




At its 23rd regular session on 10 May 2007

the Statistical Council of the Republic of Slovenia

discussed the Report on Implementation of the Annual Programme of Statistical Surveys for 2006

and adopted the following

CONCLUSIONS

1. The Statistical Council of the Republic of Slovenia took note of the Report on Implementation of the

Annual Programme of Statistical Surveys 2006 and proposed that the Director General of the

Statistical Office of the Republic of Slovenia adopt the report, taking into account remarks given by

Council members.

2. On the basis of a very well prepared report, the Statistical Council of the Republic of Slovenia finds

that the Statistical Office of the Republic of Slovenia, together with the authorised producers of

official statistics, successfully performed the tasks planned for 2006; the Statistical Council would

like to thank everyone who cooperated in this effort.

RUDOLFMOGE

President of the Statistical Council of the Republic of Slovenia
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INTRODUCTION BY DIRECTOR GENERAL

In 2006 the Slovenian national statistics service continued its efforts to
implement European statistical standards and improve the quality of
statistical data, as well as their international comparability. The success of
its efforts is demonstrated by the extremely positive evaluation received
by the Statistical Office of the Republic of Slovenia from the peer reviews
conducted by Eurostat, the European Central Bank and ECOFIN, when
they evaluated the SORS’ contribution to Slovenia’s entry into the euro
area. Data measured on the basis of the Maastricht criteria stood the test
of peer review; Slovenian national statistics and their main producer and
coordinator, the Statistical Office of the Republic of Slovenia (SORS),
have successfully implemented the tasks laid out for them in national
programmes for euro adoption. Thanks to good cooperation with various
government institutions, especially the Bank of Slovenia, the Ministry of
Finance, the Institute for Macroeconomic Analysis and Development, and
the Slovenian Consumers’ Association, the transition to the new currency
in Slovenia was evaluated as successful.

Preparations for the presidency of the Council Working Group on Statistics took place simultaneously with
intensive inclusion into the management bodies of the European Statistical System and the Conference of
European Statisticians. This has contributed to Slovenia obtaining permanent observer status in the OECD
Committee on Statistics, which enabled our country to publish its data in the OECD’s databases. This is especially
important as it led to an invitation for membership, and we like to think that the SORS with its successful
international cooperation and promotion of the quality of Slovenian national statistics contributed to this important
event.

As the result of its reputation within the EU, in 2006 the SORS received many invitations to offer technical
assistance, especially in the Western Balkan countries and Turkey.

The SORS fulfilled its principal motto of “user friendly and trustworthy statistics” through efforts to improve the
quality, timeliness and adequacy of statistics, as well as user friendly access to statistical data via the central
channel for statistical data dissemination, i.e. its website: www.stat.si.

The cooperation of more than 500 experts from ministries, institutes, universities and enterprises, which are
members of 25 statistical advisory committees, as well as the cooperation of other users and data providers,
together with the exchange of knowledge, constituted a good basis for identifying and recording the needs of users
for statistical data, and at the same time common preparation of the programme of statistical surveys.

The SORS focused special attention on the reduction of administrative barriers in its activities, and in cooperation
with other institutions eliminated unnecessary data collection and replaced it with administrative sources or
simplified it by other means, both at the level of data providers and of producers of statistics.

The Statistical Council of the Republic of Slovenia, which is the highest methodological advisory body for the field
of statistics in the country, has been informed about all the most important SORS activities; it evaluated the work
of all authorised producers of official statistics in 2006 as very successful.

As coordinator of the system of national statistics in Slovenia, the SORS would like to thank all its partners in the
statistical system – the Bank of Slovenia, the Ministry of Finance, the Agency for Public Legal Records and Related
Services, the Institute of Public Health of the Republic of Slovenia, the Employment Service of Slovenia, the Health
Insurance Institute of Slovenia, and the Pension and Disability Insurance Institute of Slovenia – for the successful
implementation of tasks in 2006. We would also like to thank all individuals and institutions that cooperated in
statistical surveys or with their data sources contributed to quality statistics, as well as partners in the European
Statistical System and our users, who in 2006 showed their trust in us. We will certainly try to justify their trust in the
future.

IRENA KRIŽMAN, MA,
Director General, the SORS
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INTRODUCTION

The Statistical Office of the Republic of Slovenia (SORS) as the main producer of official statistics in Slovenia, together
with other producers of official statistics – the Agency for Public Legal Records and Related Services, the Bank of
Slovenia, the Institute of Public Health of the Republic of Slovenia, the Ministry of Finance, the Pension and Disability
Insurance Institute of Slovenia, the Employment Service of Slovenia, and the Health Insurance Institute of Slovenia –
present the content fulfilled on the basis of the Annual Programme of Statistical Surveys for 2006. This introduction
highlights the most important events in this year.

Transition to the euro
On its website, the SORS informed its users throughout the year about preparations for changing the national currency.
Euro adjustments were necessary both for managing statistical surveys and for publishing data at the SORS, as well as in
the broader system represented by authorised producers of national statistics. For monitoring price changes before and
after euro introduction, the SORS concluded an agreement with the Ministry of the Economy, the Consumer Protection
Office and the Slovenian Consumers’ Association. Namely, the Slovenian Consumers’ Association monitored and
published data on the prices of individual goods and services, and warned about unjustified price increases, while in
addition to the usual monitoring of prices and publication of the consumer price index, the SORS issued some special
publications about the impact of euro adoption on the prices of goods and services in Slovenia.

Preparation for the presidency of the Council Working Group on Statistics from 1 January–30 June 2008
The SORS began with preparations for the presidency at the end of 2005. It adopted a position paper for the presidency,
which states the basic tasks and activities of the SORS for the preparation and implementation of the presidency of the
Council Working Group on Statistics; appoints people responsible for individual phases of work; and determines the
timetable. The SORS presented the project to authorised producers of official statistics and the Statistical Council of the
Republic of Slovenia. All SORS employees involved in the project attended training programmes set up for this purpose at
the level of general government. Within the SORS a special core working group of four members was formed, which,
together with subject matter specialists, studies legislative proposals under discussion and prepares appropriate position
papers for Slovenia. Likewise, the core working group started with detailed treatment of dossiers which are expected to
be discussed by the Council during Slovenia’s presidency. At the same time the core working group is preparing, together
with the extended working group, all materials relating to Slovenia’s presidency at the national and EU levels. In 2006 the
18 month presidency programme for the field of statistics was prepared together with the national statistical institutes of
Germany and Portugal.

Territorial breakdown of Slovenia
Consideration for data and the rational use of SORS sources was the basis of the SORS’ expert contribution to supporting
negotiations for the establishment of Slovenia’s regional breakdown at home and in the EU. According to the EU
Common Classification of Territorial Units for Statistics (NUTS), after 1 January 2008 Slovenia will be broken down into
Eastern and Western Slovenia. Upon the SORS’ proposal, in January 2006 the Slovenian government adopted the Decree
on the Standard Classification of Territorial Units, regulating the classification of the territory of the Republic of Slovenia
for statistical needs at levels lower than NUTS 3. Decision making concerning the number of regions in Slovenia continues
in 2007. If there are more than 13 (the relevant EU regulation defines the framework number of inhabitants for a territorial
unit), double presentation of statistical data will be necessary, i.e. for international comparisons at the level of adopted
NUTS 3 and separately for national purposes.

Real estate records
The Recording of Real Estate, State Border and Spatial Units Act envisages setting up a real estate register, one part of
which would be a register of dwellings. Due to technical problems, the deadline for implementing the real estate census
was prolonged by a decision of the government of the Republic of Slovenia. In addition, the collected data are not linked
with the Central Population Register and thus soon become outdated. This situation has an impact on the start of
implementing the SORS’ project of conducting the population and housing census in Slovenia. The SORS’ position is that
all data necessary for conducting the census should be obtained from administrative sources, thus reducing the burden of
reporting units and saving considerable funds necessary for census fieldwork.

International cooperation
The SORS was actively involved in the process of preparation and adoption of EU legislation in the field of statistics and in
the activities within the European Statistical System, where in 2006 Slovenia became amember of the Partnership Group.
Cooperation within the Conference of European Statisticians, organised within the United Nations Economic Commission
for Europe, continued, as did activities within the Bureau of the Conference, where the SORS director general is one of
the vice chairpersons. The SORS participated in the work of the United Nations Statistical Commission and in various
specialised agencies and special funds within various United Nations programmes. In 2006 cooperation with the OECD in
the field of statistics was further improved, as Slovenia obtained permanent observer status in the OECD Committee on
Statistics.
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Data protection and security
Today, information is available to interested persons as soon as they demonstrate an interest in it. Nowadays, it is
necessary to provide as many data as possible by publishing them on the Internet and offering them to the user in the
most easily understandable way possible. Any delay or non publication effectively means that the data do not exist. In
2006 the SORS recorded more than 6,500 visits to its website daily; in terms of the number of population, Eurostat
assessed that the SORS website was among the most frequently visited websites within the European Statistical System.
The next priority objective is to provide users with statistical data and information in one place. This objective is being
pursued in two ways: (i) by publishing data and information compiled by various institutions on the SORS website,
together with explanations of their meaning; and (ii) by providing the Internet addresses of institutions where certain data
are available. The SORS follows the satisfaction of users with its services through the activities of the statistical advisory
committees, which include more than 400 external members, as well as through its website and surveys. We conducted
the SORS Public Image Survey and the Quality of Statistical Data Survey. The results of both surveys are encouraging,
and the opinions obtained will be taken into account in planning and implementing further improvements. In order to
meet the needs of its users, the SORS is constantly improving its system of data protection and security.

Quality
The common goal directing the work of all producers of national statistics in 2006 was high quality and trustworthy
national statistics. The purpose of the European Statistics Code of Practice, applying to the whole European Statistical
System, is to strengthen confidence in institutions responsible for national statistics, with an emphasis on institutional
independence and high proficiency, and to improve the quality of national statistics. The medium term statistical
programme 2003–2007 already covers many principles of the code, and the Total Quality Management Strategy 2006–
2008 adopted by the SORS continues implementation of the quality system. In May 2007, a group composed of Eurostat
representatives and two representatives of statistical institutes of EU Member States performed a peer review of the
SORS. As the following five year medium term programme is already under preparation, the obligations of following the
principles of the code are an important element for authorised producers in their decision on whether they are also ready
to assume the responsibility of an authorised producer of national statistics in the medium term 2008–2012 programme.

Infrastructural projects
In addition to constant development and modernisation of applications and hardware in the SORS, in 2006 the main
emphasis was put on preparation of the ISIS project – development of the new Integrated Statistical Information System,
which will first be implemented in the field of business statistics. Much work was also done concerning the transfer of
processing from the central IBM 360 server to the SORS’ local environment, with some major projects also taking place in
various other fields (new external trade information technology system, modernisation of the dissemination database,
transmission of data in the register of vehicles, reform of transport statistics, etc.). In addition, the SORS successfully
carried out the adjustment of its software to the euro currency.

Classification of Economic Activities
The NACE classification, one of the basic European statistical standards for collecting and disseminating data on current
economic trends, as well as conditions and structural changes in the economy, will start to be used on 1 January 2008. This
classification is much more extensive than the existing one, and national breakdowns are also possible. The introduction
of the classification into statistical surveys and the administrative environment is taking place at the SORS within the
project Operation 2007, which also involves the Agency for Public Legal Records and Related Services (AJPES) as the
institution responsible for the Slovenian Business Register, while SORS has already examined the need for breakdown of
the classification and found that national breakdowns are necessary. It shall propose the relevant decree to be discussed
by the government in May 2007.

Classification system of education and training
Progress in the classification system of education and training was made with full support by both ministries responsible
in the field of education. The result of this cooperation is the adoption of the Decree on the Introduction and Use of the
Classification System of Education and Training (KLASIUS) in April 2006, and the adoption of the Agreement on
Cooperation in Introducing KLASIUS between the Ministry of Education and Sport, the Ministry of Higher Education,
Science and Technology, the Ministry of Labour, Family and Social Affairs, and the Statistical Office of the Republic of
Slovenia in April 2007.

Decreasing the burden of reporting units by using various data sources
The national statistics service has also strengthened user satisfaction (the users mostly also being data providers) through
an increasing use of administrative sources, with which it disburdens reporting units. The use of these sources has been
growing because the national statistics service has been intensively connecting with institutions, so that it has increasingly
learned how they monitor the content of their work and vice versa. Institutions have followed the recommendations of
the national statistics service concerning the keeping of their administrative sources in such a way that the data are also
useful for statistical purposes. To this end, in 2006 the SORS made new agreements on inter institutional cooperation.
Additional disburdening of reporting units has also been achieved through combining telephone and personal surveys,
and standardising questionnaires and notification letters. To disburden the reporting units, as well as the expert and



National statistics in Slovenia 2006

8 SORS with authorised producers

material sources of producers of national statistics, the following rationalisation of data collection was implemented: (i) In
cooperation with the Ministry of the Interior, the SORS abolished demographic questionnaires for reporting on birth,
marriage, recognition and determination of fatherhood, and adoption of a child. (ii) With the revision of cultural statistics,
made in cooperation with the ministry responsible for culture, questions concerning data already included in existing
records/bases have been abolished. (iii) The SORS is a participating institution in the task of producing a common
methodology for recording crimes from discovery to final judgement, and connection of the records of the police, offices
of the prosecutors, courts and prisons. (iv) We continue work on the project of establishing a multipurpose database of
social statistics, the aim of which is to enable, at a single place, access to several databases from different fields –
population, labour market, housings, social benefits, etc. (v) The annual survey on industry was partially changed in terms
of methodology. Companies now only report on the production of products in a single unit of measurement. (vi) The
interval of monitoring construction activity abroad has changed from a quarter to half a year, as it was found that semi
annual data are sufficient for users. (vii) The monthly survey on the consumption of energy in manufacturing and
construction was replaced with an annual survey. (viii) Administrative data (data of the Tax Administration of the Republic
of Slovenia on value added tax) are used for calculation of the monthly movement in wholesale turnover. The data
provided by the Tax Administration will also reduce on site surveys in the field of hotels and restaurants and other
services. (ix) The quarterly survey on trade has been replaced by other sources. In cooperation with the Faculty of
Economics, Ljubljana, we changed the questionnaire for the annual survey on trade, taking account of the needs of data
users. (x) According to the agreement on cooperation between the SORS and the Post and Electronic Communications
Agency (APEK), users now send data on electronic communications services only to the APEK. (xi) The agreement
between the SORS and the Environmental Agency of the Republic of Slovenia on the rationalisation of collecting and
harmonisation of data in the field of environmental statistics primarily refers to the common collection of data on waste
statistics, emissions and biotic diversity, as well as data concerning charges for environmental protection. We continue
discussions concerning harmonisation in the collection of data in the field of water statistics and environmental accounts.

Other important achievements of the producers of national statistics in various statistical fields in 2006 are:
At the EU level, there is also a great interest in data on the economic aspects of migration for the needs of creating
migration policies. Within the project Improvement of the Quality and Availability of Migration Data, the SORS
prepared data on the socio economic characteristics of immigrants to Slovenia.

At the EU level, how to organise and finance lifelong learning is still an issue. In this regard, unsteady work (there are
fewer and fewer permanent positions) is the enemy of education and training. Through the five year survey on
continuing education and training of employees, the SORS collected data on the participation of employees in
different education programmes, working hours spent for this purpose, costs of employers, etc. The results will be
published by summer 2007.

At the end of 2006, the SORS completed a description of the sources and methods of gross national income
compilation. The description was prepared in line with the provisions of the regulation requiring each Member State
to submit to Eurostat a description of the methods and data sources used for estimating the gross national income
and its categories according to the European System of Accounts 1995. The SORS published the translation of the
first chapter on its website in January 2007, while the remaining chapters will be published when the majority of
discussions with Eurostat are finished, foreseen in autumn 2007.

In 2006 we published for the first time data on the compensation of employees by activity, broken down by
component, and data on gross capital formation by category, activity, institutional sector and product. We also
published for the first time data on quarterly non financial sectoral accounts, and for the first time the Bank of
Slovenia compiled quarterly financial accounts in line with the ECB directive, as well as quarterly financial accounts
for the government sector, with the cooperation of the Ministry of Finance and the SORS.

Together with the Bank of Slovenia, the SORS supplemented its methodology for the establishment of statistics on
foreign affiliates. Getting acquainted with and monitoring affiliated companies abroad will enable measurement of
the Europeanisation and internationalisation of production systems. The impact on processes of globalisation,
market liberalisation and changes in the organisation of company operation will be monitored through research on
the reasons for, volume and consequences of international outsourcing.

International statistical conference
Together with the Statistical Society of Slovenia, the SORS is the proud organiser of an annual international statistical
conference, as the readiness of the attendees to participate with their own contributions is growing every year. In addition
to the general topical issue of interest to most attendees, we also organise several thematic meetings in the form of round
tables. The 16th conference was entitled “Measurement of the Development Role and Efficiency of the Public Sector and
Policies”; individual sections involved the development function of the state, the efficiency of the public sector in the field
of health care, the revised Lisbon strategy and reforms, the introduction of the European Statistics Code of Practice and
other aspects of quality, and the development achievements of individual fields of statistics. Participants in the round
tables discussed the introduction of the reformed classification of activities, standards for the transmission and exchange
of data and metadata between national and international institutions, issues concerning ageing and the economic activity
of the population, and data in the field of food safety.
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I. STATISTICAL INFRASTRUCTURE

Tasks implemented in the field of infrastructure in 2006 followed the common goal of all authorised producers of
statistical surveys – high quality and trustworthy national statistics.

QUALITYmanagement in statistics and user oriented policy

The main emphasis in the introduction of quality elements in 2006 was placed on the introduction1 of the
European Statistics Code of Practice (hereinafter: code) into the work of the national statistics service. The code
was adopted in February 2005 and applies to the whole European Statistical System. The 15 principles of the
code, connected into three units (institutional environment, statistical processes and results), were created on
the basis of existing international standards and the European Statistical System’s declaration on quality.2 Its
purpose is twofold: through promotion and introduction of harmonised internationally recognised statistical
principles, methods and practices into national statistical offices, it endeavours to strengthen confidence in
institutions primarily by emphasising institutional independence and high proficiency, and to improve the quality
of statistics produced and transmitted to the environment by the national statistical offices.

Introduction of the
code and preparations
for peer review in 2007

In 2006 we continued work concerning the use and introduction of the code, both in the work of
the SORS and in the work of authorised producers in the national statistical system. Within the
European Statistical System, monitoring implementation of the code reached the second of three
levels envisaged – after the self assessment questionnaires of the national statistical offices and
Eurostat, the second level consists of peer reviews of the national offices, focusing on seven of the
15 principles of the code.3 These reviews constitute an external check on implementation, thus
contributing to the transparency of the process itself and the responsibility of all involved in the
European Statistical System.4 The peer review in Slovenia will take place in May 2007.

Total Quality
Management Strategy
at SORS 2006–2008

Responding to requirements set by the code, the SORS prepared the Total Quality Management
Strategy 2006–2008 (hereinafter: strategy),5 with which it continues implementation of the quality
system adopted with the Medium term Programme of Statistical Surveys 2003–2007,
supplementing it with specifically defined activities. The aim of the latter is to further increase
statistical quality and to establish a balance between the providers and users of statistical data and
information.

Strategic goals of the SORS in the field of quality
Concerning implementation of the 15 principles of the code on the basis of the four pillars6 within which the
SORS develops the field of quality, the strategy defines the following five strategic goals:

The professional independence of the national statistical system and authorisation for data collection are
preserved at least at the existing level.
Satisfaction of the needs of both users and providers of data should be balanced.
The quality of statistical products and services should be evaluated and published in a user friendly way
for most statistical surveys.
The process of statistical data processing should be reformed to achieve greater quality and efficiency of
the statistical system.
The values of quality, lifelong learning and development should be pursued by all employees.

1 See also Bohata, M. (2006): Implementation of the European Statistics Code of Practice: A Way towards High Quality in Community
Statistics. Contribution at the 16th annual Statistical Days, Radenci 2006 (http://www.stat.si/radenci/program_2006/VR_Bohatá.doc).
2 Further information on the code is available at http://www.stat.si/drz_stat_kakovost_kodeks.asp.
3 The following principles will be treated: Principle 1: Professional independence; Principle 2: Mandate for data collection; Principle 3:
Adequacy of resources; Principle 4: Quality commitment; Principle 5: Statistical confidentiality; Principle 6: Impartiality and objectivity;
Principle 15: Accessibility and clarity.
4 More information on implementation of the peer reviews in other countries within the European Statistical System is available at
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/portal/page?_pageid=2273,60152684&_dad=portal&_schema=PORTAL.
5 Access to the whole document: http://www.stat.si/doc/drzstat/kakovost/TQMStrategy_2006_eng.doc.
6 Taking account of the recommended conceptual quality framework, the SORS develops the field of quality within four main pillars: data
users and providers, human resources development, quality of statistical products and services, and process orientation.
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Promotion of the code The code and the strategy were presented to the Statistical Council of the Republic of Slovenia, the
statistical advisory committees and especially to authorised producers in the national statistical
system. We published promotional materials – a leaflet and posters with a brief presentation of the
contents of the code.

Measuring the quality of data in statistical surveys

Eurostat recommends statistical offices to use the standard report on the quality of statistical surveys, used by
most European countries. The quality indicators in the report enable a detailed overview of different components
of quality, as well as comparability between statistical surveys and between countries.

Standard report on
quality

According to the fourth principle of the code, “Quality commitment”, in 2006 the SORS adopted
supplementary recommendations, organisational instructions and an action plan for the
preparation of standard reports on quality. For each individual survey the reports are prepared in
intervals of three to five years, while annual (shorter) reports are compiled each year. In 2006 we
prepared nine standard reports on quality for 2005 for the following surveys:

labour force,
monthly survey on operation of enterprises registered in the activity of hotels and restaurants,
use of ICT in households and by individuals,
use of ICT in enterprises,
monthly survey on turnover, new orders and value of inventories in industry,
road freight transport,
tourist travel by the domestic population, and
monthly survey on wages paid by legal entities.

The reports (accessible on the website7) are intended for more demanding users of statistical data,
as they provide a detailed overview of the quality elements of statistical surveys. These elements
are: appropriateness of statistical concepts, accuracy of assessments, timeliness and punctuality of
publication, accessibility and clarity of information, comparability of statistics and consistency,
and, additionally, costs of statistical survey and burdens, and costs incurred by reporting units. To
follow the European standard concerning reporting on quality, the reports are also internationally
comparable.

Quality indicators We continued work in the field of the development of quality indicators8 and their positioning in
statistical production, enabling an automated calculation of certain indicators required. With the
introduction of standard methods for the measurement of data quality in all stages of data
collection and processing, the SORS endeavours to obtain a better overview of quality, which is
indispensable for the introduction of measures needed for its improvement.

Monitoring user satisfaction

In addition to the customary ways of communicating with users (statistical advisory committees9) and
monitoring user statistics (demand in the Information Centre and statistics on visits to the website), the SORS
also regularly conducts surveys on user satisfaction. Through these surveys it obtains information on the desires
and needs of users, and the results of the analysis are important in the preparation of detailed assessments of
the current situation in the national statistical system, as well as in the preparations of further activities for
harmonisation with the code. Statistical data that are fully suitable in terms of expertise and content lose a large
part of their value if they are not presented to users on time, appropriately and understandably, and in an
accessible way. Principle 11 of the code also refers to this: “European statistics must meet the needs of users.” In
2006 the SORS conducted two surveys monitoring user satisfaction.10

SORS Public Image
Survey 2006

A special telephone survey on the public image of the SORS, on the model of the Finnish statistical
office, was conducted in September for the first time. It was performed on a representative sample
of Slovenian households and measured the recognisability of the office among the general public,
and their confidence in statistical data.

7 Access the reports on the website (only in Slovene): http://www.stat.si/metodologija_porocila kakovost.asp.
8 Individual quality indicators can be roughly divided into production and user oriented types. The former measure quality from the
aspect of the producer, and the latter from the aspect of the user of statistical results.
9 Further information on advisory committees is available at http://www.stat.si/eng/drz_stat_sosveti.asp.
10 Detailed results of these and previous surveys are published on the website: http://www.stat.si/eng/drz_stat_zadovoljstvo.asp.
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The results showed that the SORS is better known by educated respondents; most of them believe
that the SORS always follows major events in the Slovenian economy, and as much as 60% of
respondents answered that statistical data do not influence their life decisions. According to the
respondents, the statistical data published by the SORS are mostly objective; they also believe that
the data of the SORS are at least partially understandable for most of Slovenia’s inhabitants. They
indicate the Internet and news from the mass media as their main sources of access to statistical
information.

Survey on the quality
of the statistical data
of the SORS

Within preparations for the peer review of implementation of the code’s principle, a survey among
key users of official statistics was conducted in November in line with the recommendations of
Eurostat.

The results of the survey show that confidence in national statistics is high. Most respondents
report that they can easily access data and that they can access an adequate amount of
information on SORS data (i.e. metadata). The survey shows that only somewhat more than half of
respondents know the publishing schedule, and this half reports that the data are published in line
with the dates announced. The respondents believe that the quality of Slovenian national statistics
compared to European statistics is at least at the same level or even better.

Development of statistical METHODOLOGY for improving the quality of
collecting, editing, processing and preparing statistical data

In 2006 the development tasks of the SORS concerning statistical methodology were directed towards the
development of sampling to meet new requirements for the reduction of the statistical burden and analytical
methods, with an intensive analysis of the wider use of administrative sources for the preparation of sample
frameworks and weighting, as well as improvement of assessment, especially in business surveys.

Disburdening of
companies and
agricultural holdings
through the use of
administrative sources

Development was primarily oriented towards disburdening companies and agricultural holdings
through the widest possible use of administrative sources, having both the role of secondary data
for weighting and the role of substitute primary data. Major work was done in the field of using
monthly data on value added tax,11 which the SORS, among others, uses as auxiliary data in short
term indicators.

Development of
surveys involving
individuals and
households

Development in the field of surveys involving individuals and households aimed at combining
telephone and personal surveys, and combining surveys and administrative sources (EU SILC),
which enables a lower cost and shorter duration of surveying, and consequently, better data
quality.

Standardisation of
questionnaires and
notification letters

In 2006 the SORS began intensive work on the standardisation of questionnaires and notification
letters, which is connected with preparations for large infrastructure projects at the SORS,12 which
will support efforts for standardisation in terms of information technology. The standardisation of
questionnaires and notification letters is important for harmonised, clear and understandable
communication between the SORS and the reporting units. When the reform is completed, the
changes made will mean simplified work for advisers.

Use of statistical methods for data protection

Another major methodological aspect of the SORS’ work, important in maintaining the protection of statistical
data, is the introduction of statistical methods preventing the disclosure of individual data in unindividualised
microdatabases and microdata, and the determination of disclosure probability. In 2006 the SORS continued
regular and developmental work on the protection of tables and microdata by means of the software packages
Argus and Argus.

