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0 Methodological Explanations  

 

Brief Description of the Survey  
Intrastat is the system for collecting statistics on the trading of goods between Member States 

of the European Union (Member States). Data for the Intrastat system are collected monthly, 

directly from enterprises, through reporting forms, i.e. declarations which contain records 

about company transactions of goods to/from other Member States for each month. The 

system was introduced in 1993 when the Single Market was established and the data could no 

longer be obtained from customs declarations due to abolition of customs formalities at the 

borders between Member States. The volume of the trade in goods with Member States is one 

of the key indicators of economic trends in the country; therefore, there is a need to study both 

the structure of this trade and its dynamics. Data obtained from the Intrastat system are the 

source of information for other fields of macroeconomic statistics such as the System of 

National Accounts and the Balance of Payments Statistics. Data on trade in goods are also 

used for market analyses and monitoring the Single Market. The basic external trade data 

which contain both Intrastat and Extrastat data (Extrastat monitors the trading of goods with 

non-member countries; its source of data are customs declarations) are also the basis for 

calculating external trade unit value indices, which measure the dynamics of import and 

export prices.  

 

The main statistics that are produced are aggregate data on values and quantities of dispatches 

of goods to Member States and arrivals of goods from Member States, export import 

coverage, the goods trade balance, indices of growth of trade in goods and presentation of 

data on the trade in goods by products and by trading partner countries. 

 

Legal Basis for the Survey 
The legal basis for the Survey is the Basic Regulation (EC) 638/2004, the Commission 

Regulation (EC) 1982/2004, the Commission Regulation (EC) 1915/2005, basic act amending 

Regulation (EC) 222/2009. 

 

Observation Units 
The observation unit in statistics on trade in goods between Member States is the export (in 

case of dispatches) or import (in case of arrivals) transaction of goods, which is included in 

coverage in line with the methodological requirements and recommendations. Only the trade 

in goods of enterprises which are engaged in trade with other Member States is monitored. 

 

Coverage  
In a given reporting period, the enterprises liable to report data for Intrastat are those whose 

trade in goods with other Member States exceeded the exemption threshold in the preceding 

year for one or both flows of goods (dispatches and/or arrivals). The exemption threshold is 

set annually at the predetermined value of trade in goods with other Member States for each 

flow of goods. The enterprise which exceeds the predetermined threshold value is liable to 

report the (mandatory) data for Intrastat. For 2009, the exemption threshold was set at EUR 

200,000 for dispatches of goods and at EUR 120,000 for arrivals of goods. The statistical 

value threshold refers to the value of trade in goods between Member States for a given flow 

of goods above which the enterprise is also liable to report (which is otherwise optional) the 

data on delivery terms, the mode of transport and the statistical value. In 2009 the statistical 

value threshold was set at EUR 9,000,000 for dispatches of goods and at EUR 4,000,000 for 

arrivals of goods. The exemption threshold is determined at the level which must provide the 

statutory coverage rate which is specified in the relevant legal provisions regarding intra-EU 

trade statistics; actually that means that at least 97% of a country’s total values of dispatches 
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and arrivals of goods needs to be reported for Intrastat. A Member State is therefore allowed 

to make estimates for not more than 3% of total values of dispatches and arrivals of goods 

with other Member States. 

 

The obligation to report data for Intrastat can also occur during the current year, if the 

cumulative value of trade in goods of an enterprise has exceeded the exemption threshold for 

one or both flows since the beginning of the current year. This can be determined from data 

on supplies of goods to other Member States and data on acquisitions of goods from other 

Member States which enterprises report on their VAT declarations. The enterprise starts 

reporting data for Intrastat from the month when the value of the exemption threshold was 

exceeded.  

 

Intrastat data need to be reported by every VAT reporting subject which engages in the intra-

EU trading of goods and has exceeded the exemption threshold for one or both flows of 

goods. 

