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The Statistical Council of the Republic of Slovenia

discussed the Report on the Implementation of
the Annual Programme of Statistical Surveys for 2019

at its correspondence session between 23 April 2020 and 7 May 2020 and adopted the following

DECISION

»The Statistical Council of the Republic of Slovenia at its correspondence session under 
Item 1 of the agenda took note of the Report on the Implementation of the

Annual Programme of Statistical Surveys for 2019.«

 
 Dr. Anuška Ferligoj
 President of the Statistical Council 
 of the Republic of Slovenia
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In 2019, too, national statisticians in Slovenia conducted all 
surveys planned in the annual programme of statistical surveys 

and followed ambitious goals, vision and mission set in the 2018–
2022 medium-term programme. Work done was too extensive to 

report about everything, so we present only those achievements, 
work done and milestones in 2019 that were particularly important for 

us to be able to successfully implement all planned tasks. 

The Statistical Office of the Republic of Slovenia (SURS) celebrated 
its 75th anniversary in 2019. The main event of the celebration was the 

exhibition of infographics at the Krakovski nasip embankment in Ljubljana 
entitled Statistically Speaking, presenting selected stories on Slovenia 

and its residents written in the language of official statistics. The exhibition 
received the Brumen award for outstanding Slovenian design. We continued 

to promote statistics among young people, who were again able to demonstrate 
their knowledge of statistical literacy and statistics by taking part in the European 

Statistics Competition. Our visitors could see that statisticians are not dull and 
boring on the Open Doors Day when we led them through our work process. 

We are constantly optimising statistical procedures, adjusting to new processes of 
globalisation, digitalisation and challenges of the modern society, and particularly 

the newly emerging needs. We are dealing with new data sources, so-called big data, 
analysing the possibility of their use in national statistics where we have made substantial 

progress. We continue to develop IT security being well aware of our responsibility towards 
data providers and striving to further reduce their reporting burden by gradually introducing 

electronic reporting not only for enterprises but also for households. 

We are aware that our achievements are largely the result of the cooperation of data providers, 
all individuals, households and enterprises that are responsive and understand our needs for 

data being reported. I would like to thank them all. We are striving to justify their confidence by 
working even better and sharing our releases with greater enthusiasm, facing new challenges and 

seeking solutions for making statistics accessible and interesting for all our users. 

A great thank you also to all national statisticians tirelessly collecting, preparing and publishing the 
data. They are constantly gaining new knowledge and improving. Thank you also to our interviewers, 

who are our connection with the population of Slovenia; sometimes they are people’s first contact with 
statistics, so a special thank you for knowing how to present to people why you have been sent to contact 

them. Also, thank you to all our partners cooperating with us at various levels in helping us make national 
statistics a success. 

And, last but not least, thank you dear colleagues for contributing your share to the fulfilment of tasks from our 
Annual Programme of Statistical Surveys and for cooperating in achieving our common goals in 2019. 

 Tomaž Smrekar
 Acting Director-General

 of the Statistical Office of the Republic of Slovenia

INTRODUCTION  
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1. STATISTICAL DATA AND SERVICES

Covered are data on the population and business entities, on their characteristics 
and behaviour, on economic, social, demographic and environmental phenomena in 
the Slovene society.

◊ Preserving the current extent and content of statistical data 
◊ Developing new statistical data and upgrading the existing ones
◊ Timeliness, compliance and comparability of statistical data
◊ Accessibility and clarity of statistical data
◊ Cooperation with users
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The first section of the document summarises the 
tasks implemented in 2019 in individual subject-
matter areas that were important development 
achievements (e.g. quality, upgrade of statistical 
data, communication with data providers and users). 
The 20191 Annual Programme of Statistical Surveys 
included 222 regular and 27 development surveys. 
National statisticians – SURS2, the BS and the NIJZ – 
implemented all planned surveys and published data 
in line with the release calendar. On SURS’s website 
over 700 statistical releases were issued, each in 
Slovene and in English. With them national statistics 
informed users about the results of statistical surveys. 

In implementing tasks from the annual programme, 
national statisticians followed the objectives of the 
Medium-Term Programme of Statistical Surveys 
2018-20223. They are divided into four priority areas: 
statistical data and services, data sources, capacity 
and cooperation. 

Programme implementation

1) http://www.pisrs.si/Pis.web/pregledPredpisa?id=DRUG4559
2) https://www.stat.si/statweb
3) http://www.pisrs.si/Pis.web/pregledPredpisa?id=DRUG4366

http://www.pisrs.si/Pis.web/pregledPredpisa?id=DRUG4559
https://www.stat.si/statweb
http://www.pisrs.si/Pis.web/pregledPredpisa?id=DRUG4366
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SURS performed an extensive revision of national 
accounts data, which was in 2019 done in most EU 
Member States in line with the harmonised European 
revision policy. This policy envisages larger revisions 
of national accounts data every five years. In regular 
revisions of national accounts data for the past few years 
are revised, which is mostly routine updating of data 
with additional data sources. This time the entire time 
series of gross domestic product (GDP), government 
deficit and debt, sector and regional accounts, and data 
of all other macroeconomic aggregates from 1995 on 
were revised. Many more revision steps than usually 
were implemented. This was temporal adjustment 
of the revision policies of national accounts among 
European countries, the purpose of which is to provide 
comparability of data among countries. 

Most revision steps were implemented based on the 
results of verifying the quality of national accounts 
data for administrative purposes (for determining the 
contribution to the EU budget, for determining the 
excessive deficit and debt, for determining the eligibility 
to receive European funds). The European Commission 
requested from countries to carry out measures to 
harmonise national accounts estimates with the 
methodological standards and to ensure comparability 
of data between countries. For Slovenia the greatest 
impact on the estimates was due to the following revision 
points: inclusion of changes in inventories of standing 
timber (estimation of wood production in managed 
forests during their growth instead of at the time of tree 

Macroeconomic statistics

felling), inclusion of non-collected value added tax due 
to producers’ bankruptcy, corrections of the exclusion of 
holding gains and losses from changes in inventories, 
corrections of the valuation adjustment to basic prices 
for production for own use, market test, and institutional 
sectorisation of legal persons of private law.

The BS also implemented a major data revision in 
2019, which was done in a coordinated manner in 
the fields of non-financial accounts statistics, financial 
accounts statistics and external statistics. The purpose 
of the revision within financial accounts statistics was 
to reduce inconsistencies between financial and non-
financial accounts in the household sector. Household 
financial transactions were adjusted for the period of 12 
years, with claims of domestic sectors and the rest of 
the world increasing in cumulative terms. The changes 
also affected the balances and transactions in the sector 
of non-financial corporations with the rest of the world, in 
conformity with the balance of payments revision. After 
revisions of financial and non-financial accounts for 
the 2007–2018 period, the inconsistency in all sectors 
were at the acceptable level set at below 2% of GDP. 