11 See Marolt, K., Seljak, R. (2006): Use of Administrative Sources as a Means for Quick and Efficient Production of Short–Term Statistics
– Indices of Turnover in Wholesale Trade. Contribution at the 16th annual Statistical Days, Radenci 2006
(http://www.stat.si/radenci/program_2006/D4_Marolt_Seljak.doc, only in Slovene).
12 The two main such projects are: the Integrated Statistical Information System (ISIS), which will enable the establishment of a system for
processing primary and secondary statistical data for selected fields of business statistics; and the Social Statistics Database (PBSS), the
goal of which is to establish inter connectable statistical databases.
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Professional
participation in tasks
at the EU level

Slovenia was included in the work of the Eurostat working party for data protection for the Survey
on Living Conditions (EU SILC) as one of five countries. Besides this, it actively participated in the
project CENEX – Statistical Disclosure Control, conducted by the Dutch statistical office. The
project was multilayered, as it treated the whole field of data protection, from the examination of
the data protection situation in individual national statistical offices, and improvement of the
microdata and tables protection methodology, to the testing and improvement of the Argus
software packages. The SORS participated in the project as a member of the group for testing the
aforementioned software.

Electronic data processing and development of information technology

In addition to the constant development and modernisation of applications and hardware in the SORS, in
2006 the main emphasis was on preparation of the ISIS project – development of the new Integrated
Statistical Information System, which will first be implemented in the field of business statistics. Much work
was also done concerning the transfer of processing from the central server IBM 360 to the local environment
of the SORS, with some major projects also taking place in different fields (new external trade information
technology system, modernisation of the dissemination database, transmission of data in the register of
vehicles, reform of transport statistics, etc.). In addition, the SORS successfully carried out the adjustment of
the software to the euro.

ISIS – development of
the new Integrated
Statistical Information
System

In 2006 the SORS purchased the software and hardware needed for development of the new IT
system, as well as all the tender procedures for the project itself, which commenced
implementation at the end of the year and is expected to be concluded at the end of 2008. The
project comprises the establishment of infrastructure for electronic reporting, a statistical register
of companies and ametadata supported IT system for support to the statistical process.

Transfer of processing
from the central server
IBMOS/390 to the
local environment of
the SORS

In 2004 the office began to implement the action plan for the transfer of all processing from the
main server IBMOS/390 to the local environment of the SORS. The project was divided into several
subprojects, which covered the transfer of individual solutions and stages of the statistical process.
In 2006 the SORS successfully completed the transfer of processing from the system BETA93,
which thus ceased operation, and the transfer of all processing in the stage of the logical control of
data. Certain subprojects, such as the reform of the register of the economically active population,
the transfer of the stage of tabulations and the transfer of archive data, continue in 2007.

Adjustment of the
software to the euro

Within a special project, the SORS implemented the IT part of the adjustment to the euro, which
involved an extensive number of statistical surveys. Although certain activities in this area continue
in 2007, we can assess the adjustment as successful.

Projects in various
content areas

The year 2006 saw several projects in various content areas. Within the Intrastat project, we
established a new IT system in the field of foreign trade statistics and created a new technological
solution for the dissemination base, with major reforms also taking place in the fields of transport
statistics, prices, short term statistics, construction and groups of companies. The content of the
SORS website has been constantly upgraded; we produced an application for the preparation of
first releases and an application supporting the council of the director general, and much work was
invested in the preparation of data for analysis for the Strategic Council of the government of the
Republic of Slovenia. In 2006 the SORS also tested and utilised certain solutions for web reporting,
while the complete infrastructure will be created within the ISIS project.

IT strategy The SORS began to prepare an IT development strategy, which will be completed by summer
2007. The strategic goals of the SORS in the field of IT are the following:

Well computerised and efficient statistical process, supported with general user friendly IT
solutions
Efficient and satisfied internal and external users of IT services
Competent IT experts
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National and international standard CLASSIFICATIONS – efforts towards
common understanding and usage

In the preparation and implementation of statistical surveys, the national statistics service uses classifications
and nomenclatures adopted in Slovenia as national standards; these partly comprise adopted international
statistical standards, adjusted to the national needs.13 The use of standard classifications in administrative
databases is obligatory and has an impact on the quality and consistency of data in administrative records. It is
especially important in a register oriented national statistics service, endeavouring to capture data from records
and databases of government bodies and other entities.

Territorial classifications

Nomenclature of Territorial Units for Statistics (NUTS) and Standard Classification of Territorial Units (SKTE)

In 2006 the proposed changes for Slovenia at the NUTS 2 level were adopted, according to which Slovenia shall
be broken down into two cohesion regions. These changes will enter into force on 1 January 2008. The SORS will
have to adjust the data series in line with these changes.

Breakdown of Slovenia
according to the NUTS
classification

The EU Nomenclature of Territorial Units for Statistics (NUTS14) territorially breaks down EU
Member States at the first three levels according to common criteria. Thus, Regulation 1059/2003
and Regulation 1888/2005 amending Regulation 1059/2003 define the territorial breakdown of
Slovenia at the levels NUTS 1 (the whole of Slovenia), NUTS 2 (currently the whole of Slovenia;
from 1 January 2008, Vzhodna Slovenija and Zahodna Slovenija) and NUTS 3 (12 statistical
regions).

Change in the NUTS 2 level in Slovenia
In Slovenia there has been a change at the NUTS 2 level, according to which Slovenia is divided into two
cohesion regions, namely Vzhodna Slovenija and Zahodna Slovenija.. Vzhodna Slovenija (NUTS 2) comprises
the following statistical regions (NUTS 3): Pomurska, Podravska, Koroška, Savinjska, Zasavska,
Spodnjeposavska, Jugovzhodna Slovenija and Notranjsko kraška. Zahodna Slovenija (NUTS 2) comprises the
following statistical regions (NUTS 3): Osrednjeslovenska, Gorenjska, Goriška and Obalno kraška.

Decree on the
Standard Classification
of Territorial Units
(SKTE)

The Decree on the SKTE, adopted at the SORS’ proposal by the government of the Republic of
Slovenia at its 106th regular session on 25 January 2007, regulates the classification of the territory
of the Republic of Slovenia for the needs of statistics at levels lower than NUTS 3. EU regulations
stipulate that an individual unit at the NUTS 3 level measured with the average number of
inhabitants must have between 150,000 and 800,000 inhabitants. Taking these criteria into
account, Slovenia can have only 13 units at the NUTS 3 level. When discussing the draft decree on
the SKTE, the Statistical Council of the Republic of Slovenia pointed out that these criteria may
subsequently have an impact on preparatory legislation concerning the provinces and that – if it is
decided that Slovenia should have more than 13 provinces – a double presentation of statistical
data will be necessary, i.e. for international comparisons at the level of the recognised NUTS 3
(maximally 13 units) and separately for national purposes in the case it is decided that there should
be more than 13 provinces.

The implementation and maintenance of the Decree on the SKTE is the responsibility of the SORS
on the basis of territorial changes taken from official registers and records. On its website, the
SORS will publish the code tables for the basic spatial units, certain linking code tables, and
cartographic displays of the basic spatial units. The Surveying and Mapping Authority of the
Republic of Slovenia keeps and maintains, in the register called the Register of Spatial Units, all the
spatial units named in the Decree on the SKTE, from the SKTE 4 level to the SKTE 8 level, on the
basis of acts, decrees, municipal ordinances and ex officio.

13All classifications are accessible only in Slovene at http://www.stat.si/klasje/klasje.asp.
14 NUTS – this term originates in the French name for the classification: Nomenclature des Unités Territoriales Statistiques.
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Classifications in the field of ECONOMIC activities

Classification of Economic Activities (NACE) and Classification of Products by Activity (CPA)

The NACE classification is one of the basic European statistical standards for collecting and disseminating data
on current economic activity, as well as on conditions and structural changes in the economy. The NACE Rev. 2
was adopted on 20 December 2006 and published in all official EU languages in the Official Journal of the
European Communities. It entered into force on the 20th day after its publication, and its obligatory application in
all EU Member States will begin on 1 January 2008.

Introduction of the
revised European
classification of
economic activities
NACE Rev. 2 into
statistical surveys and
the administrative
environment

A new European regulation (OJ L 393, 30.12.2006) stipulates that all EU Member States must align
their national statistical classifications of activities with the new NACE Rev. 2 by the end of 2007
and provide infrastructure for starting gradual introduction of the revised classification into the
European statistical programme. Like the regulation presently in force, the new regulation also
allows Member States to have additional national breakdowns of NACE Rev. 2 for their national
needs. According to the new regulation, national subclasses must be approved by the European
Commission.

In the second half of 2006 the SORS carried out preliminary alignment regarding the need for
national subclasses according to NACE Rev. 2 with institutions using the classification of economic
activities and institutions responsible for administrative sources, which contain data on activity. At
the end of July 2006 the SORS sent a letter to 23 institutions about the revision of the European
statistical classification of economic activities NACE Rev. 1.1, and asked them to send their
positions and proposals regarding the status of national subclasses. The letter was answered by 13
institutions, of which nine expressed a wish or need to keep some of the subclasses or to introduce
new ones.

The SORS met with all institutions that expressed a wish or need to have national subclasses and
verified actual administrative needs and general conditions for introducing subclasses, i.e. the
activity has to be a nationally important and recognised activity which can be determined as part of
an individual NACE class, and is performed by a sufficiently large number of business entities so
that statistical data dissemination at the level of subclass is possible. The final result of the
alignment was that the proposed Decree on the Standard Classification of Activities kept most of
the national subclasses from the 2002 SKD, which did not become independent classes in NACE
Rev. 2 and which could be directly translated into subclasses within the existing NACE Rev. 2
classes. In the process the needs of institutions and the SORS were taken into account. The draft
decree on the national classification of economic activities is ready. The decree should be adopted
by the end of May 2007, and the new Standard Classification of Activities (SKD 2008) should come
into force on 1 January 2008.

The introduction of the revised classification of economic activities into statistical surveys and the
administrative environment is implemented within the project “Introduction of the Revised
European Classification of Economic Activities NACE Rev. 2 into Statistical Surveys and the
Administrative Environment”, led by the SORS. The project includes the Agency of the Republic of
Slovenia for Public Legal Records and Related Services (AJPES) as the institution responsible for
the Business Register of Slovenia (PRS), which is the basic administrative source of data on
business entities. The SORS and the AJPES cooperate on the methodology for introducing the
revised classification of economic activities into the PRS by establishing an inter institutional
working group for methodological issues of the PRS. The AJPES will translate one part of the PRS
units automatically, while for the part of the units that will not be translated automatically, data
will be collected with a special questionnaire. In addition to checking the activity of units in the
PRS, another task of the working groups will be to determine the content of annual structural
questionnaires for improving the quality of data on PRS units according to Article 13 of the Decree
on Keeping and Maintaining the Business Register of Slovenia (Official Gazette of the Republic of
Slovenia, No. 121/06).

The classification of units in the PRS according to the 2008 SKD will probably be performed by the
end of October 2007. For carrying out statistical surveys, the SORS will continue to classify
business entities according to both classifications – the current 2002 SKD and the future 2008 SKD
– until the end of 2010, when in accordance with Eurostat requirements the transition to NACE
Rev. 2 will have finished in all fields of statistics.
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European Classification
of Products by Activity
(CPA)

The CPA classification is still amid the adoption procedure in the European Council and is expected
to be adopted by the end of June 2007.

Economic classification The Ministry of Finance (MF) is responsible for keeping the economic classification of general
government revenues and expenditure, financial receivables and investments, and borrowing and
repayment of debts. In 2006 the classification was supplemented according to amended legislation
concerning the financing of local communities. Primarily there were needs for new subaccounts in
the field of recording current expenses for information technology, and accounts for recording
funds received from the EU in the field of agricultural policy.

Programme
classification

The programme classification of state and local budget expenditure, kept by the MF, was
supplemented by the implementing regulations15 adopted in 2006 so that it now enables
comparability of expenditure by programme structure of the state and local budgets. Thus, in 2006
the municipality budgets and the financial plans of direct users were prepared for the first time.

Development of classifications in the field of SOCIAL statistics

Education and training classification system – KLASIUS16

The decree, i.e. the new classification system, in the field of education and training replaces the outdated code
tables and classifications in this field and establishes the bases that will enable greater consistency and
connectivity of administrative and other records.

Decree on the
introduction and use of
the education and
training classification
system

Cooperation with
various institutions and
experts

Slovenia formerly employed several classifications and code tables for the classification of the level
of education achieved by inhabitants and the classification of educational programmes and
schools, which were inappropriate due to profound conceptual changes in the field of education
and training, and due to multiple amendments to the legislation regulating the education system.
At the proposal of the SORS, in April 2006 the government adopted the Decree on the introduction
and use of the education and training classification system17 (KLASIUS), prepared by the working
group appointed in July 2005. It was composed of a representative of the Ministry of Higher
Education, Science and Technology (MVZT), the Ministry of Education and Sport (MŠŠ), and the
SORS. In the preparation of KLASIUS an initiative was taken into account to prepare a common
standard tool to enable the capture and presentation of data on certified programmes and formal
education, as well as data concerning the activities and results of lifelong learning, for instance
national professional qualifications.18

KLASIUS
Administrative
Committee

In line with the provisions of the decree, in September 2006 the SORS founded the KLASIUS
Administrative Committee. It is composed of two representatives of the competent ministries
(MVZT, MŠŠ and MDDSZ) and the SORS, and one representative of the Employment Service of
Slovenia (ZRZS) and the Institute of Macroeconomic Analysis and Development (UMAR).

Volume and structure
of KLASIUS

In its present form, KLASIUS comprises two classifications, namely the classification of types of
educational activities/outcomes (KLASIUS SRV) and the classification of fields of educational
activities/outcomes (KLASIUS P).

KLASIUS is a tool primarily intended for the provision of consistent data for statistical, analytical and research
monitoring of the inclusion of the population in education and training activities, as well as the monitoring of
the education, i.e. qualification, structure of the population.

15 Published in the Official Gazette of the Republic of Slovenia, Nos. 138/2006 and 141/2006.
16 See Domijan, T. (2006): Classification System of Education and Training – A New Conceptual Approach. Contribution at the 16th annual
Statistical Days, Radenci 2006 (http://www.stat.si/radenci/program_2006/D1_Domijan.doc, only in Slovene).
17 Decree on the introduction and use of the education and training classification system; Official Gazette of the Republic of Slovenia, No.
46/2006 (5 May 2006).
18 The final concept, structure and other elements of KLASIUS were influenced by: (i) initial basic standpoints from expert discussions
concerning preparation of the new education classification; (ii) standpoints from sessions of the Advisory Committee for Education and
Training Statistics; and (iii) practical examples abroad and international trends in (non )statistical fields, together with the Bologna
process and activities of the European Commission connected with the implementation of the Lisbon Strategy (the part concerning
education and lifelong learning).
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Promotion of
consistent and correct
use of KLASIUS

In cooperation with the competent ministries, the SORS prepared the Methodological
Explanations of KLASIUS and published them in August 2006 in line with the provisions of the
decree.19 They contain descriptions of the classification categories and are an aid for common
understanding and consistent use of KLASIUS.

Methodological
explanations,
agreement on
cooperation and action
plan

In June 2006 the SORS began activities connected with the introduction of KLASIUS into practice.
According to the provisions of the decree, the SORS, the MŠŠ, the MVZT and the Ministry of
Labour, Family and Social Affairs (MDDSZ) should, by the end of September 2006, adopt an
agreement on mutual cooperation and prepare an action plan for the introduction of KLASIUS into
the procedures of adoption and accreditation of education and study programmes, and into the
keeping of official and other administrative databases, as well as into the national statistics.
Because of the initiatives for constitutional and legal review of the amendments to the Higher
Education Act and the Decree on the introduction and use of the education and training
classification system, these activities slowed down somewhat. After adoption of the decision in
which the Constitutional Court of Slovenia rejected the proposal for a temporary suspension of
implementing the contested regulations (including the decree), the SORS continued with its work
and prepared a draft of the aforementioned agreement, sent it to the competent ministries and
successfully coordinated its harmonisation. The agreement on cooperation in introducing the
education and training classification system has been adopted.20

Revision of the International Standard Classification of Occupations
International Standard
Classification of
Occupations ISCO 88 –
Inter institutional
cooperation of the
SORS

In addition to the performance of regular tasks connected with the Standard Classification of
Occupations (SKP V2), the SORS followed and got involved in activities to modernise the
International Standard Classification of Occupations ISCO 88, taking place under the auspices of the
International Labour Organisation (ILO). On the basis of consultations with the competent and
interested institutions (MDDSZ, ZRSZ, National Institute for Vocational Education and Training,
representatives of the employers’ association, trade unions and others), it prepared standpoints
and answers to the extensive questionnaire concerning the revision of ISCO 88, and sent them to
the ILO in October 2006. According to the plans of the ILO, a new version of the international
classification of occupations (ISCO 08) is to be adopted in 2008.

The SORS performs the activities of preparing official amendments to the SKP V2 in line with the
decision adopted in 2005 that they would be timed in accordance with modernisation procedures
and the adoption of ISCO 08. Independently of these procedures, in August 2006 the SORS
prepared amodernised code list for the SKP and published it on its website.21

Other classifications in the field of social statistics
Preparation of the
European Socio
economic Classification
(ESec)

The European Socio economic Classification (ESec) has been created for several years under the
auspices of the UK Office for National Statistics in cooperation with European partners. This
classification is based on the International Standard Classification of Occupations ISCO 88 and on
other criteria (especially employment status), and largely uses the EGP22 scheme. It is based on the
concept that the living conditions of an individual and family are determined by their position on
the labour market, and especially by the occupation an individual performs. It is expected to enable
internationally comparable insight into the social stratification of society.

In the process of evaluating the classification, the SORS is actively participating with a set of data
obtained through the Labour Force Survey. The results and the findings of the analysis were
presented in detail at the conferences held at Bled and later in Radenci.23 In 2007 the SORS will
continue to actively participate in international activities concerning the ESec.

19 Methodological Explanations of the Education and Training Classification System (marked MP KLASIUS 1.0); Official Gazette of the
Republic of Slovenia, No. 89/2006 (22 August 2006).
20 In March 2007 the agreement was adopted and signed by the education minister, Dr Milan Zver; the higher education minister, Dr Jure
Zupan; the labour minister, Ms Marjeta Cotman; and the director general of the Statistical Office of the Republic of Slovenia, Ms Irena
Križman.
21 The code list is available only in Slovene at http://www.stat.si/klasje/tabela.aspx?cvn=1182.
22 EGP – Erikson, Goldhorpe, Portocarero.
23 See Kozlev ar, N. (2006): European Socioeconomic Classification. Contribution at the 16th annual Statistical Days, Radenci 2006
(http://www.stat.si/radenci/program_2006/D1_Kozlev ar.doc, only in Slovene).
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Slovenian national statistics in the INTERNATIONAL ENVIRONMENT

Slovenia will preside over the European Union from 1 January to 30 June 2008. The SORS is actively involved in
the organisational and content preparations for the presidency begun by the Slovenian government, and will
preside over the EU Council Working Party on Statistics.

Preparation for the
presidency

Oversight of the Working Party, which meets in Brussels, will be conducted from Ljubljana. In 2006
the files in the field of statistics foreseen to be discussed by the EU Council during Slovenia’s term
were defined, and their holders and points of departure for preparation of the content were set.
The proposal for the 18 month presidency programme was harmonised with the statistical offices
of Portugal and Germany. SORS representatives attended the trainings planned for the purpose of
presiding.

Cooperation in EU
legislative procedures
and activities within
the European
Statistical System

The SORS was actively involved in the process of preparing and adopting EU legislation in the
statistical field. It participated, regularly and from the earliest stages, in preparation of the new
legislation within Eurostat working groups and in the procedures of adopting draft legislation
within the committee for statistical programmes and other comitology committees of the
European Commission, as well as the EU Council Working Party on Statistics. In comparison with
other fields, harmonisation of positions concerning EU draft legislation in the area of statistics is
specific and requires a special organisation of work, as the procedure also involves authorised
producers of national statistics. In 2006 the SORS was active in different fields within the European
Statistical System.

Cooperation in the
highest bodies of
international statistical
organisations

The SORS was actively involved in the preparation and monitoring of EU statistical legislation and
operation within the European Statistical System, in which Slovenia in 2006 became a member of
the Partnership Group. The year 2006 saw continued cooperation within the Conference of
European Statisticians organised within the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe, as
well as work in the Bureau of the Conference, in which the SORS director general is one of the co
presidents. The SORS participated in the work of the United Nations Statistical Commission, and in
specialised agencies and special funds and programmes of the United Nations. In 2006 cooperation
with the OECD in the field of statistics strengthened, as Slovenia obtained permanent observer
status in the OECD Committee on Statistics.

Programmes of
technical assistance
and projects of close
inter institutional
cooperation

In 2006 the SORS obtained and successfully implemented various projects of technical assistance
and other projects of assistance in the field of statistics (Phare, Transition Facility) co financed by
the European Commission/Eurostat and intended for further harmonisation of the national
statistics of the newMember States.

On the basis of agreements on cooperation in statistics, the SORS also operates as an assistance
provider to the statistical offices of Macedonia, Croatia, Serbia and Montenegro. In 2006 it, among
other things, conducted this group of four countries of the Western Balkans within the European
programme for the comparison of GDP and prices. The SORS has successfully implemented two
projects of close inter institutional cooperation, namely the project “Support to the Statistical
Sector in BiH” as a participating partner in consortium with Italy, and the project “Support to the
National Statistical Office of Macedonia” as a participating partner in consortiumwith Germany.

International
cooperation of
authorised producers
of national statistics

In 2006, representatives of the Bank of Slovenia attended the plenary sessions of the Statistical
Committee and regular working parties of the European System of Central Banks (ESCB) for:
balance of payments and external reserves statistics, general economic statistics, government
finance statistics, statistics of monetary and financial institutions and markets, Monetary Union
financial accounts, and statistical information systems, as well as the existing development
working groups of the ESCB. In addition, after the decision on Slovenia’s joining the Economic and
Monetary Union (EMU), representatives of the Bank of Slovenia attended, as observers, sessions of
the core groups of those working bodies composed of the central banks of members of the euro
area.

In 2006, along with the regular statistical tasks performed in cooperation with the European
Central Bank (ECB) and Eurostat, the SORS gradually concluded the establishment of regular
statistical production and lengthy time series for inclusion in the EU and EMU aggregates. The
statistical obligations of the Bank of Slovenia, as one of the conditions for joining the EMU, were
fulfilled on time and adequately.
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The Bank of Slovenia cooperates with Eurostat within the working party for financial accounts and
the balance of payments committee, as well as in the working party for quarterly sectoral accounts
(conducted by Eurostat together with the ECB).

In addition to the meetings in the working parties and committees of Eurostat and the ECB,
representatives of the Bank of Slovenia also participate in regular plenary sessions of the
Committee on Monetary, Financial and Balance of Payments Statistics (CMFB), the main body for
the reconciliation of strategic issues concerning European financial statistics.

International Statistical Conference – Radenci 2006

The 16th international conference, entitledMeasurement of the Development Role and Efficiency of the Public
Sector and Policies, organised by the Statistical Society of Slovenia and the SORS, took place from 6 to 8
November 2006 at Radenci. It was attended by 179 participants from 12 countries and representatives of
Eurostat, the ECB, the OECD and the UNECE.24

Introductory section The introductory session of the conference involved the most prominent representatives of
statistics in Europe: representatives of Eurostat, the OECD, the European Central Bank and the
United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE), as well as the Slovenian minister of
public administration. They focused on measurement of the impact of the actions prepared and
conducted by the public sector on the economy, and the volume of administrative burden and its
impact on society; measurement of the quality of public finance; measures for improving the
functioning and structure of administration within the European statistical system; and the
obligations of the national statistics services in the euro area.

Development function
of the state – Section 1

The first section, entitled Development Function of the State, presented the approach of S time
distance, offering a new perspective of the analysis of time series. The section continued with an
overview of the possibilities of using international social science comparative survey research for
the preparation of subjective indicators of development, and with a discussion on how appropriate
and useful they are for the measurement of societal development. It was found that for
statisticians statistical adequacy is always extremely important and, therefore, it is crucial to find
the appropriate statistical indicator for assessing the performance of the economy. After adoption
of the Lisbon Strategy and the search for a means of efficient consumption of general government
funds, surveys measuring the efficiency of industrial policies, which used to be very rare some years
ago, multiplied both in the circles of independent experts and international institutions.
Participants also discussed the results of the analysis of court backlogs conducted by the
government of the Republic of Slovenia and the Supreme Court.

Efficiency of the public
sector in the field of
health care – Section 2

The second section discussed the efficiency of the public sector in the field of health care. The
interdepartmental project of producing health accounts and the first results for 2003 and 2004
were presented. It was found that Slovenia was still not fulfilling all EU requirements concerning
the field of health care and health insurance; therefore, much effort will be needed to provide the
missing data.

Revised Lisbon
Strategy and reforms –
Section 3

The third section, entitled Revised Lisbon Strategy and Reforms, involved the presentation of good
practice of the United Kingdom in the field of monitoring public sector services. This field is a great
challenge for all national statistics in Europe measuring the quality of services through the
presentation of input in individual activities by the public sector, and not their results, which means
that the data do not reflect the actual efficiency of public sector services. The discussion continued
with an analysis of the emigration of Slovenian scientists in the last 10 years, which, due to the
nonexistence of official data concerning this phenomenon, was based on surveying the entire
population of organisations with researchers. There was also a presentation of Slovenia’s
participation in the European programme of education and training until 2010, and the
environmental indicators concerning the fields of agriculture and transport.

Introduction of the
European Statistics
Code of Practice and
other aspects of
quality – Section 4

The fourth section was dedicated to the introduction of the European Statistics Code of Practice and
other aspects of quality. Work concerning quality requires a systematic approach defined by
strategic documents and accompanied by specific action plans and a monitoring system. It is
necessary to define priority tasks and to communicate them to all employees in national statistical
offices. It is also necessary to establish a continuous flow of information and training, so that each

24 All information concerning the conference, including contributions, is available on the website http://www.stat.si/eng/stat_radenci.asp.



National statistics in Slovenia 2006

SORS with authorised producers 19

employee is informed about work concerning quality. This section also comprised presentation of
the strategic programmes for total quality management in Slovenia and Hungary, where it was
found that the statistical offices have already set up the strategic aspect of quality relatively well;
however, it must also be expanded to authorised producers in the national statistical systems. The
attendees also learned about the system for the measurement of time consumption, which could
be a good tool for assessing the costs of a statistical office.

Development
achievements of
individual fields of
statistics

As in the previous conferences, many novelties in various statistical fields were also presented this
time, joined in the following four groups: social statistics, agriculture and space, macroeconomic
statistics, and business statistics.

Debates in the form of
round tables

Participants in the four round tables discussed the introduction of the reformed classification of
activities (NACE Rev. 2), standards for the transmission and exchange of data and metadata
between national and international institutions, issues concerning ageing and economic activity of
the population, and data in the field of food safety.25

Special presentations At special presentations during the conference, primarily dedicated to informing the expert public,
the SORS acquainted attendees with some of its projects, like the introduction of the euro,
Slovenia’s EU presidency and presentation of the SI STAT database. The Statistics and Research
Service of the Pension and Disability Insurance Institute and the Faculty of Social Sciences, i.e. the
archives of social science data, also presented their work.

The SORS’ active cooperation in government work

Presentation of
Slovenian national
statistics to
government members

Upon invitation by the prime minister, the SORS director general presented to government
members the national statistics of Slovenia, especially from the point of view of the possibility to
collect and use data, and from the point of view of a modern user service. Government ministers
evaluated the SORS’ work as very good, and the prime minister emphasised the importance of
statistical data and asked ministries to actively cooperate with all producers of national statistics
and statistical advisory committees.

