire
and lack of interviewers, but was finished within the ECB deadlines. The first phase of data cleaning and
database editing has already been implemented.
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2.3.3 Environmental, agricultural and other sectoral statistics
Change of the data source in the survey on waste water
After analysing the data in the administrative source, in 2017 SURS changed the method of collecting
data on waste water and sewage systems. Within the VOD‐K survey on waste water SURS abolished
collection of data with paper questionnaires and took over the data from the administrative source, i.e.
the IJSVO database of environmental protection public service providers, which is kept by the Ministry
of the Environment and Spatial Planning. With the transition to the administrative data source, SURS
reduced the reporting burden and rationalised survey implementation.
Within the survey on drinking water, SURS updated two tables with data on water supplied from the
public water supply system by river basins; another sub‐basin was added. In line with the change the
data for the 2007–2013 period were revised.
Within the World Water Day, SURS prepared a special release presenting statistical data answering the
questions how we manage waste water, how much water is treated and in what way it is treated before
it is discharged back into the environment.

In 2016, 1.1% less water was abstracted in Slovenia than in 2015 or the least in the past four
years. As much as 99% of water for the public water supply was abstracted from
groundwater, while most of the water for own reservoirs abstracted from surface waters.41
Households consumed 78.6 million cubic metres of water from the public water supply in
2016, which is about the same as in 2015. Water losses declined by 2.9% over the previous
year.42

Continued project to improve the quality of data on food waste
In 2017 SURS conducted an extensive revision of the surveys on waste in line with the new Decree on
Waste (OJ RS, No. 37/15 and 69/15). Within the surveys on waste collection (ODP‐Z and KO‐Z) and the
surveys on waste treatment (ODP‐P and KO‐U), SURS made a transition to the administrative data
source (IS‐Odpadki, ARSO).
In early‐2017 SURS finished the first pilot project on food waste statistics, within which the definition of
food waste was prepared and the methodology for monitoring the amount of food waste at the national
level was set up. To improve the methodology on the amount of food waste, in November 2017 SURS
started the second pilot project focusing on food waste from households and determining the edible
and inedible part of food waste to improve the quality of data. In both pilot projects SURS was
cooperating with different governmental and non‐governmental organisations dealing with the topic of
food waste.
In 2017 SURS marked the European Week for Waste Reduction with a special release43 and upgraded
regular annual release on waste with additional waste indicators.
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In 2016, 5.5 million tons of waste was generated in Slovenia, of which almost 982,000 tons
(18%) was municipal waste and 120,000 tons was hazardous waste.
Compared to 2015, the amount of waste increased by 6% and the amount of hazardous
waste decreased by almost 18%.
4.4 million tons of waste was processed and 371.000 tons of waste was removed. Almost
138,000 tons of waste was landfilled, which is 50% less than in 2015.
A person in Slovenia generated on average 1.3 kg of waste per day in 2016.44

Start of modernising the survey on environmental protection expenditure
In 2017 SURS conducted all three surveys on environmental protection expenditure with which it
collects data on investment, revenue and expenditure for environmental protection. Data collected with
these surveys serve for preparing environmental protection expenditure accounts.
SURS also started to analyse the possibility of modernising data collection on environmental protection
expenditure. Within this task SURS plans to revise the set of variables in line with Eurostat methodology
and the change in the method of data collection and processing.
Gross investment for environmental protection in 2016 was almost 52% lower than in 2015
and thus the lowest in the past three years.
The highest share in the structure of current expenditure for environmental protection for
2016 was for waste management (61%).45

Publication of Farm Structure Survey results for 2016 and cooperation with Eurostat
in preparing new statistical legislation on this area for 2020
In 2016 SURS collected data with the Farm Structure Survey co‐financed by the European Commission
(Eurostat). Final data were published in 2017. At the end of 2017 SURS also published some new data
from the Farm Structure Survey, namely regarding agricultural production methods. The survey is
stipulated by Regulation (EC) No. 1166/2008 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 19
November 2008 on farm structure surveys and the survey on agricultural production methods and
repealing Council Regulation (EEC) No 571/88.
SURS was also active internationally, namely in connection with the preparation of the new EU
Regulation, which will determine from 2020 on the collection of microdata on agricultural holdings and
production on them. Within the working group of the Statistical Council, SURS was active in the
procedure of adopting the regulation and was striving for solutions that would provide non‐excessive
burden of reporting units and high quality of EU data in the future.
In 2017 SURS cooperated in the IPA project offering assistance and counselling in statistical data editing
on the 2016 farm structure data to Monstat, the statistical office of Montenegro.

