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GDP 
Slovenia’s economy has been growing since the 4th quarter of 2013. In the first nine months of 

2016 gross domestic product was 2.6% higher than in the comparable period of the previous 

year. If in the last quarter of 2016 the economy grew as in the 3rd quarter, the annual growth 

rate in 2016 would be 2.7%. Assuming that the same growth rates continued in 2017, next year 

we would exceed the pre-crisis GDP level.  

The main components contributing to GDP growth in 2016 were export and domestic 

consumption. Export of goods and services continues to grow; in 2016 it was on average more 

than 50% higher than at its lowest point during the crisis (1st quarter of 2009). Import is also 

growing at high rates but lower than export, so external trade balance is still positive at record 

values compared to previous years (at the annual level over EUR 3 billion).  

Final consumption has been growing since 2014. In 2016 growth picked up and was on average 

at around 2.5%. The reason is the increase in disposable household income. Household 

expenditure is rising in all groups of products. Household expenditure on durable goods (cars, 

furniture and large household appliances) increased the most, by about 10%. It has to be 

mentioned that these goods represent a small share of total household expenditure, so their 

impact on the growth of total household expenditure is relatively modest. The main part of 

household expenditure is for so-called other products, which include food and beverages, 

energy, clothing and footwear, and services. In the three quarters of 2016 this expenditure 

increased by 1.4%.  

Government final consumption has been growing for the past two years; both collective and 

individual final consumption.  

Gross investment has not yet bounced back. Gross fixed capital formation in 2016 was low and 

still around 40% lower than before the crisis. GFCF in buildings and structures is low; growth 

rates are negative. Compared to the same period of the previous year, investment in 

machinery and equipment is growing. Low investment in buildings and structures in 2016 can 

be attributed to the end of the European financial perspective and slow launch of a new one.   

In 2016, employment was increasing at higher rates than before, on average by 2%, meaning 

that around 20,000 more persons were employed in 2016 than in 2015.  

Debt and deficit 
Recent data show that from 2015 on general government debt in Slovenia has not been 

growing as fast as it did between 2013 and 2015. In 2015 it stood at EUR 32 billion or 83% of 

GDP, which is about EUR 15,540 per capita.  

According to the latest data of the Ministry of Finance, due to the favourable situation on debt 

capital markets, in 2015 Slovenia exploited the possibility of pre-financing; the Ministry 

expects gradual decrease in the future. According to forecasts, government debt at the end of 

2016 should amount to 80% of GDP; by 2020 it should decrease to 71% of GDP.   

Slower growth of government debt is followed by trends in interest expense, which was EUR 

46 million lower in 2015 than a year before and amounted to EUR 1,137 million (2.9% of GDP).  

According to the latest Eurostat data, in 2015 government debt in the EU-28 Member States 

was on average 85.0% of GDP. A comparison of Slovenia’s debt with debts of the neighbouring 
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countries shows that Hungary’s debt was 8 percentage points lower (75% of GDP), while in 

Italy, Croatia and Austria debts were higher; in Italy by 49 p.p. (132% of GDP), in Croatia by 4 

p.p. (87% of GDP) and in Austria by 2 p.p. (85% of GDP).  

Government deficit has been decreasing since 2013. In 2014 it was 5% of GDP; in 2015 it was 

2.7% of GDP (EUR 1,031 million). An important turnaround happened in 2015 as for the first 

time after 2008 government deficit was below the threshold of 3% of GDP, which is 

determined in budget criteria of the Stability and Growth Pact. According to Eurostat data, a 

similar situation compared to 2014 can be observed in Cyprus, Bulgaria, Ireland, Finland, 

Belgium and Poland.  

According to forecasts of the Ministry of Finance, in 2016 government deficit should amount to 

EUR 878 million or 2.2% of GDP, which is 0.5 p.p. less than a year earlier.  