Data revision decreased the surplus of the current 
and capital account in the balance of payments and 
increased the surplus of the financial account. As a 
result, the statistical error, which was before the revision 
mostly negative, was after the revision in some periods 
negative and in other periods positive, which can 
indicate the absence of systematic errors. 

Extensive revision of national accounts statistics

The revision has changed the estimates of gross domestic product in different years in the range from 
−0.4% to +0.6% and on average by 0.0% of GDP. Economic growth rates have changed between 
−0.5 and +0.3 of a percentage point and on average by 0.0 percentage points. 

The revision has changed the estimates of government surplus (+)/deficit (-) in different years in the 
range from −0.6% to +0.04% of GDP and on average by 0.0% of GDP. 
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New developments in national accounts statistics

In 2019, SURS continued to work on measuring 
economic and social inequality of households in 
national accounts, which is based on linking macro and 
micro data. Since in recent years national statisticians 
have gained a lot of experience in this area, and the 
international methodology has been developed, in 2020, 
SURS will start the transition from development work to 
regular publication of data with the periodicity of four 
years. 

As regards supply and use tables, the data 
publication deadline was shortened by six months; 
supply and use tables for 2017 were published in 
December 2019. 

Within the research papers, the estimate of human 
capital for Slovenia was published for the first time at 
the end of 2019. Knowledge, skills and competencies 
of individuals are very important for a society, so the 
tendency for statistical measurement of human capital 
is increasing. 

The two-year project of preparing metadata that are 
as regards subject matter and structure in line with 
the standard ESS template was finished in 2019. The 
purpose of the project was to prepare, exchange and 
disseminate consistent and comparable metadata at 
the international level supported by the appropriate web 
application. Slovenia was the only country to prepare 
metadata for as many as thirteen areas of national and 
regional accounts. As most Member States produced 
metadata only for total national and regional accounts, 
they were published as such by Eurostat4.

In 2019, the BS prepared a publication entitled Financial 
Accounts of Slovenia 2013–2018, which in addition to 
data and methodology contains an overview of financial 
accounts of individual sectors and a comparison with 
the euro area. 

In 2019, for the first time quarterly financial accounts for 
the government sector for the 1999–2003 period were 
prepared. 

4)  https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/data/database

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/data/database
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Changes in external statistics

BS representatives were active in developing 
methodological bases for preparing additional data 
on direct investment, which should also include 
so-called »greenfield« investment, presentation 
of inward investment by ultimate ownership and 
outward investment by final destination. Within these 
efforts, partial adjustments of reports on foreign direct 
investment were made, which are in force in reporting 
the data for 2019 and beyond. 

As regards data on trade in goods by enterprise 
characteristics, SURS additionally published 
breakdowns by statistical regions. 

In 2018, Slovenia’s trade in goods, as in previous years, was mostly contributed by enterprises located 
in the Osrednjeslovenska statistical region. The exports of these enterprises amounted to 27.0% of the 
total value of exports and their imports to 42.8% of total imports.5

5)  https://www.stat.si/StatWeb/en/News/Index/8401

https://www.stat.si/StatWeb/en/News/Index/8401
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Financial intermediation

Two updates of instructions for reporting by 
monetary financial institutions were issued in 2019. 
The changes published in July 2019 relate to the 
revision of the content of quarterly data reporting. The 
changes published in December 2019 affected the 
items of the report relating to the profit and loss account 
and to the methodology for preparing the recapitulation 
of the comprehensive income statement. Due to the 
revised instructions for reporting by monetary financial 
institutions, it was necessary to partially adjust the 
coverage of data for preparation of balance sheet 
statistics reports for the ECB. 

The ESCB database and the RIAD register, which now 
contains about 10 million business entities, continued 
to be developed in 2019. As regards the preparation 
of detailed credit data (AnaCredit), reporting of data 
on connected clients was set up. In March 2019, the 

BS transmitted the first data for reference months 
from September 2018 on to the AnaCredit database 
(a multipurpose ESCB database with detailed data on 
credits and credit risks for loans that credit institutions 
give to legal entities). In the months before the 
transmission of first reports, a comprehensive process 
of improving the data quality was implemented with 
banks, which is constantly carried out during regular 
monthly productions. 

As regards quarterly reporting by leasing companies, 
the statistical sample of reporting units was changed 
due to the status transformation of companies that are 
obliged to report to the BS. Changes in instructions 
for providing additional data in the statistical matrix for 
additional analyses and the needs of operative and 
financial leasing began to be changed in 2019. 
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New developments in price statistics 

In 2019, SURS started to publish quarterly data on 
the number and transaction value of residential 
real estate for all types of residential real estate. The 
time series is available from 2010 on. The data on the 
number and transaction value of houses and flats sold 
in Slovenia and bought by households supplement 
residential housing price indices and thus enable a 
more comprehensive presentation of real estate market 
conditions. 

Intensive preparation of methodological bases and the 
development of procedures for calculating commercial 
real estate price indices took place in 2019. 

SURS and the BS cooperated 
in the rationalisation of 
statistical surveys

SURS conducted the survey of leasing companies for 
the last time in 2019. In the future SURS’s data will be 
replaced by BS data. The survey conducted by the BS 
will be slightly modified and will meet all SURS’s needs 
for the mentioned data.

The field of services producer price indices was 
enriched by the publication of data for five new 
services: accommodation activities, food and beverage 
service activities, real estate activities, rental and 
leasing activities, and travel agency, tour operator 
and other reservation service and related activities. 
Methodological bases and all necessary procedures 
for calculating indices for the five new activities were 
prepared in 2019 and publication is planned for 2020. 
From 2020 on SURS will provide indices for all services 
required in line with the new regulation on European 
business statistics. 

The modest growth of retail prices continued in 2019. The annual inflation was 1.8%, while the 12-month 
average price growth was 1.6%. The annual inflation was pushed up the most by higher food prices (by 
3.5%) and higher prices of miscellaneous goods and services (by 4.4%). On the other hand, inflation was 
pushed down the most by lower prices of cars (by 2.3%). Service prices continued to grow more than 
goods prices, on average service prices went up by 2.0% and goods prices by 1.3%.  
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Population and social conditions

Names and birthdays 

With the redesign of the Names and Birthdays 
application, the usability of the search engine was 
improved as well as the content that was sought the 
most in the previous version of the application, such 
as top first names, baby names, disappearing names, 
modern names, and top family names, was highlighted. 

• Residents of Slovenia have almost 57,000 different names, 70% of them unique (i.e. they appear only once).

• Almost every third resident of Slovenia has a name that is among the top 100 male or female names.