 

The Statistical Office of the Republic of Slovenia (SURS) determines and verifies the 

obligation to report data for Intrastat on a monthly basis. The list of reporting units, i.e. 

enterprises obliged to report data (for the current year) are determined on the basis of total 

value of dispatches and/or arrivals the enterprise reported for Intrastat in the preceding year, 

and also on the basis of data on total value of supplies and/or acquisitions of goods to/from 

other Member States the enterprise reported in its VAT declarations in the preceding year. 

 

The enterprise is liable to report data for the flow of goods whose value of trade in goods 

exceeded the exemption threshold. Until the notification about obligation termination is 

received the enterprise is obliged to report its data. Reporting units are informed about their 

obligation about reporting status by the Customs Administration of the Republic of Slovenia. 

 

Table 0.1 shows the number of reporting units by each year according to specific flow of 

goods (arrivals, dispatches or both) and according to its threshold. The table shows that in the 

first couple of years the number of reporting units increased each successive year except in 

2007 when the number of reporting units (in case of dispatches) decreased due to increase in 

the exemption threshold value, i.e. from EUR 85,000 to EUR 200,000. In 2009 the number of 

reporting units decreased by 10% in case of arrivals of goods compared to 2008 data.  

 

 

Table 0.1: Reporting units
1)

, 2004-2009  

 
 
 
 
 

Year 

Number of reporting units 
obliged to report on arrivals  

 

Number of reporting units 
obliged to report on dispatches 

 

Number of reporting units 
obliged to report for both 

arrivals and dispatches 
 

Total 

Number of reporting 
units above the 
statistical value 

threshold 
 Total  

Number of reporting 
units above the 
statistical value 

threshold 
 Total 

Number of 
reporting units 

above the 
statistical value 

threshold 
 

2004 4,806 577 1,723 197 1,133 164 

2005 5,090 574 1,989 200 1,382 165 

2006 5,963 681 2,380 215 1,609 168 

2007 6,875 709 2,004 214 1,505 175 

2008 7,584 811 2,289 242 1,682 198 

2009 6,807 702 2,281 244 1,609 194 
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1) Reporting units liable to report data for Intrastat in December of each year. 

 

 

Key Variables  
Regarding the Intrastat statistical survey the key variables are statistical value of goods, net 

mass of goods, quantity in supplementary unit, the 8-digit code of the Combined 

Nomenclature (CN) and the partner country (of consignment in case of arrivals of goods and 

of destination in case of dispatches of goods). 

 

 

Key Statistics 
The key statistics which are published are total value of the trade in goods with other Member 

States in regard to dispatches and arrivals of goods for given time periods, index about 

dynamics of the trade in goods, presentation of the trade in goods data (values and quantities) 

by products (CN, SITC, BEC, SKD) and presentation of the trade in goods data (values and 

quantities) by partner countries. 

 

 

 

Questionnaire  
The paper reporting forms are available in the Slovene language at 

http://www.stat.si/intrastat.asp, the Slovene version of the web reporting forms is accessible at 

http://intrastat-surs.gov.si 

 

 

http://www.stat.si/intrastat.asp
http://intrastat-surs.gov.si/
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1 Relevance  

1.1 Rate of Unavailable Statistics  

The rate of unavailable statistics is 0.   

 

2 Accuracy  

2.1 Sampling Errors 

2.1.1 Sampling Error 

Not relevant, because the survey is not based on a random sample. 

 

2.2 Coverage Bias 

2.2.1 Coverage Bias 

 

2.3 Non-Sampling Errors  

2.3.1 Non-Response Errors  

2.3.1.1 Unit Non-Response Rate 

This indicator presents the share of reporting units that did not report any of the required data. 

The share is determined as the ratio between the number of units that did not sent any data 

and the number of all adequate units. In the table below the values of the indicator are 

presented by month, for 2009. 
 

Table 2.1: Non-response rate in final data for 2009, by month 

 Flow I. II. III. IV. V. VI. VII. VIII. IX. X. XI. XII. 