The SORS’ cooperation
in preparing legal acts

The SORS cooperates in government bodies, especially the economics board, of which the SORS
director general is a member. The SORS has access to government documents for all heads of
sectors and departments, as well as a system of collecting and reporting the SORS’ remarks on
legislative proposals.

User friendly ACCESS to statistical data and information

The SORS continuously endeavours to improve the means of communicating statistical data and information,
and tries to appropriately follow all internationally adopted dissemination principles. Groups of users of national
statistics differ both with regard to the needs for statistical data and information, and considering the
technological possibilities of accessing data, which has a considerable impact on the forms of communication
with users. Thus, in transmitting data, the SORS uses several dissemination channels, and therefore different
forms of presenting statistical data, services and publications.

Simple and efficient access to data via the website

In 2006 the SORS continued to upgrade the functions and content of its website to ensure greater user
satisfaction. These changes were based on the results of a user feedback survey on the SORS website conducted
in 2005, and the SORS’ Action Plan for 2005.26 In 2006 the website recorded almost 2.5 million visitors, or more
than 6,500 visits per day. With regard to the number of inhabitants, Eurostat assessed that in 2006 the SORS
website was among the most visited sites in the European Statistical System.

25 More about this in the chapter Consumer protection – food safety statistics.
26 Detailed results of the survey are available at http://www.stat.si/eng/drz_stat_zadovoljstvo_2005.asp.
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Improvements to the
website

We improved the operation of the search tool (increased speed and range), renovated the way of
publishing first releases and news in term of content and technology, and upgraded certain
content areas (among themmethodological explanations, schedule of publications, questionnaires
and terminological vocabulary). Users can now also access the database of territorial names (with a
tabular and cartographic display), and the website itself was successfully adjusted and upgraded to
permit display in the latest versions of Web browsers.

Renovated First
Statistical Release

The content and design of the First Statistical Release were renovated and adjusted for a more
efficient and simpler use of statistical data and information. Now it contains a brief comment on
the statistical data, simple tables and/or charts, and, if necessary, attachments with more detailed
statistical data. Through links, it is possible to access methodological explanations (important for
the correct interpretation of statistical data), the publication Some Important Statistics on
Slovenia, and the schedule of publications. From here, users can contact the author of each
individual release or access more detailed data via the data portal SI STAT.

SI STAT data portal –
innovations in 2006

Statistical data in
cartograms

The SI STAT data portal enables users to autonomously select data and save them in various
formats. In 2006most attention in the publication of data was paid to adding new content.

Compared to the previous year, at the end of 2006 the SI STAT data portal included 255 new tables, which
means they now total 781. Like on the website, the tables with data are classified into thematic and statistical
fields and, within them, data is broken down further. Compared to 2005, the coverage of data published
increased from 16 to 23 statistical fields (from a total of 28), within which the SORS regularly releases data for
120 subfields.

In 2006 the SI STAT portal was upgraded with the option of displaying data in cartograms:

Figure 1: Example of the presentation of statistical data in the form of a cartogram

The presentation of data in cartograms provides users with a dynamic display of spatial data (data
by municipality, statistical region). The advantage for the user is in the graphic visualisation of the
data displays, which is, thanks to the quick, simple production and export of cartograms and
legends into picture format, also practical for further use. For easier search, when browsing
through the statistical data by municipality and statistical region, the user is informed by means of
a special mark for which data the display of a cartogram is possible. The list of tables is
accompanied by brief instructions for the preparation and use of cartograms.
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Informative
recalculations in euros

For informative and analytical purposes, the SORS recalculated the data of time series for the
previous years expressed in Slovenian tolars to euros according to the methodology adopted and
approved by the euro coordination conducted by the Bank of Slovenia and the government of the
Republic of Slovenia, the Board of Governors at the Bank of Slovenia, and the Statistical Council of
the Republic of Slovenia. All recalculated data (of an informative nature only) were published in the
SI STAT database; certain data of great interest were also included in the publications.27

Statistical Databank
(SDB) – accessibility for
physically challenged
users

The new version of the Statistical Databank on the internet also enables access to the standard
tables for physically challenged users who utilise special software. We started to develop software
for physically challenged users for the autonomous preparation of tables with SDB data; this
development will be concluded in 2007.

“In addition to other data access options provided by the SORS, users still show considerable interest in access
to the Statistical Databank: 3,000 sessions or around 20,000 enquiries monthly. The composition of the users is
very wide, from students, individual companies and municipalities to ministries.”

Classical ways of accessing data, printed publications
Demand in the
Information Centre

Data for the last 10 years show that the needs of users and the manner of their communication
with the SORS have changed completely. The largest impact was exerted by the establishment of
an up to date website. Today, the SORS receives almost 90% of all written requests by e mail or
via the online form. The largest group of users is from the area of science and technology, and the
most wanted contents have been the same for quite a few years (demography, labour market,
prices and foreign trade).

In 2006, the SORS received 3,007 written requests for data (2.2%more than in 2005) and 7,842 telephone calls
requesting data (16% fewer calls than in the previous year), and the Information Centre was visited by 379 users
(40% fewer personal visits than in 2005).

Preliminary access to
certain data

Public demand for immediate response by the highest government bodies and the Bank of
Slovenia concerning the phenomena monitored by the SORS dictate a preliminary preparation and
notification of these bodies about the statistical data that the SORS otherwise publishes in a way
that is equally accessible to everyone. Examining in detail the practices of statistical offices in the
EU (almost half of the offices enable preliminary access to certain data to a limited circle of users),
the SORS prepared procedures and protocol for access to data on gross national product, inflation,
labour market and foreign trade (from March 2007, also on government sector deficit and surplus,
and on business trends). From 6 to 24 hours before the first release on the website, these data are
sent to the holders of key positions in the administration of the state (prime minister of the
Republic of Slovenia, governor of the Bank of Slovenia, and the ministers responsible for finance
and the economy). The receivers of these data oblige themselves in a special statement to handle
the data in line with regulations and following the protocol of procedures.28

Training for general
libraries

Libraries are an important channel for the dissemination of statistical data to the general public.
Through a training attended by 59 librarians from 44 general libraries, the SORS acquainted them
with all the options provided by its website. The further purpose of the presentation of the
structure, the set of data and the acquisition of data from the website was also to motivate
librarians to transfer information concerning the SORS website to their clients. The SORS will
maintain cooperation with them and inform them of any enhancements.

The main aim of national statistics is to provide users with access to data that they need for a
certain purpose. To achieve this goal, information on what the statistics offer must be spread
among as many users as possible. To this end, in 2006 the SORS prepared some special
publications29:

Special publications in
2006 – promotion of
national statistics

Slovenia 15 Years after
Independence

This publication was issued on the 15th anniversary of Slovenia’s independence.
It presents selected statistical data and indicators for 1991 and 2005, showing
the situation in the country at its beginning and after fifteen years. The data
speak for themselves; however, a brief interpretation is included.

27 Further information at http://www.stat.si/eng/evro.asp.
28 See also the protocol for dealing with data in the early access system at http://www.stat.si/eng/stat_predhodnidostop_protokol.asp.
29 All publications are also available in electronic form at the web address http://www.stat.si/eng/pub.asp.
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Slovenian Regions in
Figures

This publication presents statistical data at the level of statistical regions. It is
intended for the widest circle of users, as its main strengths are its informative
character, and simplicity and demonstrativeness of regional data presentation.
The first part of the publication covers the most characteristic indicators on
regions (in tables and charts), and the second part presents individual statistical
regions.

Certain ICT Indicators
for Support to the i2010
Strategy

The i2010 indicators give a picture of Europe as a whole, and comparison of the
indicators between individual countries, in the field of the information society.
Slovenia is presented in comparison with the average of 25 EU Member States,
and with the most and least developed European countries, according to the
data for 2005. Certain data for 2006 are also presented.

The book Fertility in
Slovenia from the 18th

to the 21st Century

The data from the population census of 2002 and their analysis are the basis for
this book by Dr Milivoja Šircelj, in which she presents the fertility history of the
Slovenian population. The book covers the directions of fertility development
and its impacts, as well as giving insight into regional differences. It was
released in the collection Special Publications.

30

Some Important
Statistics on Slovenia –
new series of
publications

The SORS replaced the monthly statistical overview of the Republic of Slovenia with the
publication Some Important Statistics on Slovenia31; the first issue was released on 31 March 2006.
The publication is intended for all who want to obtain, in a single place, annual (for the last five
years), quarterly (for the last eight quarters) or monthly (for the last 12 months) series of data from
certain statistical fields. We selected the contents from the individual statistical fields most
frequently requested by users (e.g. consumer price indices, average monthly gross and net wages
by activity, natural and migratory changes in population).

Transmission of Microdata

In addition to the classical transmission of statistical data in the form of tables, charts and comments to all
users, the SORS also provides statistically protected microdata to registered research institutions, registered
researchers and researchers in the state administration.32 In this way it contributes to informed decision making
concerning the compilation and evaluation of legislation in Slovenia.

Preparation of
microdata for the
Institute for Economic
Research

Within the framework of implementing government reforms, the main activity of the SORS in the
area of transmitting microdata in 2006 was the preparation of statistically protected microdata.
These data were necessary for preparing assessments of complex macro and sectoral effects
caused by the proposed tax reform for the Slovenian government. On the basis of statistical data,
two model tools were prepared – a model of general balance and a micro simulation model. The
latter is one of the basic tools for estimation of the consequences of the announced structural
reforms and, within them, changes in the field of social transfers, as well as current assessment of
the consequences of individual adjustments of a certain social transfer or tax.

Access to European
microdata

Like the SORS, Eurostat also enables researchers to use statistically protected microdata for
research purposes according to the Commission Regulation adopted in 2002.33 The SORS also
participated with its experience gained in the transmission of data for this purpose. At Eurostat,
researchers can access statistically protected microdata by country. For Slovenia, in addition to
LFS data they can also access innovations (CIS), while the data for EU SILC are expected to be
available by May 2007.34

Transmission of data to international institutions
Inter institutional
cooperation in the
preparation of data for
international
organisations

In 2006, the SORS sent data to as many as 23 international organisations and also cooperated with
other state institutions, most frequently with the Institute for Public Health, the Ministry of the
Interior, the Ministry of Labour, Family and Social Affairs, and the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry
and Food.

30 Electronic version available only in Slovene at http://www.stat.si/doc/pub/rodnostvsloveniji.pdf.
31 The publication is available at http://www.stat.si/eng/pub_psp.asp.
32 Basic explanations for researchers on access and use of statistically protected microdata: http://www.stat.si/eng/drz_stat_mikro.asp.
33 See Commission Regulation (EC) No. 831/2002 of 17 May 2002 implementing Council Regulation (EC) No. 322/97 on Community
Statistics, concerning access to confidential data for scientific purposes.
34 Further information is available at http://www.stat.si/eng/esds_vstopna_stran.asp.
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One advance in 2006 was the establishment of cooperation with the Organisation for Economic
Cooperation and Development (OECD), to which the SORS sent data time series for 171 indicators.
The collection of data involved the Bank of Slovenia, the Ministry of Finance, the Ministry of the
Interior, the Ministry of the Economy, the Institute for Public Health of the Republic of Slovenia,
and the Environmental Agency of the Republic of Slovenia.

Structural indicators In the field of structural indicators the SORS, in the role of coordinator, co created reports on
quality for structural indicators with a data source outside the SORS. Coordination for 11 structural
indicators (fish catch outside bio safe areas, expenses for information technology, market share of
the leading operator in the field of fixed and mobile telephony, patent applications submitted to
the European Patent Office and the U.S. Patent Office, exposure of the urban population to ozone
concentration and air pollution, price of telephone calls, public procurement, state aid, and risk
investment) was conducted with eight external institutions, namely the Ministry of Finance, the
Bank of Slovenia, the Ministry of the Environment and Spatial Planning, the Ministry of the
Economy, the Post and Electronic Communications Agency, the Institute of Macroeconomic
Analysis and Development, the Fisheries Research Institute, and the Slovenian Intellectual
Property Office.

Access to statistical data by authorised producers of national statistics

In 2006 the national statistics system also saw active dissemination of statistical data by authorised producers.

Agency of the Republic
of Slovenia for Public
Legal Records and
Related Services
(AJPES)

On its website,35 the AJPES regularly (monthly) publishes summary data on the gross wages paid
by legal entities of the public and private sector and individual self employed persons, data on the
annual leave allowance paid, and data on net wages and other personal receipts, on the receipts
and expenses of business entities, on payments for investments, and on legal entities with
outstanding liabilities.

Bank of Slovenia In 2006 the Bank of Slovenia, in cooperation with the Ministry of Finance and the SORS, continued
to publish data, metadata and publication schedules in line with the relevant standard of the
International Monetary Fund (IMF). The standard, compliance with which is checked by the IMF on
the national websites,36 increases internationally comparable macroeconomic transparency,
enabling early detection of financial problems, and facilitates access to international financial
markets. Slovenia accessed the standard when it was introduced in 1997, and complies with it fully.

Also in 2006, the Bank of Slovenia regularly published statistical data and information on its web
pages and in its publications: Bulletin of the Bank of Slovenia, Direct Investment, and Financial
Accounts (new publication). The time series from the Bulletin of the Bank of Slovenia are also
available in electronic form on its website.

Pension and Disability
Insurance Institute of
Slovenia

Also in 2006, the Pension and Disability Insurance Institute of Slovenia regularly (monthly)
provided printed publications to 86 users of statistical data in the field of pension and disability
insurance, primarily to Slovenian institutions and individuals, and also published the same content
on its website.

Employment Service of
Slovenia

The Employment Service of Slovenia provides regular monthly publication of data in the form of
short notices, monthly periodical information with tables, charts and short comments, and the
annual report (www.ess.gov.si). A selection of the most important tables about registered
unemployment is updatedmonthly on the E Government website (e uprava.gov.si/ispo/).

35 Web address: http://www.ajpes.si/?language=english.
36 The website for Slovenia is http://www.bsi.si/imf.
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II. DEMOGRAPHIC AND SOCIAL STATISTICS

According to population projections, the European population is expected to decrease by nine percent by 2050.
The projections for Slovenia also envisage a significant decrease in the number of population, an increase in
immigrants, and a change in the age structure of the population. The number of elderly will be greater than the
number of children. The ageing of the population and the low fertility, among other things, mean a decrease in
the number of economically active people. Demographic policy is a system of measures influencing demographic
processes with the aim of achieving a change in the number and structure of the population that would be
consistent with the economic, social and political goals of the country. In February 2007, the Employment, Social
Policy, Health and Consumer Affairs Council of the EU discussed the document “Structuring the European debate
on demographic change” (Council paper No. 5799/07), with which the Republic of Slovenia agrees fully. Facing
demographic changes is also one of the main topics of the 18 month presidency programme. All these are
challenges of today that the statistics in this field regularly follow, thus contributing to the planning and
adoption of a high quality demographic policy.

POPULATION statistics

The processes which have a direct impact on the number and structure of the population are fertility, mortality,
migration and marriages. Through its statistical surveys, the statistics service measures the trends in and
structure of the population, and these data serve as the basis for the planning and adoption of many measures on

different fields and levels. The data sources for demographic surveys are vital statistics (statistics on births, deaths,
marriages, divorces, adoptions, and acknowledgement and ascertainment of paternity); statistics on migrations (immigration
and emigration); and other registers, censuses and surveys.

Rationalisation of
work in the field of
monitoring
population statistics

The establishment of the E Register of Births, Deaths and Marriages at the Ministry of the Interior
(MI) enabled the SORS, in cooperation with the Ministry of the Interior – Central Population Register
(MI CPR), to abolish demographic questionnaires for the registration of birth (DEM ROJ), marriage
(DEM POR), acknowledgement and ascertainment of paternity, and the adoption of a child (DEM
PRIZ). For reporting units (administrative units), the abolishment of questionnaires means
disburdening in reporting, and for the SORS it means the disburdening of human and material
resources.

As the Central Population Register (CPR) cannot provide all the data needed (which was contained in
the abolished questionnaires), the SORS will obtain them from other sources: it will take part of the
data on births in 2006 from the Institute for Public Health of the Republic of Slovenia, and part of the
data on marriages, acknowledgement and ascertaintment of paternity and adoption of children will
be provided from the historical data of the CPR and various statistical sources (Statistical Register of
Employment, statistical surveys in the field of education, census 2002). As in the past several years,
the database on deaths was fully taken from an external source (the Institute of Public Health of the
Republic of Slovenia).

Further DEVELOPMENT of population statistics:
Statistical
Population Register

In 2006 the SORS decided to establish the Statistical Population Register. With the project Social
Statistics Database, the SORS will establish the Infrastructural Register of Persons (IRO), and within
the reform of demographic surveys a demographic database will be establish. The IRO defines the
set of all observation units (persons), which will be the basis for connecting with other administrative
and statistical sources.

The SORS will obtain funds internationally. The basic tool of the IRO will be CPR data, including
historical data on events concerning persons recorded since its establishment. It will also include data
from other statistical and administrative sources, such as the Statistical Register of Employment, the
Register of Unemployed Persons and the Register of Foreigners. The IRO and the demographic
database will be established with the aim to monitor the number of inhabitants and demographic
events for statistical and analytical purposes, as well as other specialised tasks of the SORS. At the
same time, they will enable the provision of data on the population according to internationally
recommended definitions.
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Preparations for the
CENSUS 2011

In 2006 the European Commission, in cooperation with Eurostat, began activities in the field of
preparing a regulation on censuses of population and housing in the EU.37 Through membership in
the working parties of the EU and membership in the supervisory group operating within the United
Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE), the SORS actively participated in preparation of
international recommendations for implementation of the censuses around 2010. These
recommendations were approved in June at the Conference of European Statisticians.

The Council Working Party on Statistics has already discussed the draft regulation of the European
Parliament and of the Council on population and housing censuses in the EU. The Regulation is
expected to be adopted at the end of 2007.

For 2011 Slovenia plans to implement a register based census, the condition for which is the
regulation of dwelling registration. In this connection the SORS cooperated in the preparation of the
Recording of Real Estate, State Border and Spatial Units Act, and the preparation of the Real Estate
Census. By the end of 2007 the SORS will inform the government of the Republic of Slovenia about
its activities regarding preparation of the future Census of Population and Housing.

Migration statistics

For the European Commission, data on international migration and international protection are important in creating policies
in the field of migration (within the EU, into and from the EU), international protection, and monitoring common EU policy in
these fields. Therefore, in 2006 the statistics on international migration and international protection were the subject of
debates in the EU on several occasions, and were especially highlighted among the priorities within the European Statistical
System. The increasing need for harmonisation of these statistics in the Member States accelerated preparation of the EU
Regulation on the statistics of migration and international protection (hereinafter: regulation), which is to be adopted in 2007.
The SORS actively participated in preparation of the content of the draft regulation.

Regulation of the
European
Parliament and
Council on
Community
statistics on
migration and
international
protection –
advances

The purpose of the draft regulation is the harmonisation, timeliness and punctuality of population
statistics, as well as statistics on international migration, asylum and other forms of international
protection among EU Member States. The regulation will also regulate the preparation and
transmission of national statistics to Eurostat concerning residence permits, granting of citizenship,
and statistics on the prevention of illegal migration and residence.

International project
(TF 2004)
Improvement of the
Quality and
Availability of
Migration Data

Because of the increasing needs for data on migration, the SORS prepared statistics on the
socioeconomic characteristics of immigrants (for stocks and flows) within the project “Improvement
of the Quality and Availability of Data on International Migration”. Implementation of the project
also involved the Ministry of the Interior, and was financially supported by the European
Commission.

On the SI STAT data portal, users can access statistics on the socioeconomic characteristics of
Slovenian population by country of birth as of 31 December 2004, and the socioeconomic
characteristics of immigrants in 2005 by country of citizenship.

“On 31 December 2004 there were 1,997,590 people living in Slovenia, of which 11% were born abroad, i.e.
immigrated to Slovenia. In 2005 most immigrants to Slovenia immigrated in order to find work and gain
employment” (source: the SORS).

Data on the socioeconomic characteristics of international migrants serve political decision making,
studies on the integration or assimilation of immigrants, and measurement of the impacts of
migration and effects of policies in the field of migration; therefore, the SORS will continue to
prepare these data in the future (annual releases).38

37 Eurostat envisages that the legal procedure for the adoption of the Regulation of the European Parliament and Council on population
and housing censuses in the EU will be concluded by the end of 2007.
38 See http://www.stat.si/eng/novica_prikazi.aspx?id=652 (27 December 2006).
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Data on foreigner
now also from the
Central Population
Register (CPR)

Because of the expected changes in the data source for foreigner and the necessary harmonisation of
the national definitions of population and migration with the EU legislation, the SORS began
activities concerning changes in the capture of data from the CPR already in 2005. The expansion of
the set of data the SORS takes from the CPR was also indispensable because of the abolishment of
demographic questionnaires. The data were taken for the first time in 2006 according to the so
called expanded scheme.

Population projections

The preparation of new projections has a special significance, primarily due to the problem of the ageing of the
European population detected in recent years and expected to continue in the future. The accession of the new
EU members accelerated preparations for the production of new projections for these countries to make the data
on the number and age and gender structure of the population of the Member States today and in the future as
comparable as possible.

Preparations for the
new calculation of
population
projections for EU
Member States

In 2006 Eurostat continued preparations for the beginning of the new way of calculating population
projections for EU Member States and candidate countries. To this end, in September 2006 it
organised a meeting which enabled the exchange of national experience in the methodological
approaches used in the production of projections in certain selected countries. A special task force
for the preparation of the EU methodology of population projections for EU states was also formed
at the meeting.

“According to the basic variant of these projections, the number of Slovenia’s inhabitants will increase from the
current 1.99 million to almost 2.02 by 2014, and then it will slowly but steadily decrease, falling to 1.89 million by
2050. This development will be the consequence of the constant increase in life expectancy at birth, the birthrate
and migration. For men, life expectancy will increase from 72.6 to 79.8 in 2050, and for women from 80.2 to 85.2
years” (source: the SORS).

LABOURMARKET – employees, earnings and labour costs

At the session of the Employment, Social Policy, Health and Consumer Affairs Council of the EU in
February 2007, it was found that employment in the Member States was growing and that certain
measures had been adopted in the labour markets. Several Member States decided to introduce a

reform of the labour market based on flexicurity.39 In connection with this, the Commission drew attention to the
handling of problems caused by inflexible labour markets. On the one hand they hinder competitiveness, and on
the other this results in the “‘segmentation”’ of workers into those with a contract for an unspecified period of
time and good job protection, and those with a contract for a specified period of time and low protection or no
protection whatsoever, nor any chance to obtain it.

In the field of labour statistics, in 2006 the SORS continued to harmonise the existing methodologies with European
standards; it also developed procedures and methods for improving the quality of the results obtained, searched for
sources to replace the collection of data from reporting units, and developed other methods to achieve the largest
possible disburdening of reporters. A considerable number of surveys on labour statistics take place exclusively on the
basis of existing sources (e.g. calculation of the quarterly labour cost index, annual structural earnings statistics and
statistics on vacancies), or through a combination of data from the existing sources and a questionnaire (the four year
Structure of Earnings Survey).

Standard reports on quality
In line with the Total Quality Management Strategy of the SORS, in the field of the labour market two standard reports on quality were
compiled and published in 2006, one for the Labour Force Survey (ADS 2005)40 and the other for the Monthly Survey on Wages Paid by
Legal Entities (form 1 ZAP/M 2005).41

39 Flexicurity (this is not so much social security, but secure flexibility maintaining a certain level of social security while employment is
changed [explanation in the multilingual terminology database Euroterm]) means on the one hand more flexibility on the labour market,
and on the other, provision of security in the sense of employment and, consequently, the expansion of welfare. Social models are largely
determined by national policies; however, they affect the entire common European area. The Commission intends to prepare a
document on flexicurity on the basis of a profound analysis of the situation in all Member States. This analysis is to be completed in early
2007, and will show good practices and a reasonable development direction. This field already has some solid instruments, but they
should be strengthened and the principle of flexicurity should perhaps be more extensively integrated into the employment strategy and
into the open method of coordination in the field of social protection and inclusion (Slovenia National Assembly Committee on European
Union Affairs, 71st session, 8 December 2006).
40 The full report is available only in Slovene at http://www.stat.si/doc/metodologija/kakovost/SPK_ADS_2005.pdf.
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Employees

“The challenge of today is not globalisation, but modern times, also characterised by globalisation. Good work42

is an open concept. It is also an open question whether the minimum wage should be determined at the EU level.
Further debate is needed concerning the modernisation of labour laws and creation of new goals, poverty of
employees, new forms of work and undeclared work. The European social model is not European luxury, but a
component of European competitiveness. An important role is played by lifelong learning and general investment
in human capital” (Commissionaire Špidla at an informal meeting of EU ministers responsible for employment
and social policy, Berlin, 18–20 January 2007).Employment statistics monitor economically (in)active persons
through various data sources complementing each other, thus increasing the quality of statistics on the one
hand, and disburdening reporting units due to the rationalisation of collection procedures on the other hand.

Labour Force Survey With the data provided through the Labour Force Survey (ADS),43 the SORS ensures internationally
comparable indicators on the movement and structure of economically active persons with regard to
the main demographic and employment characteristics. In recent years, the questionnaire has not
been changed considerably; however, larger changes are envisaged in the future since, due to the
division of Slovenia to two regions at the NUTS 2 level, it will be necessary to ensure the same quality
of key variables for each of the regions as has been ensured for the level of Slovenia as a whole.

In 2006 Eurostat prepared a supplement to the Regulation of the European Parliament and Council
on the implementation of the Labour Force Survey, based on which the ADS will also include data on
future earnings.44 The variable will be obligatory. Member States will have two options: they may
include the question about an employee’s monthly earnings for his or her main employment into the
questionnaire, or they may use register sources. In line with its strategy of reducing burdens on the
reporting units, the SORS will prioritise the register source; therefore, in 2006, by means of European
funds, it conducted a feasibility study and a trial version of the annual data for the ADS for 2004.

Ad hoc modules in the Labour Force Survey:

“Transition from
employment to
retirement” – ad hoc
module 2006

The strategy of most countries is to increase the share of older labour active inhabitants,
and one polic involves the promotion of active ageing. In 2006, on the basis of the relevant
EU regulation, the ad hoc module “Transition from employment to retirement” was added
to the ADS. The data obtained should show the chances for older employed persons (50–
69 years) to remain employed for as long as possible, and to identify factors influencing
their decision to retire.

“Accidents at work
and work related
health problems” –
ad hoc module 2007

The improvement of health and safety at work has an important role in the programmes of
the European Community. The aim of the ad hoc module for 2007, “Accidents at work and
work related health problems”,45 is to gather harmonised statistical data on work related
health problems that are not covered by administrative sources, and to analyse health and
safety at work in relation to the basic variables in the field of the labour market
(employment status, part time work, steadiness of employment, etc.). The SORS plans to
release the data in the first half of 2008.46

“Foreigners on the
labour market” –
ad hoc module 2008

With the enlargement of the EU by new members, the issue of the integration of foreigners
into society and the labour market (movement of labour) is becoming increasingly
important; therefore, it was decided that in 2008 the Member States would conduct the
ADS ad hoc module on foreigners on the labour market. Because of the sensitivity of the
subject and problems with the capture of appropriate persons in the sample, the SORS
began to prepare for this ad hoc module already in 2006. It conducted a pilot ADS survey
which included the part of the population that is not included in the regular survey, i.e.
foreigners residing or staying in Slovenia. The main finding was that most foreigners with
a permanent residence live in shared households that are not a target population
according to the ADS, which means that they will not be included in the survey.