• Among the top ten male names the difference in the mean age of men named Franc (67 years) and Luka (20 
years) is the greatest, while among the top ten female names the difference in the mean age of women named 
Marija (70 years) and Nina (27 years) is the greatest. 
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The data on dwellings collected with the 2018 register-
based census of population and housing were published 
in 2019. The quality of the main input source for data 
on dwellings (Real Estate Register, which is kept by 
GURS) is improving, which results in better quality of 
statistical data on dwellings with each implementation of 
the register-based census. Due to the underestimation 
of data on rented dwellings owned by natural persons 
(as renting of dwellings is reported only to FURS and 
no longer also to GURS), the methodology had to be 
slightly adjusted to provide better quality of data on the 
occupation of dwellings. Therefore, a part of dwellings 
that would belong to market rented dwellings is classified 
as empty dwellings (if no residents are registered in the 
dwelling), a part is classified as user-occupied and a 
part as owner-occupied. 

Publication of data on occupied dwellings

• On 1 January 2018, there were 680,000 occupied dwellings in Slovenia; eight out of ten dwellings 
were owner-occupied. About 8% of dwellings were rented and 12% were so-called user dwellings, i.e. 
dwellings in which usually one of the owner’s relatives lives without paying rent. 

• A large majority of dwellings (92%) was owned by natural persons. 
• Only 14% of residents were living in dwellings without one or more elements of basic infrastructure 

(bathroom, toilet, electricity, water in the apartment, central or district heating). 
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Results of the ad-hoc module on reconciliation between work 
and family life

In addition to regular releases of Labour Force Survey 
results, SURS supplemented the SiStat Database 
with data collected with the 2018 ad-hoc module on 
reconciliation between work and family life. It also 
started to upgrade the Labour Force Survey so that it 
will be harmonised with regulations adopted in 2019 
stipulating the content and method of conducting the 
survey from 2021 on. 

6)   https://www.stat.si/StatWeb/en/News/Index/8032

About half of persons in employment who were living with children or regularly taking care of children younger 
than 15 years used childcare services (e.g. kindergarten, after-school classes, professional babysitters) for all 
their children. Approximately 15% of parents or children’s guardians did not use childcare services for all of their 
children but only for some, while 35% of them did not use any childcare services at all. Most of these parents or 
children’s guardians did not have the need for childcare services.6

https://www.stat.si/StatWeb/en/News/Index/8032
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Zbiranje podatkov za Raziskovanje o strukturi plače 2018

In cooperation with AJPES, in 2019 SURS collected 
the data for the Structure of Earnings Survey with 
the electronic questionnaire. The data are collected 
at the level of individual persons in the sample 
population of enterprises every four years. The data 
for 2018 will be published at the end of June 2020. 

SURS continued to implement activities for using data 
from the withholding tax returns from income from 
employment (REK-1 form) and individual REK for all 
types of income (iREK form) for earnings statistics. 

• In 2018, households in Slovenia spent on average EUR 19,560 on consumer goods or 13% more than in 2015.  
• Transport expenditure (21%), food expenditure (14%) and housing expenditure (14%) represented half of 

consumption expenditure. 

Collection of data for the 2018 Structure of Earnings Survey

SURS again supplemented the data on the quality of life 
with household budget data, this time for 2018. With 
this survey we collect and publish the data on the level 
and structure of consumption expenditure. 

Level of living

As regards consumer opinion, in 2019 SURS 
implemented changes in the questionnaire for collecting 
the data on income and made the completion of the 
questionnaire easier and simpler for the respondents, 
which will lead to even better quality of collected data. 
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Pilot Time Use Survey 

In 2019, SURS conducted a pilot Time Use survey as 
a preparation for the 12-month implementation of the 
survey in 2020/21. The data were collected with the time 
use diary, and respondents could select between a paper 
diary and a web diary. Such a survey was conducted 
in Slovenia for the last time in 2000/01. Time use data 
will be used for estimating and evaluating unpaid work 
in households and voluntary work, but they will also be 
important for gender statistics, health statistics, long-
term care statistics, time poverty, well-being, education, 
etc.

Improvement of data on participants in formal education

SURS continued to implement activities for improving the 
data on education expenditure (coverage and detailed 
breakdown of aggregate data, improved timeliness, 
studying coherence with national accounts) and for setting 
up satellite accounts for education. 

According to collected data, In 2018 EUR 2,411 million or 5.3% of GDP was spent on educational institutions (total, 
public, private and international), which is the same as a year earlier. Compared to 2017, total expenditure on 
educational institutions increased by 3.9% in real terms and by 3.2% per participant. In addition to the funds paid 
directly to the educational institutions, households had costs related to participation in formal education outside 
educational institutions. For school supplies, instruction, transportation and food for students outside the schools 
(including subsidies for this expenditure from the budget) households spent (according to the Household Budget 
Survey) an estimated EUR 237 million. 
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Developments in culture statistics 

SURS published the results of the survey on the activities 
of museums and galleries and on stage activities in 
2018. It upgraded the methodology of the survey on 
stage activities and thus further improved data quality. 
For the survey on the activities of museums and galleries, 
SURS supplemented the methodology of monitoring 
e-exhibitions, which will be introduced into regular 
production for the reference year 2020. 

Within the development task for comprehensive 
economic valuation of culture and individual areas of 
culture entitled satellite accounts for culture, the 
study of methodologies of the countries that had already 
produced such accounts was finished. SURS selected 
models of two countries that use as the basis supply and 
use tables that are the result of national accounts. 
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National version of the European Health Interview Survey for 
the first time expanded with information on positive mental 
health and patients’ experience 

In 2019, the NIJZ conducted a multi-annual national 
survey on health and health care (EHIS 2019) among 
the population aged 15 years or more. With this survey, 
the NIJZ provides the data for monitoring the health 
status and health care of Slovenia’s population according 
to the same methodology as is used by other European 
countries. Respondents could decide between a web 
interview and a personal interview. 

Within this survey, quantitative testing of questions on 
the patients’ experience and positive mental health was 
implemented by including the questions in the national 
survey. 

Within the modernisation of data collection on outpatient 
treatment (e-SZBO), in 2019 the NIJZ received from 
some health care providers test data according to the 
new data collection method. With this modernisation, 
the NIJZ will obtain new data particularly on community 
nursing care, and more detailed data on health care at 
primary and secondary levels; they will be collected at 
the level of the individual and no longer aggregated as 
before, which will enable calculations of more complex 
morbidity indicators. 

The process of collecting data on health care providers 
and employees in health activity was upgraded by the 
NIJZ in terms of content already in 2016. In 2019, the 
data collection was supplemented with additional data 
on health care providers (e.g. work permits, licences, 
etc.). 

New data on health care 
activity
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New indicators on diabetes morbidity 

Due to its frequency and complexity of treatment as well 
as severe consequences, diabetes is a major health 
problem. At the same time, it is also a great burden for 
patients and their relatives. The NIJZ has been striving 
for a long time to create a picture of the incidence and 
treatment of diabetes. In 2019, for the first time, an 
extensive publication Narrow Set of Indicators for 
Monitoring the Control of Diabetes in Slovenia7 was 
prepared, which provides the general and professional 
public with a new insight. 