According to statistical data, on 1 June 2016 there were 1,552 agricultural holdings in
Slovenia on which the standard output was larger than EUR 100,000. This is almost 38%
more than in 2013, when there were 1,226 such agricultural holdings.46

44

http://www.stat.si/StatWeb/en/News/Index/6938

45

http://www.stat.si/StatWeb/en/News/Index/7182

41

National Statistics in 2017

All regular tasks implemented in agricultural production statistics
Within crop production statistics, SURS implemented all planned tasks and published the data as
planned. The same is true of statistics of livestock, milk and milk products.
As regards livestock statistics, SURS formally finished the pilot project of setting up statistics on eggs
for consumption, which was co‐financed by Eurostat. Within the cooperation between EU Member
States, in 2017 SURS hosted a study visit on this topic for representatives of the Croatian Bureau of
Statistics.
To promote statistical data on agriculture, SURS published a special release on beekeeping in Slovenia47
and general data on agriculture and food at the World Food Day48.

In 2016, dairies increased production of acidified milk and butter, while production of other
groups of milk products didn’t change much. More than 318,000 tons of milk were
exported (of that almost 253,000 tons of whole milk in bulk). Import of cheese increased by
9%.49

Regular work on statistics on agricultural production methods
As regards pesticide statistics, SURS published in cooperation with the UVHVVR annual data on the sale
of plant protection products in Slovenia. As regards the consumption of plant protection products in
agriculture, it prepared and in cooperation with the UVHVVR collected on a joint questionnaire data on
the consumption of plant protection products by crops.
As regards consumption of mineral fertilisers in agriculture, SURS conducted the regular annual
statistical survey and published the results of the two‐year statistical survey on the consumption of
mineral fertilisers by crops (the telephone survey was implemented in November 2016).
SURS continued with activities for providing data for calculating agri‐environmental indicators. Worth
pointing out is the preparation of data on the gross nitrogen surplus and the gross phosphorous balance.
Data are calculated by KIS, mostly based on SURS’s data, in line with the updated OECD/Eurostat
methodology. Reporting of Member States to Eurostat is thus harmonised with reporting to United
Nations according to the UN Convention on Climate Change and reporting to the UN Economic
Commission for Europe according to the Convention on Long‐range Transboundary Air Pollution.

Compared to 2014, in 2016 the agricultural areas fertilised with mineral fertilisers
decreased by 10%. All categories of utilised agricultural area were fertilised to a smaller
extent.50
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Upgrading of procedures for providing data on the prices and rents of agricultural
land
As regards agricultural price statistics – which includes monitoring the prices of products and services
for current consumption and investment in agriculture, and sale and purchase of agricultural products
and wood – SURS implemented all regular tasks and published the data within the planned deadlines.
In the development task Prices and Rents of Agricultural Land, which takes place within the European
pilot project, in 2017 SURS upgraded the procedures for providing these data, and calculated and
published average prices of arable land and average rents of arable land and permanent grassland for
2016 at the level of cohesion regions and Slovenia. Results of the pilot project are based on data from
administrative sources (for prices of agricultural land GURS, for the record of the real estate market and
the real estate register the MKGP, and for the record of graphical units of land use and for rents of
agricultural land the Farmland and Forest Fund of the Republic of Slovenia). The task is being
implemented on the basis of the contract on financing by the EU. In 2017 SURS signed a new contract
on co‐financing the task with EU funds for the next two years.

The value of agricultural products purchased in 2016 was EUR 466.7 million, more than 1%
lower than in 2015.51

Published data from the new survey on forestry on agricultural holdings
As regards basic forestry statistics, in 2017 SURS conducted the regular annual survey on forestry
activity of business entities and published survey results within the planned deadlines. In line with the
plan, it also published annual data on export and import of roundwood and monthly data on the
purchase of wood.
SURS conducted a new sample survey on forestry on agricultural holdings and published the data in
August 2017.