41 The full report is available only in Slovene at http://www.stat.si/doc/metodologija/kakovost/SPK_ZAPM_2005.pdf.
42 Good work comprises the rights of workers and their participation in management, fair wages, protection of safety and health at work,
and family friendly organisation of work.
43 The Labour Force Survey (ADS) is the most extensive official survey of households in Slovenia. The SORS conducts it continuously
according to the concept of the International Labour Organisation (ILO) and Eurostat, and releases the results quarterly
(http://www.stat.si/eng/tema_demografsko_trg_dap.asp).
44 Not the rate of earnings, but the category into which the person is classified.
45 See Commission Regulation (EC) No. 341/2006 of 24 February 2006 adopting the specifications of the 2007 ad hoc module on accidents
at work and work related health problems provided for by Council Regulation (EC) No. 577/98 and amending Regulation (EC) No.
384/2005.
46 Further information on the field of monitoring accidents at work in this report is available within the health statistics.
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Monthly monitoring
of economically
active persons

Tomeasure the efficiency of individual national employment policies, the SORS additionally provides
monthly data on the movement of economically active persons47 and the level of registered
unemployment at lower territorial levels (municipalities, regions). “Active population” covers persons
in employment who are registered in the social insurance record as persons in paid employment or as
self employed persons (except farmers, for whom the data are provided by the LFS) and registered
unemployed persons.

“Monthly data on registered unemployment are provided by the Employment Service of Slovenia. In 2006 the
registered unemployment rate was falling. Compared to 2005, average registered unemployment decreased by
6.6%, while December on December comparison shows a 15.4% drop. At the end of 2006 the number of
unemployed persons (78,303) was close to the situation recorded in the early 1990s, before the rapid rise in
unemployment during the longer transition period” (source: the SORS).

Data on labour
migration

At the end of 2006, the SI STAT data portal published data on labour migration, the source of which
was the SRDAP,48 with time series from 2000 to 2005 and the same methodology as in 2000. In this
period there were no major methodological changes, except that from 12 January 2004 employed
persons also included recruits voluntarily serving in the armed forces; however, this had no
significant impact on the data on labour migration (although all recruits are registered in Ljubljana).
In the future, the SORS will regularly update the data on labour migration.

“The share of employed persons and self employed persons having jobs in the municipality of residence decreases
every year. In 2000 there were 457,238 employed persons who resided and worked in the same municipality, or
59.4% of all employed and self employed persons. In 2005 their share decreased by 4.5 percentage points, with
the number of such persons being 429,161. In the previous year, the share of employed and self employed persons
with their jobs in the municipality of residence was the highest in the municipality of Ljubljana (87.8%)” (source:
the SORS).49

Statistics on job
vacancies50

In 2006 the SORS revised the entire series of data from 2001 onwards,51 by which the data were
harmonised with EU methodology to the greatest extent possible. The EU is preparing a regulation
for monitoring this field of statistics, and it is expected to be adopted by the end of 2009.

Further DEVELOPMENT of statistics concerning employees:
Preparation of
procedures for the
calculation of hours
actually worked

Data on hours worked are important both for economics and business, as well as for social statistics.
In line with the recommendations of the International Labour Organisation (ILO) and different EU
regulations, the SORS collects such data through several surveys. The SORS has not fully
harmonised the data on the number of hours actually worked with the regulation concerning short
term statistics,52 the Regulation on the Labour Cost Index and ESA 95; consequently, it frequently
uses the data on hours paid53 and not actually worked.54

47 The source is the data from the Statistical Register of Employment (SRDAP), the Labour Force Survey (ADS), and the number of
registered unemployed persons kept in the records of the Employment Service of Slovenia.
48 SRDAP – Statistical Register of Employment.
49 See http://www.stat.si/eng/novica_prikazi.aspx?id=649 (27 December 2006).
50 The SORS calculates statistics on job vacancies exclusively from existing sources, i.e. data from the SRDAP and registered need for
workers of the Employment Service of Slovenia. SORS data on the number of vacancies differs from the data of the Employment
Services. On the annual level, around 42% of all needs for workers recorded by the Employment Service are included. Monthly, this share
varies between 33 and 50%, primarily depending on the data of submitting the form on the need for a worker at the Employment Service
and the period available for application.
51 See http://www.stat.si/eng/novica_prikazi.aspx?id=298 (12 July 2006).
52 Following this regulation, the SORS currently sends to Eurostat three indicators in the field of the labour market: wages and hours from
the monthly survey on wages paid – annexes A (industry) and B (construction); and economically active persons from the monthly
statistics on employment (source: SRDAP) – annexes A (industry), B (construction), C (trade) and D (other services). We prepare and send
indices for all these indicators on a monthly basis. More about the statistics of short term indicators in this report is available in the
chapter “Business Statistics”.
53 The most recent data are published on the website http://www.stat.si/eng/novica_prikazi.aspx?id=820 (12 April 2007).
54 Hours actually worked are: (i) paid hours for regular work and overtime work; (ii) paid leave must be deducted: for the time of lunch
break, holidays, paid days of sick leave covered by the employers, education and annual leave; and (iii) it is also necessary to add in
unpaid overtime work.
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In 2006 the SORS began to examine possibilities for assessing hours actually worked from the
existing data sources and through the development of methodology. With the introduction of the EU
regulation concerning short term statistics55 and its amendment, the states are obliged to conduct
feasibility studies for the development of a methodology and the possibility of producing new
indicators. The SORS obliged itself to conduct a feasibility study in the field of annex D (other
services) for the indicator of hours actually worked.56

We also compared the data of several statistical surveys: on paid hours from the monthly report on
wages paid, individual components of working hours from the three year survey on working time,
data on paid and actual hours from the Labour Cost Survey (every four years) and data from the
Labour Force Survey, conducted continuously, with results being available quarterly. In 2007 the
SORS plans to search for new external data sources, to determine a methodology and produce a
system, and to prepare the first calculations.

Strike statistics In line with the provisions of the Act Governing Records in the Field of Labour and Social Security57

adopted in 2006, each employer encountering a strike or labour dispute arbitration will have to send
the SORS the prescribed form with data from the records on the forms of labour dispute settlement.
According to the act, preparation of the form and instructions is the duty of the Ministry of Labour,
Family and Social Affairs. Using the data obtained, the SORS will prepare official statistical data on
strikes in Slovenia.

Earnings and labour costs

Wages and wider labour costs constitute an important element in a company’s operation in terms of the planning
of expenses, staffing, stimulation systems, planning, etc. Wage policy is one of the key topical fields in economic
policy, which has not only a macroeconomic significance, but also a direct impact on the formation of wages in
companies.

Survey on wages
paid by legal entities

In 2006, there were no major changes in the survey on wages paid by legal entities. The data
continue to be collected by the AJPES,58 which sends them to the SORS, which is responsible for
their processing and dissemination. In 2006 the SORS adjusted the statistical procedures for the
calculation of monthly average earnings due to the transition to the euro. The data for December
2006 were already collected in euro amounts, because most legal entities already paid wages in
euros; however, the data were still published in tolars.59 In SI STAT, users can access informative
recalculations of data on average monthly earnings into euros.

Survey on wages
paid by sole traders
– rationalisation of
data collection,
cooperation with the
Tax Administration

In 2006 the SORS still conducted the survey on wages paid by sole traders (ZAP SP/M) on the
example on the old form. In addition to the SORS, data are also collected by the Tax Administration
of the Republic of Slovenia; therefore, in 2006 an analysis of the data of the Tax Administration from
the Form 1 Z and data of the SORS was conducted, and we began a comparative analysis of Tax
Administration data from the form “Report on data from the wage bills for person employed with
sole traders needed for the calculation and control of the correctness of calculation of the
withholding tax” and SORS data. The results of this analysis will contribute to the SORS’ decision on
whether it can use Tax Administration data for the survey and abolish its own collection. In this
regard, it is important that the source from which the data are taken is regular, of good quality and,
above all, stable.

55 See the regulation concerning short term statistics (Council Regulation (EC) No. 1165/98) and the adopted amendments to the
regulation (1158/2005).
56 For this indicator, we send to Eurostat the data from the hours paid for annexes A (industry) and B (construction).
57 See the Official Gazette of the Republic of Slovenia, No. 40/2006 (14 April 2006).
58 The statistical survey on paid gross wages and annual leave allowance is based on the data submitted to the AJPES by legal entities
from the public and private sectors on special forms (Form 1 – ZAP/M). In the past, data on gross wages paid were collected by the SORS
and the AJPES by means of different forms and with different deadlines. To ensure high quality and timely data, with as low a cost as
possible for both the providers and users of data, since January 2005 the data are only collected by the AJPES, and used by both
institutions, within the frameworks set out in the regulations and the agreement concluded between the SORS and the AJPES. Reporting
takes place prevalently in electronic form, via the web portal.
59 According to the methodology of recalculating the time series, the data are recalculated in two ways, by means of the irrevocable
exchange rate (EUR 1 = SIT 239.64), maintaining the indices of the time series and intended for analysis for Slovenia; or by means of the
current average monthly or annual exchange rate, intended for international comparisons (more on this at
http://www.stat.si/pxweb/Database/EUR_eng/EUR_eng.asp).
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Structure of
earnings statistics

The SORS continued its work on methodology and procedures for the annual structural earnings
statistics, including wages by occupation. We published data for 2004 by main occupation group, age
class, region of work, region of residence and gender. In 2007 the SORS will continue work on
improving the methodology and quality of data by searching for additional sources and introducing
statistical procedures of data organisation.

“The average monthly gross wage of women for 2004 amounted to SIT 256,193, which was around SIT 20,000
less than the average monthly gross wage of men, amounting to SIT 275,426” (source: the SORS).60

Statistical data on
labour costs

In 2005 the SORS conducted the Labour Costs Survey for 2004. In mid 2006, it released the first
data61 and sent them to Eurostat. According to the amended EU regulation62 on the monitoring of
quality adopted in May 2006, it also compiled and sent to Eurostat a report on quality.

For each interim year when the survey is not conducted, assessments are prepared. In addition to
wages and other earnings from work, which are just one of the components of labour costs of the
employer in connection with the persons it employs, the SORS also measures other labour costs,
such as: the employer’s social security contributions, costs of education, other labour costs and taxes
connected with wages (subsidies must be deducted).

“According to the assessed labour costs calculated on the basis of the existing sources, in 2005 the average
monthly labour costs per employee in Slovenia amounted to SIT 406,183, and the average monthly labour costs
for an hour actually worked were SIT 2,709. The largest share among labour costs went to receipts of employed
persons (81.9%), and the smallest share went to other labour costs (costs for clothes and costs of HRM),
amounting to 0.4%.” (source: the SORS).63

Labour cost index To measure trends in labour costs, the SORS quarterly calculates the labour cost index, for the
calculation of which in Slovenia existing sources are used exclusively.64 The EU regulation only
requires data for activities C–K, while in Slovenia the index is calculated for all activities (A–O), which
is now also advocated by Eurostat, which has already initiated procedures for such amendment to
the regulation.

“According to temporary data, in Slovenia in the third quarter of 2006 the labour costs for an hour actually worked
increased by 64.1% compared to the average of 2000” (source: the SORS).65

Further DEVELOPMENT of statistics on earnings and labour costs:
Structure of
Earnings Survey
2006

In 2006 the SORS began preparations for conducting the Structure of Earnings Survey for 2006,
planned for 2007. The concept of the survey is similar to that of 2002. However, data not found in the
existing sources will be collected through a questionnaire. On the basis of good cooperation with the
AJPES66 in the monthly survey on wages paid by legal entities, in December 2006 the SORS and the
AJPES signed an agreement on cooperation concerning implementation of the Structure of Earnings
Survey 2006. Guidelines for answering the questionnaire were published in the Official Gazette,67

and in March 2007 the SORS and the AJPES signed a technical protocol for transmitting data
between the two institutions for this survey. Reporting units can thus report their data electronically,
which is for them the friendliest way.

60 See http://www.stat.si/eng/novica_prikazi.aspx?id=701 (5 February 2007).
61 See http://www.stat.si/eng/novica_prikazi.aspx?id=284 (30 June 2006).
62 See Commission Regulation (EC) No. 698/2006 of 5 May 2006 implementing Council Regulation (EC) No. 530/1999 as regards quality
evaluation of structural statistics on labour costs and earnings.
63 See http://www.stat.si/eng/novica_prikazi.aspx?id=625 (14 December 2006).
64 I.e. data on the payments of general government revenues to certain accounts (payroll tax, employer’s contributions for employment,
for maternity leave, health insurance, injuries at work and occupational diseases, and for pension and disability insurance) – source:
Public Payments Administration of the Republic of Slovenia, monthly report on earnings by legal persons, Labour Force Survey, Labour
Costs Survey – source: the SORS.
65 See http://www.stat.si/eng/novica_prikazi.aspx?id=605 (8 December 2006).
66 The SORS and the AJPES concluded agreements on cooperation for the monthly survey on wages paid by legal entities and employed
persons by the amount of gross wage for October.
67 Guidelines on the content of data concerning the structure of earnings for employees at business subjects in the Republic of Slovenia,
needed for the Structure of Earnings Survey, and on the mode of reporting that data for the year 2006, Official Gazette No. 26/2007 of 23
March 2007 and the amendment, Official Gazette No. 34/2007 of 17 April 2007.
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Initial and continuing EDUCATION and TRAINING

In terms monitoring the implementation of the Lisbon Strategy and the concept of a “knowledge
based society”, it is important to collect data from the field of education and lifelong learning from
various sources (educational institutions, individual participants and employers). We continued to

regularly conduct statistical surveys in the field of formal and non formal education, and to prepare data on the
financing of education, where the main source of data is educational institutions or administrative records.
Besides this, in 2006 emphasis was placed on monitoring data on the level of education attained, both from the
point of view of an individual/participant (pilot survey on adult education), and of the employer (survey on
continuing education and training of employees).

Statistics on initial and continuing education and training

Through surveys in the field of statistics on pre school and formal education of youth (also youth with special
needs) and adults, and non formal or continuing education and training, the SORS collects data on participants,
graduates and staff with regard to their different characteristics, including data on certain additional services
provided to them by educational institutions. In addition, it also regularly conducts research, such as a survey on
the residence of secondary and tertiary education students in halls of residence, on the residence of children and
youth with special needs in different specialised institutions, and on scholarships granted to secondary and
tertiary education students.

“At the beginning of the school year 2005–2006, the elementary education of youth included 170,000 children, of whom almost
80% were included in the programmes of the 9 year primary school. At the end of the school year 2004–2005, secondary
education programmes involved 98,578 adolescent students and 18,942 adults. In 2005, 15,787 students graduated from
vocational colleges and institutes of higher education, which was 6%more than in the previous year” (source: the SORS).68

Monitoring of
expenses for
formal education

In line with the international methodology UOE69 and on the basis of the existing records (annual
accounts, budget records), since 2001 the SORS has collected data on the public, private and
international expenses of formal education according to the purpose of consumption and levels of
education, and since 2003 also data on the consumption of teaching and non teaching educational
institutions by type of consumption (wages, material costs, investments) and levels of education. In
2006 it collected and published key financial data (joint public expenses, public transfers, private
expenses – by level of education) for the time series 1995–2000.

“In 1995 the share of public expenses for education amounted to 5.87%, while until 2003 it amounted to
6.02%. In the joint expenses for education institutions with regard to the level of education, in 2004 the
share of expenses in the GDP for education institutions in elementary and tertiary education increased as
compared to 2003” (source: the SORS).70

Employers’ interest
in investment in
knowledge

To monitor the interest of employers in investment in knowledge, in 2006 the SORS conducted a
five year Survey on the Continuing Education and Training of Employees, which, in line with the EU
methodology CVTS,71 collected data on the participation of employees in various education and
training programmes, on the working hours spent for the acquisition of new knowledge, and on the
expenses of employers for the education of employees, etc. The results of this survey are envisaged
to be published in the first quarter of 2007.

Further DEVELOPMENT of education statistics:
Indicators in the
field of education

In 2006 Slovenia was included in the OECD project of indicators in the field of education, called INES.
The coordinator of this project for Slovenia is the Ministry of Education and Sport, while the SORS is
primarily involved in the project in connection with the transmission of data and development of new
indicators. By joining the project, Slovenia also ensured itself the publication of its data/indicators in
the most important international publication in the field of education, Education at a Glance 2007.72

68See http://www.stat.si/eng/novica_prikazi.aspx?id=320 (18 July 2006).
69 UOE is a joint questionnaire of three international organisations: UNESCO, the OECD and Eurostat.
70 See http://www.stat.si/eng/novice_poglej.asp?ID=1028 (4 April 2006).
71 The legal basis is Regulation (EC) No. 1552/2005 of the European Parliament and of the Council on statistics relating to vocational
training in enterprises (CVTS).
72 The 2000 publication is available at http://www.mszs.si/eurydice/pub/oecd/eag2000.pdf.
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Secondary and
elementary
education –
cooperation with
the Ministry of
Education and Sport
MŠŠ)

In 2006 cooperation between the SORS and the MŠŠ successfully continued, with the SORS
collecting certain data at the level of educational institutions in cooperation with the MŠŠ, i.e. taking
them from it. These are data on enrolment in secondary education programmes and certain data on
elementary education of youth and work training of children with special needs enrolled in
elementary music and dance education, and on parents’ payments for kindergarten programmes. To
further rationalise the monitoring of data and disburdening of reporting units, the SORS also plans to
take data on the staff in elementary and secondary education from the ŠKIS database of the Ministry
of Education and Sport, and to design a joint e data report on secondary education at the end of the
school year, plus a joint e questionnaire on elementary education.

In accordance with the government work program, the MŠŠ (within a special working group) in 2005
worked intensively on the preparation of the act on records in the field of education, which would,
among other things, provide a legal basis for the keeping of records at the level of participants and,
thus, give the SORS the possibility to take data directly from these records. The project was stopped,
and the discussion and adoption of this act was removed from the 2006 government work
programme (this task is also not in the 2007 government work programme). Before the project was
cancelled, the SORS and the Ministry of Education and Sport agreed that the SORS be included in
the group work; however, this agreement has never been realised due to the project being cancelled.

Related to the present legislative and organisational regulation of data collection in the field of
education, in March 2007 the SORS prepared a special report. In this report the SORS presented the
state of affairs and the problems of using data collections in the field of education in terms of the
needs of official statistics, and proposed some solutions. The SORS will inform the appropriate
bodies about the problems, findings and proposed solutions from this report. An initiative will be
presented that the Ministry of Higher Education and the Ministry of Labour attempt to regulate and
update records and data collections in terms of content, legal issues, and organisational and
information aspects, if possible in the form of a single umbrella act on data collection in the field of
education.

International adult
education survey

At the end of 2006 a pilot adult education survey was conducted on a sample of 500 persons. The
report on this survey will be ready in the first quarter of 2007, and the main survey will be conducted
in autumn 2007.

Some explanations about the survey
In addition to general socioeconomic data on households and the person surveyed, the survey also includes a basic
module of questions referring to (non )inclusion in the activities of formal, non formal and occasional education,
as well as additional modules of questions about participation in culture, social inclusion, self assessment
regarding the knowledge of languages, and the use/knowledge of information technology.

Regulation on
education and
lifelong learning

The SORS participated in the procedures of preparing and adopting the regulation on education and
lifelong learning. This regulation is foreseen to be adopted in 2007 and will constitute a legal basis for
the future collection and reporting of data through the UOE questionnaire and the Adult Education
Survey. In 2007, the latter will still be conducted on the basis of a mutual agreement.

Statistics on CULTURE

In 2006 extensive work in the field of statistics on culture was dedicated to the revision of these
statistics, with the aim to: (i) disburden reporting units; (ii) use administrative sources to the greatest
possible extent; (iii) define which data from the field of culture belong in the framework of national

statistics and which constitute monitoring of the situation at the level of the relevant ministry and serve the
development of, following of and financial support to activities covered by the national cultural programme; and
(iv) offer all necessary assistance to employees of the ministry responsible for culture concerning the production
of sectoral statistics (also to be continued in the future).

REVISION of statistics on culture

In 2006 the SORS revised the statistical questionnaires dedicated to monitoring cultural activities from the
institutional point of view, with the exception of the survey on the work of school libraries, which will be the
subject of revision in the first quarter of 2007. Thus, the revised questionnaires for 2004 and 2005 were sent to
the reporting units in November 2006, and the results of the surveys should be published by July 2007.
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Revised
questionnaires –
rationalisation of
data collection

With the revised questionnaires, the SORS will collect the most important data from providers of
cultural activities from different fields of culture, i.e. the data indispensable for monitoring cultural
policies at the national level and for international reporting. Data referring to the basic, regular
activity of providers will be collected at the annual level, while the other, structural data will be
gathered for the period of several years. In this, we will need data that are already available in
existing records/databases within the SORS or other institutions, to be acquired from them and not
from reporting units; this will result in a reduction in the extent of the questionnaires and, therefore,
the disburdening of reporting units, which is one of the major goals of the revision.

Monitoring culture from the economic and social viewpoints
In the future, according to the orientation of Eurostat, monitoring culture will come with a greater emphasis on its
consequences from the economic and social viewpoints. The sources for this data will primarily be existing
administrative sources, e.g. the Statistical Register of Employment, structural statistics and the Business Register,
as well as the surveys on households, like the Household Budget Survey and the Survey on Participation in
Cultural Activities, which is envisaged to be conducted for the first time in 2007 in the form of a special module
within the Adult Education Survey. In 2007 and in the following years, the SORS expects greater engagement by
Eurostat and other international institutions in this field of statistics, as in 2005 and 2006 these activities
stagnated (primarily due to the lack of several types of sources).

Development of
sectoral records
and statistics

To obtain high quality and sufficient data from external sources, in the future it will be necessary to
develop sectoral statistics in the field of culture. The development of sectoral statistics will bring a
major change to the national system, also requiring the regulation of its legal basis, and human
resources and financial reinforcement of the “in between” organisations important for the collection
of statistical data.

HEALTH – health status and health care

In 2006 the Institute of Public Health (IVZ RS) intensified its efforts to improve the accessibility of data and
information, especially via the institute website. It prepared methodological guidelines for several subject matter
and information technical areas of data collection, and published many data analyses. Appropriate regulation of
safe processing of sensitive personal data is still a large organisational and technical challenge.

Preparation of
annual databases

Within its regular tasks the Institute of Public Health processed and prepared annual databases for
data, for which it is responsible under the Healthcare Databases Act. It also modernised data
processing in line with personal data protection requirements and adjustment to the EU revision of
methodological guidelines for individual data collections. Major changes took place within the
established projects.

IVZ’s professional
publications

In 2006 the IVZ published the second edition of the International Classification of Diseases (ICD 10),
the first and second book in printed form. Also the International Classification of Functions (ICF) was
published as a printed publication, and the Health Statistical Yearbook for 2004 was published in
electronic form.

International
projects

Due to alignment with EU requirements, the IVZ was included in Eurostat implementation projects
regarding statistics on the causes of death, work injuries and occupational diseases, and monitoring
hospital treatments. The IVZ was also included in an implementation project for preparing the main
survey on health and health care, which will be conducted in 2007. As regards hospital treatments, an
important project for the inclusion of Slovenia into the European system of monitoring injuries took
place, namely monitoring injuries at home and during leisure time as well as injuries at work.

E births The inter institutional project E Government (e reporting of births and deaths, with informatisation
of the deaths database) has been finished by the IVZ for the part referring to registering births. As
regards the e deaths subproject, due to established work procedures that are not in line with
regulations, the working group was faced with a number of open issues due to which it was not
possible to prepare a plan for introducing e death reporting in the central register. Members of the
project council decided to establish a special expert group which will prepare a proposal of
comprehensive content modernisation of the coroner’s service and a proposal for setting up a
legislative framework for the changes proposed and adopted by the legal department of the Ministry
of Health.
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Health satellite
accounts

In 2006 national health satellite accounts for 2004 were prepared and national health satellite
accounts for 2003 were revised (for which the SORS is responsible). The accounts were expanded
with data on long term social care and data on health related activities (education, research and
development, etc.). A survey was conducted about the sources of data for hospital services and
medicines regarding age and sex of patients, and the International Classification of Diseases.
Estimates of expenditure for 2004 were prepared.

Monitoring of the
condition of persons
covered by
compulsory health
insurance

The Health Insurance Institute of Slovenia regularly monitors the condition of persons covered by
compulsory health insurance, the income and expenses of the institute, and temporary absence from
work due to health reasons burdening the institute’s assets.

STANDARD OF LIVING – income, poverty and social inclusion

Within statistics on the standard of living, the SORS primarily collects data on the basis of surveys in
households and uses them for the calculation of various indicators. In 2006 in the field of statistics on
the standard of living, special attention was paid to the conduct of a harmonised survey on households

and the use of administrative data in the field of social statistics.

Survey on Living
Conditions (EU
SILC73)

In 2006 statistics on the standard of living were characterised by preparations for the second conduct
of the Survey on Living Conditions and the preparation of the results of the first conduct of this
survey in 2005. This survey is, as a priority task, also envisaged in the Medium term Programme of
Statistical Surveys 2003–2007, and with it the SORS implements the increasing tendency of the
Slovenian statistics service towards connecting survey and administrative sources, which the
medium term programme specifically identifies as a goal that must be accelerated in the period
covered by the programme. This results in the reduction of survey costs and disburdening of the
respondents.

Indicators of social
cohesion – income
and poverty

At the EU level, the Survey on Living Conditions is the source for statistics on income and living
conditions. By means of this source, the SORS calculated social cohesion indicators on the basis of
EU SILC 2005 and released them for the first time in February 2007.

“In 2004, 12.1% of the Slovenian population lived under the poverty threshold; in the EU such inhabitants made
up 16%” (source: the SORS).74

In the analysis, the SORS cannot directly upgrade the previously released indicators of social
cohesion calculated on the basis of the Household Budget Survey with indicators calculated by
means of the new Survey on Living Conditions. The data can only be shown separately, with precise
methodological explanations. To make the monitoring of social cohesion in Slovenia easier for users
by means of the original indicators as well, the SORS calculated them from both sources.75 In the
future, it will publish income and poverty indicators calculated only from the Survey on Living
Conditions, which has become the reference source of data on income at the EU level.

Due to the lack of longitudinal data, the SORS cannot yet calculate the level of long term poverty. It
will not be possible to calculate this indicator before 2009, when the SORS will have a three year
series of data (according to the definition, a person suffers long term poverty if he is poor for two
years out of three).