7)   https://www.nijz.si/sl/publikacije/ozji-nabor-kazalnikov-za-spremljanje-obvladovanja-sladkorne-bolezni-v-sloveniji

https://www.nijz.si/sl/publikacije/ozji-nabor-kazalnikov-za-spremljanje-obvladovanja-sladkorne-bolez
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More information on health and lifestyle of young people and 
on nutritional habits of the residents of Slovenia 

On the scale of problematic social media use, almost 
a tenth (8.3%) of young people answered yes to five 
or more statements out of nine, which shows there 
are problems or signs of problematic use. The share 
of problematic social media use is higher among girls 
than among boys and among 15-year-olds. 

The NIJZ issued two publications in 2019 bringing 
new information on health and lifestyle of Slovenia’s 
population. In addition to data on the lifestyle of 11-, 13-, 
15- and 17-year-olds, the publication Health Behaviour 
in School-Aged Children in Slovenia brings information 
on mental health and on the use of the internet and 
digital technologies among young people. 

The publication Various Aspects of Food Consumption 
of Slovenia’s Population Aged from 3 Months to 74 
Years brings a lot of new information on nutritional 
habits in Slovenia. Among them are also data collected 
for the first time by the NIJZ with the national nutrition 
survey SI-Menu, e.g. accurate data on breastfeeding 
and various allergies and intolerance. 

In the first days and weeks, 90.2% of infants are 
breastfed; among infants aged six months the 
share is 54.6% and among those aged 12 months 
22.3%. As regards infants aged six months, 5.5% are 
exclusively breastfed. 

Food allergies or intolerance are reported by 4.1% 
of the elderly, 10.6% of adults and 8.2% of young 
people. Just over half of them (54.4%) have medical 
confirmation. Detected allergies or intolerance are 
more common in women and adults than in other 
age groups. Of the detected allergies or intolerance, 
young people and adults most often have lactose 
intolerance (39.4%) and gluten intolerance (15.5%). 
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Business statistics 

Development of short-term business statistics

As regards short-term business statistics, in 
2019 SURS continued with the preparations for new 
legislation8, and started to work on three tasks: 
• Development of quarterly business demography and 

its inclusion in short-term business statistics;
• Development of new indicators for commercial real 

estate (beginning and end of construction, empty 
space);

• Introduction of KAU as a statistical unit in monthly trade 
and services statistics.

In 2019, the monthly survey on industry was 
upgraded; the questionnaire was partly modified and 
the industrial production index was calculated. 

SURS started with the upgrade of the monthly survey 
on construction, which will partly involve the subject 
matter, since in 2021 the questionnaire will have to be 
completed by all enterprises performing construction 
activity (and no longer only by main contractors). At the 
same time, as per new FRIBS legislation, the data will 
be monitored according to the SKD classification and 
not the CC classification as before. 

Despite the somewhat more encouraging picture shown by data on Slovenian construction, 
especially for 2017 and 2018, data on building permits indicate that the trend of growth 
could be reversed in the near future, as the number of issued building permits has fallen 
in the last three years. The trend continued in 2019 as 10% fewer building permits were 
issued in the first half of 2019 than in the same period in 2018. 

8) Regulation (EU) 2019/2152 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 27 November 2019 on European business statistics, repeal-
ing 10 legal acts in the field of business statistics

http://Regulation (EU) 2019/2152 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 27 November 2019 on Europ
http://Regulation (EU) 2019/2152 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 27 November 2019 on Europ
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Annual surveys on business statistics

As regards the annual industry survey, SURS finished 
the multi-annual revision, and, due to the newly 
identified user needs, started to prepare aggregate 
data on the value of sale for individual years (at 2- and 
4-digit levels of SKD); the data will be published in the 
SiStat Database. 

In the annual construction survey, a comprehensive 
subject-matter upgrade was implemented. The 
questionnaire that will have to be completed by all 
enterprises performing construction activity (and 
no longer only by main contractors) was simplified 
(shortened). The new questionnaire was tested in the 
field and will be used in regular production in 2020. 

For the annual trade survey, a new proposal of the 
set of commodity groups for retail trade was prepared, 
which is in line with the revised COICOP classification. 
The new set of commodity groups should relate better 
to the mentioned classification and should be slightly 
shorter than the old one. A future task is coordination 
with the most important data users. 
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Enterprise Groups Register

In 2019, the Enterprise Groups Register was 
methodologically upgraded. The first methodological 
change is the transition from the country of control of 
the first owner to the country of control of the ultimate 
owner. This change is possible because of the linking 
of national data with the EuroGroups Register (EGR) 
data. The other methodological change involves groups 
in which the head is a natural person. For these groups 
information on the residency of the natural person that 
is the majority owner of the enterprise group (legal unit) 
was kept, but enterprise groups controlled by natural 
persons are no longer formed. 

According to the updated methodology and the 
inclusion of an additional source, there were 5,333 
enterprise groups in Slovenia in 2017. More than half 
(55%) were foreign controlled multinational enterprise 
groups, of which 42% were controlled by four countries 
(Austria, Germany, Croatia and Italy). There were 371 
(7%) domestically controlled multinational enterprise 
groups and 2,029 (38%) resident enterprise groups.9  

9) https://www.stat.si/StatWeb/en/News/Index/8506

Research and development

As regards innovation activity in industry and 
selected services, in 2019 SURS continued with 
the project of conducting additional analyses. It was 
also active as regards methodological development. 
Internationally, in autumn SURS conducted cognitive 
testing of questions that will be included in the 
questionnaire for 2018–2020. 

In 2014–2016 almost 40% of observed enterprises in Slovenia had innovation activity, which is 6.1 percentage points 
less than in the previous three-year period (2012–2014). 

According to provisional data, in 2018 gross domestic expenditure on R&D (GERD) in Slovenia amounted to EUR 
892.4 million, which is 11.2% more than in 2017. The share of GERD in GDP was 2.0%. The structure of financial 
resources for R&D in 2018 was similar to 2017. 23,590 persons were engaged in R&D in 2018 and their performance 
was equivalent to the workload of 15,698 persons with full-time employment. Almost two-thirds (64.3%) of this 
workload was carried out by researchers.

https://www.stat.si/StatWeb/en/News/Index/8506
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Highlights of statistics on the usage of information and 
communication technology (ICT)

In monitoring ICT usage in households and by 
individuals, in 2019 the emphasis was on indicators 
on online purchases, e-skills and internet security. In 
planning the survey, SURS cooperated with national 
users of these data and included nationally important 
indicators in the survey, such as the use of electronic 
identification procedures in using MJU’s eGovernment 
services. 

In monitoring ICT usage in enterprises, in 2019 the 
emphasis was on safe use of ICT in enterprises. The 
survey continues to be one of the main sources of 
data on online sales in enterprises. SURS cooperated 
in methodological discussions on monitoring the 
usage of new digital technologies that are key for 
digital development in Slovenia, e.g. use of artificial 
intelligence, internet of things, etc. 