Average  

value 

Number of adequate 
units 
 

dispatches 2,011 2,024 2,036 2,054 2,065 2,099 2,112 2,122 2,165 2,194 2,235 2,281 2,117 

arrivals 6,166 6,169 6,208 6,249 6,274 6,340 6,384 6,429 6,523 6,600 6,676 6,807 6,402 

Non-response  
number 

dispatches 1 1 2 2 1 1 1 1 2 2 2 1 1.42 

arrivals 0 1 1 2 1 3 4 5 6 10 8 12 4.42 

Non-response rate 
(%) 

dispatches 0.05 0.05 0.10 0.10 0.05 0.05 0.05 0.05 0.09 0.09 0.09 0.04 0.07 

arrivals 0.00 0.02 0.02 0.03 0.02 0.05 0.06 0.08 0.09 0.15 0.12 0.18 0.07 

 

2.3.1.2 Item Non-Response Rate 

The item non-response rate is the same as the unit non-response rate. Because of validity 

checks, which are carried out before the data are entered into the database, there are no 

missing data for items in the reporting forms. 
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2.3.1.3 Imputation Rate 

The share of imputed data is equal to the unit non-response rate, because in case of unit non-

response the data for all items are imputed. 

 

2.3.2 Coverage Errors 

2.3.2.1 Overcoverage Rate  

The overcoverage error presents the number or share of inadequate units in the frame in 

relation to all units in the frame. The number of units that present the overcoverage error can 

be separated into inadequate units and units whose obligation to report data for Intrastat has 

been repealed. 

 

Inadequate units are those which were, due to incomplete or erroneous information, 

temporarily included in the frame, but they do not belong there (e.g. an enterprise was 

included on the basis of the erroneous data on acquisitions or supplies reported in its VAT 

declaration). Also an enterprise can be temporarily and erroneously included among reporting 

units because it was engaged in the trading of goods which should not be reported for 

Intrastat; however, such data could be reported in VAT declarations (e.g. computer software, 

licenses, triangular trade in goods, supply of “B2B”services). When the enterprise which was 

erroneously included among Intrastat reporting units notifies SURS about proper facts, SURS 

immediately repeals the obligation.  

 

Overcoverage also includes those units which were obliged to report data at the time when 

they were included in the frame but afterwards their obligation was repealed due to changes in 

their legal status (e.g. bankruptcy, merger, liquidation, transfer of business, etc). 

 

Among inadequate units we can also count those enterprises which would be liable to report 

data for Intrastat on the basis of data from the preceding year, but in the current year the 

enterprise has not exceeded the exemption threshold. As a rule, reporting obligation of an 

enterprise lasts (unless repealed) for a period of 12 months from the exact month in which the 

exemption threshold was exceeded, irrespective of the value of its trade in goods with other 

Member States at the current moment. In 2009 SURS (in accordance with annual exclusion of 

reporting units) repealed obligation to report data for Intrastat for approximately 290 

enterprises regarding dispatches of goods and 1400 enterprises regarding arrivals of goods.  

 
Table 2.2: Overcoverage rate in 2009, by month 

  Flow I. II. III. IV. V. VI. VII. VIII. IX. X. XI. XII. 
Average 
value 

Number of units liable 
to report  

arrivals 6,166 6,169 6,208 6,249 6,274 6,340 6,384 6,429 6,523 6,600 6,676 6,807 6,402 

dispatches 2,011 2,024 2,036 2,054 2,065 2,099 2,112 2,122 2,165 2,194 2,235 2,281 2,117 

Number of inadequate 
units 

arrivals 55 7 8 9 14 14 15 16 18 17 13 6 16 

dispatches 46 5 9 7 12 8 14 7 4 4 3 4 10 

Overcoverage rate (%) 

arrivals 0.9 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.3 0.3 0.2 0.1 0.3 

dispatches 2.3 0.2 0.4 0.3 0.6 0.4 0.7 0.3 0.2 0.2 0.1 0.2 0.5 

 

2.3.2.2 Share of erroneously classified units 

While conducting this survey we do not verify whether the units were classified according to 

a certain classification. Therefore this share cannot be calculated. 
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2.3.3 Measurement Errors 

2.3.3.1 Editing Rate 

The editing rate is the ratio between the number of units whose reported data had to be 

subsequently corrected and the number of all the units that reported the data. The table below 

presents the editing rate performed by standard credibility data checks, by month, for 2009. 

