[image: image1.png]B2

REPUBLIVE BrOVENUE STATISTICNI URAD REPUBLIKE SLOVENIJE
OF THE REBUBLIC OF SLOVENI STATISTICAL OFFICE OF THE REPUBLIC OF SLOVENIA





[image: image1.png]

Address by Director-General of the Statistical Office of the Republic of Slovenia Ms. Irena Križman at the 60th anniversary of national statistics in Slovenia 

(Grand Union Hall, 10 September 2004)
Dear Prime Minister of the Republic of Slovenia, Mr. Anton Rop, 

Dear President of the Statistical Council of the Republic of Slovenia, Mr. Rudolf Moge, 

Distinguished representatives of national statistical institutes of our neighbouring countries, Dr. Ewald Kutzenberger, Director General of Statistics Austria, Prof. Luigi Biggeri, President of ISTAT, Italy, Dr. Péter Pukli, President of HCSO, Hungary, and Mr. Zdenko Milonja, Deputy Director of the CBS, Croatia.

Dear Mr. Tomaž Banovec and Mr. Franta Komel, former directors of SORS, 

Dear present and former employees of SORS,

Welcome all representatives of institutions, our partners in the statistical activities,  dear  guests,

It is a great honour and pleasure to have the opportunity to address you at the occasion of the celebration of 60 years of continuous work of the Slovene statistical office.

Today, the Statistical Office of the Republic of Slovenia has achieved the  professional level comparable to the most developed statistical offices in the world. This distinguished position was built in co-operation with other institutions implementing the program of national statistics in Slovenia, i.e. the Bank of Slovenia, the Ministry of Finance, the Employment Service of Slovenia, the Pension and Disability Institute, the Health Insurance Institute, the Agency of the Republic of Slovenia for Public and Legal Records and Services, and the Institute of Public Health. In addition, our co-operation with Eurostat and EU Member States was very important during the accession to the European Union.

Current success has been achieved by the contribution of former and present employees of the Statistical Office as well as of our colleagues from other institutions.

Allow me to briefly explain how the present level of development of national statistics as an activity and profession in Slovenia is connected with the historical background.

At the official birth of Slovene statistics in August 1944 there was little methodological knowledge in the field of statistics. Due to the situation after the Second World War, in the first years of Slovene statistics one of the most important tasks was to provide the basic data on the situation in the country, ruined by the war. Therefore, results were only tabular reviews, since more advanced statistical methods and analyses have not yet been applied due to the lack of qualified staff. The principles of the statistics, published in October 1945, were so modern that the present principles of statistical activity do not differ that much compared to the post-war period.

Education and training played a key role in the entire period of statistical activity in Slovenia. At the end of the 1950s training activities accelerated with the co-operation of statisticians, mainly from academia. At the same time the knowledge was obtained by informal international co-operation at the expert level.

The paper publications with first issues published in the 1950s have not changed a lot through the time. In the mid-1950s the federal state tried to limit the independence of republican statistics with regard to data publishing. It went so far as to forbid commentaries to data. Slovene statistical office avoided this and continued to publish analytical commentaries in special publications. 

The beginnings of organised development of statistical standards go back to the 1980s, when statisticians began with systematic training in various fields of statistics, setting up and updating registers, and the information infrastructure at statistical offices in Germany and in Nordic countries.

Integrating standards into the country enabled further development of register-based statistics. Central administrative registers, which we started to develop in the 1970s, were transferred to other institutions in the 1990s. However, the Office continued with linking and preparing databases for statistical purposes. Together with other partners in the statistical system, we have successfully adopted methodological standards of the European Union and actively co-operate in their development.

Today the Statistical Office of the Republic of Slovenia is an independent government institution responsible directly to the Prime Minister. Within the present Medium-Term Programme of Statistical Surveys, the activity of national statistics is implemented by the Statistical Office and seven other authorised institutions. The role of the co-ordinator of statistical activities in Slovenia and with the international community is the responsibility of our Office. SORS prepared a modern legal and methodological framework for the system of national statistics.

Professionalism of statisticians is important for protecting confidence and is the only safeguard of the quality and independence. In addition to the legislation providing independence, professionalism of statisticians is that which actually provides implementation of this legislation in terms of contents, protects the independence and users' trust. Of course, co-operation with the scientific and academic community is necessary and indispensable.

In an open market society it is important that statistics are presented in time and in a proper way to support the policies and monitor their implementation. Anticipation of users' needs is a great challenge for modern statistics. The transfer of information was organised by institutions as the Statistical Council and advisory committees for individual fields of statistics, which have over 500 members from various institutions. 

Nowadays the Statistical Office disseminates the statistical data to users on modern media – via web pages, in electronic and printed publications. We are providing equal access to data for all users’ groups – the  general public, business entities, researchers, media, students and the public sector.

Our data have become part of the aggregated European data, part of the EU-25. This makes our responsibility even greater and demands that the Statistical Office takes even greater care of the quality of data, procedures, methods and definitions. We have lived in many countries and in many systems. For statistics, this means a break in time series, which in many cases unfortunately cannot be drawn 60 years into the past.

Dear guests and friends,

The road of development of Slovene statistics to the present success was long and not always simple. However, I am deeply convinced that national statistics in independent Slovenia with its institutional and legal framework and timely implementation of European standards contributed  to successful accession of Slovenia to the European Union. Together we have done a lot, but there are still many challenges in our future development. One of the major challenges is definitely appropriate statistical management of globalisation processes.

I would like to thank all former and present employees of the Statistical Office for their contribution and take this opportunity to congratulate all of you at the occasion of the anniversary. I must admit that I feel very optimistic. A good staff as well as good national and international  co-operation  is a  guarantee that SORS will be able to play an active role in the European statistical system. I am honoured to have the opportunity to lead this institution, which in the past 60 years established good foundations for future development.

Thank you very much!
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