Persons employed are the most common target of cyberattacks and a possible weak point in 
providing ICT information security in enterprises. 53% of enterprises with at least 10 persons 
employed make persons employed aware of their obligations in ICT security related issues. 
44% of enterprises make their persons employed aware of voluntary training or internally 
available information, e.g. information available on the Intranet, 26% of enterprises by contract, 
e.g. contract of employment, and 15% with compulsory training courses or viewing compulsory 
material.  
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Tourism surveys – new approaches

In 2019, SURS started fieldwork data collection for the 
multiannual survey on foreign tourists. Survey results 
provide highly sought-after data on foreign tourists, 
characteristics of their visit (and stay) in Slovenia, arrival 
to Slovenia, and how much money they spent during 
their stay in Slovenia and for what. Data on expenditure 
are very important, particularly for calculating tourism 
value added in Slovenia’s economy. In 2019, SURS 
started to publish the survey data by seasons. Thus, 
the data for April–May 201910 and July–August 201911 
have already been published. 

Together with data collection, SURS and the BS set 
up the methodology of aggregating mobile operators’ 
data on data roaming duration. In terms of analysis, 
the data will be very important for estimating tourist 
flows. 

10) https://www.stat.si/StatWeb/en/News/Index/8422
11) https://www.stat.si/StatWeb/en/News/Index/8548

Foreign tourists who stayed in hotels in Slovenia in April 
or May 2019 spent on average EUR 178 per day. 

A foreign tourist staying in hotel or campsite in Slovenia 
during summer 2019 spent on average EUR 97 per day.

To improve the model of estimating travels, the BS was 
receiving, in addition to existing data on the use of mobile 
phones (calls, messages), also the duration of mobile 
data transfer sessions broken down by same-day visitors, 
transit passengers and tourists with overnight stays.  

In 2019, SURS was intensively preparing for the 
implementation of the survey on foreign travellers, 
which will be conducted in 2020. To improve the estimate 
of the total number of foreign travellers and their structure, 
SURS set up the methodology of counting traffic and 
counted traffic at all four borders in three seasons. 
Similarly as for the survey on foreign travellers, with the 
pilot survey conducted in July and August 2019 SURS 
tested a more modern method of data collection and a 
new approach to respondents (use of postcards as an 
invitation to complete the web questionnaire). 

https://www.stat.si/StatWeb/en/News/Index/8422 
https://www.stat.si/StatWeb/en/News/Index/8548
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Data on daily passenger mobility frequently sought by the users 

In 2019, SURS published detailed final data12 of the 
survey on daily passenger mobility conducted in 2017. 
The survey results were very well accepted by the users 
and the media, since they filled the gap in such data. 
They brought the data on daily trips made by residents 
of Slovenia for different reasons and with different 
means of transport. The data are used for planning the 
development of mobility and transport infrastructure 
as well as for estimating the impact of transport on the 
environment. 

12) https://www.stat.si/StatWeb/en/News/Index/8080 and https://www.stat.si/StatWeb/en/News/Index/8295

In 2017, 84% of the residents of Slovenia aged 15–84 years were daily mobile. On an average day they went 
on a trip in the distance from 100 m to 300 km. 87% of the residents were mobile on a workday and 77% on a 
non-working day. 85% of men and 83% of women were mobile. The residents of Slovenia (15–84 years) daily 
performed on average 2.7 trips at a total distance of 34.5 km in 62 minutes of travel time. 

SURS set up the methodology of preparing statistics 
on intermodal transport and studied the data sources. 
As the EU wishes to promote transport solutions 
that are as environment-friendly as possible, these 
statistics are an important basis for monitoring 
the situation and measuring the development of 
intermodal transport. SURS has not yet published 
the data on intermodal transport because it wishes 
to provide comparable data for a time series for a 
period of at least 3–4 years. 

https://www.stat.si/StatWeb/en/News/Index/8080 and https://www.stat.si/StatWeb/en/News/Index/8295
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Detailed releases of 
agricultural statistics 

Agriculture, environment and natural resources

Further development of the 
methodology for cereals and 
oil plants balance sheets
In 2019, SURS continued to develop the national 
methodology for the balance sheet for selected cereals 
(which includes four types of cereals: common wheat, 
durum wheat, barley, and maize for grains) and the 
balance sheet for oil plants (which includes three types 
of oil plants: oil turnip rape, sunflowers, and soya), 
which was designed in 2018. Both balance sheets were 
developed with the help of improved data on stocks and 
losses of oil plants. First data were also published on 
SURS’s website. 

13) https://www.stat.si/StatWeb/en/News/Index/8397
14) https://www.stat.si/StatWeb/en/News/Index/8407
15) https://www.stat.si/StatWeb/en/News/Index/8547

As regards livestock production, SURS started with 
regular publication of detailed data on eggs for 
consumption. The Census of Horticulture, which is 
conducted every three years and the results of which 
will be published in the first half of 2020, was conducted 
in 2019. The entire 2019 was marked by discussions on 
the content of future European statistical legislation that 
will define aggregate agricultural statistics. 

At the level of Slovenia, the average annual price of arable land sold in 2018 was EUR 18,460.30 
per hectare. A hectare of arable land was much more expensive in Zahodna Slovenija (EUR 
36,359.11) than in Vzhodna Slovenija (EUR 15,167.06).13

According to the first estimate, the value of the agricultural output in 2019 is expected to amount 
to EUR 1,320 million, which is a decrease by 6% over the previous year. The volume is expected 
to decrease by 7% and the prices to increase by 1%.14

Among the main sorts of oilseeds in Slovenia, the 
highest usable production was reached for rape and 
turnip rape seeds in 2018, i.e. 7,000 tonnes; usable 
production includes quantities of harvested crops, from 
which losses on agricultural holdings are deducted. 
The highest domestic consumption was recorded for 
sunflower seeds in the same year, i.e. slightly less than 
3,000 tonnes. Imports of soya reached almost 14,000 
tonnes, while exports amounted to just over 14,000 
tonnes.15

https://www.stat.si/StatWeb/en/News/Index/8397
https://www.stat.si/StatWeb/en/News/Index/8407
https://www.stat.si/StatWeb/en/News/Index/8547


LPSR   30

Updating of time series and further development of the 
environmental accounts methodology

As regards physical energy flow accounts, in 2019 
SURS set up the internationally comparable and 
harmonised methodology of breaking down energy 
emissions and use from road transport by SKD 2008 
activities and households. The data were calculated for 
the entire 2012–2016 time series. The methodology is 
an important contribution to the improved applicability of 
environmental-economic accounts. 

SURS started to develop the methodology of water 
accounts and prepared first experimental water supply 
and use tables for water accounts. The tables presented 
the flow of water from the environment to users (different 

economic activities and households), the flow of water 
between users and the flow of water from users back 
to the environment. The data for 2017 were prepared 
at the national level, aggregated by selected economic 
activities and for households.

In 2019, SURS prepared the time series of data 
for material flow accounts from 1995 on. For this 
period, SURS prepared material flow indicators. SURS 
continued to develop forestry accounts. Updated data 
from the system of forestry accounts for the 2012–
2018 period were published. 