 
Table 2.3: Corrections of reported data performed by standard credibility data checks, by month, for 2009 

 

In order to provide even better quality of reported data, besides standard credibility data 

checks numerous other data checks are also performed. Most subsequently detected errors 

relate to inadequate designation of goods by the 8-digit code of the Combined Nomenclature, 

then to erroneous reporting about the net mass data and/or the quantity in supplementary unit 

data. The errors which are detected during comparison between Intrastat data and VAT 

declarations data are in most cases due to certain inconsideration of methodological 

differences between the Intrastat and VAT declarations when filling in the relevant data. Data 

corrections are often caused by partial reporting of data for Intrastat (e.g. some data were not 

reported). 

 

2.3.4 Rate of the Coherence of Data Sources 

 

3 Timeliness and Punctuality  

3.1 Timeliness  

3.1.1 Timeliness of the First Results  

Timeliness of the first release of the survey data is determined as the difference between the 

date of the first release and the end of the reference period (in this case the last day of the 

month the data refer to). The data on timeliness of the first release are presented in the table 

below, in the form T+x, where T means the end of the reference period and x the number of 

days.  
 

Table 3.1: Timeliness of the First Results, by months, for 2009 

Reference period: 2009 I. II. III. IV. V. VI. VII. VIII. IX. X. XI. XII. 
Average  
value 

Date of publishing 
(DD.MM.YY) 12.3.09 9.4.09 8.5.09 9.6.09 10.7.09 7.8.09 9.9.09 9.10.09 9.11.09 10.12.09 8.1.10 9.2.10   

Time lag (days) T+40 T+40 T+38 T+40 T+40 T+38 T+40 T+39 T+40 T+40 T+39 T+40 T+40 

 
 

 I. II. III. IV. V. VI. VII. VIII. IX. X. 
 

XI. XII. 

Number of received records 

 
260,340 284,290 311,182 282,342 279,933 291,843 296,931 257,998 310,840 315,865 300,416 265,952 

Number of corrected records 

 
5,706 6,996 6,964 5,785 6,389 6,077 6,603 6,129 8,295 7,431 7,516 6,705 

Correction rate ( %) 2.2 2.5 2.2 2.0 2.3 2.1 2.2 2.4 2.7 2.4 2.5 2.5 



 Litostrojska cesta 54, SI-1000 Ljubljana, Slovenia 
Phone: +386 1 241 64 00; fax: +386 1 241 53 44; e-mail: gp.surs@gov.si; website: www.stat.si 

9/1
6 

 

3.1.2 Timeliness of Final Results  

During the year all the results undergo monthly revisions, i.e. monthly corrections for all the 

past months of the current year. That is because reporting units report supplemented or 

corrected data for previous months. For 2009 data supplements and corrections could be 

reported up to a specific date in May 2010.The detailed final survey results are then published 

in the SI-STAT database in June for the previous year, in line with SURS’s Advance Release 

Calendar (according to Eurostat recommendations, Member States are obliged to report the 

detailed final data for the previous year by the end October of the current year). 