73 The EU SILC survey covers fields such as income, basic housing conditions, physical and social environments, demographic data,
education, economic activity, health and access to health services, and other non financial indicators.
74 See http://www.stat.si/eng/novica_prikazi.aspx?id=708 (9 February 2007).
75 Until 2006 the analysis of the poverty of Slovenian households was primarily based on data from the regular Household Budget Survey
(APG). The Survey on Living Conditions (EU SILC) is a new source (common to all EU Member States) for the calculation of indicators of
income and poverty based on European Commission regulations. Compared to the Household Budget Survey, it is a better source of data
on income used for the calculation of income and poverty indicators. The reason for this is that the EU SILC is a survey based on a much
larger sample than the APG, which makes the results more representative. The EU SILC and APG are two methodologically different
statistical surveys and are not comparable, which must be taken into account in the interpretation of results.
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SOCIAL PROTECTION – statistics on social protection, and pension and
disability insurance

According to the ESSPROS76 methodology, social protection comprises all financial transfers of public
and private institutions reducing the burdens of certain risks or needs of households or individuals,
without simultaneously ensuring an equal compensation and not being the result of individual

arrangements. The risks or needs, i.e. the fields of observation, are the following: sickness and health care,
disability, age, death of the family provider, family and children, unemployment, accommodation, and other
forms of social exclusion.

Statistics on expenditure and receipts concerning social protection

In 2006 the SORS conducted its regular survey on the expenditure and revenues of social protection programmes
according to the ESSPROSmethodology, and also published the results for 2004.

Labour Market
Policy – pilot project

Within Phare 2003, in 2006 the SORS continued77 work on the Eurostat project Labour Market Policy
(LMP), with which it wanted to obtain high quality information and quantitative data (data on
participants and expenditure) for each individual LMP78 measure implemented in the observed year
2003. The SORS prepared these data in close cooperation with the Ministry of Labour, Family and
Social Affairs, and the Employment Service of Slovenia. The data were sent to Eurostat in April 2006.
In 2006 the SORS began to collect data on the LMP for 2005.

Pension and
disability insurance

In 2006 the newly founded Statistics and Research Service, an independent statistical department of
the Pension and Disability Insurance Institute of Slovenia, worked to improve new statistical fields
and develop them further. These fields are insured persons, the occupationally disabled, financial
statistics, statistics on the recipient of benefits/retired persons, and statistics on contributions. An
unfinished task is the establishment of international statistics, which is a considerably demanding
work, as the service endeavours to obtain data from the past while the persons no longer reside in
Slovenia. Besides this, in parallel with the current project of renovating the records of the institute,
the quality of statistical data should be improved continuously, primarily in the field of insured
persons.

Statistics on parental protection and family benefits

With its proposals and comments within the Eurostat working party on social protection, in 2006 the SORS actively
participated in the creation of the Regulation concerning the European System of Integrated Social Protection Statistics,
which will oblige Slovenia to send data on the basic ESSPROS system covering financial data on the expenditure and receipts
of social protection programmes, qualitative information on individual benefit by individual programme, data on pension
beneficiaries, data on net social protection benefits, and data on certain other modules, if they turn out to be feasible.

Preparation of the
Regulation
concerning the
European System of
Integrated Social
Protection Statistics

In connection with the grants offered by Eurostat in the field of social protection, the SORS obliged
itself to further improve the data it already sends to Eurostat – e.g. the use of another basis for the
calculation – and to supplement themwith additional information as follows:
For the period from 2000 to 2005, qualitative information on each individual social benefit within
an individual social protection programme will be supplemented and, primarily, updated according
to precise rules.
For the period from 2000 to 2005, data on the number of pension beneficiaries will be improved
and supplemented.
For 2005, a report on quality for the basic data systemwill be compiled.

Work on all three campaigns will be concluded in 2007, with the qualitative information being sent to
Eurostat by the end of June, the data on beneficiaries by the end of July, and the report on quality by
the end of September 2007.

76 ESSPROS – European System of Integrated Social Protection Statistics.
77 Implementation of the project began already in 2005.
78 The project involves the acquisition of data on, for instance, the types and characteristics of measures on the labour market and their
classification with regard to the European LMP methodology, on the type of expenditure for an individual measure, on the number and
structure of beneficiaries, etc.
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CONSUMER PROTECTION – food safety statistics

The main goals of the Action Plan for the Development of Organic Farming in Slovenia by 2015 are the following:
to increase the share of organic farms; to increase the share of agricultural land in use; to join the interests of
different sectors in organic farming and sale and promotion of organic food; to increase the confidence of the
public in organic food and organic farming; to include organic farming in education and consulting programmes;
to increase the offer of high quality locally produced and health friendly food on the market; to encourage the
so called short supply chains with organic food; and to increase processing on farms or in small enterprises.

Food safety
statistics

Healthy food

Data belonging to food safety statistics (organic farming) are sent to Eurostat by the Ministry of
Agriculture, Forestry and Food, and are not published in Slovenia.

The SORS monitors the field of food safety through active participation in the workshop organised
by Eurostat. From organic farming, this field expands to healthy food through the statistical
monitoring of diseases resulting from the consumption of food and water. To monitor these
statistics, the SORS cooperates with the Institute for Public Health of the Republic of Slovenia (IVZ).

Round table on food
safety at Statistical
Days in Radenci

At the 16th annual Statistical Days, held in November 2006 at Radenci,79 the SORS organised a round
table on food safety. It was found that a very large number of institutions (most within the state
administration) are active in this field, covering their respective (more specialised) fields. Different
institutions have a considerable amount of data, but they mostly do not disseminate them to the
wider public. There are also many relevant official registers and records, which could become a
source of data for the needs of the SORS. The group identified certain fields where there has not
been a systematic data collection, e.g. prices of organic food or amounts of organic food sold
through the trade network (imports, Slovenian production). Data on the amounts of products of
special quality produced and sold, i.e. food, are also insufficient.

Release of data on
the SORS website

We accepted the initiative for an agreement on common presentation of data in the field of food
safety on the SORS website in connection with the websites of institutions possessing such data.
This would also be a disburdening concerning additional requirements for data. These activities will
start in 2007.

Accidents during
leisure activities

In the field of consumer protection, Eurostat’s requirements concerning the transmission of data on
accidents during leisure activities (injuries due to the use of consumer goods at home, for sports, etc.)
are getting closer. Data in this field could be provided by the IVZ in cooperation with the Ministry of
the Economy–Consumer Protection Office of the Republic of Slovenia. Activities in this field are in
their initial stage.

OTHER SOCIAL STATISTICS – statistics on crime, elections, gender, disabled
persons

Other social statistics comprise statistics monitoring specific groups of people or events on special occasions, like
elections.

CRIME statistics

“Crime affects an important part of the population. It results in large costs; causes loss, injuries and
emotional troubles for families and victims; and disturbs people in the enjoyment of the results of their
work; it undermines the confidence of the public in democratic processes and threatens human rights

and democratic institutions; it creates an exaggerated fear of crime and calls for revenge or different forms of
ethnic conflicts.”80

79 More about the conference in this report in the chapter on Slovenian national statistics in the international environment.
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Within crime statistics, the SORS has conducted regular annual surveys in the field of statistics on justice,
collecting data on minors and adults, as well as on legal entities, from the commencement of the procedure with
the conclusion of investigations and pre trial procedures, when crimes are reported to the prosecutors, to the
final judgements, with consideration to the type of criminal offence, in line with the Penal Code of the Republic of
Slovenia.

Creation of a
common
methodology of
crime recording –
revision of crime
statistics

Within the National Programme for the Prevention and Suppression of Crime, produced in 2006, the
SORS was appointed a participating institution in the task of creating a common methodology of
crime recording from discovery to the final judgement, and connecting the records of the police,
offices of the prosecutors, courts and prisons. Activities concerning this task will begin in 2007. The
SORS also began to cooperate with the Ministry of Justice in the revision and harmonisation of the
methodology of monitoring the operation of courts within the ministry, which will continue in 2007.

Internationally
comparable crime
statistics

The adopted political guidelines concerning the prevention and suppression of crime at the EU level
also require internationally comparable statistical data in this field. In 2007 and the following years,
Eurostat’s activities in the field of crime statistics (which will be harmonised with the activities within
UN agencies) will be oriented towards the collection of existing data based on administrative
records, and towards the development of their international comparability, towards the
development of definitions andmethodology for the monitoring of organised crime, and towards the
harmonisation of victimological surveys. To this end, in 2006 Eurostat founded the working party on
crime statistics, to which a SORS representative was also appointed.

ELECTION statistics

The SORSmonitors and releases data on election results at the national and local levels, as well as the
results of the elections of European Parliament members.

Local elections
2006

In 2006 local elections were held in the Republic of Slovenia. Based on data received from the
Government Office for Local Self government and Regional Policy, the source of which were
municipal election commissions, the SORS prepared data on the results of these elections (on
candidates, municipal councillors and mayors elected, and voter turnout).81 It prepared a special
publication, “Local elections, 1994–2006”, with an overview of the results of local elections in the
1994–2006 period. Due to late proclamation of the official results of local elections in 2006, the
publication, which was expected to come out at the end of 2006, was actually published in April
2007.82

GENDER statistics

“Gender equality is a value and goal of the policy of equal opportunities for women and men. Gender equality
means that women and men truly have an equal position in society, and the same chances for activities and
establishment in public and private life. Gender equality means the acceptance and equal valuation of the
differences between women and men, and their different roles in society. One condition for achieving the goal of
gender equality is the provision of equal treatment to women and men, and the encouragement of equal
opportunities for them in all areas of life.”83

In the field of gender statistics, the SORS continued the presentation of different statistics by gender on the basis
of international methodology. In this field it cooperates with a number of ministries and other institutions which
create and use data by gender, and especially intensively with the Office for Equal Opportunities.

Monitoring gender
equality

In 2006 the SORS performed many activities within monitoring gender equality, including following
international methodology, filling in international questionnaires in this field, updating data for the
UNECE database, and participating in meetings in Slovenia and abroad discussing this issue, with a
special emphasis on eliminating discrimination against certain population groups and monitoring
data on violence against women and children.

80 Assist. Prof. Dr. Gorazd Meško, College of Police and Security Studies.
81 See http://www.stat.si/eng/novica_prikazi.aspx?id=356 (3 August 2006).
82The publication is available at http://www.stat.si/doc/pub/06 RP 078 0701.pdf.
83 Majda Potrata, Maribor, 11 February 2006.
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Periodic Plan for Implementation of the National Programme of Equal Opportunities for Women and Men
for the period 2006–2007
April 2006 saw the adoption of the Periodic Plan for Implementation of the National Programme of Equal
Opportunities for Women and Men for the period 2006–2007,84 which is the measure implementing the national
programme laying down the priority tasks and activities for achieving the goals in individual areas of the national
programme for a period of two years. The periodic plan defines in more detail the means needed for performance
of the tasks and activities, the time periods, and the manner of their implementation.

A special publication is being prepared containing data collected by means of various surveys, which
will contribute to detecting and recognising gender inequality in Slovenia. The publication, which will
be a contribution towards eliminating and preventing gender inequality, will be issued in June 2007.

Statistics concerning DISABLED PERSONS

In the field of statistics concerning disabled persons, in 2006 the SORS cooperated with the Directorate for the
Disabled operating within the Ministry of Labour, Family and Social Affairs, and with various institutions in the
field of health care, and social security and care. An important aim of this cooperation was to examine existing
data sources which could serve the following purposes: (i) to cover the need for data; (ii) to obtain additional data
necessary; (iii) to establish a common register of disabled persons; and (iv) to produce an international
classification of disability and health. By monitoring local and international methodology, the SORS would like
to prepare a concept for the website, which will enable users to access the data and content sources available in
this field.

A special publication containing data from various sources about disabled persons in Slovenia is being prepared. It will be
published in September 2007.

Development of social statistics database

The connection of administrative and statistical sources is one of the main priority tasks of the Medium term
Programme of Statistical Surveys 2003–2007.

Project for the
establishment of a
social statistics
database (PBSS)

In 2006 the SORS further increased its inter institutional cooperation and other activities for the
establishment of a multipurpose database of social statistics. In 2006 it began the project of
establishing the database, which is to be concluded at the end of 2007. The purpose of the project is
to enable access at a single place to a number of databases from different fields, i.e. population,
labour market, housings, social benefits, etc. Through transparency over the data sources, the SORS
will, in the long run, considerably reduce costs and disburden reporting units, as in this way it will
prevent the duplication of sources and individual variables, and also improve the quality and
timeliness of statistical data.

84 On 27 November 2005 the National Assembly of the Republic of Slovenia adopted the Resolution on the National Programme of Equal
Opportunities for Women and Men 2005–2013, the basic purpose of which is to improve the position of women and to ensure sustainable
development in the establishment of gender equality.
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III. ECONOMIC STATISTICS

With their concentration of economic power, impact on the position of employees, and impact on nature and the
business and political environment, large companies have an increasing social responsibility. The nature of
mutual connections between companies, the state structure and wider society, together with the connection with
wider frameworks, including nature and technology, exerts a powerful impact on the activity of companies and
their behaviour.

III.1 MACROECONOMIC STATISTICS

In Europe, macroeconomic statistics are the basis for decision making at the level of common economic policy.
The preparation of national accounts in Slovenia involves the intensive participation of three institutions: the
SORS, the Bank of Slovenia and the Ministry of Finance. The mutual agreement on cooperation in the field of
macroeconomic and financial statistics precisely defines the responsibilities of individual signatories.

NATIONAL ACCOUNTS –monitoring accounts that cover the entire economy

In national statistics, the national accounts justifiably constitute one of the major statistical fields, as
their extensive and detailed data monitor the situation and operation of the entire economy of the
country.

Gross domestic
product and other
main aggregates of
national accounts

The SORS released estimates of gross domestic product (GDP) and other main aggregates of
national accounts within the periods envisaged. The first estimate calculated within the annual
accounts was published in mid September, and it included detailed data on the GDP by output,
income and expenditure method at current and constant prices, as well as the estimate of gross
national income, employment and other aggregates of national accounts. The SORS used two new
data sources in the preparation of estimates, checked the classification of units into market and non
market, prepared a new bridge table between transactions presented in local budgets and national
accounts, and methodologically improved the estimates of flows of labour and capital income with
the rest of the world. Besides this, it used the method of double deflation for estimation of the GDP
at constant prices by the output method.

“In 2006 the economic growth in Slovenia was 5.2% and it was mostly based on export and investment. In

nominal terms, gross domestic product amounted to SIT 7,126 billion or EUR 29,741 million, which is EUR 14,811

per person” (source: the SORS).85

Preparations for the
main GDP 2005
revision

The year 2006 saw the preparation of estimates within the so called main 2005 revision, with which
the GDP estimate will be harmonised to an even greater extent with the European System of
Accounts 1995 and criteria of exhaustiveness. The revision will improve the estimate of dwelling
activities of households, travel allowances in small enterprises, student work, and work according to
authorship contracts and work contracts, and for the first time the GDP will include estimates for
deliberately non registered household activities (giving of lessons at home and alternative medical
treatment) and for the illegal economy. This revision will raise the GDP level by 1.4 to 1.9 percent.
The results of the revision will be published in September 2007, and in the first step they will cover
the period 2000–2006.

Report on Gross
National Income

The data on gross national income are the basis for determination of the contribution of the Member
State to the EU budget under gross national income (the so called fourth “Community’s own
source”). Therefore, the SORS also sends the European Commission (Eurostat) data on gross
domestic product and gross national income through the so called Report on Gross National
Income,86 composed of two parts:

85 See http://www.stat.si/eng/novica_prikazi.aspx?id=753 (9 March 2007).
86 The full report is available only in Slovene at http://www.stat.si/doc/vsebina/03/Poro ilo_o_BND_2006.pdf.
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the questionnaire on gross national income, showing the data on gross domestic product and
gross national income for the last four years, and changes with regard to the data released the
previous year; and

the report on quality, describing major changes in methods and sources of the estimation of
gross domestic product and gross national income, and explaining the revisions of data during
consecutive years.

Description of the
sources and
methods for gross
national income
compilation

At the end of the year, the SORS completed the description of the sources and methods for the
compilation of the gross national income and sent it to Eurostat. The description was prepared in line
with the provisions of Council Regulation No. 1287/2003, requiring Member States to submit to
Eurostat a description of the methods and data sources used for estimation of the gross national
income and its categories according to the European System of Accounts 1995. The SORS published
the translation of the first chapter on its website in January 2007,87 and the remaining chapters will
be published when the majority of discussions with Eurostat is finished, which is expected for the
second half of 2007.

Compensation of
employees

At the beginning of the year, data on compensation of employees by activity, broken down by
component (gross wages and employers’ social security contributions),88 for the period 1995–2004
were released for the first time.

Gross capital
formation by
activity,
institutional sector
and product

June saw the first release of data on gross capital formation by category (gross fixed capital
formation, changes in inventories, net acquisition of valuables), by activity (at the two digit level of
the SCA), by institutional sector and by product.89 The estimates were prepared at current prices and
at constant prices of the previous year, and cover the period 2000–2004.

Quarterly data on
the deficit and debt
of the general
government sector

The SORS began to publish quarterly data for individual categories of revenue and expenditure of the
general government sector already in 2003, and in 2006 the data for all categories were released for
the first time, which also enabled calculation of the deficit/surplus.90 In 2006 the Ministry of Finance
(MF) started to provide data on the debt of the general government sector by quarter.

Expenditure of the
general government
sector by purpose,
and general
government
revenues from taxes
and social
contributions

Data on the expenditure of the general government sector by purpose (e.g. social protection,
education, health, defence) were published for the period 2000–2005.91 The revenues of the general
government sector from taxes and social contributions in the same period were shown by type of tax
and social contribution (also at the most detailed level of domestic taxes) and broken down by
recipient (central government, local government, social security funds and European Union).92

Supply and use
tables

As part of the national accounts, at the end of the year the SORS published the supply and use tables
for 2003, with a detailed breakdown of the goods and services account, the production account, and
the generation of income account.93 For the needs of preparing the tables, in 2006 the SORS
conducted a statistical survey on the structure of intermediate consumption and revenues.

Report on Value
Added Tax

Within its regular tasks, in July the SORS, in cooperation with the Ministry of Finance, prepared a
Report on Value Added Tax for 2005, which is the basis for the calculation of Slovenia’s contribution
to the EU budget on the basis value added tax. In the preparation of the report, the MF was
responsible for the financial part, while the statistical part was entirely prepared by the SORS.94

Theoretical value
added tax

The theoretical value added tax (VAT) is the amount of VAT which would be collected if all economic
entities paid VAT in line with the existing legislation. The difference between theoretical VAT and
VAT that the tax authorities actually receive (accured VAT) appears due to intentional or non
intentional non payment of VAT, or due to tax evasion. The calculation of the theoretical VAT, i.e. its
amount, gives the information on how exhaustive the gross domestic product is covered. The SORS
prepared the calculation of the theoretical VAT for 2002 and 2003 within the calculation of the basis

87 The full document is only in Slovene at http://www.stat.si/doc/vsebina/03/OpisMetodologijeBND 1.pdf.
88 See http://www.stat.si/eng/novice_poglej.asp?ID=894 (11 January 2006).
89 See http://www.stat.si/eng/novica_prikazi.aspx?id=268 (22 June 2006).
90 See http://www.stat.si/eng/novica_prikazi.aspx?id=239 (9 June 2006).
91 See http://www.stat.si/eng/novica_prikazi.aspx?id=653 (28 December 2006).
92 See http://www.stat.si/eng/novica_prikazi.aspx?id=446 (19 September 2006).
93 See http://www.stat.si/eng/novica_prikazi.aspx?id=647 (28 December 2006).
94 The entire document is available only in Slovene at http://www.stat.si/doc/vsebina/03/Porocilo_o_DDV%202005.pdf.
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for the determination of the Community’s own source based on VAT, and produced it within the
supply and use tables.95

Non financial
institutional sectoral
accounts –
quarterly

At the end of the year, the SORS released for the first time the quarterly non financial sectoral
accounts, the compilation of which is required by Regulation (EC) No. 1161/2005. According to the
regulation, the obligation of the countries whose gross domestic product does not exceed one
percent of the gross domestic product of the European Union (which includes Slovenia) is limited to
two sectors, the general government sector and the rest of the world. The SORS released the data on
15 December, which is more than three weeks before the statutorily stipulated deadline.96

Non financial
institutional sectoral
accounts –
annual

The year 2006 also saw intensive development of the methodology and preparation of annual non
financial sectoral accounts for non financial companies, financial companies, households and non
profit institutions serving households. The system of non financial sectoral accounts is composed of
current accounts and accumulation accounts. The current accounts in sequence show the production
and the distribution and use of income, while the accumulation account presents, for non financial
transactions, transfers of capital and acquisitions minus disposals of non financial assets. Individual
accounts are mutually connected with balances, i.e. balancing items, as a difference between the
sources and uses by individual transaction. The most important balancing items in the system of
accounts are value added, operating surplus, primary income balance, disposable income, saving,
and net lending (+)/net borrowing (–). The complete institutional sectoral accounts will be released
for the first time in June 2007 and will cover the period 2000–2005. Thus, the SORS will conclude the
fourth stage of the development of national accounts.

Financial accounts
with regard to the
requirements of the
ECB – quarterly

In May 2006 for the first time the Bank of Slovenia (BS) compiled quarterly data for financial accounts
in line with the guideline ECB/2002/7, supplemented by ECB/2005/13, on ECB requirements
concerning statistical reporting for quarterly financial accounts of the monetary union.

Since the quarterly data also serve as a source for the compilation of annual financial accounts
according to Council Regulation (EC) No. 2223/96, the reporting of annual data for financial accounts
was abolished in 2006. Besides this, in 2006 the SORS revised the financial accounts data for the
period from 2001 to the third quarter of 2006 to ensure high quality data and consistency with other
statistics. The main reasons for this revision were the change in methodology and concept of the
structure of financial accounts, as well as changes in other statistics (balance of payments/IPI, general
government statistics, non financial accounts).

Financial accounts of
the government
sector – quarterly

In 2006 for the first time the Bank of Slovenia sent to Eurostat and the ECB quarterly data on the
financial accounts of the general government sector according to the regulation of the European
Parliament and of the Council (EC) No. 501/2004, prepared in cooperation between the SORS, the
Ministry of Finance and the Bank of Slovenia in line with the inter institutional agreement. In this, the
Ministry of Finance primarily provided data on transactions concerning the servicing of debt and data
on debt trends.

Release of data for
the entire general
government sector

In 2006 for the third year, the Ministry of Finance prepared data according to the new manual of the
International Monetary Fund for the entire general government sector – however, only in the part
referring to transactions, and not in the part referring to data from balance sheets . The data will be
published in the yearbook of the International Monetary Fund, Government Finance Statistics
Yearbook, in the first half of 2007.

Implementation of
the new GFSmanual

At the end of 2001 the International Monetary Fund issued a new Manual on Government Finance
Statistics 2001, harmonised with the methodologies SNR93 and ESR95. Implementation of the
manual will be a demanding and gradual time consuming process, which will include a series of
methodological changes and adjustments primarily in the field of capturing general government
transactions, as well as the establishment of records enabling the preparation of balance sheets for
the institutional government sector. The Ministry of Finance has already begun activities in this field,
which will be reflected in the new act on public finance, which is to come into force in 2008.

95 The entire document is available only in Slovene at http://www.stat.si/doc/vsebina/03/TeoreticniDDV.pdf.
96 See http://www.stat.si/eng/novica_prikazi.aspx?id=623 (15 February 2006).
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Monitoring PRICE statistics

In Slovenia, inflation showing the change in the level of prices is measured with the consumer price
index. This shows the changes in retail prices of goods and services that the local population intends
for final consumption at home and abroad. To monitor the movement of retail prices and ensure price

stability in the EU area, and to compare inflation levels between EU Member States, the SORS also calculates
the harmonised index of consumer prices, which measures changes in the level of retail prices of goods and
services with regard to the structure of expenses the consumers (local and foreign) intend for the purchase of
final consumption products on Slovenian territory (principle of domestic consumption). In 2006 the SORS
provided all monthly indicators in the field of price statistics to domestic and foreign users within the planned
periods of time.

Introduction of euro
and monitoring of
prices

Within the preparations for the introduction of the euro, in March 2006, in addition to the regular
monitoring of consumer prices, the SORS also began to prepare and release additional analyses of
prices for the subgroups of products and services that most influenced the total movement in prices,
and the prices of which deviated the most from the movement of prices in the past five years. The
SORS publishes detailed analyses of prices97 for:

goods/services with the largest impact on inflation
goods/services with the largest change in price in the last five years

Simultaneously, in agreement between the Ministry of the Economy, the Consumer Protection
Office of the Republic of Slovenia and the SORS, the Slovenian Consumers’ Association followed and
published data on the prices of individual goods and services according to the methodology of the
International Consumer Research Institute, and pointed out any unjustified increase or decrease in
prices, with an indication of the specific seller and product or service.

Calculation of personal inflation98

For easier and better understanding of inflation, the SORS also prepared a calculator of personal inflation, by
means of which any user can calculate or check to what extent their personal inflation differs from the one
measured officially.

Activities in the field
of monitoring
producer prices of
products and
services –
impact of the
regulation
concerning short
term statistics

By means of industrial producer price indices, the SORS measures changes in the prices of industrial
products sold on the domestic market. Since 1997 industrial producer prices have been collected
according to the new Nomenclature of Industrial Products (NIP), and processed and published by
activity of the Standard Classification of Activities (SCA) at the level of branches, sub branches and
divisions.

In line with the requirements from the regulation concerning short term statistics99 for the provision
of necessary and appropriate price indices, in 2006 the SORS accelerated its activities concerning the
development and preparation of a methodological basis for the collection of data on export and
import producer prices.

The amendments to the regulation concerning short term statistics also introduce the obligation to
establish a methodology and provision of the producer prices of services for many and varied service
activities. The biggest problem in the fulfilment of this task, which the SORS began to implement at
the end of 2004, is the unrealistic time period laid down in the regulation, as the first reference and
the latest base year is supposed to be 2006, as well as the complexity and difficulty of monitoring
prices of services in general.

Regular annual
revisions –
consumer price
indices and the
harmonised price
index

Similar to previous years, in 2006 the SORS also performed regular annual revisions of the consumer
price index and harmonised index of prices. For both indices, these revisions comprised updating the
list of points of sale and the list of products and services for the monitoring of prices, as well as the
preparation of new weights for the calculation of indices.

Concerning both indices, the SORS also continued improvement of the procedures and processes,
based on the process of harmonisation and the previously adopted regulations in this field. In January
2006 the SORS thus made the transition to the new index base (2005 = 100), prepared recalculations
of data for the previous years, and introduced a somewhat changedmethod of data release.

97 Detailed price analyses are available at http://www.stat.si/eng/evro_spremljanje_analize.asp.
98 The calculation of personal inflation is available at http://www.stat.si/eng/orodja_osebnainflacija.asp.
99 Regulation concerning short term statistics (Council Regulation (EC) No. 1165/98) and the adopted amendments to it (1158/2005).
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Within the pilot project and taking into account guidelines and requirements expressed within the
Advisory Committee on Real Estate Statistics, in 2006 the SORS started to develop and prepare a
price index of residential real estate. In the first phase, quarterly price indices began to be prepared
for existing dwellings and houses by using the hedonic approach. In developing methodology and
exchanging data, the SORS cooperates with other institutions (Bank of Slovenia, Surveying and
Mapping Authority) dealing with this topic.