In 2016, 1.8 million cubic meters of roundwood were harvested by agricultural holdings in
Slovenia, which is 30% of all wood harvested in Slovenia in 2016. Of these, 56% was
coniferous wood and 44% was non‐coniferous wood.52

Fisheries statistics without major changes in 2017
SURS implemented all regular tasks in close cooperation with the MKGP and the Fisheries Research
Institute of Slovenia. MKGP databases are the source of data for conducting statistical surveys on
marine commercial fishing/landing and mariculture. On the basis of the agreement within a special
working group in 2015, SURS, the MKGP and the Institute were supposed to upgrade the agreement
about cooperation already in 2016 but there was no breakthrough in this respect.
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http://www.stat.si/StatWeb/en/News/Index/6516
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http://www.stat.si/StatWeb/en/News/Index/6882
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In 2016 the aquaculture production grew by 15% over 2015. In the same period the total
purchase value of aquaculture production increased by almost 25%.53

Analysis of data on district heat from the administrative source
In 2017 SURS cooperated in testing the new online application E‐VO (Energy Validation Outlet) for
reporting and validation of energy data, which was developed by the International Energy Agency. The
application will replace the current EDMC (Energy Data Management Centre) application via which
monthly and annual data are reported.
SURS agreed with the Energy Agency to take over the data on district heating, which the Agency
started to monitor in line with the commitment in the energy act. SURS analysed the data and prepared
a plan for including the data in energy statistics to reduce the reporting burden.
In 2017 SURS applied for a pilot project on final energy consumption in industry. With this project SURS
wants to upgrade the data on final energy consumption in industry and break them down by purposes.

Pilot collection of data on energy consumption in households with a web
questionnaire
For several years SURS has been monitoring energy consumption in households. Fieldwork data
collection is conducted every four years. In the meantime data are prepared in cooperation with the
Jožef Stefan Institute using a model. The next fieldwork data collection is planned for 2019. Because
SURS will collect data with the web questionnaire for the first time, a pilot web survey on energy
consumption in households was conducted in 2017 on a smaller sample of observation units.
In 2016, final energy consumption increased by 4% in comparison with the previous year. 23%
of energy was consumed in households where wood fuels prevailed among consumed energy
sources.
In 2016, households consumed 48,023 TJ of energy. Most of the energy (31,183 TJ or almost
65%) was consumed for space heating.54

First implementation of the survey on daily passenger mobility
With the help of European funds for the project on passenger mobility statistics and road transport
statistics, in the first half of 2017 SURS prepared the methodology for the survey on daily mobility of
residents of Slovenia. The basis for developing the methodology was the Eurostat guidelines on
passenger mobility statistics55. This is a survey on travelling habits, i.e. trips made (up to 300 km) by
residents of Slovenia aged 15–84 years: how much and how (on foot, which means of transport) people
in Slovenia travel, how long, what is the purpose (e.g. work or school, leisure, shopping, etc.). In
addition, data on vehicle occupancy will be calculated. Selected persons reported the data for the
observed day via a web questionnaire or they were visited by interviewers. The project will finish with
the publication of results in the first half of 2018. The survey on daily passenger mobility is the first such
survey conducted by SURS. Results will be used for planning the development of daily mobility and
transport infrastructure as well as for estimating the impact of transport on the environment.
53

http://www.stat.si/StatWeb/en/News/Index/6881

54

http://www.stat.si/StatWeb/en/News/Index/7001
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Development of indicators on vehicle‐kilometres
Within the Eurostat project on passenger mobility statistics and road transport statistics, calculations of
vehicle‐kilometres for certain vehicle categories for 2015 and 2016 were also calculated. In 2017 SURS
worked closely with the two contractors selected for this task. Indicators will be published in the second
half of 2018.
Within the study of mobility, SURS tried to collect for the first time data with the
help of a mobile application on so‐called smartphones. This could become a
cheaper method of data collection more in touch with future generations. For
further development of this mode of data collection SURS will cooperate with
national and foreign development institutions.

2.3.4 Spatial statistics (geostatistics)
STAGE – topical spatial data
The STAGE application is a simple interactive web tool for presenting data
on maps. Due to the visualisation of their spatial dimension, data presented
in such a way can be easily visualised and understood, and interactive
management of the tool makes searching information on Slovenia more
interesting. In 2017 SURS finished the international project Merging
Statistics and Geospatial Information in Member States, the result of which
is the STAGE application upgraded with new content and functionalities. Two relational databases were
set up: the first one, the income database, a spatial presentation of some income indicators, was set up
by SURS, and the second one, the health statistics database, was set up by the NIJZ. New possibilities of
protecting statistical data as well as designing statistical indicators with the emphasis on their
dissemination at lower spatial levels were studied.
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Statistical legislation adopted in 2017
‐
‐