Despite the fact that government expenditure still exceeds government revenue, data show 

that expenditure is gradually decreasing. For the first time after 2008 in the 2nd quarter of 2016 

Slovenia recorded a general government surplus in the amount of EUR 55 million. The 

favourable outcome was mostly the result of higher economic growth, favourable trends in 

government revenue from taxes and social contributions (up by 5.7% over the same quarter of 

2015) and lower government expenditure for gross investment and capital transfers, 

particularly due to the end of the old European financial perspective and transition to a new 

one. On the other hand, due to the relaxation of austerity measures general government is 

increasing expenditure for compensation of employees; compared to the 2nd quarter of 2015, 

in the 2nd quarter of 2016 it went up by almost 7%.  

According to the latest Eurostat data, in 2015 the average deficit in the EU-28 Member States 

was 2.4% of GDP. Deficits were the highest in Greece (–7.5% of GDP), Spain (–5.1% of GDP), 

Portugal (–4.4% of GDP), the United Kingdom (–4.3% of GDP), France (–3.5% of GDP) and 

Croatia (–3.3% of GDP). Surpluses were recorded by Luxembourg (+1.6% of GDP), Germany 

(+0.7% of GDP), Sweden (+0.2% of GDP) and Estonia (+0.1% of GDP).  

Gross external debt and foreign reserve assets  
External debt is a very important indicator of indebtedness, since payment of external debt is 

not inflow of a domestic sector and is thus actually outflow of the economy, i.e. abroad. Gross 

external debt is the amount of outstanding liabilities on a specific day of residents of a country 

to non-residents to repay the principal and/or interest that debtors will have to pay in the 

future.  

According to the latest data of the Bank of Slovenia, gross external debt of Slovenia has been 

gradually decreasing since 2014. At the end of 2015 it was EUR 45 billion and was EUR 1.6 

billion lower than in December 2014, mostly on account of a further decline in debt of 

commercial banks and companies abroad and the slowdown in the growth of general 

government debt.  

According to Eurostat data, at the end of 2015 Slovenia’s external debt was 75.8% of total 

debt, which is comparable to Cyprus, Finland and Lithuania, i.e. those EU-28 Member States 

whose external debt represented the highest share in total debt.  
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At the end of September 2016 Slovenia’s gross external debt stood at EUR 43.5 billion and was 

thus EUR 2.1 billion lower than a year before. Banks decreased their debt the most (by EUR 1.1 

billion), followed by other sectors (EUR 0.5 billion). In the structure of gross external debt, the 

government sector’s debt accounted for 53%, followed by other sectors (24%) and banks 

(10%). As regards financial instruments, debt in securities accounted for 49% and debt in loans 

for 27%.  

According to the latest data of the Bank of Slovenia, Slovenia’s foreign reserve assets are also 

declining. At the end of 2015 they amounted to EUR 320 million, which is 7.1% less than at the 

end of 2014, when they amounted to EUR 344.6 million. In 2016 they declined further; at the 

end of November they stood at EUR 212.8 million.  

Slovenia's economy 
In the first half of 2016 Slovenia’s economic again generated a surplus; this time at 7.7% of 

GDP, which is almost 2 p.p. more than in the first half of 2015. Total economy has been 

generating surpluses since 2010, which was the year when high deficits before the crisis turned 

into years of surpluses. A high surplus is primarily the result of the surplus of exports over 

imports. Exports of goods and services are important for Slovenia’s economy; its share in GDP 

is rising from year to year. In the first half of 2016 it was almost 80% of GDP.  

Enterprises 
In the first half of 2016, too, enterprises in Slovenia generated a surplus. The surplus was the 

highest in 2014 (4.3% of GDP); since then it has been gradually decreasing. In 2014 it was 2.8% 

of GDP, and in the first half of 2016 only 0.4% of GDP. Investment activity of enterprises is 

gradually increasing, but it is still well below the level from before the crisis. In 2015 gross fixed 

capital formation reached 85% of the value from 2005 (and 60% of the 2008 value). Compared 

to the first half of 2015, in the first half of 2016 it increased by 6.0%.  

The state of total economy largely depends on the situation of enterprises. In years before the 

crisis (until the end of 2008) enterprises borrowed to finance their investment. Domestic 

sources of financing were not enough, so they borrowed abroad (including via domestic 

banks). This reflected in the deficit of enterprises and the total economy, which both for 

enterprises and the total economy reached the highest value in 2008. At the start of the crisis 

in 2009, enterprises drastically reduced their investment activity, while those enterprises that 

were deeply in debt started to borrow. The deficit decreased rapidly; enterprises ended 2011 

with a surplus.  