 
Table 3.2: Timeliness of Final Results  

Reference period: 2009 I. II. III. IV. V. VI. VII. VIII. IX. X. XI. XII. 
Average  
value 

Date of publishing 
(DD.MM.YY) 15.6.10 15.6.10 15.6.10 15.6.10 15.6.10 15.6.10 15.6.10 15.6.10 15.6.10 15.6.10 15.6.10 15.6.10  

Time lag (days) T+ 500 T+472 T+441 T+411 T+380 T+350 T+319 T+288 T+258 T+227 T+197 T+166 T+334 

 

 

3.2 Punctuality 

3.2.1 Punctuality of the First Results  

Punctuality of the first release of the data is calculated as the difference between the 

announced and the actual date of publication. The table below presents the punctuality of 

publishing the First Results. 
 

Table 3.3: Announcements and Publishing of the First results 

Reference period: 2009 I. II. III. IV. V. VI. VII. VIII. IX. X. XI. XII. 
Average  
value 

Announced date  
(DD.MM.YY) 12.3.09 9.4.09 8.5.09 9.6.09 10.7.09 7.8.09 9.9.09 9.10.09 9.11.09 10.12.09 8.1.10 9.2.10  

Publishing date 
(DD.MM.YY) 12.3.09 9.4.09 8.5.09 9.6.09 10.7.09 7.8.09 9.9.09 9.10.09 9.11.09 10.12.09 8.1.10 9.2.10  

Time lag (days) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

 

4 Accessibility and Clarity 

4.1 Accessibility  

4.1.1 Channels Used for the Dissemination  

 

Table 4.1: Channels Used for Dissemination 

No.  Channels        Used 

1 

Website 

(e.g. First Release, E-release) YES 

2 Ad hoc prepared data for users according to their specification YES 

3 Digital media (data on diskettes, CDs, etc.) YES 

4 Data available through telephone answering machine  NO 

5 Data presented at a Press Conference YES
1)

 

6 General printed publications YES 
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(e.g. Statistical Yearbook, Slovenia in Figures) 

7 

Thematic printed publications 

(e.g. Rapid Reports, Brochures) NO 

8 

External databases 

(e.g. Social Science Data Archives, Eurostat, OECD databases) YES 

9 Statistically protected micro data YES 
1) Data were presented together with the quarterly BDP data. 

 

4.1.2 Rate of Channels Used  

The rate of channels used for data dissemination was 77.8%. 

 

4.1.3 Means Used for Dissemination 

 

Table 4.2: Means used for dissemination 

 

No.  Means Used 

1.1 SURS website YES 

1.2 Websites of authorized institutions of the Slovene statistical system  YES 

1.3 Databases accessible through www (BSP, SISTAT – PC AXIS) YES 

1.4 Websites of international organisations YES 

1.5 Thematic website (e.g. 2002 Census) NO 

2.1 Written demands for data YES 

2.2 Giving information by phone  YES 

3.1 CDs, diskettes, disks YES 

3.2 Internet (e-mails, protocols) YES 

4.1 Answering machine  NO 

5.1 News conferences YES 

6.1 Yearbook  YES 

6.2 Slovenia in Figures YES 

6.3 Some Important Statistics on Slovenia YES 

7.1 First Release YES 

7.2 Rapid Reports NO 

7.3 Results of Surveys NO 

7.4 

Special (e.g. Review of Transport) and occasional publications (e.g. 

Censuses in Slovenia 1948-1991) NO 

7.5 Eurostat publications  YES 

7.6 Publications of other international organisations (OECD, IMF) YES 

8.1 Databases for internal use at SURS YES 

8.2 Databases accessible to other data users  NO 

 

4.1.4 Rate of Means Used 

The rate of means used was 72.7%. 
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4.2 Clarity  

4.2.1 Results Presented  

The results are presented as absolute figures; in the table containing data on export, import, 

trade balance and export import coverage the data are also presented as relative figures; in the 

table containing export and imports indices the data are presented as indices. 