‐

‐
‐

‐

‐

‐

‐

‐

‐

‐

‐

Commission Regulation (EU) 2017/2119 of 22 November 2017 establishing the ‘Prodcom list’ of
industrial products provided for by Council Regulation (EEC) No. 3924/91 (CELEX 32017R2119)
Commission Regulation (EU) 2017/310 of 22 February 2017 implementing Regulation (EC) No
1177/2003 of the European Parliament and of the Council concerning Community statistics on
income and living conditions (EU‐SILC) as regards the list of target secondary variables on material
deprivation, well‐being and housing difficulties for 2018 (CELEX 32017R0310)
Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2017/2384 of 19 December 2017 specifying the
technical characteristics of the 2019 ad hoc module on work organisation and working time
arrangements as regards the labour force sample survey pursuant to Council Regulation (EC) No.
577/98 (CELEX 32017R2384)
Decree on the Introduction and Use of the Education and Training Classification System (OJ RS,
No. 8/2017) of 16 February 2017
Regulation (EU) 2017/1951 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 25 October 2017
amending regulation (EU) No 99/2013 on the European statistical programme 2013‐17, by
extending it to 2020 (CELEX 2017R1951)
Regulation (EU) 2017/2391 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 12 December 2017
amending Regulation (EC) No 1059/2003 as regards the territorial typologies (Tercet) (CELEX
32017R2391)
Commission Regulation (EU) 2017/269 of 16 February 2017 amending Regulation (EC) No
1185/2009 of the European Parliament and of the Council concerning statistics on pesticides, as
regards the list of active substances (CELEX 32017R0269)
Commission Regulation (EU) 2017/2010 of 9 November 2017 amending Regulation (EC) No
1099/2008 of the European Parliament and of the Council on energy statistics, as regards the
updates for the annual and monthly energy statistics (CELEX 32017R2010)
Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2017/2169 of 21 November 2017 concerning the format
and arrangements for the transmission of European statistics on natural gas and electricity prices
pursuant to Regulation (EU) 2016/1952 of the European Parliament and of the Council (CELEX
32017R2169)
Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2017/543 of 22 March 2017 laying down rules for the
application of Regulation (EC) No 763/2008 of the European Parliament and of the Council on
population and housing censuses as regards the technical specifications of the topics and of their
breakdowns (CELEX 32017R0543)
Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2017/881 of 23 May 2017 implementing Regulation (EC)
No 763/2008 of the European Parliament and of the Council on population and housing censuses, as
regards the modalities and structure of the quality reports and the technical format for data
transmission, and amending Regulation (EU) No 1151/2010 (CELEX 32017R0881)
Commission Regulation (EU) 2017/712 of 20 April 2017 establishing the reference year and the
programme of the statistical data and metadata for population and housing censuses provided for
by Regulation (EC) No 763/2008 of the European Parliament and of the Council (CELEX
32017R0712)
Commission Regulation (EU) 2017/1515 of 31 August 2017 implementing Regulation (EC) No
808/2004 of the European Parliament and of the Council concerning Community statistics on the
information society for the reference year 2018 (CELEX 32017R1515)
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List of abbreviations
AJPES
BS
CoP
CRP
EAA
ECB
EGR
EHIS
ESCB
ESSC
EU
EU‐SILC
FDV
GALI
GURS
ICT
ISPAP
KIS
LFS
MIZŠ
MJU
MKGP
NAKVIS
NIJZ
OECD
OPSI
PRODCOM
REK
R&D
SDG
SRDAP
STAGE
SURS
TUS
UROP
UVHVVR
WHO
ZZZS

Agency of the Republic of Slovenia for Public Legal Records and Related Services
Bank of Slovenia
European Statistics Code of Practice
Central Population Register
Economic Accounts for Agriculture
European Central Bank
EuroGroups Register
European Health Interview Survey
European System of Central Banks
European Statistical System Committee
European Union
Statistics on Income and Living Conditions
Faculty of Social Sciences in Ljubljana
Global Activity Limitation Indicator
Surveying and Mapping Authority of the Republic of Slovenia
Information and communication technology
Information system for transmitting and analysing data on earnings, other payments
and the number of employees in the public sector
Agricultural Institute of Slovenia
Labour Force Survey
Ministry of Education, Science and Sport
Ministry of Public Administration
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Food
Slovenian Quality Assurance Agency for Higher Education
National Institute of Public Health
Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development
Open data of Slovenia
International classification of products
Withholding tax return
Research and development
Sustainable Development Goals
Statistical Register of Employment
Web cartographic application of statistical data (STAtistics and GEography)
Statistical Office of the Republic of Slovenia
Time Use Survey
Personal data management regulation
Administration of the Republic of Slovenia for Food Safety, Veterinary and Plant Protection
World Health Organisation
Health Insurance Institute
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