The relatively low level of investment and the surplus generated by enterprises (deficits are 

more common for them) show that the situation is not yet favourable to start investing more. 

The investment rate (i.e. the share of gross fixed capital formation in gross value added) was 

20.3% in 2015; in the first half of 2016 it was 20.9%. The profit margin (i.e. the gross operating 

surplus and gross value added ratio) was 34.1% in the first half of 2016, 1.4 percentage points 

lower than in 2015. The investment rate and the profit margin were lower compared to the 

long-term average of EU and EMU countries.  

Disposable household income 
The improvement of economic conditions in recent years reflected in the increase in 

disposable household income. In the first half of 2016 it grew in nominal terms by almost 3% 

over the first half of 2015. Growth of disposable income in 2014 and 2015 continued for the 
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third consecutive year, actually at a higher rate. High growth was mostly the result of the 

increase in compensation of employees both in the public (release of promotion restrictions) 

and private (increase in employment and growth of gross earnings) sectors.  

Purchasing power and income comparison 
Actual individual consumption (AIC) in purchasing power standards (PPS), which better reflects 

material well-being of households and thus the purchasing power of the population than GDP 

per capita, shows that until 2008 Slovenia was drawing closer to the EU-28 average (in 2008 it 

reached 80% of the EU average) but has been in decline since 2008. Actual individual 

consumption, which is calculated on the basis of prices of goods and services actually 

consumed by individuals, was 75% of the EU-28 average in 2015, 1 p.p. lower than in 2014 and 

the same as in 2013. Member States closest to Slovenia in terms of AIC per capita in PPS were 

Greece and Slovakia (both 77% of the EU-28 average), Poland (74%) and Estonia (71%).   

The same as actual individual consumption in PPS, Slovenia’s GDP per capita in purchasing 

power was also drawing closer to the EU-28 average until 2008. Between 2008 and 2013 it 

declined by as much as 9 p.p. (from 90% of the EU-28 average in 2008 to 81% in 2013). In 2014 

it grew by 2 p.p. over the previous year to 83% of the EU-28 average and in 2015 it remained 

at the same level. As regards this indicator, Member States closest to Slovenia in 2015 were 

the Czech Republic and Cyprus.  

Sentiment indicator 
Favourable trends show also in the sentiment indicator. Its value continued to increase in 

October and November 2016. Since May 2014 it has been above the long-term average; in 

November 2016 it was the highest since May 2008.  

Labour market  
The trend shows a slight increase in the employment rate and the number of persons in 

employment (923,000 in the 3rd quarter of 2016). In the past year the number of self-

employed persons decreased, while the number of employed persons was rising. In the 3rd 

quarter of 2016 it mostly increased on account of the higher number of persons employed via 

student employment services, since the number of employees in labour relation slightly 

decreased over the previous quarter.  

The LFS unemployment rate in the 3rd quarter of 2016 was 7.3%, almost at the level six years 

ago when the unemployment rate in the 3rd quarter of 2007 stood at 7.0%.  

The situation of young people (15–29 years) on the labour market improved. The number of 

young people in employment is rising, but mostly the number of those in fixed term 

employment. The number of young people in informal employment (via student employment 

services) is increasing. In 2016 more than half of young people were in fixed-term 

employment, while for persons in employment aged 30–49 the share was only 10%.  

The unemployment rate of young people is also in decline; according to the latest data (for the 

3rd quarter of 2016) it was 13.1%. However, it is still far away from the lowest value in the 2nd 

quarter of 2008 when it stood at 7.4%.  
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Earnings  
Average monthly gross earnings grew in 2016; in the first nine months by almost 2%. This is 

the result of the growth of average monthly gross earnings in both sectors, in the public by 

2.4% and in the private by 1.7%. In the government sector, which covers public administration, 

municipalities, hospitals, schools, etc., earnings grew by 3.8%, mostly as a result of gradual 

easing of austerity measures stipulated by the Fiscal Balance Act (payment of promotion and 

easing of the wage scale).  