Basic interest rate In 2006 the SORS continued the calculation and publication of data on the monthly and annual basic
interest rate. These are obligations and tasks that the SORS took over from the Bank of Slovenia on
the basis of the Legal Penalty Rate Act.100

Purchase power
parities

Within the European Comparison Programme (ECP), i.e. the comparison of GDPmeasured according
to purchase power and the comparison of prices, the SORS provided the required data on prices for
the calculation of purchase power parities (PPP) within the time periods agreed. In this way, it is
meeting requirements for priority data from the medium term programme, as these data and the
related indicators belong among the major structural indicators.

Pilot PPP project for
the countries of the
Western Balkans

We continued implementation of the contractually accepted task where the SORS, in the form of a
pilot project, performs the function of the so called head of the group of Western Balkan
countries.101 The purpose of the project, organised within the OECD and funded by the EU
Commission within the CARDS102 project, is to include these countries into the ECP.
Due to the overlapping of the different stages of individual surveys, the volume and complexity of
work on the project, which began in 2003, increase every year; this is also a critical element in the
quality of the project implementation and its integrity.

Participation in the
global comparison
of prices for the
needs of the world
comparison of GDP
by purchase power

In the period from 2004 to the end of 2006, the SORS participated in the International Comparison
Programme (ICP) for the needs of a global comparison of gross domestic product by purchase power.
The ICP is organised and coordinated by the World Bank. Slovenia was chosen as one of three
European countries or OECD countries, which, in the global ICP comparison, functioned to connect
the results between regions and continents. Besides Slovenia, this function was also performed by
Estonia, the UK (coordinator for Europe) and Japan as a member of the OECD.

100 Data on monthly and annual basic interest rates are published pursuant to Article 3 of the Legal Penalty Rate Act (Official Gazette of
the Republic of Slovenia, No. 56/2003) and pursuant to the Decision of the Bank of Slovenia on the Basic Interest Rate (Official Gazette of
the Republic of Slovenia, Nos. 61/96, 3/97, 23/97 and 81/97).
101 Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Serbia, and Montenegro.
102 CARDS – Community Assistance for Reconstruction, Development and Stabilisation Programme



National statistics in Slovenia 2006

44 SORS with authorised producers

III.2 BUSINESS STATISTICS

Business statistics must support the analysis of competitiveness, productivity and growth, and provide key
information for monitoring progress in achieving the revised Lisbon goals.

STRUCTURAL business statistics

Structural business statistics illustrate the operation of companies and are used for detailed analysis of
the business sector. They must be adjusted to the new and emerging needs of policies on the service
sector, entrepreneurship, globalisation and transition to sustainable production models.

Monitoring assets
and financial
situation

Statistical surveys, which are the responsibility of the AJPES, are conducted to monitor the assets,
financial situation and profit/loss of companies, public services, cooperative societies, and small,
medium size and large sole traders, legal entities instituted under private law, and other users of the
common chart of accounts and associations, including associations with the status of disabled
persons’ organisations.

Further DEVELOPMENT of structural statistics:
New regulation on
structural business
statistics

In 2006 the SORS actively participated in the process of preparing and adopting the revised
European regulation on structural business statistics, which is to be passed in 2007. The regulation
will introduce certain simplifications (e.g. abolishment of certain variables), while on the other hand it
will introduce an increased amount of reporting on services and reporting according to the new
economic classification of activities NACE Rev. 2.

Inward foreign
affiliates trade
statistics (FATS)

Getting acquainted with and monitoring affiliated companies abroad will enable measurement of the
Europeanisation and internationalisation of production systems. In 2006 the SORS participated in
the Eurostat project intended for the new EU members concerning inward foreign affiliate trade
statistics (FATS).

In line with the definition of structural business statistics, the manual on foreign affiliates statistics
and the regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council concerning Community statistical
data on the structure and activity of foreign affiliates (this regulation is in the approval procedure and
will be passed in 2007), the methodology of monitoring the operation of foreign affiliates in Slovenia
was supplemented, and the available sources for the preparation of data on the operation of foreign
affiliates were analysed. The results of the project (data for the period 2003–2004) are foreseen to be
published at the end of 2007. On the basis of the experience gained in the first data collection, the
SORS, in cooperation with the Bank of Slovenia, improved the methodology for the establishment of
the statistics of foreign affiliates for final owner units.

Project on
international
outsourcing

In 2006 the SORS successfully applied for EU funds for implementation of the project on international
outsourcing. The aim of the project is to collect information on the reasons, volume and
consequences of international outsourcing, and thus to examine the impact of international
outsourcing on the processes of globalisation, market liberalisation and changes in the organisation
of company operations. The project will be implemented in 2007, and the results of the test survey
are foreseen to be presented in the second half of 2008.

In 2006 the SORS also successfully applied for Eurostat funds allocated to the collection of data on
the import and export of goods and services, and the import and export of goods and services
between related companies, with which it will study the impact and size of globalisation on the flows
between related and non related companies.

Statistical BUSINESS REGISTER

In 2006 we continued work on maintenance of the analytical database of the statistical business
register (SPR) established in 2004 according to the European statistical legislation in the field of
statistical business registers. The database is refreshed twice annually, mostly with administrative

data (Slovenian Business Register, Annual Accounts, tax returns) and statistical sources (Statistical Register of
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Employment and the results of certain statistical surveys). Certain missing data concerning individual variables
are ascribed according to the appropriate statistical methodology. This base can provide data on legal entities,
active companies and local units of active companies, as well as the prescribed variables for them for a certain
reference year. In 2006 the use of additional statistical sources improved the quality of certain statistical
variables of the register.

Regulation on
Community
coordination in
drawing up business
registers for
statistical purposes

At the sessions of the European Council Working Party on Statistics in 2006, the SORS participated in
the process of revising and approving the regulation on Community coordination in drawing up
business registers for statistical purposes,103 which Eurostat expects to be adopted in the beginning
of 2007. With regard to the provisions of the existing and revised European Regulation, the Slovenian
Business Register enables a harmonised presentation of data for statistical units for activities C–K of
the Standard Classification of Activities (SCA).

Keeping data on
multinational
groups of companies

In line with the draft amendment to Council Regulation No. 2186/93 on Community coordination in
drawing up business registers for statistical purposes, national statistical offices will be obliged to
keep data on groups of companies in their statistical business registers, including data on
multinational groups of companies.

Definition of a group of companies
By definition, groups of companies are associations of companies bound together by legal or financial links.
Groups are bound together through various relationships, such as ownership, controlling interest and
management. These units are often linked with units of the same family from several different generations. The
group frequently covers a wide range of activities, and subgroups can be identified within a group of companies.
For statistics concerning groups of companies, administrative sources of data, like the data of the KDD – Central
Securities Clearing Corporation (Register of Holders of Securities), the Bank of Slovenia (statistical survey on
foreign investments) and the Supreme Court (Court Register), are also of crucial importance.

Factors of business
performance

In 2006 we successfully conducted and concluded the new one off survey Factors of Business
Performance. The purpose of this harmonised European survey, involving 13 countries and co
financed by the European Commission, was to collect information on reasons for the foundation of a
company, on the characteristics of entrepreneurs, problems faced by entrepreneurs, and the
prospects for growth of companies. The European Commission and governments of the countries
need these data for stimulating the policy of the foundation of new companies and improvement of
entrepreneurial conditions. By opening new jobs and innovations concerning products and
production processes, entrepreneurship and new companies contribute to the dynamic development
of the business environment. The survey was a sample one, involving 1,500 companies newly
founded in 2002 which survived, i.e. still operated in 2005. At the end of November 2006, detailed
results of the survey were presented at a press conference and published on the SORS website.

“The most frequent reasons of Slovenian entrepreneurs for the foundation of a company were: expectation of
higher profits (73%), wish for challenges (69%) and wish to be one’s own boss (66%). Fifty eight percent of
entrepreneurs founded a company to avoid unemployment” (source: the SORS).104

INDUSTRY and CONSTRUCTION

In accordance with the provisions of the regulation concerning short term statistics,105 in 2006 the
SORS began regular monthly monitoring of turnover and new orders in industry, separately for the
euro area and the non euro area, and conducted a special survey (IND PN/M e) with which it obtained

data needed for the calculation of the indices for these variables. The first, temporary data on turnover and new
orders for the euro area and areas of other currencies were published in the beginning of 2007.106

Advances in the
monthly monitoring
of turnover and new
orders in industry

In addition to the indices of industrial production, inventory and productivity already available on the
SI STAT data portal, in 2006 the indices on turnover in industry (total, domestic and foreign) also
became accessible to users.

103 Council Regulation No. 2186/93 on Community coordination in drawing up business registers for statistical purposes.
104 See http://www.stat.si/eng/novica_prikazi.aspx?id=583 (30 November 2006).
105 Regulation concerning short term statistics (Council Regulation (EC) No. 1165/98) and the adopted amendments to the regulation
(1158/2005).
106 See http://www.stat.si/eng/novica_prikazi.aspx?id=768 (15 March 2006).
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Standard report on quality
In line with its Total Quality Management Strategy, in the field of industry in 2006 the SORS prepared and
published the Standard Report on Quality for the index of industrial production and turnover index (IND PN/M).107

Advances in the
annual survey on
industry

In 2006 the annual statistical survey on industry was partly changed in terms of methodology. The
reason for these changes was the amendment to the Nomenclature of Industrial Products (NIP) – in
2006 companies only reported the production of products in one unit of measurement – and the
change in the manner of reporting the value of production sold in the case of service production. This
methodological change means a higher quality of data and, consequently, a higher quality of
statistical assessments, which were also welcomed by users.

Renovation of the
survey on the value
of works performed

In 2006 the SORS conducted a technical, and partially also substantive, reform of the monthly survey
on the value of construction works performed, as well as new orders. The reform enabled browsing
through the series of data from this survey on the SI STAT108 data portal, and temporary data are
published for the current month and the previous month.

New period for the
publishing of data
on construction
activity abroad

In 2006 the SORS changed the period for monitoring construction activity abroad from quarterly to
half year109 periods, as it turned out that half year data are sufficient for users. This change reduced
the reporting burden on reporting units, as well as the burden within the SORS.

Monitoring of
liquidity

In 2007 the AJPES will conduct a survey with which it will follow the liquidity problems of companies,
institutes and other business entities.

Decreasing the
burden of reporting
units

From 2007 on, data will no longer be collected with the survey for monitoring the payment for
investments from investment loans granted, and the survey for monitoring the payments of business
entities with regard to the type of activity. They will be replaced by other sources.

ENERGY and RAWMATERIALS

On 10 January 2007 the European Commission published the Communication entitled “Energy Policy
for Europe” (COM(2007) final), providing guidelines for the formation of a new European energy policy.
With this package, the Commission tries to connect energy to a greater extent with climatic changes,

strengthening the reliability of energy supply in the EU, and establishing a competitive market which will enable
further development of the European economy and its global competitiveness. The topicality of this package
concerns climatic changes and reduction of the dependence on imports of petrol and gas.110

The field of energy will be one of the priorities of the Slovenian EU presidency in the first half of 2008.111 The
SORS regularly adjusts to the transformation of energy markets, successfully cooperating with the
Environmental Agency of the Republic of Slovenia (ARSO), the Energy Agency, and the Directorate for Energy at
the Ministry of the Economy.

Disburdening of
reporting units –
cooperation
between the SORS
and ARSO

The agreement on rationalisation of the collection and simplification of data that the SORS and
ARSO signed at the end of 2006 also covers statistics on energy, which are used for the recalculation
of emissions into the environment. The agreement formalised cooperation in the transmission of
energy data for the reduction of the burden imposed on reporting units and simultaneous
acquisition of data needed for the recalculation of emissions.

Calculation of
annual energy
balances, and prices
of electricity and
natural gas

Surveys in the field of structural and short term energy statistics have already become a well
established means of data collection; therefore, changes in their content are rare. This was joined by
the collection of data on the cogeneration of electricity and heat. There is a similar situation in the
collection of data on the price of electricity and natural gas for standard user groups, as laid down by
the European directive concerning the transparency of prices. All these surveys enabled the
establishment of the calculation of annual energy balances and, simultaneously, the fulfilment of
international requirements.

107 Access the whole document only in Slovene at http://www.stat.si/doc/metodologija/kakovost/SPK_INDPN_2005.pdf.
108 See http://www.stat.si/pxweb/Database/Ekonomsko/19_gradbenistvo/07_19198_vrednost_del/07_19198_vrednost_del.asp (only in
Slovene).
109 See http://www.stat.si/eng/novica_prikazi.aspx?id=560 (17 November 2006).
110 Ministry of the Economy, press release (not dated) – taken from the website of the ministry.
111 Ministry of the Economy, press release, 18 September 2006 – taken from the website of the ministry.
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Consumption of
energy in
manufacturing and
construction

The SORS replaced the monthly survey on the consumption of energy in manufacturing and
construction with an annual survey. This survey enables the acquisition of more in depth information
on the consumption of energy and fuel, and thus increases the quality of annual energy balances.

Further DEVELOPMENT of energy statistics:
Harmonisation of
energy statistics

In 2006 harmonisation took place in the following areas:
In the field of services, the SORS continued monitoring developments at the EU level.
Harmonisation will be conducted based on the results of the test survey implemented in the
Member States, taking into account all recommendations for further work in this field.
In the field of renewable resources, in the previous year the SORS searched for data sources at
institutions involved in the allocation of financial stimulation for increase in the use of renewable
resources. In 2007 the SORS will establish agreements on cooperation with these institutions
concerning the acquisition of data.
In the field of the harmonisation of energy data for the needs of calculating emissions of
greenhouse gases, for reporting to Eurostat within the Joint Questionnaires, the SORS re
harmonised data with the Ministry of the Environment and Spatial Planning, using the data for the
recalculation of greenhouse gas emissions on the basis of the UN Framework Convention on
Climate Change and the EU Decision to establish a mechanism for monitoring greenhouse gas
emissions for the European Environment Agency (EEA).

Energy efficiency
indicators –
cooperation with the
Jožef Stefan Institute

In the field of preparing indicators of energy efficiency, the SORS, as the Slovenian representative in
the establishment of an international database, cooperates with the Jožef Stefan Institute. The goal
of the project is to establish a database which is to be, among other things, a source of data for
Eurostat, which would make additional reporting of data unnecessary.

Statistics on SHORT TERM INDICATORS

In recent years, most statistical offices face increasing requirements for the fastest possible provision of
appropriate and reliable statistical assessments, and for the simultaneous reduction of the burdens imposed on
reporting units. All these requirements are especially distinct in the field of short term business statistics, which,
by definition, are intended for the provision of fast results. These results, however, must preserve the required
level of quality. Recently, one of the increasingly employed ways to alleviate the fulfilment of these requirements
is the use of administrative data, which are kept by different institutions and are, due to the improving
information infrastructure, accessible to the SORS on time and in an appropriate form.

In the field of monitoring the development of short term indicators (fields of industry, construction, retail trade and other
services), in 2006 the SORS regularly participated in meetings at Eurostat and cooperated with other EU members in the
introduction of the European regulation concerning short term statistics, and in the preparation of new amendments in
the field of European sample schemes and in the field of the introduction of the new NACE classification into short term
statistics.

Improvement of
quality

In the field of short term statistics, in 2006 we continued certain tasks from the previous periods:
identification of the quality of the principal European economic indicators (PEEI) for the field of
turnover and deflated turnover in retail trade. In the field of short term statistics, the SORS already
meets the requirements of the European Central Bank concerning shorter data release periods.

Disburdening of
reporting units – use
of administrative
sources for the fields
of hotels and
restaurants and
other service
activities

Because of the favourable results of the introduction of administrative sources (Tax Administration
data on value added tax) for the calculation of monthly movement in wholesale turnover, in autumn
2006 the feasibility study was expanded to the fields of hotels and restaurants and other service
activities. The study shows that in 2007 the SORS will be able to start a reformed way of conducting
statistical surveys in the field of hotels and restaurants and other service activities, so that the data
from the administrative source (i.e. of a major part of the population observed) will be completed
with data from the on site statistical survey, which will only cover a small, controlled part of the
population observed. All this will have a major impact on the reduction of the reporting burden
imposed on companies, as well as the costs of the SORS. The latter also began activities for the
revision of themonthly statistics on retail trade in the same way.

Measurement of the
reporting burden
imposed on
companies and costs
of statistical offices

The SORS completed the first part of the task called the measurement of the burden imposed on
companies and costs of statistical offices, the goal of which was to identify time consumption
expressed in the hours of work performed by companies and the SORS concerning an individual
short term survey conducted in order to obtain the indicators required by the EU regulation
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concerning short term statistics (in short: what is the cost of one indicator determined in this
regulation). The task is continuing with the determination of the usefulness of short term indicators
for users. Both will be covered in a report sent to the Council and the European Parliament, which the
SORS will start to compile in the upcoming year.

TRADE

With the introduction of the monthly survey on the movement of wholesale turnover based on
administrative sources (form DDV O, Tax Administration of the Republic of Slovenia) and abolishment
of the structural quarterly survey on trade, the SORS avoided double burdening reporting units with

monthly and quarterly surveys, and also obtained useful data for monitoring the movement of turnover for
wholesale. At the same time, it reduced the financial and human resources burden imposed on the SORS.

Revision of surveys
on the movement of
retail turnover

In 2006 the SORS, according to the provisions of the regulation concerning short term statistics,112

regularly conducted a monthly survey on the movement of retail turnover, with which it monitors
trends in retail trade. In the future this field, which has already been fully harmonised with the
requirements of international legislation, will be subject to revision to streamline the costs and
burdens of reporting units and SORS employees.

Advances in the
annual survey on
trade – cooperation
with the Faculty of
Economics, Ljubljana

In the first quarter of 2006 (with the processing of data for the fourth quarter of 2005113) the quarterly
survey on trade, by which the SORS monitored trade activity, was conducted for the last time. It was
abolished based on the results of the feasibility study on the use of administrative data in short term
statistics, which enabled transfer of the study findings into regular production. Data on the
movement of turnover from this survey have since been replaced by two surveys: (i) the monthly
survey on retail trade (already conducted since 1998) and wholesale trade; and (ii) for structural data,
the annual survey on trade (TRG/L). In 2006 the SORS began activities for the preparation for filling
out a friendlier TRG/L questionnaire addressed to reporting units, with the needs of data users also
being taken into account. These activities were performed in cooperation with the Faculty of
Economics, Ljubljana, and with certain data users, and will also continue next year.

Sales capacities in
retail trade

In 2006, also by means of an administrative data source (registration of the opening hours of shops
from administrative units), the SORS conducted a census of sales capacities in retail trade. Results
concerning the number and activities of shops, and on the size of sales premises, much sought after
by users, were published in publications and on the SI STAT data portal.114

TRANSPORT

The transport policy must ensure the most consistent development of transport and economics
possible, enable the creation of an optimal structure for the transport system, generate possibilities for
the reduction of transport and logistic costs, and care for a reasonable consumption of energy,

environmental protection and improvement of traffic safety. In the field of transport statistics, the greatest
attention has been paid to areas that in recent years have been subject to major adjustment in the European
statistical legislation due to Slovenia’s joining the European Union – in addition to the statistics on road goods
transport and airport and harbour traffic, the adjustment of rail transport statistics has been and remains
especially demanding.

International
cooperation

The SORS participates in the setting up of the new transport statistics system in the European
economic area, following the guidelines from the White Paper European Transport Policy for 2010:
Time to Decide, as well as through activities within Eurostat working parties for individual fields and
the Coordinating Committee for Statistics on Transport (CCST). It is also regularly involved in the
work of the working party on transport statistics at the UNECE.

112 See the regulation concerning short term statistics (Council Regulation (EC) No. 1165/98) and the adopted amendments to the
regulation (1158/2005).
113 See http://www.stat.si/eng/novice_poglej.asp?ID=1032 (5 April 2006).
114 See http://www.stat.si/pxweb/Database/Ekonomsko/20_trgovina/20075_prod_zmogljivosti/20075_prod_zmogljivosti (only in Slovene).
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Advances in
monitoring road
freight transport

By means of donations from the multi beneficiary PHARE programme, in 2006 the SORS began, in
cooperation with the contractor selected, an extensive renovation of the entire software package for
conduct of the survey on road freight transport, including the establishment of a statistical register of
motor vehicles. The main emphasis in the renovation is the improvement of technical support to
surveying, as the adjustment of the content to international requirements has already been
implemented. In January 2006 the SORS commenced a test regional coding of the origin and
destination data at the NUTS 2 level, which will become obligatory in 2007.

Standard report on quality
According to its Total Quality Management Strategy, in the field of transport in 2006 the SORS compiled and
published the standard report for road freight transport (TR CES B/T 2005).115

Further DEVELOPMENT of transport statistics
Cooperation with
Slovenian Railways

The production of rail transport statistics as prescribed by two regulations116 takes place in
cooperation with the Slovenian Railways. The preparation of annual and quarterly data series did not
cause any major problem, while the extensive annual and five year transmission of data (data from
2005 onwards), required by annexes F (regional data) and G (transport by railway network sections)
to the regulations, has been and will continue to be more demanding.

Introduction of the
new goods
classification – NST
2000

Based on the agreement achieved at the session of the Coordinating Committee for Statistics on
Transport at the EU level, the beginning of the use of the new commodity classification in transport
statistics (NST 2000) was postponed to 2008. One of the reasons for this decision was the
simultaneous introduction of the new classifications NACE and CPA; therefore, the SORS postponed
all activities needed for its implementation to 2007.

Statistics on cross
border traffic

The statistical survey in the field of cross border traffic that Slovenia has conducted for many years
does not have an equal in other EU members or within the wider European economic area. With
Slovenia’s joining the EU and the removal of customs officers from border crossings with the
neighbouring Member States, the availability of data decreased considerably, and it will fall to an
even greater extent when the Schengen regime is introduced. There have only been and will be a
complete set of data on road cross border traffic on the border with Croatia. These are the only data
on the entry and exit of vehicles, passengers and goods into and out of the EU across the southern
Slovenian border.

INFORMATION SOCIETY

Within the strategy117 “i2010 – A European information society for growth and employment”,
constituting the strategic framework for growth in the economy, employment and digital economy
within the revised Lisbon Strategy, the following three goals were set: (i) common European

information space; (ii) innovations and investment in ICT; and (iii) inclusive European information society. The
following four guidelines were set out as well: (i) expansion and improvement of the European infrastructure; (ii)
fostering of innovation; (iii) flexibility of work (telework); and (iv) education with regard to the new needs of the
information society. Within this framework, key indicators of information society development (indicators i2010)
were selected, showing the situation across Europe and comparison between individual countries in the field of
the information society. The sources of indicators i2010 are surveys by national statistical offices on the use of
information communication technology (ICT) in companies and households,118 surveys by national regulators (in
Slovenia, the Post and Electronic Communications Agency [APEK]), and special surveys (e.g. pilot projects
defined by the European Commission). 119

Cooperation with
APEK – transmission
of data on the
development of the
electronic
communications
market

Concerning communications statistics, in 2006 the SORS conducted surveys in the field of statistics
on postal services and electronic communications services; the latter were only conducted for the
first two quarters through an on site data collection. Since the second half of the year, the SORS has
received data on electronic communications services from the APEK. In September 2006, the SORS
and the APEK signed an agreement on cooperation concerning the transmission of data on the
development of the electronic communications market. This agreement resulted in the disburdening

115 Access the whole document only in Slovene at http://www.stat.si/doc/metodologija/kakovost/SPK_TR CES BT2005.pdf.
116 See Commission Regulation (EC) No 1192/2003 of 3 July 2003 amending Regulation (EC) No 91/2003 of the European Parliament and of
the Council on rail transport statistics.
117 See Ka i , A. (2006): The i2010 Strategy. Contribution at the 16th annual Statistical Days, Radenci 2006
(http://www.stat.si/radenci/program_2006/D4_Ka i .doc, only in Slovene).
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of the reporting units, as these now report only to APEK, which also prepared the annual data on
telecommunications services for Eurostat in the special COINS questionnaire.120 Slovenia became
one of the few countries where the national statistics service and the regulatory authority (APEK)
began to cooperate, which is strongly supported by Eurostat.

At the end of March 2007 the SORS plans to release annual data concerning communications in a
special publication entitled “Certain Indicators of Electronic Communications Services Development,
Slovenia, 1998, 2000, 2002, 2004 and 2005”.

Surveys concerning
information society
statistics

Cooperation with the
Faculty of Social
Sciences

Also with the aid of the European donations, the SORS conducted all three surveys prescribed by and
harmonised with Regulation No. 808/2004 and its annexes: use of ICT in households, companies and,
in particular, in the financial sector. The survey on the use of ICT in households gives data on the
extent of the use of computers and other information communication devices, on the share of the
Slovenian population with access to the Internet, and on the purposes for which it is used. The survey
on the use of ICT in enterprises (also the financial sector) provides data revealing whether companies
in Slovenia use computers, the Internet, electronic commerce and other ICT. At the proposal of the
Faculty of Social Sciences, the survey also included a question on how often Internet users utilise new
means of communication via the Internet, such as forums, chat rooms and blogs.

Standard reports on quality
According to its Total Quality Management Strategy, in the field of the information society in 2006 the SORS
compiled and published standard reports for the survey on the use of ICT in households and by individuals
(IKT_GOS 2005)121 and for the survey on the use of ICT in enterprises (IKT_PODJ 2005).122

Further DEVELOPMENT of information society statistics
Conduct of a pilot
survey – courier
services

With the available data on income and employment, the SORS analysed the participation of courier
services in the group Postal and Courier Activity, and found that, despite the multitude of business
entities performing courier services, their share does not achieve 10% of the income of the group
Postal and Courier Activity. Consequently, it did not introduce a special statistical monitoring of this
activity.

Non coverage of courier activity with statistical data is also common in other EU states. The relative
difficulty of statistically monitoring this sector also showed in the preparation of the new postal
directive, which is to replace the existing legislation123 and introduce the obligation of data
transmission. In the collection of data to be used for the preparation of this directive and prepared by
the regulatory bodies, it showed that the data on courier services were incomplete and unreliable.

TOURISM

Tourism is an integrated activity touching all areas of economic and social life. It is integrated at the
local, regional and national levels; therefore, in strategic planning it is necessary to take account of the
strategic orientations of these levels as well. It includes a series of varied activities with their respective

development strategies. In Slovenia, tourism is a part of global and European tourism; consequently, it is also
necessary to take account of the fundamental principles and development orientations of the UNWTO and the
European Union for tourism. These characteristics impact the EU requirements for reliable and harmonised
statistics. In 2006 the SORS participated in regular working sessions in the field of tourism statistics organised by
Eurostat, focusing on the reform of existing legislation. The SORS has an active role in this, as it participates in
the special working party on legislation revision. In 2006 the SORS also conducted all regular surveys concerning
tourism statistics, as well as the three year survey on foreign tourists in Slovenia and a pilot survey on foreign
passengers in Slovenia.