In 2018, 0.5% more environmental taxes were paid than in the previous year. The largest share 
in the environmental taxes was that of energy taxes (84%).16

16)  https://www.stat.si/StatWeb/en/News/Index/7886

https://www.stat.si/StatWeb/en/News/Index/7886
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New developments in waste statistics

17) https://www.stat.si/StatWeb/en/news/Index/8419 and https://www.stat.si/StatWeb/en/News/Index/8502

In 2019, SURS terminated the collection of data on 
waste generation, which was conducted in cooperation 
with the Slovenian Environment Agency. At the same 
time, it introduced a new methodology of calculating 
the amounts from the data on waste collection and 
treatment. The data calculated in line with the new 
methodology did not cause a break in time series. 

SURS supplemented the regular release on waste, 
which was issued at the end of 2019, with two electronic 
releases, i.e. a release on food waste for a new time 
point and a release of specific indicators on waste 
generation and treatment important for monitoring 
progress in achieving sustainable development goals in 
the European Union. 

Almost 8.4 million tons of waste was generated in Slovenia in 2018, of which 59% was construction 
and demolition waste. Municipal waste accounted for 12% of total waste generated in Slovenia 
and 71% of it was collected separately. The recycling rate of municipal waste was almost 59%.17 

https://www.stat.si/StatWeb/en/news/Index/8419 and https://www.stat.si/StatWeb/en/News/Index/8502
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Preparation of the new time 
point for the overview of water 
statistics 
In 2019, SURS prepared an overview of water statistics 
for 2018 systematically linking the data from all 
statistical surveys on water into a framework of water 
statistics for Slovenia for 2018.

Upgrade of the survey on 
environmental protection 
expenditure (OKI)
In 2019, data from the performers of environmental 
protection services were collected with the OKI-S 
questionnaire for the last time as an independent 
survey. In the coming years data will be collected 
within the common survey on environmental protection 
expenditure. Within the revision, SURS merged the OKI 
questionnaire on environmental protection expenditure 
and the OKI-S questionnaire on environmental protection 
expenditure by the performers of environmental 
protection services into one questionnaire. The new 
questionnaire was supplemented to collect the missing 
data for the preparation of environmental protection 
expenditure accounts (breakdown of environmental 
purpose “air and climate protection” into the subsection 
“climate change protection” and the number of hours 
spent by employees on environmental protection by 
environmental purpose). 

In 2018, gross investment for environmental 
protection increased by 2.1% over 2017. In the same 
comparison current expenditure for environmental 
protection increased by 12.0%. The highest share 
(30.0%) in the structure of gross investment for 
environmental protection in 2018 was for waste 
management. The highest share in the structure 
of current expenditure for environmental protection 
(60.4%) was also for waste management. 

18) https://www.stat.si/StatWeb/en/News/Index/8599

https://www.stat.si/StatWeb/en/News/Index/8599
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Development of energy 
statistics

At the beginning of 2019, SURS started to collect the data 
on the consumption of biofuels in transport. In this way, 
it expanded the existing survey on trade in petroleum 
products. Within the survey on consumption of energy, 
fuels and selected petroleum products in industry, in 
2019 for the first time the data on the consumption of 
energy products by different purposes were available. 
At the same time, within this survey the set of reporting 
units was expanded so that the data on consumption 
of energy, fuels and selected petroleum products were 
collected for agriculture, forestry, fisheries and hunting, 
electricity, gas, steam and air conditioning supply, 
and water supply, sewerage, waste management and 
remediation activities. 

In 2018, final energy consumption in Slovenia was 211,000 TJ. Consumption in the transport 
sector represented the highest share (40%). The second highest consumer was manufacturing 
and construction with 27%, followed by households with 21% and by other use and agriculture 
with 12%.19

19 https://www.stat.si/StatWeb/en/News/Index/8424

https://www.stat.si/StatWeb/en/News/Index/8424
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Communication and cooperation with users

Responding to user requests

SURS cooperates very well with the media (television, 
radio, internet) since it is aware of the power of the 
most important disseminator of published statistical 
data. In 2019, SURS’s employees gave 59 media 
statements and appeared as guests on TV and radio 
shows. Different shows and different printed and online 
newspapers disseminated SURS’s contributions and 
statements. 

In 2019, SURS received about 2,500 written requests for data, about 10% more than a year 
earlier. It answered about 2,000 users’ calls with data requests, 2% fewer than a year earlier. 
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@StatSlovenija

The stat.si website is the main and largest data 
dissemination channel, while Facebook and Twitter offer 
unlimited possibilities of reaching the users in terms of 
data dissemination and communication. SURS is striving 
to use as much as possible the potential of social 
media by regularly publishing content appropriate for 
this channel. In 2019, SURS had 341 Facebook posts, 
50% more than a year earlier. The most successful are 
posts with videos, which have the greatest reach among 
Facebook users.  

SURS started 2019 with 1,137 likes and ended the 
year with 3,037 likes, which is an increase by 167%. 
In increasing the number of followers, the same trend 
was recorded: the number of followers also increased 
by 167% over the previous year. 

The Facebook post that received the greatest number of 
likes in 2019: 412  
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@StatSlovenija

In 2019, SURS prepared 1,019 Twitter posts on its profile @StatSlovenija, reaching 1,509,000 views by followers. 
The number of followers of SURS’s profile in the Slovenian language increased by 17% (from 4,595 to 5,375) and 
the number of followers of SURS’s profile in the English language (@StatSlovenia) by 9% to 7,103 at the end of 
2019. 

The Twitter post that received the greatest number of 
likes in 2019: 177

The NIJZ is promoting its products via social media, 
i.e. Twitter20, Facebook21, YouTube22 and Instagram, and 
by promoting traditional events (release of publications, 
release of data, events, activities, press briefings, etc.) 
via the mentioned online media with the help of which 
information is disseminated rapidly and reaches a wide 
circle of users. Currently, the NIJZ has almost 40,000 
followers on Facebook, 2,000 on Twitter, 170 subscribers 
on YouTube and 2,100 followers on Instagram. Greater 
recognition and interest in data is generated by various 
visualisations and infographics. In addition to social 
networks, eNIJZ23 free e-news is becoming increasingly 
important for informing the users. 

The BS satisfies the needs of users for statistical data and 
information primarily on its website, which brings data 
published in line with the Special Data Dissemination 
Standard (SDDS), data from first releases, time 
series and publications. Due to the BS‘s special role, 
particularly important are data on interest rates and 
exchange rates. Among statistical publications that 
have not been printed by the BS for several years, worth 
mentioning are the monthly Bulletin in Slovene and 
English, and two annual bilingual publications Financial 
Accounts and Direct Investment. The BS’s statistical 
website continued to be upgraded in 2019. 