Such characteristic of the trends in earnings, i.e. earnings in the public sector rising slightly 

faster than earnings in the public sector, was observed already in 2015. Before that for five 

years earnings in the private sector were rising faster than earnings in the public sector. 

Earnings in the private sector have been constantly growing since 2010, while after a decline in 

2012 and 2013 earnings in the public sector started to rise again in the 2nd quarter of 2014.  

Pensions 
(source: Pension and Disability Insurance Institute) 

According to the latest data (October 2016), average net old-age pension in Slovenia 

amounted to EUR 641, which is 0.8% more than in October 2015. Growth should probably be 

attributed to this year’s pension indexation; regular in January 2016 (by 0.7%) and 

extraordinary in October 2016 (by 0.4%).  

There were almost 436,000 beneficiaries of old-age pensions, 0.7% more than in the same 

month of 2015. Current growth rates of beneficiaries of old-age pensions are the lowest in the 

past 20 years and show the effects of the Pension and Disability Insurance Act, which 

stipulates stricter conditions for obtaining the old-age pension.  

The average number of beneficiaries of disability pensions is falling; in October 2016, 84,000 

people were receiving them, 2% fewer than in October 2015. The number of beneficiaries of 

survivors’ and widows’ pensions is also falling; in October 2016, 91,000 people were receiving 

them, 1.7% fewer than in October 2015.  

Social inequality  
Both indicators of income inequality (Gini coefficient and quintile share ratio) are among the 

lowest in the EU.  

In 2015 the Gini coefficient slightly decreased compared to the previous year (by 0.5 p.p.); the 

quintile share ratio also decreased (from 3.7 to 3.6). In view of the lower values of both 

indicators it can be inferred that in 2015 income was slightly more equally distributed among 

households than a year earlier.  

The relatively low income inequality is the effect of the welfare state with its redistribution, 

which with various social transfers mitigates the burden of households with too low income. 

Without the welfare state the conditions in Slovenia would be much worse since the at-risk-of-

poverty rate would increase from 14% to 25%; thus one in four residents of Slovenia would live 

below the at-risk-of-poverty threshold.  

Poverty 
(data for 2015) 
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According to the latest data, just over 14% of the population in Slovenia (287,000 people) lives 

below the at-risk-of-poverty threshold, which is similar as a year earlier.  The at-risk-of-poverty 

threshold was at the highest level; for a one-member household it was EUR 617 per month. 

Before the crisis almost one in nine persons in Slovenia was relatively poor; with the start of 

the crisis one in eight and in recent years one in seven.   

If we add 59,000 severely materially deprived persons and 38,000 persons living in households 

with very low work intensity to the 287,000 persons below the at-risk-of-poverty threshold, we 

get 385,000 people (19.2% of the population) exposed to risk of social exclusion (one in five). 

The at-risk-of-poverty or social exclusion rate was 1.2 p.p. lower than in the previous year, 

meaning that about 25,000 fewer persons were at risk.  

The group of persons at greatest risk of poverty are the unemployed (45% of them are below 

the at-risk-of-poverty threshold). The largest group below the at-risk-of-poverty threshold is 

the retired: 78,000 or 16% of all retired persons, of whom 55,000 retired women.  

Household consumption 
(data for 2015) 

Households spend on average EUR 1,444 per month to buy consumer goods. Compared to 

2012 expenditure increased by 3.2%. Half of expenditure is for transport, food and non-

alcoholic beverages, and housing. A comparison between the fifth of households with the 

highest (5th quintile) and the fifth of household with the lowest (1st quintile) income shows 

that households with the highest income spend 3.2-times as much on consumer goods as 

households with the lowest income.  

Prices 
In June 2016 Slovenia ended a period of almost two years of deflation at the annual level, 

which has been recorded since August 2014 (except in December 2014 when the inflation rate 

was 0.2%). The highest deflation was recorded in March 2016 (–0.9%).  