118 The survey on the use of ICT in households gives data on the extent of the use of computers and other information communication
devices, on the share of the Slovenian population with access to the Internet, and on the purposes for which it is used. The survey on the
use of ICT in companies (also the financial sector) provides data revealing whether companies in Slovenia use computers, the Internet,
electronic commerce and other ICT.
119 The i2010 publication entitled Nekateri kazalniki IKT za podporo strategiji i2010 was published on 30 October 2006,
http://www.stat.si/doc/pub/Nekateri_kazalniki_IKT_rev2.pdf – in Slovene only. 
120 COINS – Communication and Information Statistics.
121 The entire document is available only in Slovene at http://www.stat.si/doc/metodologija/kakovost/SPK_IKT GOS_2005.pdf.
122 The entire document is available only in Slovene at http://www.stat.si/doc/metodologija/kakovost/SPK_IKT PODJ_2005.pdf.
123 See Directive No. 2002/39/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 10 June 2002 amending Directive 97/67/EC with regard
to the further opening to competition of Community postal services.
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Survey on foreign
tourists in the
Republic of Slovenia

In line with the three year period, in May, July, August and October 2006 the SORS conducted a
survey on foreign tourists in the Republic of Slovenia staying in hotels and camps, intended for the
monitoring of data on the socio demographic characteristics of foreign tourists, on the manner of
their arrival and stay in Slovenia (major reason, organisation of the travel, time of decision, source of
information on Slovenia, etc.), on the costs for travel to Slovenia and lodging in this country, and on
the opinion of tourists on staying in Slovenia. The survey took into account questions proposed by
the Slovenian Convention Bureau and the Slovenian Tourist Board. The results of the survey will be
published in October 2007.

Survey on foreign
passengers in the
Republic of Slovenia

In 2006 the SORS conducted, to a limited extent, a pilot survey on foreign passengers in the Republic
of Slovenia in July–August and October. The purpose of the survey was to obtain data on the
structure and consumption of foreign passengers in Slovenia (tourists, one day visitors, transit
passengers). The results will be important input data for the calculation of the travel item in the
balance of payments calculated by the Bank of Slovenia. The survey took place at selected border
crossings on the border with Croatia and at major tourist sites. The survey was performed as a
feasibility study; therefore, the results will only be published to a small extent.

Standard report on quality
According to its Total Quality Management Strategy, in the field of tourism in 2006 the SORS compiled and
published a standard report for the survey on tourist travel of the domestic population (TU AP 2005).124

BUSINESS TENDENCIES

Surveys on business tendencies are an important source of information on the current value of major
economic indicators and assessment of their movement in the coming months. The content,
methodology and periods of the surveys are harmonised with the European Commission, comprising a

harmonised programme of surveys conducted in EU Member States. The European Commission also collects data
from the Member States, and calculates and releases data for all indicators for the EU and the euro area.

Advances in 2006 In spring 2006 a sample of reporting units of all surveys was revised in line with the methodology, and
a sampling of small companies was introduced into the survey on business trends in construction. The
SORS participated in the working party on business surveys and consumer opinion surveys conducted
by ECFIN, where the main stress was on the introduction of the revised NACE classification in 2008 and
the further process of survey harmonisation.

Comparison of
indicators based
on business
tendency surveys
with quantitative
indicators

In autumn 2006 the analysis of the results of surveys on business tendencies was presented at the
international conference CIRET,125 and then also at the Statistical Days at Radenci.126 The contribution
presents the results of the analysis, showing that the correlation between the indicators selected is
good, thus confirming the usefulness of the qualitative results. Although in most cases the qualitative
indicators did not turn out to be the leading ones, they were still released much earlier than the
comparable quantitative data, which justifies their necessity and significance. The main limitation in
the analysis was the relatively short time series; however, the results obtained are encouraging and a
good starting point for further analysis.

Sentiment indicator127

The sentiment indicator, as a synthetic indicator of the results of all surveys, currently includes the indicators of
confidence in manufacturing, retail trade and consumers. In the future, the SORS plans to also include in its
calculation indicators of confidence in construction and service activities. This would result in an indicator showing
the situation in the entire economy.

124 The entire document is available only in Slovene at http://www.stat.si/doc/metodologija/kakovost/SPK_TU AP_2005.pdf.
125 CIRET – Centre for International Research on Economic Tendency Surveys.
126 See Vrabi , Kek, B., ertanec, B. (2006): Comparison of Results of Business Tendency Surveys and Short TermQuantitative Indicators.
Contribution at the 16th annual Statistical Days, Radenci 2006(http://www.stat.si/radenci/program_2006/D4_Vrabic_Certanec.doc, only in
Slovene).
127 SORS, First Statistical Release, 23 February 2007, business tendency survey and consumer opinion survey, Slovenia, February 2007.
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III.3 MONETARY, FINANCIAL, TRADE AND BALANCE OF PAYMENTS
STATISTICS

The statistics in the field of money and finance comprise data on money, banks and financial market indicators,
as well as all statistics connected with the government sector: debt and deficit, government budget, government
expenditure, and financial accounts of the government sector.

MONEY and FINANCE

Following general government finance movements requires reliable annual data on general government revenue and
expenditure, and deficit or surplus. It is important to appropriately break down the general government expenditure by
individual government functions (COFOG). To assess the quality of public finance, data on expenditure by purpose is needed.

International
accounting
standards

In the statistics of financial (including monetary) institutions and markets, the reporting of other
monetary financial institutions (MFI) in line with the regulations ECB/2001/13 and ECB/2001/18 was
adjusted to the International Accounting Standards (IAS) in spring 2006.

Introduction of the
euro

In 2006 the Bank of Slovenia paid great attention to eliminating oscillations in the quality of the data
received from reporters due to the introduction of the ISA and the preparations for the introduction of
the euro. After the adoption of the decision on accession to the euro area, in addition to the ordinary
production of data for the ECB with the status of a country “before accession”, the parallel
transmission of test data, technically and substantively adjusted to the conditions of membership in
the euro area, increased very intensively. The time series transmitted were the subject of profound
quality control by the ECB.

Time series of
harmonised
monetary
statistics

After the introduction of the IAS in loan agents, the Bank of Slovenia continues only the time series of
the harmonised monetary statistics (including the harmonised monetary aggregates) that have been
recorded since the end of 2004 in parallel with the so called national monetary statistics. This changed
the relevant set of tables in the bulletin and on the website of the Bank of Slovenia.

Integrated report
on interest rates

On the basis of the integrated report on interest rates for different purposes, successfully introduced in
2005, all unnecessary individual reports on loan agents, both statistical and those in the field of
banking operation supervision, were abolished in the beginning of 2006.

Modern payment
instruments

In the statistics on modern payment instruments, which also serve as one source for the Blue Book or
the “Payment and Securities Settlement Systems in the European Union and in the Acceding
Countries”, there were no changes in 2006.

Report on
government
deficit and debt

Eurostat mission

The Ministry of Finance and the SORS continued to cooperate in the compilation of both reports on
general government deficit and debt, which in 2006 were sent to Eurostat within the new time periods,
i.e. before 1 April and before 1 October. The data on the deficit for the current year and the data on the
debt for the whole period of reporting were prepared by the Ministry of Finance in cooperation with
the SORS in the part referring to the Slovenian restitution fund. In the second report, consolidated
debt and consolidated interest were reported for the first time.

In 2006 Slovenia was again visited by the regular mission of Eurostat. Slovenia already met most of its
requirements in the first reporting, and another part of them in the second one, so that it has now
resolved all open issues, except the inclusion of data from financial accounts. To continue work
concerning the inclusion of data from financial accounts, a working group was appointed, composed of
representatives of the SORS, the Bank of Slovenia and the Ministry of Finance.

International
Monetary Fund
Standard on the
dissemination of
statistical data

In 2006 the Ministry of Finance continued its work concerning the regular monthly collection and
publication of data for the field of general government financial statistics. Reports on the realisation of
revenues and expenditure according to the economic classification for the national and local budgets,
the Pension and Disability Insurance Institute and the Health Insurance Institute of Slovenia are
collected on a monthly basis. The data are published on the website of the Ministry of Finance; for the
national budget they are published at the end of the month for the previous month, for the national
budget debt they are published at the end of the quarter for the previous quarter, and for the
consolidated global balance of general government financing they are published once annually. The
Republic of Slovenia meets IMF standards concerning the dissemination of data both in the field of
preliminary announcements, and the coverage of statistics, timeliness and periods.
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Statistics on
contracts awarded
in the public sector

For monitoring statistics on contracts awarded in the public sector according to the Public
Procurement Act on the basis of contracts made with the providers, the contracting authorities report,
by the end of April each year, to the Public Procurement, Public Utilities and Concessions Department
at the Ministry of Finance on the contracts awarded in the previous year. The data are processed by the
AJPES.

TRADE IN GOODS – import and export of goods

In 2006 more than 6,700 companies in Slovenia were obliged to report for the Intrastat, which was
18% more than in 2005 and shows that the Slovenian trade in goods after the country’s accession to
the EU is growing faster than before 2004. Ninety six percent of all items reported (data entries), of

264,000 monthly on average, were transmitted electronically (via the electronic messaging system or an online
form). For the quality of data in foreign trade statistics, it is of extreme importance to maintain good cooperation
between the SORS and the Customs Administration of the Republic of Slovenia, which is very intensive both as
far as expertise is concerned, and concerning the collection and transmission of data. The Customs
Administration sends the statistics service data from customs declarations, and the Customs Office of Nova
Gorica collects and checks data for the Intrastat.

Project of the
development and
strengthening of
the national
Intrastat system

In 2006 the field of foreign trade statistics involved a project from the national programme Phare 2003,
“Development and strengthening of the national Intrastat system”, within which the two national
systems were upgraded and updated:

Intrastat (statistics on trade in goods between EUMember States, statistical survey)
Extrastat (statistics on trade in goods with third countries, data from customs declarations)

Meanwhile, the statistical part of data processing was entirely transferred from the HKOM
environment to the internal IT environment of the SORS.

TRADE IN SERVICES and BALANCE OF PAYMENTS

In Slovenia the main source of data on trade in services is the Bank of Slovenia, which covers this area in the
balance of payments according to the instructions of the International Monetary Fund. Data on the balance of
payments statistics at the EU level are needed for implementation of the EU trade policy, i.e. for the negotiations
and operation of the European Monetary Union, enlargement policy, bilateral relations, conclusion of
international agreements and formation of the internal market.

Preservation of
the reporting of
data on
international
transactions of
clients

Concerning the balance of payments statistics, in the period ERM2 until the adoption of the euro,
based on the agreement with the banks, the Bank of Slovenia preserved the reporting of data on
international transactions of clients. Pursuant to Regulation No. 2560/2001 of the European Parliament
and of the Council (EC) on cross border payments in euro, the so called indirect reporting of data
should be restricted to amounts above EUR 12,500. Because of this restriction, the Bank of Slovenia
gradually prepared a new concept of direct reporting of the necessary data by the participants in
transactions with non residents.

Concept of
transition from
direct to indirect
reporting

Consequences of
transition

In line with the concept of the transition from direct to indirect reporting, in 2006 instructions were
prepared for the beginning of direct reporting on debt securities transactions, loan operations,
services, current and capital transfers, and partly on goods, all with non residents, in 2007. The new
reporting on loan operations, including applications, thus constituted a transition from documentary
individual reporting to a simpler aggregate reporting. In addition to the instructions, in 2006 we also
prepared new software, as well as appropriate methods of sampling in the population of potential
reporting units, which will reduce the burden of reporting.

Due to the transition to direct reporting of data, in 2006 we examined the possibilities of alternative
data sources for the reporting of travel services, where direct reporting is not possible. Alternative
sources are additional targeted surveys in cooperation with the SORS, and data on the roaming of
users of mobile telephony on the networks of other countries.

Data on
international
receivables and
liabilities

By the end of March 2006, companies and medium size and large sole traders which in 2005 operated
internationally had to submit to the AJPES, in addition to data from the annual reports on common
forms for 2005, additional data to the data from the balance sheet – data on international receivables
and liabilities. The AJPES sent the checked and processed data to the Bank of Slovenia, which used
them in the production of the national balance of payments.
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IV. AGRICULTURE, FORESTRY AND FISHERIES

According to data on the national accounts, in recent years agriculture, together with forestry and fisheries,
contributes around 2% to the gross domestic product, and around 10% to total employment; however, both
shares are decreasing. Nevertheless, agriculture, forestry and fisheries remain an important statistical field, for
which there is a relatively large demand among users.

AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS and use of administrative data sources

In line with efforts for the reduction of the burden imposed on reporting units and costs of data
collection, the use of administrative data sources and inter institutional cooperation is becoming a
constant element in the field of monitoring agricultural statistics. The disburdening of reporting units

and simplification of legislation in the field of agricultural statistics is also a continuous task at the EU level. The
long term effect of these changes will indeed pursue the goals described, but in the short term these efforts are
an additional burden for the national statistical offices. In 2006 changes mostly concerned activities for greater
connection and improvement of the quality of data and records in the field of agriculture.

Inter institutional
cooperation with
the aim of greater
use of
administrative
sources

Requirements for
new data

Endeavouring to reduce the burden imposed on reporting units and the costs of data collection, in
2006 the SORS actively cooperated with the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Food (MKGP) and its
bodies128 in the field of monitoring the development of registers and records, and the taking and use of
administrative data.

Internationally, in 2006 (primarily within Eurostat debates) the green light was given for the use of
administrative sources in agricultural statistics, primarily due to increasing calls on national statistical
offices for the disburdening of reporting units and reduction of data collection costs. Simultaneously,
debates continued on the new needs for data, especially in the field of environmental indicators, e.g.
data on the use of plant health products and data on production methods in agriculture. We should be
aware that in the coming years these new needs will result in an increase in the costs of data collection
and new burdens for reporting units.

Farm structure and typology

Structural surveys of agricultural holdings129 provide basic data for the conduct of the EU Common Agricultural
Policy and simultaneously constitute the source of microdata on the socioeconomic characteristics of family
farms, exploitation of agricultural land, livestock and mechanisation, as well as the statistical basis for the
selection of agricultural holdings into sample surveys concerning other agricultural statistics. The year 2006 saw
the continuing of debate within Eurostat on the surveys on the structure of agricultural holdings after 2010, and
discussion on the introduction of a new subsurvey to monitor production methods in agriculture.

TAPAS – project
within Eurostat

Besides Slovenia, the project TAPAS 2005 – Census of Small Units in Agriculture also involves Hungary,
Latvia, Lithuania and Slovakia. In the 18 month period 2006–2007, activities concerning the survey on
the agricultural production of small statistical units are taking place in Slovenia within TAPAS 2005.
The SORS primarily expects the project to confirm that agricultural statistics meet the requirements of
the European regulation concerning the coverage of data on agricultural production statistics; to add
to the data of sample structural statistics for the needs of the economic accounts for agriculture and
the national accounts; to add to the data on agricultural production of the needs of supply balances;
and to serve as a chance for partial refreshment of the statistical register of agricultural holdings. The
project is expected to be concluded by the end of August 2007.

128 I.e. the Phytosanitary Administration of the Republic of Slovenia and the Agency of the Republic of Slovenia for Agricultural Markets
and Rural Development.
129 A census every 10 years and three sample surveys between two censuses.
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Agricultural income and prices

With the development of the satellite account for agriculture,130 the picture of agriculture is becoming more
integrated. Data on agricultural statistics and data on other statistics and institutions are the basis for the
calculation of production and income indicators, such as value added and factor income. The value added
calculated enables the international comparability of Slovenian agriculture, calculation of the share of
agriculture in the gross domestic product of Slovenia, and comparison with other activities.

Economic
accounts for
agriculture

The whole system of accounts, containing the production, income, entrepreneurial and accumulation
accounts, also allows an intrasectoral analysis of individual categories. In 2006 the economic accounts
for agriculture included, on the basis of the supplemented methodology in the form of an annex,
indirectly measured financial services (FISIM), which was the consequence of the breakdown of the
FISIM by activity in national accounts.

Economic
accounts for
forestry

In 2005 the economic accounts for forestry (EAF) were a development task of the SORS, within which
it prepared methodology for Slovenia and produced the accounts for the period 1995–2004. Since
2006 the production and income accounts have been a regular task, as the data in current prices began
to be released regularly in September for the previous year. The basis for the calculation of production
and income indicators, such as value added and factor income, is the data on forestry statistics, and
data on other statistics and institutions.

With the production of accounts, the picture of forestry as an economic activity became more
integrated, as the calculation of value added enables international comparisons of Slovenian forestry,
the calculation of the share of forestry in the Slovenian GDP and comparisons with other activities, as
well as an intrasectoral analysis of individual categories.

“In the period 2000–2005, the production value of forestry increased and amounted to SIT 25,488 million
in 2005, which was 7.9%more than in 2004” (source: the SORS).131

Integration of environmental and economic accounts for forestry
According to the decision of Eurostat, in 2006, the economic accounts for forestry became part of the system of
integrated environmental and economic accounting for forests (IEEAF). These accounts show forestry in the wider
environmental framework. The financial part constitutes only one of eight modules.

Balance sheets on
supply of animal
and plant products

A balance sheet is a set of standardised information on the production and consumption of a certain
agricultural product at the national level. The usefulness of balance sheets is manifold, with the basic
purpose of food balance sheets being the monitoring of market movements of agricultural products
and the determination of national self sustainability. Data on the food balance sheets provide
information needed for monitoring political decisions in the field of agriculture, and constitute a
strategically important basis for the regulation of individual agricultural markets. Based on the balance
sheet data of individual countries, balance sheets at the EU level are prepared, and the quotas and
surplus stock are calculated. Two types of food balance sheets are prepared: food balance sheets for
the calendar year and food balance sheets for the market year. The basis for production includes
agricultural statistics, industry statistics and foreign trade statistics.

For EU needs, food balance sheets are produced on the basis of an agreement, with a legal basis
existing only for wine balance sheets. In 2006 the SORS produced wine balance sheets for the
production year 2003–2004 (final data) and 2005–2006 (temporary data). In the beginning of 2007, the
final data for the wine balance sheet for the production year 2004–2005 will be available.

Activities took place concerning preparation of the agreement between the MKGP, KIS and the SORS
on the allocation of authorities in the production of food balance sheets for the needs of the MKGP and
the SORS. We continued the methodological work in the preparation of balance sheets for the needs
of the Ministry of Defence.

130 The satellite account for agriculture is based on the methodology of national accounts (SNA 93, ESA 95); however, it takes account of
the special characteristics of agriculture (EAA 97 methodology).
131 See http://www.stat.si/eng/novica_prikazi.aspx?id=431 (28 September 2006).
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Crop production, livestock farming and fisheries

With the sample survey on areas sawn and number of head of livestock as of 1 June 2006, the SORS collected
detailed data on the head of livestock by individual type and category. The majority share of data was
administrative data from the Agency of the Republic of Slovenia for Agricultural Markets and Rural
Development. In this way the SORS saved funds for data collection and disburdened a major part of the
reporting units included in the survey. The statistics on the consumption of reproduction material in agriculture
also cover data on mineral fertilisers and plant health products, the monitoring of which is increasingly important
in terms of environmental pollution and natural production of agricultural products.

Assessment of
crops

In the EU, data regarding crop assessments, representing a basis for assessing the categories of
economic accounts for agriculture, i.e. assessment of agricultural income in real terms, are very
important. In 2006 for the first time the SORS, in cooperation with the Chamber of Agriculture and
Forestry of Slovenia, began to regularly collect data on crop assessments for somemajor crops.

Consumption of
mineral fertilisers

Within the annual survey on the consumption of reproduction materials in business entities, in
November 2006 the SORS conducted its regular telephone survey on the consumption of mineral
fertilisers by culture on family farms. The results will be released in 2007.

Consumption of
plant protection
products –

EU pilot project

Monitoring the consumption of plant protection products in agriculture is a demanding data collection
in terms of content, as it is based on different administrative records, where it is important to achieve
the cooperation of all institutions in the country that are in any way connected with the keeping of the
records of such data.

The EU is adopting a new regulation referring to the obligations concerning the statistical reporting of
data on the consumption of plant protection products in agriculture. To formulate the content of the
regulation and to determine the possibilities of statistical monitoring, Eurostat has already funded
pilot projects in the Member States, where the SORS also participated, in 2005. Work will continue in
2007 with the examination of possibilities to monitor the consumption of plant protection products for
wheat.

Statistics on fisheries

In 2006 the SORS and the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Food signed an agreement on cooperation132

defining a new, more rational distribution of tasks concerning the monitoring of data for statistics on fisheries.
The changes concerning the data collection according to this agreement will be introduced gradually.

132 The agreement on the rationalisation of data collection and reduction of the burden imposed on reporting units in the field of fisheries
was signed on 5 July 2006.
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V. MULTI DOMAIN STATISTICS

The field of multi domain statistics is implemented through the collection and connection of data from different
fields of statistics. With statistical development, we attain new quality for the presentation of statistics
concerning the environment, regional and spatial development, events in the field of real estate, situation and
development in the field of research, and development activities and innovations.

ENVIRONMENTAL STATISTICS – statistics on waste and recycling, rare and
hazardous materials, emissions, etc.

For a high quality monitoring of environmental statistics, the SORS closely cooperates with
institutions active in the field of environmental protection, primarily with the Environmental Agency
of the Republic of Slovenia (ARSO) and the Ministry of the Environment and Spatial Planning (MOP).

The statistical data constitute the basis for setting up correct and precise guidelines in domestic and European
legislation, which will result in the reduction of the indirect and direct human impact on the environment.

Streamlining of
collection and
simplification of
data in the field of
environmental
statistics

The year 2006 saw the continuation of efforts for the reduction of the burden imposed on reporting
units, and within this framework at the end of 2006 the SORS and the Environmental Agency at the
Ministry of the Environment and Spatial Planning signed an agreement on the streamlining of
collection and simplification of data in the field of environmental statistics.133 The agreement
primarily refers to the joint collection of data for the statistics on wastes, data on emissions, data on
bio diversity and data on environmental charges for environmental protection. In 2007 the SORS also
plans simplification in the collection of data in the field of water statistics and environmental
accounts.

Statistics on the use of water and emissions into water – development of the use of administrative sources
In 2006 the SORS was analysing the possibility of obtaining administrative data sources for public water supply
systems from the Institute of Public Health, where the database has been revised and will be harmonised with the
database at the MOP. The database will be fully established in 2007. Data on the public water supply systems
collected by the MOP will be released in 2007. Within the monitoring of the use of water in industry, the SORS, in
cooperation with the ARSO, performed an analysis of the data ARSO collect according to the operational
monitoring, which could be used as an administrative source. Due to the different aims of reporting, the use of the
administrative source would not achieve full coverage; consequently, the SORS abandoned the plan. In the search
for administrative sources in the field of irrigation, the SORS supplemented its list of reporting units with a list of
concessionaires obtained from the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Food.

WASTE statistics

The emphasised national interest in the collection of all kinds of waste and their use requires continuous adjustment in the
development of the monitoring of this field of statistics.

Survey on
industrial and
municipal waste

Surveys in the field of industrial and municipal waste134 were conducted in cooperation with the
ARSO. In 2006 for the first time (for the reference year 2004) the SORS reported to Eurostat the data
on waste according to Regulation (EC) No. 2150/2002 on waste statistics and its amendments.

“In 2005, 422 kg of municipal waste per citizen, or 1.16 kg per citizen per day, were produced in Slovenia on the
average” (source: the SORS).

Statistics on
import/export –
use of
administrative
sources

The SORS regularly monitors the amount of imported and exported waste. With the expansion of its
questions, in 2006 it began to also monitor a more detailed breakdown of imports and exports, and the
countries to which the waste was exported (EU states or other countries outside the EU). Within the
monitoring of the import and export of hazardous waste in 2006, it began analysis of the possibilities
to use administrative sources, primarily for data monitored by the ARSO.

133 The agreement on streamlining data collection in the field of environmental statistics was signed on 21 December 2006.
134 The three regular surveys in the field of industrial waste and two in the field of municipal waste constitute the well established manner
of the collection of data on waste in Slovenia, with which the SORS covers both domestic and international requirements.
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Statistics on
preparatory
processes of waste
treatment

In 2006 the SORS continued its investigation of different possibilities to cover the preparatory
processes (e.g. sorting) of waste treatment. Possibilities to include these data in the basic statistical
survey on waste were coordinated with the ARSO.

Concessionaires
for special types of
waste

Within the regular surveys, in 2006 the SORS also collected data on the amount and treatment of
special types of waste135 for which certain business entities in Slovenia were granted a concession.
These data complement the results of other types of waste covered by the rules on waste treatment
and are needed for full reporting according to the regulation on waste statistics.

Waste
management –
pilot project

In 2006 the SORS started to implement the pilot project Waste Management, the main purpose of
which is completion of the harmonisation of the existing surveys with all the requirements of the
regulation on waste statistics. In connection with this, the SORS began preparations for a one off
survey on the amount of waste produced in business entities with less than 10 employees, with which it
will obtain a basis for the preparation of calculated factors in the future.

Environmental protection expenditure

The quality of the statistics on environmental protection expenditure136 has increased in recent years. In 2006 the SORS
began to conduct a regular survey monitoring the environmental protection expenditure at specialised producers. To meet
domestic and international obligations, since 2005 the SORS has been improving the temporary methodology for the
presentation of data on the environmental expenditure of the public sector which, within general government financing, the
state collects in the state budget and other administrative data sources (MF, MOP, ARSO). In 2006 the SORS also followed
possibilities in the collection of data for environmental expenditure in households.

“In 2004 the value of investments for environmental protection was SIT 45,965 million, which was 23% less than in 2003, and the
value of current expenditure for environmental protection was SIT 61,490 million, which was 11%more than in 2003” (source: the
SORS).137

Development of the monitoring of environmental indicators
Sustainable
development
indicators

The beginning of preparations for revision of the EU sustainable development strategy goes back to
2005, and it was not finished in 2006, as the final set of EU sustainable development indicators is still
unavailable. The SORS attentively followed the creation of the set of indicators in 2006, and actively
participated in the international meetings concerning this issue.138

REGIONAL STATISTICS –monitoring the regional and spatial development of
Slovenia

In 2006 the SORS offered the government of the Republic of Slovenia all the necessary statistical data
and metadata support for the preparation of the proposal for cohesion and development regions. To
this end, it dedicated part of its activities to cooperation in the working party on structural policy and

regional development at the Government Office for Local Self government and Regional Policy, which created
Slovenian standpoints concerning the adoption of regulations referring to the structural funds and cohesion fund
for the period 2007–2013.

Urban Audit
project

In 2006 the SORS continued the project Urban Audit, the purpose of which is primarily setting up a
European database of comparable urban statistics for large and medium sized cities in the EU. With
inclusion into the cohesion policy it gains importance, as, within the structural funds for the period of
the new financial perspective 2007–2013, funds intended for the financing of towns and urban areas
were also envisaged. Urban Audit will thus become part of the goal of “competitiveness and
employment”, in connection with which the importance of the urban aspect – and, accordingly, the
(non )use of funds – will be decided by individual countries.139

135 E.g. offal, waste tyres, waste motor vehicles, and waste electrical and electronic equipment.
136 The survey on environmental protection expenditure monitors the data on expenditure for environmental protection by branch of the
investor's activity and by environmental purpose, and the data are used for the calculation of macroeconomic aggregates and fulfilment
of international obligations. Besides this, the survey also collects manufacturing activity data on the income of the reporting units in
connection with environmental protection activities. SORS methodology for the collection of data on environmental protection
expenditure is also used by the reporting units in the introduction of environmental accounting.
137 See http://www.stat.si/eng/novica_prikazi.aspx?id=321 (18 July 2006).
138 The current set of indicators for the whole of Europe is indirectly accessible on the SI STAT portal through a direct link to the Eurostat
website:www.europa.eu.int/comm/eurostat/sustainabledevelopment.
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The SORS participates in the project, which continues on a three year basis. It began work after
signing the contract at the end of 2006, which means that the majority of work on the project will be
done in 2007. Data were collected for 2004 for Slovenia, for the Osrednjeslovenska statistical regions
and Podravska statistical regions, for the municipalities of Ljubljana and Maribor, and for the city
quarter communities in the municipality of Ljubljana and the city quarter communities and local
communities in the municipality of Maribor.140

The Urban Audit project
This is a unique instrument offering a wide range of indicators on the quality of living in European towns and cities.
The project collected, for the first time, a large quantity of comparable data which can answer the questions for
which answers so far, due to lack of information, have been deficient (the role of towns in the EU, differences and
similarities between towns, differences within an individual town).

