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Celebration on the 60th anniversary of the SURS
Speech by the Prime Minister, 10 September at 13.00, Union Hall
Distinguished guests,

I am delighted and honoured to be able on behalf of the Government of the Republic of Slovenia and on my own behalf to greet you at today’s celebrations. We have gathered here today to mark the 60th anniversary of the Slovenian Statistical Office. And we can most certainly be proud of this venerable anniversary in our young country. In the very data collected by the Statistical Office over these six decades, the numbers indeed record – if I may be permitted to say so – the recent history of the Slovenian nation. 

Personally statistics have always fascinated and inspired me. Although it generally suffers from the reputation of being a dull science, I myself do not agree with this. Numbers are interesting and full of substance. They contain a record of life, stories and people. This applies especially when we look at the trends in individual sectors. The numbers tell us how the Slovenians lived before and how we live today.

Another thing that I like about statistics is the simple rule: numbers do not lie. It is extremely important that the Slovenian Statistical Office is an independent institution established on professional foundations. Slovenian state statistics must be based on knowledge, since this represents a cornerstone for the quality of statistical data. I am therefore very pleased to observe that in Slovenia we have so many first-class experts in the field of statistics working for the development of their profession in this country. After all, the level of development and independence of statistics are also reflected in the democracy and openness of a society. 

Of course the importance of statistics does not lie simply in them providing the means by which we might interpret what happened and how we Slovenians lived over the past few decades. Statistics are important for planning, managing and monitoring development in the country, and also on a broader level, internationally. It is important and necessary that the country has high-quality and above all internationally comparable data. By publishing statistical data in international publications and on the Internet we are helping to present and also define Slovenia’s role in the international environment.

By monitoring events and identifying changes, statistics are inseparably woven into everyday life. On the basis of data collected, statistics may then point out certain developments, problems and shifts that demand a response from us. In this way numerous measures or policies for improving situations are therefore adopted precisely with the help of statistical data. So the Slovenian Government, too, is one of the major users of statistical data. And in order for us to ensure the continued professionalism and independence of the Slovenian Statistical Office, we must work to provide stable and adequate sources of financing for the Office. As Prime Minister I am well aware of this, so I will make sure that the Office continues to enjoy all the necessary support from the Government. 

With independence and transition to a market economy, Slovenia has established its national statistics along the lines of the advanced countries. When we were negotiating with the European Union prior to Slovenia’s accession, statistics were not a subject of negotiation in this process, but an actual condition for negotiation. Within the framework of our active cooperation with Eurostat, the European Statistical Office, and especially with the statistical offices of the member states, we effected the timely and transparent development of comparable legal frameworks and methodological systems, and adapted them to the Slovenian system, which is based on registers. 

While high-quality statistical data were important for Slovenia’s incorporation into the European Union, in a similar way they have played an important part in Slovenia’s inclusion in various international links. For instance good and high-quality statistical data have been extremely important in Slovenia joining the Euro area – ERM2. And here it is the Statistical Office that plays an exceptionally important role. Indeed as a coordinator of activities in the field of national statistical work, it has performed in these processes  as an institution of trust, independence and impartiality, preparing and supplying data to Eurostat and the Commission. In calculating the main macroeconomic indicators of the European Union, legislation requires consistent adherence to the concept of the “European system of accounts” – the ESA. I am delighted that in this area the Statistical Office is ensuring European standards. In addition to this it has also established good cooperation with the Bank of Slovenia and the Ministry of Finance.

I am also pleased to observe that the Statistical Office of the Republic of Slovenia is truly a professional, successful and internationally active institution, trusted by both domestic and foreign users. The success of the Office is based of course on its supremely trained experts and all the Office’s staff, who are able to deal with problems and who can uphold views with the support of facts and figures. This, too, ensures one of the foundations of Slovenia’s continued successful development.

Ladies and gentlemen,

On this distinguished jubilee may I congratulate sincerely all the current and former staff of the Office, and wish you every success in the future.

Thank you. 
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