In 2014 inflation was lowered the most by lower prices of petroleum products and food and 

non-alcoholic beverages. In 2015 it was lowered by lower prices of petroleum products, while 

the prices of food and non-alcoholic beverages went up. In 2016 (up to November) the prices 

of petroleum products were also rising. The situation was similar at the EU-28 level.  

Between January and November 2016 consumer prices on average grew by just over 1%, the 

most in the groups clothing and footwear (by 3%) and communication (by 2%).  

Comparing the first eleven months of 2016 with the same period of 2015, we can see that 

consumer prices went down on average by 0.1%. The prices of petroleum products decreased 

the most; of liquid fuels by almost 15% and of motor fuels by 8.5%.  

Agriculture 
According to the first estimate, the value of the agricultural output in 2016 is expected to 

amount to EUR 1,195 million, which is a decrease by 7% over the previous year. The volume is 

expected to decrease by 4% and the prices by 3%. Lower crop value due to the volume 

decrease. Animal output value at the previous year level as a result of the quantity increase 

and despite the price decrease. Lower costs due to lower prices of intermediate consumption 
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items. Compared with the precious year it is expected that employment in agriculture in 2016 

will decrease by 2% due to the unpaid employment. 

This year’s output of bread cereals (wheat and spelt, and rye) was 4% larger, while the output 

of fodder cereals (barley, oats and triticale) was 2% larger than in 2015. According to 

provisional data, a good yield of maize for grain and potato is expected.  

All observed fruit species (apples, pears, peaches and nectarines, plums) are expected to do 

worse than in 2015, which was a record-breaking year. The average yield of almost 17 tons of 

apples per hectare in orchard plantations is the lowest in the past 15 years. This year’s total 

output of grapes is expected to be 16% lower than the last ten-year average.  

In 2015, self-sufficiency remained very low, particularly for vegetables (39%), potato (59%) and 

fresh fruit (60%). The self-sufficiency rate for cereals was 72%.  

Tourism 
In the first nine months of 2016, 8.9 million tourist overnight stays were recorded in Slovenia, 

which is 7% more than in the same period of 2015. Domestic tourists generated 34% and 

foreign 66% of tourist overnight stays. Key markets, from which the most overnight stays of 

foreign tourists in Slovenia were registered, were Italy (15%), Germany (12%), Austria (11%), 

the Netherlands (5%), Croatia (5%) and the United Kingdom (4%).  

In the first nine months of 2016, the number of overnight stays of foreign tourists in Slovenia 

increased by 9% over the same period of 2015. The increase in foreign overnight stays was also 

recorded by the neighbouring countries: Croatia by 9%, Hungary by 6%, Austria by 4% and Italy 

by 1%. Taking a look at the number of foreign overnight stays per 1,000 population in the 

observed period (January–September 2016), Croatia leads with 16,400, followed by Austria 

8,200, Slovenia and Italy with 2,800 each and Hungary with 1,100.  

Most overnight stays (14%) were generated in municipality Piran, followed by Ljubljana (12%), 

Bled (7%), Brežice (6%), Kranjska Gora (5%), and Moravske Toplice and Bohinj (4% each).  

Population 
(data for 2015) 

Slovenia has a population of around 2,064,000; on average they are aged 42.7 years, and more 

than 18% of people are aged 65+. Every day on average 57 children are born, 54 people die, 42 

immigrate from abroad, 41 emigrate abroad, 36 are married and 14 are divorced.  

In 2015 the population increased by 1,314, both due to natural increase and positive net 

migration. Around 15,400 residents immigrated to Slovenia and around 14,900 residents 

emigrated from Slovenia. Five percent of Slovenia’s population is foreign nationals. Examining 

only citizens of Slovenia, for the 16th consecutive year more of them emigrated than 

immigrated (5,900). Most of the Slovenian citizens immigrated to Slovenia from Germany and 

most foreign citizens from Bosnia and Herzegovina. Most of the Slovenian citizens emigrated 

from Slovenia to Austria and most foreign citizens to Bosnia and Herzegovina.  

In 2015, 20,641 children were born, 524 (2.5%) fewer than a year earlier. Most boys were 

named Luka (for the 17th year in a row) and most girls were named Ema. The mean age of first-
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time mothers was 29.3 years. 58% of children are born to unmarried mothers. 6% of children 

are born to parents who are not Slovenian citizens. 