Further DEVELOPMENT of regional statistics:
Rural
Development
Statistics – pilot
project

The year 2006 brought the conclusion of work on the project Rural Development Statistics, the main
purpose of which was to collect data on the basis of the content of the third axis of the rural
development policy for the period 2007–2013, oriented towards the improvement of the quality of life
in rural areas and towards the encouragement of diversification of economic activities.

Brief presentation of the project Rural Development Statistics
This project took place in cooperation with Eurostat in most EU Member States. For the 25 selected indicators, the
existing statistical data were collected at the level of entire statistical regions (NUTS 3), and for subsets of thinly,
intermediated and densely populated areas within the statistical regions that had been previously determined on
the basis of the density and number of inhabitants by municipality. The data collected refer to four priority fields of
content – demography and migrations, economy and human capital, accessibility of services and infrastructure, and
social welfare – and cover the reference period 2000–2004.

In the collection of data for the project, it was necessary to ensure the comparability of data both at
the European and at the national levels. The SORS ensured data collection, consistency of the data
collected with the proposed definitions, and transmission of the data collected to Eurostat.
Simultaneously with data collection, it compiled a technical report with the necessary methodological
explanations and metadata. The results of the project were presented at the relevant statistical
advisory committee141 and at the meeting of the working group in Luxembourg.

The data collected, the methodology and an extensive presentation of the project are expected to be
published on the SORS website by the end of 2007.

Database of cross
border statistics

In 2006 we continued work on preparation of the cross border statistics database, which will contain
statistical data from different fields of content for Slovenian territory and the territories of
neighbouring countries. In the preparation of the database, the SORS cooperates with neighbouring
countries, i.e. Austria, Hungary, Italy and Croatia. In 2006 the countries coordinated the final details
concerning the set of variables, collected the data, and also prepared a draft database with data,
explanations and descriptions of the participating countries.

Monitoring the field of REAL ESTATE

Organised and connected real estate records are an indispensable source of data for the objective creation and
conduct of social, spatial and tax policies, and for the rational preparation of statistical data at the departmental
and national levels. In recent years, the demand for high quality data and information on the movement in price
of different types of real estate has also increased significantly. Various institutions have frequently required
more appropriate indices of real estate prices, to be able to follow developments on the real estate and housing
market in Slovenia in the most harmonised way possible. In 2006 the SORS paid special attention to monitoring
real estate, focusing on two aspects: monitoring real estate prices, and supporting the establishment of the Real
Estate Register and related housing statistics.

139 Further information on the project is available at the website http://www.stat.si/tema_splosno_upravno_UA.asp. See also Rejec, R.
(2006): Urban Audit Project. Contribution at the 16th annual Statistical Days, Radenci 2006
(http://www.stat.si/radenci/program_2006/D2_Rejec.doc, only in Slovene).
140For all towns included in the project, data are available in the Eurostat database:
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/portal/page?_pageid=1996,45323734&_dad=portal&_schema=PORTAL&screen=welcomeref&open=/&prod
uct=EU_MASTER_urban_audit&depth=2.
141 See the regional statistics advisory committee at http://www.stat.si/drz_stat_sosveti_seznam1.asp?id=165 (only in Slovene).
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Development of
real estate price
indices – pilot
project of
development and
preparation of
indices of housing
real estate prices
(OOH)

Eurostat accords considerable importance to the successful conclusion of the project of development
and preparation of the indices of housing real estate prices, as interest in these data is growing. For the
second half of 2007, it plans to release calculations of the first temporary indices of housing prices
(including land) for the euro area.

Currently, the SORS’ greatest problem in the work is the lack of high quality data sources, especially
for new housing, a relatively low number of transactions in certain cases, and the lack of
methodological frameworks and guidelines for work, which will influence the achievement of the
timely preparation of all indices required by Eurostat.

The SORS managed to obtain data on transactions with the existing apartments and houses for the
period January 2003–June 2006, and to prepare annual calculations of price indices for the whole
country, as well as separately for Ljubljana and the rest of Slovenia. In calculations of the indices, it
used multivariant regression analysis within the so called hedonic approach. It is also obtaining data on
land and calculating quarterly price indices for existing apartments and houses.

The quality and the possibility of obtaining basic data sources for this field will have an impact on both
the present results, and the plans and financing of the regular survey in the coming years. The
experience gained so far has shown that this is an extensive and demanding survey, and any additional
collection of the missing data through new on site surveys or from other sources may considerably
increase the cost of its implementation.

Housing register In 2006 the Statistical Office of the Republic of Slovenia was active in dealing with the issue of real
estate, both as regards legislation and as regards preparation for the Real Estate Census. The SORS
cooperated in working groups coordinated and led by the Surveying and Mapping Authority of
Slovenia.

At its 81st regular session, the government of the Republic of Slovenia on 6 July 2007 adopted the
Programme for the Layout of Data on Buildings and Parts of Buildings, which represents the starting
point in actual implementation of the Real Estate Census. The project is managed by the Surveying
and Mapping Authority. The Real Estate Census covers collecting data on buildings and parts of
buildings, and laying out these data. The basic objective of the census is to set up a Real Estate
Register. The Land Cadastre will be finalised, and the Population Register will be supplemented with
dwelling numbers both for permanent and temporary residence. Results and objectives achieved with
the Real Estate Census are important for future work and development at the SORS in the field of
monitoring real estate statistics, and they are especially important for future censuses of population
and housing.

When, in June 2006, laying out the data on buildings and parts of buildings was postponed to
December 2006, we pointed out that with the mentioned layout, the conditions for setting up the Real
Estate Register, which is one of the measures (No. 40) of the Framework of Economic and Social
Reforms for Increasing the Welfare in Slovenia (adopted at the government session on 3 November
2005), will be established. This measure is essential for the SORS as well as for ministries and the entire
real estate field.

In addition to other objectives (more efficient policy making in the fields of housing, taxation and
social affairs, etc.), for the SORS timely setting up of the Real Estate Register is important for
economical implementation of housing statistics, especially for preparing and conducting the Census
of Population and Housing in 2011, which should be a register based census. If the Real Estate Register
is not set up in time, we will not be able to achieve this objective determined within the framework of
social reforms.

The essential element of such a real estate record is not only its establishment, but above all its quality
and regular maintenance, without which such a database cannot function and fulfil its purpose
determined with the Real Estate Recording Act. Therefore we have drawn attention to the fact that
the effects of deviations from the deadlines need to be taken into consideration. In case of a delay in
implementing the activities for timely setting up of the Real Estate Register in 2007, the register based
census will not be possible and will not be implemented as planned. Namely, the solutions must be
known already in 2007 in order for Slovenia to be able to prepare in time the existing records and
registers to be used for the next census.
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The task of the layout is also to obtain data on dwelling numbers for all people who have permanent or
temporary residence in buildings on the territory of the Republic of Slovenia. By entering these
numbers into the Population Register (in cooperation with the ministry responsible for keeping the
Population Register), a missing link in linking the population with dwellings will be established, which
is one of the conditions for conducting a register based census. The dwelling number will thus become
part of the person’s address and will be used in registration/deregistration of residence as stipulated by
the Residence Registration Act (Official Gazette of the Republic of Slovenia, No. 9/2001, 39/2006). It is
of key importance to regularly transmit these data, i.e. to enter the dwelling numbers into the Central
Population Register and the Permanent Population Register, since only in this way will it be possible to
currently monitor residence registration/deregistration. Unfortunately, these activities are not realised
currently, despite objectives set out in the programme.

RESEARCH ANDDEVELOPMENT ACTIVITY and INNOVATION

In the Lisbon Strategy, investments into knowledge and, accordingly, also research and innovation are
defined as a key prerequisite for development. In terms of monitoring the goals set for the survey on
R&D and innovation activities, they are an important source of data for the calculation of basic

macroeconomic indicators and production of comparative analyses needed for following and planning policies at
the national and international levels.

R&D survey In 2006 the SORS conducted a regular internationally harmonised survey on R&D activity, which
collected, for 2005, data broken down by sector (business, higher education, state, private non
profit) on the human resources potential active in the R&D field by occupation, age class, level of
education and citizenship, including mobility; on the gross expenditure for R&D with regard to
sources of funding and purposes of consumption; and many other statistical data and information in
this field.

Survey on national
budget
appropriations for
R&D

With the regular survey on national budget appropriations for R&D, compliant with the Frascati
methodology, the SORS collected data on government investments with regard to the
socioeconomic goals of these investments.

“The final data show that in 2005 Slovenia allocated SIT 98,915.4 million to R&D, which was 1.49% of the gross
domestic product. In real terms, this was 6% more than in 2004 and 52.1% more than in 1996” (source: the
SORS).142

Statistical survey
on innovation
activity

In 2006 we concluded the statistical survey on innovation activity for the period 2002–2004, with
which we collected and released internationally comparable data on the innovation activity of
companies in manufacturing and selected service activities, and on funds invested for this purpose.

“In the period 2002–2004, 26.9% of companies were involved in innovation activity” (source: the SORS).143

Further DEVELOPMENT of statistics on R&D and innovation:
Harmonisation of
statistics on
innovation and
R&D

In the field of statistics on innovation, in 2006 the SORS intensively cooperated with Eurostat in
preparation of the next harmonised survey on innovation activity for the period 2004–2006, which
will be conducted in 2007. In addition, the questionnaire will be accompanied by a pilot module of
questions about organisational innovation. In line with Eurostat requirements, data on R&D and
innovation activities were analysed from the point of view of quality, and reports on quality were
compiled for both surveys.

National
classification of
research areas

The national classification of research areas, which is the responsibility of the Ministry of Education,
Science and Sport (now the Ministry of Higher Education, Science and Technology), has been in
preparation for several years. In order to complete this project, it needs to be coordinated with
certain areas of science and tested. The elaboration of the classification should be accelerated in this
medium term period to do away with the existing confusion in the classification of science in
Slovenia.

142 See http://www.stat.si/eng/novica_prikazi.aspx?id=684 (19 January 2007).
143 See http://www.stat.si/eng/novica_prikazi.aspx?id=304 (13 July 2006).
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STATISTICAL OFFICE IN 2006

The last part of this report presents interesting data on the operations of the SORS. These are publicly available
data on financial operations, changes in the organisational structure of the sections and departments, and
changes in the number of employees, their education and additional training. This is followed by the legal bases
and internal regulations.

FINANCIAL OPERATIONS

The SORS conducts and provides statistical services at the national level and, together with authorised
producers of national statistics, meets the requirements of the domestic and international environment.

Legal basis for
funding the activity
of the SORS

The legal basis for the funding of the SORS is the following documents, which apply to the entire
state administration and are indicated as reference sources that the SORS follows in financial
operations:

Budget of the Republic of Slovenia for 2006 (Official Gazette, No. 116/2005)
Budget for 2006 and 2007 Implementation Act (Official Gazette, Nos. 116/2005, 103/2006,
126/2006 – ZIPRS0708, 128/2006 – ZJN 2)
Rules on the procedures for implementing the budget of the Republic of Slovenia (Official
Gazette, No. 13/2006)
Public Finance Act (Official Gazette, Nos. 79/1999, 124/2000, 79/2001, 30/2002, 56/2002 ZJU,
127/2006 ZJZP, 14/2007 ZSPDPO)
Public Procurement Act (Official Gazette, No. 128/2006)
Accounting Act (Official Gazette, Nos. 23/1999, 30/2002)

Sources of funds Funds for SORS activities are largely provided by Slovenia’s national budget, partly by the EU and in
a smaller proportion by proceeds from its own activities: selling publications and services.

Chart 1: Funding of the SORS in 2006 (in thousands of SIT) by source of funds

In 2006 the total expenses amounted to SIT 3.38 billion. From this, SIT 3.03 billion was from the budget of the
Republic of Slovenia and SIT 337.9 million from foreign donations, while the expenses of the SORS concerning its
own activity amounted to SIT 10.9 million.

Structure of expenses
by budget items

Labour costs
In 2006 the labour costs for full time employees of the SORS covered from the Slovenian budget
amounted to SIT 2.187 billion; the SORS received SIT 23.2 million from refunds, and SIT 26.5 million
from donations for employees hired for a specified period of time for certain projects.

Direct costs
Funds earmarked for offsetting direct costs are used to cover expenses incurred in the performance
of the SORS’ basic activities and costs associated with its basic activities relating to the sale of
publications and services. In 2006, costs of its basic activities totalled SIT 239.7 million. In 2006,
recorded direct costs of the SORS’ own activity totalled SIT 10.7 million.

337,891,185.00SIT

3,034,918,123.00SIT

10,745,869.00SIT

Own activity Donations Slovenian budget
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Costs of major surveys and projects
Costs of surveys that require fieldwork, work in the survey studio or cooperation with outside
contractors totalled SIT 129.9 million and were financed from the national budget. The following
surveys, fully financed from the Slovenian national budget, were carried out in 2005: Labour Force
Survey, Household Budget Survey, Survey on Travel of the Domestic Population, Assessment of Plant
Production, Number of Head of Livestock, Autumn Sowing and Crops Survey, Survey on Foreign
Passengers, Survey on Foreign Tourists, Census of Horticulture, Sample Survey on Areas Sown, Use of
Mineral Fertilisers.

The following surveys are financed in part from the Slovenian national budget, and partly by EU
funds (in the total amount of SIT 77.2 million, of which SIT 30.4 million from European funds):
Business Tendency Surveys, including the Consumer Opinion Survey, TAPAS – Census of Small Units in
Agriculture, Living Conditions Survey (EU SILC), Survey on the Use of ICT in Companies and Households,
Survey on Lifelong Learning.

European funds were used to finance workers hired for a specified period of time for certain projects
(SIT 26.5 million) and the cost of official travel connected with these projects (SIT 6.4 million).

Major projects in 2006: European funds Slovenian participation in projects

INTRASTAT – statistics on trade
in goods between EU Member
States, statistical survey (Phare
2003)

SIT 81.4 million – final payment
according to contract 40%

SIT 39.2 million
16.3 million (VAT)

ISIS – integrated statistical
information system for support to
the statistical process (transition
facility 2005)

SIT 143.2 million – 60% advance
payment

according to contract

SIT 103.5 million
28.7 million (VAT)

PBSS – Social Statistics Database
(transition facility 2004)

SIT 24.7 million – 30% advance
payment

according to contract

No participation
SIT 4.9 million (VAT)

Cost of international cooperation
In 2006 the SORS fulfilled all its international obligations agreed with the regular programmes of
cooperation with international institutions: Eurostat, the OECD, the UN and its specialised and
related agencies: ECE, CES, IMF, ILO, FAO, WTO, WHO and Unicef. SIT 70 million were spent from
the Slovenian budget for this purpose.

Funding of the SORS in 2006 – Phare and funds from the transition facility
SIT 1.3 million were spent within Phare 2003 and SIT 6.2 million within the transition facility. This covered the cost
of official travel abroad connected with the pilot projects from international agreements and other direct costs
concerning pilot projects (interviewers, etc.). In 2006 the SORS also received many grants, from which it covered
costs for employees hired for a specified period of time to work on certain projects, for official travel and for costs
concerning certain surveys.

Purchase of fixed assets
In 2006 the cost of fixed assets involved the purchase of computer equipment amounting to SIT
160.2 million, and other fixed assets – office furniture, air conditioning devices and the like – in the
total amount of SIT 7.9 million.
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Chart 2: Display of funding in 2006 (in thousands of SIT) by budget item

ORGANISATION

In 2006 there was an increase in specialist tasks, primarily related to Slovenia’s joining the EU, and an increase in
the number of international projects involving the SORS. Consequently, the number of statistical surveys in
individual fields of work grew; there were new requirements and accordingly, changed technologies and methods
of work; as well as an altered process of work, management and responsibility for individual stages of work. To a
certain extent, the internal organisation of the SORS also had to adjust to this.

Changes in the
organisational
structure

According to the decree on internal organisation, job classification, posts and titles in the bodies of
public administration and justice, the SORS prepared eight proposals for the regulation amending
the regulation on internal organisation and job classification.

These amendments somewhat changed the organisation’s structure144:
From the section for price statistics and satellite accounts, the fields of satellite accounts were
redistributed to other sections.
The department for foreign trade statistics was organisationally transferred from the section for
production and service statistics to the section for structural statistics, classifications and company
registers.
In the section for statistics on natural resources, the environment, regional statistics and
geomatics, the fields of work were redistributed in terms of their content, which resulted in the
merger of the department for statistical geomatics and GIS and the department for regional
statistics into a new department.
In the section for the collection and processing of statistical data and maintenance of production
databases, three departments with related content merged into the department for the analysis
and control of input databases.
In the section for information infrastructure and technology, the organisation structure changed in
the field of system technical support and in the field of Internet technology.
The SORS gradually reduced the number of posts in organisational units where the number of
employees exceeded actual needs because of changes in the technological process, work methods
and work processes.
The SORS increased the number of posts for tasks that must continue to be strengthened with
human resources to ensure the quality and timeliness of their performance.

Harmonisation of
the number of
classified positions

The organisational changes gradually harmonised the number of classified positions, i.e. the number
of employees, so that on 31 December 2006 it was consistent with the joint Personnel Plan of the
state administration bodies for 2006.

144 Access the organisation chart at http://www.stat.si/eng/drz_stat_organigram.asp.

SIT 2,187,580,571.00

SIT 369,360,279.00

SIT 168,118,878.00

SIT 239,703,907.00
SIT 70,154,492.00

Labour costs Surveys, pilot projects, own participation, transition facilities

Investments Direct costs

International cooperation
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Organisation of the
SORS

Work is organised into 10 sections and five services. The work in nine of these sections is organised
into departments. For performance of the most demanding independent tasks, independent
contractor positions are provided outside organisational units, directly under the director general or
under the heads of organisational units.

In total there are 385 positions, of which 217 are for administrative officials and 168 for technical
professionals.

PERSONNEL, personnel policy orientation

On the basis of the joint Personnel Plan of state administration bodies for 2006, adopted by the government of
the Republic of Slovenia, the SORS may have 383 employees. Budget users may only exceed the maximum
number of employees allowed by hiring the holders of grants by the government of the Republic of Slovenia, the
hiring of whom is obligatory according to the scholarship contract. After completion of the traineeships, when
they become regular officials employed for an indefinite period of time, they are included in the permitted number
of employees. Employees hired for a specified period of time (work on projects, replacement of employees absent
for a longer period due to sickness and maternity leave) are not included in the Personnel Plan.

Number of
employees as of 31
December 2006

On 31 December 2006 the SORS employed 386 civil servants:
368 for an unspecified period of time
18 for a specified period of time (seven for work on international projects, three substituting for
employees on longer sick leave or on maternity leave, and eight acting as replacements for civil
servants whose employment at the SORS was terminated)

Employments
terminated

In 2006, employment was terminated for 32 SORS employees; 22 of these were allocated to
positions for which higher professional or university education is required, three to positions
requiring higher vocational and seven to positions requiring secondary or lower than secondary
education. From among them, 18 retired, five were employed on a provisional basis (for work on
international projects and as substitutes for absent employees), and nine took jobs with other
employers.

New employments On the basis of 43 public job advertisements for the hiring of external associates, there were 35 new
employments (30 with higher professional or university education, three with higher vocational
education, two with secondary education):

14 substituting for absent employees
11 for work on international projects
10 substituting for terminated employments

In addition, employment contracts were signed with five holders of grants of the government of the
Republic of Slovenia for the needs of the SORS.

Successful hiring of
new external
associates

The SORS was successful in hiring new external associates, as 35 employment contracts were signed
on the basis of 43 public job advertisements. Advertisements for certain positions were repeated
several times, primarily for those requiring economic education. The most frequent reasons for
repeating the advertisements were inappropriate education of the candidates, or renouncement of
the candidacy of the selected candidate due to a higher wage offered by another employer or
employment offered closer to home.

Changes in
employment
structure

Due to the analysis of data collected from administrative sources, the SORS’ orientation towards
using administrative data sources for statistical needs requires more educated human resources.
Because in this way other methods of obtaining data are used less frequently, the need for data
entry, which can be done by less educated human resources, becomes less important.
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EDUCATION, training of employees

In 2006, the SORS continued developing its programme of education for statisticians, and also actively included
authorised producers of national statistics, who took part in some training events together with SORS
employees. SORS employees took part in training particularly in the statistical and information technology area
within the scheme of internal145 and external146 training.

“SORS employees spent about 6,500 hours on training in 2006, which is much less than in 2005 (11,300 hours)” (source: internal
data of the SORS).

Information
technology

Education in the field of information technology was very varied. As many as 118 employees
attended various forms of training provided in cooperation with external contractors in this field.

Computer training continued in the classroom which the SORS equipped in 1998. The classroom is
primarily intended for the courses set as standards within the programme of modernising the
national statistics service, i.e. Lotus Notes (e mail), Access, Excel in statistics, Excel VBA, Excel Basic
and PC Axis. These trainings were attended by 160 employees.

Off the job training In 2006, seven employees successfully completed their off the job training; two employees obtained
their master’s degrees, and five graduated at the first university level.

Twenty two employees attended off the job training by the end of the year, which was 5.7% of all
employees at the SORS. The SORS concluded the following training contracts with employees
attending off the job training:

one to complete four year secondary education
six to complete professional higher education (excluding university education)
15 to obtain a master’s degree

For the school year 2006–07, the government of the Republic of Slovenia granted scholarships to 15 students for
the needs of the SORS:

six students of information science
four students of economics
one law student
two students of geodesy
two students of mathematics

Ten of them are fourth year students or graduation candidates; we therefore expect most of them to be employed
by the SORS in 2007 and 2008.

Other forms of
education

Other forms of training, such as seminars, consultations and courses, were attended by 134
employees.

Fourteen employees attended classes of foreign language organised within the Academy of
Administration and at other authorised institutions. From among these, there were seven courses of
English, two courses of German and five courses of French.

LEGAL FRAMEWORK FOROPERATIONS of the SORS in 2006

Underlying legal
framework and
internal regulations
– concerning
implementation of
the Annual
Programme of
Statistical Surveys

During the period covered by the report, the underlying legal bases for the implementation of
national statistics activities were the following:

National Statistics Act (Official Gazette of the Republic of Slovenia, Nos. 45/95 and 9/2001)
Medium term Programme of Statistical Surveys 2003–2007 (Official Gazette of the Republic of
Slovenia, No. 10/2003)
Annual Programme of Statistical Surveys for 2006 (Official Gazette of the Republic of Slovenia,
Nos. 99/2005 and 46/2006)

Internal regulations of the SORS associated with implementation of the Annual Programme of
Statistical Surveys:

Instruction on the Statistical Office of the Republic of Slovenia’s own activity
Rules on the protection of data gathered through the programme of statistical surveys
Instruction on the publication of data and information on the website

145 Internal training – training courses organised by the SORS.
146 External training – participation in courses, seminars, conferences, etc. in Slovenia and abroad.
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Rules on informing the public by means of publishing information of a public nature in the mass
media
Instruction on the correction of errors in the statistical data and information published

SORS regulations
adopted in 2006 to
implement EU
directives

In 2006 the following regulations of the SORSwere adopted to implement EU directives:
Instruction on the statistical survey on the transport of goods and passengers by sea (Official
Gazette of the Republic of Slovenia, No. 9/2006)
Instruction on the implementation of statistical surveys on the production capacity of intensive
orchards (Official Gazette of the Republic of Slovenia, No. 20/2006)
Instruction on statistical surveys in the field of tourism (Official Gazette of the Republic of
Slovenia, No. 56/2006)

Drafting of
legislation at the
SORS in 2006

In 2006 the SORS prepared the draft decree on the standard classification of territorial units (EVA:
2006 1522 0001).

Implementation of
directives

SORS regulations in 2006 implementing EU directives:
Instruction on the statistical survey on the transport of goods and passengers by sea (Official

Gazette of the Republic of Slovenia, No. 9/2006)
Instruction on the implementation of statistical surveys on the production capacity of intensive

orchards (Official Gazette of the Republic of Slovenia, No. 20/2006)
Instruction on statistical surveys in the field of tourism (Official Gazette of the Republic of Slovenia,

No. 56/2006)

Twinning
agreements and
arrangements
concluded in 2006

Due to the complexity of tasks and high degree of responsibility for the quality and timeliness of
statistics, the SORS entered into special twinning agreements in 2006 and up to 16 April 2007:

On 7 February 2006 the SORS concluded the Agreement on the transmission of data from the
central court register for statistical purposes with the Supreme Court of the Republic of
Slovenia.
On 17 February 2006 it concluded the Agreement on cooperation with the Tax Administration
of the Republic of Slovenia.
On 13 April 2006 it concluded the Agreement on the transmission of data from the central
register of book entry securities with the Central Securities Clearing Corporation.
On 5 July 2006 it concluded the Agreement on streamlining data collection and disburdening
reporting units in the field of fisheries statistics with the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and
Food.
On 21 July 2006 it signed the Agreement on cooperation in the transmission of data on the
development of the electronic communications market with the Post and Electronic
Communications Agency.
On 13 December 2006 it signed the Agreement on cooperation in the implementation of the
statistical research “Earning Structure Survey 2006” with the Agency of the Republic of
Slovenia for Public Legal Records and Related Services.
On 21 December 2006 it concluded the Agreement on streamlining data collection in the field of
environmental statistics of the Republic of Slovenia with the Environmental Agency of the
Republic of Slovenia.
On 6 February 2007 it concluded the Agreement on the transmission of data from the central
register of book entry securities with the Central Securities Clearing Corporation.
On 27 February 2007 it concluded the Agreement on cooperation for the transmission of data on
subscribers of mobile telephony services with Telekom Slovenije.
On 7 March 2007 it concluded the Technical protocol for the exchange of data for the “Structure
of Earnings Survey 2006” with the Agency of the Republic of Slovenia for Public Legal
Records and Related Services.
On 9 March 2007 it concluded the Agreement on preparing balances of production and use of
crop products and livestock with theMinistry of Agriculture, Forestry and Food.
On 19 March 2007 it concluded the Agreement on the transmission of data from the central
court register for statistical purposes with the Supreme Court of the Republic of Slovenia.
On 3 April 2007 it concluded the Agreement on cooperation in introducing the classification
system of education and training with the Ministry of Education and Sport, the Ministry of
Higher Education, Science and Technology, and the Ministry of Labour, Family and Social
Affairs.
On 16 April 2007 it concluded the Agreement on cooperation in implementing the statistical
survey on dividends paid with the Agency of the Republic of Slovenia for Public Legal Records
and Related Services.