20) NIJZ Twitter: https://twitter.com/NIJZ_pr
21) NIJZ Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/Nacionalni-in%C5%A1titut-za-javno-zdravje-NIJZ-523616787816640
22) NIJZ You Tube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UClPyMQKRwlE9geMcwuVM26Q
23) eNIJZ: http://www.nijz.si/sl/enijz-0

NIJZ Twitter: https://twitter.com/NIJZ_pr 
NIJZ Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/Nacionalni-in%C5%A1titut-za-javno-zdravje-NIJZ-5236167878166
NIJZ You Tube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UClPyMQKRwlE9geMcwuVM26Q
eNIJZ: http://www.nijz.si/sl/enijz-0
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SURS is expanding statistical literacy and promotes its 
activity among young people 

SURS conducted the second European Statistics 
Competition, an upper secondary school competition 
in statistics and statistical data. By taking part in the 
competition and with their achievements, the participants 
are breaking the myth of dry and boring statistics and 
finding out that statistical data are interesting and 
useful. They are also learning about the profession of 
data scientist, which is expected to be one of the most 
important jobs in the 21st century. In 2019, 223 teams 
with 598 students participated in the competition, which 

24) https://bit.ly/2RMpdQO

was 50% more than a year earlier. They came from 30 
upper secondary schools and were led by 42 mentors. 

SURS is expanding statistical literacy and addressing 
young people at fairs (e.g. the Youth Arena and the 
Informativa24) and by visiting upper secondary schools, 
elementary schools and faculties, where it conducts 
workshops on various topics, the aim of which is to 
expand statistical literacy and to promote SURS and 
statistical data and other products.  

https://bit.ly/2RMpdQO
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SURS follows recommendations and trends for efficient 
promotion of statistical data and services 

SURS wanted to show its users that statistics is not dry 
on the Open Doors Day, when they were invited to visit 
national statisticians and see for themselves. Visitors 
were shown SURS’s work process, played the role 
of the respondent and completed a short web survey. 
They were also tested in the role of a statistician seeking 
errors and editing data using various statistical methods. 

SURS is aware that users differ by age, knowledge, etc. 
and is seeking appropriate solutions to address them 
through various channels. To achieve greater reach of 
its releases on social media, in 2019 SURS prepared 
three videos: a video promoting the cartographic 
application STAGE25, and two videos promoting the 
European Statistics Competition for students26 and for 
teachers27 (mentors). The users responded well, which 
is confirmed by the results of the web analytics (the 
number of views of the STAGE application). 

For promoting the European Statistics Competition, 
in addition to videos SURS conducted a poster 
promotion action. The action was part of the selection 
for the month of December by the web portal Marketing 
magazin28. On Facebook, the post with posters was the 
most successful post in 2019 by the number of clicks, 
meaning that it encouraged the users for further action, 
which was also the intention of the post and the entire 
promotion campaign. 

25) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H2NnQ7wXleI&t=26s
26) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qhbTVqJ-a3Q
27) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IH48n9WlD3o 
28) http://www.marketingmagazin.si/izbor-mmeseca/926/podatki-so-lahko-zanimivi

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H2NnQ7wXleI&t=26s 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qhbTVqJ-a3Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IH48n9WlD3o
http://www.marketingmagazin.si/izbor-mmeseca/926/podatki-so-lahko-zanimivi
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Outdoor exhibition of infographics drew the attention of many 
passers-by

At the end of the summer of 2019, SURS prepared 
an exhibition of infographics at the Krakovski nasip 
embankment in Ljubljana to commemorate the 75th 
anniversary of the establishment of the Statistical 
Office. The exhibition entitled Statistically Speaking 
comprised a series of 22 posters with text in both 
Slovene and English. SURS received a lot of positive 
feedback from users. The exhibition received the 
Brumen award for outstanding Slovenian design.
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Informing users about results of statistical surveys 

In 2019, SURS issued on its website stat.si 711 
statistical releases, all of them in English as well. As 
many as 90% of releases were so-called first releases 
in which SURS in the form of a short comment and 
graphical presentation informs its users about the 
results of individual statistical surveys and about the 
updating of the SiStat Database. At various current 
events, memorial days, holidays and other special 
occasions SURS also published so-called occasional 
releases. 

As in the previous years, in the 2018 end-of-year holiday season the import of toys increased the most. In the last 
third of the year EUR 55 million of toys (39.8% of the annual imports), EUR 24.5 million of chocolate and chocolate 
candy (48.3% of the annual imports), EUR 10 million of perfumes (47.1% of the annual imports), EUR 4 million of 
stockings (38.7% of the annual imports) and almost EUR 0.5 million of greeting cards and picture postcards (63.1% 
of the annual imports) were imported. 
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Statistical Day 2019

The activity of national statistics is monitored by the 
Statistical Council of the Republic of Slovenia30, a 
professional advisory body for strategic and development 
issues of national statistics. For individual fields of 
national statistics, SURS established statistical advisory 
committees31. There were 18 statistical advisory 
committees in 2019. Members of the Statistical Council 
and statistical advisory committees are representatives of 
the most important data users and providers. In 2019, the 
Statistical Council met three times and discussed basic 
documents of national statistics (annual programme and 
reports on programme implementation). In addition, a 
correspondence meeting was held about the changes 
to the 2019 Annual Programme of Statistical Surveys. 
Statistical advisory committees met 12 times. 

Professional advisory bodies 

The 28th statistical conference – Statistical Day 2019 – 
was again held at Brdo pri Kranju. The conference was 
entitled ‘’Spoznajmo D1G1TAL1ZAC1J0 - Inovativne 
rešitve, ki spreminjajo družbo’’29, and, as always, drew a 
lot of attention. It was attended by about 390 people from 
Slovenia and abroad. In the first part of the conference, 
experts presented challenges of the economy in the 
digital environment, the digital future of financial services, 
the web platform for international delivery of door-to-
door shipments, and the introduction of the elements of 
industry 4.0 in production systems and processes. The 
second part of the conference focused on the discussion 
about the challenges of digitalisation. The event ended 
with the Statistical Society of Slovenia awards ceremony. 

29) Let’s Meet D1G1TAL1SAT10N – Innovative solutions that change society
30) https://www.stat.si/statweb/NationalStatistics/StatCouncil 
31) https://www.stat.si/statweb/NationalStatistics/AdvCommittees

http://Let’s Meet D1G1TAL1SAT10N - Innovative solutions that change society
https://www.stat.si/statweb/NationalStatistics/StatCouncil
https://www.stat.si/statweb/NationalStatistics/AdvCommittees
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2. DATA SOURCES

Data sources are input into the statistical process and thus necessary for preparing 
statistical data and services. The Slovene national statistics obtains them directly 
from people and business entities and indirectly from existing records and data 
collections.

◊ Data collection that is frendly to data providers and effective
◊ Co-designing of data collections
◊ Exploatation of opportunities provided by big data
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SURS is constantly striving for efficient data collection, 
so it is analysing in detail the inclusion of business 
entities in statistical surveys in terms of the time and 
costs. In 2018, 75 surveys were conducted in which 
the data were collected directly from business entities. 
SURS conducted 69 surveys on its own. Data collection 
was also conducted by other organisations: AJPES, 
FURS and ARSO. 