4.2.2 Level (Detail) of Presentation 

In the SI-STAT database data are, in most of the tables, presented as monthly (by months) and 

as cumulative (the total of the months until the last month) data. The data on export and 

import by the 2-, 4-, 6-, 8-digit code of the Combined Nomenclature and by partner countries 

are presented only as cumulative data. Data on values and quantities of export and import by 

the 2-, 4- and 6-digit code of the Combined Nomenclature and by partner countries are shown 

in EUR 1,000, USD 1,000 and in 1,000 kg. Data regarding quantities of export and import by 

the 8-digit code of the Combined Nomenclature and by partner countries are also presented 

(where applicable) in supplementary units. 

 

Data on export and import by months are presented in several tables. The first table presents 

data on export, the trade balance in EUR 1,000, in USD 1,000 except export import coverage 

which is presented in %. The table Export and Import by Partner Countries presents export 

and import by trading partner countries in EUR 1,000, in USD 1,000 and in 1,000 kg. The 

table Export and Import by Economic Grouping of Countries presents data on export and 

import by economic groupings of countries in EUR 1,000, in USD 1,000 and in 1,000 kg; (see 

the breakdown below). The table Exports and Imports by the Standard International Trade 

Classification (SITC) presents the data by sectors and divisions of the mentioned 

classification in EUR 1,000, in USD 1,000 and in 1,000 kg. The table Exports and Imports by 

the Classification by Broad Economic Categories (BEC) shows the data by categories and 

subcategories of the mentioned classification in EUR 1,000, in USD 1,000 and in 1,000 kg. 

The table Exports and Imports by the Standard Classification of Activities (SKD) presents the 

data on export and import by sections and divisions of this classification in EUR 1,000, in 

USD 1,000 and in 1,000 kg. Data are presented by “product code activity”, i.e. activity which 

is associated with production of certain products (not by the activity the enterprise is 

classified). Due to revision of this classification, the data on export and import are presented 

in two separate tables: the first contains data on export and import for the 2000-2007 period 

and the second contains data on export and import from 2008 onwards, according to the 

revised version of the classification (Standard Classification of Activities 2008).  

 

The tables containing cumulative (total of the months until the last month) data are presented 

in the same manner.  

 

The breakdown of the economic groupings of countries: 

- European Union 

- Non-EU member countries  

- Economic Monetary Union 

- Non-member countries of the Economic Monetary Union. 
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5 Comparability  

5.1 Comparability over Time 

5.1.1 Length of Comparable Time Series 

Comparable time series of data for Intrastat, calculated according to standard and current 

methodology, are available from May 2004, i.e. since the set-up of the Intrastat system in 

Slovenia. The introduction of this statistical survey represents the turning point in regard to 

the manner of collecting external trade statistics data. Prior to Intrastat introduction the data 

collection was based on customs declarations data (this still applies for Extrastat). The basic 

break regarding data series is the change in concept how external trade is monitored by 

trading partner countries in case of the import i.e., arrivals (for Intrastat). Within the intra-EU 

trade statistics the partner country (Member State) for arrivals is the country (Member State) 

of consignment, and the partner country (Member State) for dispatches, the country (Member 

State) of destination. Whereas within the statistics about the trading of goods with non-EU 

member countries (Extrastat) the partner country for import of goods is the country of origin 

(prior to May 2004, within the entire statistics on the trading of goods the partner country for 

import of goods was the country of origin). In order to ensure comparable time series of data 

(by partner countries) presented on the SI-STAT data portal and in the Slovenian Statistical 

Yearbook the data for imports from January 2000 to April 2004 were adjusted to the 

methodology proper to the Intrastat statistical survey, so that the data on imports are presented 

by the country of consignment regarding the trade in goods with Member States and by the 

country of origin regarding the trade in goods with non-EU member countries. 