In 2015, almost 20,000 persons died; the mean age of men at death was 72.8 years and of 

women 81 years. A boy born in 2015 can expect to live 77.6 years and a girl 83.5 years.  

Provisional data for the first half of 2016 show that in 2016 slightly fewer children will be born 

than in 2015, which is expected since smaller generations of women are entering the 

reproductive period and they decide to become mothers later in their lives. The number of 

deaths does not change much between the years; in 2016 a natural increase is expected. 

Forecasting migration trends is much more difficult. According to provisional data for the first 

half of 2016, international migration is expected to be slightly positive.  

Education 
As regards the share of young people (30–34 years) with tertiary education (43%) and the low 

dropout rate (5%), in 2016 Slovenia achieved two of the key objectives of the Europe 2020 

strategy. With a high share of children and youth participating in all levels of formal education 

and a high share of children and youth finishing their education, Slovenia is ranked high among 

OECD countries and EU Member States. As a result, in recent years the educational structure 

of the population has improved significantly; in terms of the share of young people with 

tertiary education, in recent years Slovenia exceeded the EU average. In terms of the share of 

adults (25–64 years) participating in various forms of formal and/or non-formal education in 

2015 (12%) Slovenia is also above the EU average (10%). However, contrary to the trend in 

most of the other countries, the participation rate is declining, mostly on account of low 

participation of the less educated and older population.  

Providing quality and all-inclusive education requires appropriate financial investment.  Recent 

trends have been less encouraging. Compared to 2007, total expenditure on education 

institutions (a large majority, around 90%, of it public) decreased in real terms at all levels of 

education, except preschool. Expenditure per participant also decreased in real terms, the 

most (by 8%) at the tertiary level.  

- Due to positive demographic changes the number of children in kindergartens and 

elementary schools is growing.  

- Positive demographic changes have not yet reached the upper secondary school 

education; enrolment is still falling. Interest in technical and vocational programs is 

increasing; two thirds (63.6%) of pupils in upper secondary education were enrolled in 

technical and vocational education.  

- The population of tertiary students has been declining noticeably; however, still 

almost half of young people aged 20–24 years are studying, so that in terms of 

participation in tertiary education Slovenia is at the very top in the world.  

 

Life satisfaction 
(data for 2015) 

A fifth of the population (aged 16+) in Slovenia is satisfied with their lives in general; this many 

of them assessed their lives as a whole with 9 and 10 on the scale from 0 (not satisfied at all) to 

10 (completely satisfied). The average self-assessment of overall life satisfaction was 7.1. 

Groups of people the least satisfied with their lives are those below the at-risk-of-poverty 
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threshold (average assessment 6.2) and those who are severely materially deprived (average 

assessment 4.8).  

Health 
(data for 2015) 

The general health status covers physical, social and emotional state of a person, not taking 

into account current health problems. This is a subjective opinion.  

In 2015, 22% of the population aged 16+ assessed their general health status as very good, 

while 2% thought that their general health status was very bad. The share of those who think 

that their health status is very good went up by 7 percentage points since 2005.  

One of the important factors influencing the assessment of a person’s health status is income; 

26% of people in the highest income bracket said that their health status was very good, while 

in the lowest income bracket the share was 17%.  

Food 
(data for 2015) 

A person in Slovenia consumes on average 121 kg of cereals, 109 kg of vegetables, 88 kg of 

meat, 84 kg of fresh fruit, 68 kg of potato, 11 kg of eggs and just over a kilogram of honey per 

year.  

Each resident of Slovenia throws away on average 73 kg of food per year, of which 36% is 

edible and 64% is inedible (bones, pits, peelings, etc.). Most food is thrown away by 

households (48%).  

Dwellings 
(Register-based Housing Census 2015)   

There are 845,000 dwellings in Slovenia, of which 675,000 are occupied. Almost 70% of the 

population lives in family houses, the average floor space of which is just over 100 m2. Others 

live in apartment buildings, in which the average floor space of a flat is 57 m2. More than 85% 

of the population lives in owner-occupied dwellings; 8% live in so-called user dwellings and 7% 

in rented dwellings.  