5.1.2 Breaks in Time Series 

In the Intrastat statistical survey there are two breaks in time series. The first break refers to 

presentation of data on export and import by the Standard Classification of Activities product 

code. In January 2008 a revised version of the classification (Standard Classification of 

Activity 2008) replaced the previous version of the classification (Standard Classification of 

Activity 2002). Thus the data on export and import, which are classified according to the 2002 

version of the classification, are available from January 2002 to December 2007; the data on 

export and import, classified according to the revised version of the classification, are 

available from January 2008 onwards. The second break in time series occurred with the 

accession of Bulgaria and Romania to the EU in 2007. The number of Member States of the 

European Union increased from 25 to 27 and this has had an impact on the volume and 

structure of Slovenia’s trade in goods with Member States. 

5.2 Geographical Comparability  

5.2.1 Comparability with Other Members of the European Statistical System 

Ideally the methodology of monitoring the trade in goods within the European Union area 

should be entirely comparable. In case of Intrastat, geographical comparability is determined 

by comparing the opposite flows of two Member States, which is also known as the study of 

asymmetries in data. The total dispatches of goods from Member State A to Member State B 

should be practically equal to the total arrivals of goods to Member State B from Member 

State A. However, from the beginning of the Intrastat system bilateral comparisons of data 

revealed somewhat large and permanent data discrepancies between Member States. Because 

of that, when comparing Intrastat data between Member States some degree of caution and 

methodological differences need to be taken into account. The main reasons for discrepancies 



 Litostrojska cesta 54, SI-1000 Ljubljana, Slovenia 
Phone: +386 1 241 64 00; fax: +386 1 241 53 44; e-mail: gp.surs@gov.si; website: www.stat.si 

13/
16 

 

in data are different values of exemption thresholds across Member States, reporting unit non-

response, different methods for calculation of non-response estimates and estimates of the 

value of trade in goods below the exemption threshold, statistical confidentiality, triangular 

trade of goods, time lags (delays) in reporting data, erroneous sorting of products by the 8-

digit code of the Combined Nomenclature and other methodological differences concerning 

data reporting. 

 

5.3 Seasonal Adjustment 

Data on the trade in goods are not seasonally adjusted. 

 

6 Coherence   

6.1 Coherence between Provisional and Final Data 

6.1.1 Coherence between Provisional and Final Data  

Table 6.1 presents to what extent the final data differ from the data published in the First 

Release (T+40 days). In Chart 6.1 a line chart is used to present the difference between the 

final data and the first published data; it can be seen that the discrepancy between the former 

and the latter data is quite small. The discrepancy is even smaller between the first published 

detailed data (T+70 days) and the final data (this comparison is not shown here).  

 
Table 6.1: Provisional (T+40 days) and final data values of dispatches and arrivals of goods, 2009, EUR 1,000 

 Flow I. II. III. IV. V. VI. VII. VIII. IX. X. XI. XII. 

Provisional  data 
(T+40 days) 

dispatches 866,095 884,070 965,567 881,294 908,666 983,765 954,757 702,706 1,059,878 1,045,387 1,034,338 815,414 

arrivals 951,195 1,003,503 1,139,189 1,017,142 1,040,915 1,094,095 1,133,046 965,655 1,194,535 1,232,311 1,202,086 1,087,228 

Final data 

dispatches 884,679 904,896 984,478 880,889 925,874 994,073 949,189 704,646 1,046,989 1,045,785 1,037,479 824,854 

arrivals 982,526 1,032,084 1,171,696 1,067,543 1,056,759 1,114,979 1,170,776 993,188 1,219,049 1,284,295 1,238,841 1,143,996 

Difference (%) 

dispatches 2.1 2.3 1.9 0.0 1.9 1.0 -0.6 0.3 -1.2 0.0 0.3 1.1 

arrivals 3.2 2.8 2.8 4.7 1.5 1.9 3.2 2.8 2.0 4.0 3.0 5.0 
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Chart 6.1: Provisional (T+40 days) and final data from Intrastat, 2009 

 

 

6.2 Coherence with the Results of the Reference Survey 

6.2.1 Reference Survey 

Sources of comparison: the survey data are compared to relevant monthly data from VAT 

declarations. 

 

The variables compared: the data which are compared are the VAT identification number of 

the enterprise, the reference period , the value of supplies of goods to other Member States 

(field 12 in VAT declaration ), and the value of acquisitions of goods from other Member 

States (field 32 in VAT declaration). 

6.2.2 Coherence with Reference Data  

The data on arrivals and dispatches collected through the Intrastat system somewhat differ 

from the data on acquisitions and supplies of goods from/to other Member States, which are 

reported in VAT declarations. However, these differences account for not more than 5% of 

the total value of trade in goods with Member States. In general, VAT declarations data 

values are slightly lower than Intrastat data values, partially because e.g. data on processing 

are not reported in VAT declarations. 

 

The main methodological differences between Intrastat and the VAT system of collecting data 

refer to differences in obligation to report processing, financial leasing, stage payments (no 

goods movement), goods movement after stage payments, goods free of charge, goods subject 

to excise duty, goods delivered with supplier arranging assembly or installation, triangular 

trade, returning goods and supplementary deliveries of goods. Apart from that, there is a time 

lag between both systems regarding data reporting. Also, according to the methodology of 

trade in goods, the movement of goods (i.e. physical flow) ought to be monitored, while the 

VAT system monitors the invoice flow; supplies/acquisition of goods are monitored 

according to the moment of issue of the invoice. Because of the mentioned differences, in 
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order to get methodologically comparable data, certain types of transactions need to be 

excluded before comparing Intrastat data to VAT data an enterprise has reported for a given 

reference period. Larger differences can also arise due to incorrect reporting of data 

concerning certain transactions in VAT declarations (e.g. value of triangular trade, value of 

goods in transit and similar errors). 

 

7 Costs and Burdens  

7.1 Survey Costs of the Office  

In order to calculate SURS’s costs for conducting the Intrastat statistical survey, we took into 

account the number of working hours spent for conducting the survey at the External Trade 

Statistics Department. The survey related material costs which occur at SURS are primarily 

due to maintenance of the entire information system needed for functioning/operating the 

Intrastat system (these costs are not shown). Material costs related to data collection from 

reporting units are covered by the Customs Administration of the Republic of Slovenia as 

these tasks are their responsibility.  

 

Table 7.1: Burden of the Intrastat survey on the Statistical Office, 2009 

Total time spent (hours) 3,405 

 

 

7.2 Burden of Reporting Units  

 

Data on the required time and the costs burdening the reporting units in order to conduct their 

Intrastat survey obligation are taken from a survey which was carried out in 2007 in the 

framework of the Eurostat program Transition Facility 2004. For further analysis, the 

reporting units were divided into two groups, depending on their mode of reporting (either 

they report the data by themselves or via a third person (a declarant)). The survey covered 

only those enterprises which exceeded the statistical value threshold (the sample covered 

about 10% of all the reporting units in Slovenia). The burden of a reporting unit was 

calculated as the median of the number of hours per month that the reporting unit needed to 

complete the Intrastat declaration about dispatches and/or arrivals of goods. The survey 

results revealed that enterprises that reported data themselves needed 7 hours per month to 

complete a declaration on dispatches and 15 hours per month to complete a declaration on 

arrivals of goods. The monthly costs of sending the Intrastat declarations through the system 

for electronic exchange of messages and the maintenance of the application amounted to EUR 

54 per month (the other enterprises did not have any costs with data reporting), if the median 

of the costs of enterprises is taken into account. The other group comprised enterprises which 

reported via a third person (a declarant). These enterprises just prepared the invoices, i.e. 

relevant data required to be entered into the declaration, and then forward the relevant data to 

the third person (the declarant) who on behalf of the enterprise completes and sends the 

Intrastat declaration on monthly basis. The survey results revealed that such enterprises 

needed 8 hours per month (the median value was taken into account, total for the flows in 

both directions) to prepare the relevant data for the third person (the declarant). The cost of 

services of a declarant amounted to about EUR 160 per month (the median value was taken 

into account).  
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