171,000 of dwellings in Slovenia (one in five) are unoccupied. Just over half of unoccupied 

dwellings are old (built before 1945), without at least one of the elements of basic 

infrastructure (toilet, bathroom, heating, electricity, water) or are used for holiday purposes. If 

such dwellings are excluded, we are left with 82,900 'useful' unoccupied dwellings.  

Energy 
(data for 2015) 

People in Slovenia consume almost 200,000 TJ of final energy, 46% of it in the form of 

petroleum products; 14% of energy consumption comes from renewable energy sources.  

Most of the energy in households (64%) is consumed for space heating. Among energy sources 

consumed by households in 2015 wood fuels (which include firewood, wood waste, wood 

chips, pellets and briquettes) prevailed with a 42% share. Electricity consumption represented 
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almost 25%, consumption of extra light heating oil almost 11%, natural gas just over 9% and 

district heat almost 7%. Consumption of other energy sources represented smaller shares.  

Environment 
(data for 2015) 

A person in Slovenia generates on average 451 kg of municipal waste per year or 1.2 kg per 

day. The share of separately collected municipal waste is increasing and is at 69% (the amount 

increased by 11% over the previous year).  

A person in Slovenia consumes around 104 litres of water per day. Almost 90% of water is 

treated before it is discharged from the sewage system into surface waters.  

The share of environmental taxes is almost 4% of gross domestic product (GDP); 62% of total 

environmental taxes is paid by households.  

Crime 
(data for 2015) 

Around 6,500 natural persons were convicted in 2015, the fewest in the past ten years. In 

addition, 48 legal persons were convicted. Natural persons were the most frequently convicted 

of crimes against property (e.g. larceny, grand larceny), i.e. almost half of convictions. The 

most frequently convicted were men, with basic education or less, aged 30–35. One in ten 

convicted natural persons was a woman.  

The change of the Criminal Procedure Act, which came into force in 2012 and introduced pre-

trial hearings and agreements on the admission of guilt, caused an increase in the number of 

convictions for economic crimes, the most frequently business fraud. In 2015, a third of 

convicted legal persons were convicted of business fraud.  

ICT 
Nowadays one can hear a lot about the digital society and the digital transformation of the 

economy: the use of information and communication technology (ICT) will change the 

processes in enterprises, increase productivity, develop new products, etc. At the same time 

this will require new skills and knowledge.  

In Slovenia the Internet is regularly used by 75% of persons aged 16–74 years; 64% of them use 

the Internet every day or almost every day. The Internet is most frequently accessed via 

mobile devices; 55% of persons access the Internet via a mobile or smart phone, followed by 

access via a portable computer (53%).  Online shopping continues to grow. In the period of 12 

months 40% of persons make at least one online purchase. E-buyers still mostly buy clothes 

and sports goods (44%), followed by household goods (white goods, furniture, etc.) with 38%. 

A quarter of e-buyers use the Internet for online booking of accommodation.  

Enterprises with at least 10 persons in employment are introducing new ICT into their 

business. More than a fifth of them purchase cloud computing services, which enables them to 

access ICT without major investment, the need for maintenance of services, etc. For 

enterprises in the digital age presence on the Internet is very important. 46% of enterprises 

have social media profiles. Advertising changed significantly. The Internet enables advertising 

adjusted to Internet users who are potential clients. 21% of enterprises advertise on the 
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Internet, e.g. via advertisements in Internet browsers, social media (Facebook, Google, 

YouTube, etc.) or on other websites. Enterprises most frequently use the method of targeted 

advertising, which is based on the website content or keyword search by Internet users (17%).  

Culture 
(data for 2015) 

In one year more than half of the population (57%) attends at least one cultural event: 37% of 

the population go to cinema at least once, one in three attends a live sporting event and 44% 

visit at least one cultural or historical sight.  

A comparison for the past two years, for which the data are available (2014 and 2015), shows 

that theatre attendance increased by 14%, cinema attendance by 9% and attendance in 

houses of culture and cultural centres by 31%. In museums and galleries attendance decreased 

by 14%.  

 