The total time spent on reporting for all surveys in 
2018 was 216.1 person-years32, i.e. 8.5 person-years 
more than in 2017. The total costs33 incurred by business 
entities amounted to EUR 5.27 million, i.e. EUR 0.37 
million more than in 2017. INTRASTAT represented 
almost three quarters (73.3%) of the burden (158.5 
person-years). The survey on earnings – Obrazec 1 - 
ZAP/M – represented just over a tenth of the burden 
(23.5 person-years). 

One of the measures to reduce the reporting burden 
is to continue the transition to electronic reporting. In 
2018, SURS conducted 75 surveys of business entities 
and their parts. The share of surveys for which the data 
were collected via electronic reporting (including eSTAT 
reporting and reporting to AJPES and FURS) increased 
from 87% in 2016 to 92% in 2018. Taking into account 
only surveys conducted by SURS, the share grew from 
40% to 60%. 

In 2019, SURS collected data electronically for the first 
time for one of the most extensive surveys, namely 
Investment in Fixed Assets. The organisation of data 
collection for this survey is very demanding, because 
SURS wants to simplify the reporting for enterprises 
by adjusting the content of questionnaires and with 
adjusted plan of data collection for different populations. 

In the surveys Gross Fixed Capital Formation for 
Environmental Protection and Consumption of 
Energy, Fuels and Selected Petroleum Products 
(E-PE/L), in 2019 the focus was on intensive preparation 
for the transition to electronic data collection. The lists 
of reporting units were updated, standard procedures 
of data processing were introduced, and electronic 
questionnaires were prepared. The questionnaires were 
also tested on a small sample of reporting units. 

Taking care of efficient data collection 

In collecting data from persons and households, SURS 
is also gradually introducing the possibility of electronic 
reporting for surveys in which this method is appropriate. 
In 2019, the questionnaires for the surveys Usage of 
Information and Communication Technologies in 
Households and by Individuals, Consumer Survey 
and Energy Consumption in Households could be 
completed online. At the end of 2019, SURS prepared 
everything for the transition to web reporting of data for 
the survey Tourism Travels of Domestic Population. 
Modern approaches to data collection were also tested 
in the survey Foreign Travellers. In the pilot survey 
SURS offered foreign tourists the possibility to complete 
the online questionnaire. In 2019, preparations were 
going on for the collection of data for several surveys 
of persons and households: Daily Passenger Mobility, 
Gender Based Violence Survey, and Time Use 
Survey. In these three surveys online reporting will also 
be possible. 

The Household Budget Survey is a large burden for the 
participating respondents, so SURS started to develop 
new, modern methods of data collection. It cooperates 
in the development and testing of a mobile application 
for collecting data on household expenditure. 

With the support of the NIJZ, in 2019 the ZZZS prepared 
a new method of collecting data on sick leave, which 
have so far been collected with paper questionnaires. 
The testing period was September–December 2019, 
and from January 2020 on the new system will be fully 
operational. The outcome is better and timelier data as 
well as reduced burden of health care personnel. 

The data on health care providers and persons 
employed in health care, which are provided by 
health care providers, are collected almost entirely 
electronically. The outcome of this change is better and 
timelier data. 

32) One person-year equals 2,088 person-hours.
33) The average hourly rate is estimated as the average gross earnings per hour paid for the last month in the year for the SKD activity – TO-

TAL. For 2016 it was EUR 10.97, for 2017 EUR 11.30 and for 2018 EUR 11.67. 

http://One person-year equals 2,088 person-hours.
http://The average hourly rate is estimated as the average gross earnings per hour paid for the last month 
http://The average hourly rate is estimated as the average gross earnings per hour paid for the last month 
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Use of administrative sources 

The second measure to reduce the reporting burden 
is to use existing data sources. SURS is constantly 
monitoring existing and new administrative data sources 
and analysing the quality of their data for statistical use. 
In many areas it has been using administrative sources 
as data sources for producing statistics and is constantly 
seeking new opportunities. In 2019, SURS was taking 
over the data from 167 data collections managed by 70 
institutions. 

As regards earnings statistics, SURS was conducting 
activities for the use of data from withholding tax 
returns from income from employment (REK-1 form) 
and individual REK for all types of income (iREK 
form). Throughout 2019, preparations were taking 
place for the implementation of the next agricultural 
census, in which basic data (e.g. land use, number 
of livestock on agricultural holdings) will be collected 
mainly from administrative data sources. Other data, 

such as data on the labour force on agricultural 
holdings or data on cattle manure management, will 
be collected with other regular surveys by expanding 
the questionnaires. Therefore, in 2019 SURS was 
intensively studying various administrative data 
collections and preparing procedures for their use in 
the agricultural census. 

Within forestry activity, SURS also studied possible 
new data sources necessary for calculations within 
economic accounts for forestry. SURS shortened the 
existing questionnaire, which will at least partly reduce 
the reporting burden. To prepare quality and in the future 
stable time series for the system of forestry accounts, 
in 2019 SURS prepared an agreement with national 
institutions managing important administrative data 
sources. These institutions are the Slovenian Forest 
Service, the Slovenian Forestry Institute and the Ministry 
of Agriculture, Forestry and Food. 
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In surveys on waste, in 2019 SURS made a transition 
to taking over data from the administrative source IS-
Odpadki, which is kept by the Slovenian Environment 
Agency, and terminated the collection of data on waste 
generation, which used to be partially conducted 
by fieldwork. To break down emissions from road 
transport and to break down energy use into individual 
activities according to SKD 2008 and households, in 
2019 SURS used a new administrative source, the 
Central Register of Vehicles and Documents, which is 
kept by the Ministry of Infrastructure. For calculations, 
from the database it took over the data on the type 
of vehicles, number of vehicles, kilometres travelled, 
average fuel consumption, and CO2 emissions. 

In 2019, SURS started to take over data on district 
heating from the Energy Agency. With this it partly 
abolished field data collection and reduced the burden 
of those reporting units that used to report their data to 
both institutions. Since 2019, SURS has been taking 
over from the Slovenian Roads Agency the data for 
the surveys on environmental taxes and material flow 
accounts. In 2019, SURS also stopped conducting the 
primary data collection for accommodation statistics 
and took over the data from administrative data 
sources. 
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Challenges of using big data

SURS continued to implement activities the aim of 
which is the introduction of using big data in the regular 
statistical process. SURS is studying the areas where 
big data could serve as a data source, e.g. remote 
sensing, financial transactions, job vacancies, and 
prices. SURS is also studying the possibility of using big 
data for estimating the number of foreign tourists and 
travellers. 

To reduce the reporting burden in the surveys on foreign 
tourists, foreign travellers and travels of domestic 
population, in 2019 SURS was seeking new sources 
on the extent of tourist (domestic and foreign) and 
travel flows. From January 2020 on data from mobile 
operators on the duration of data roaming (subscribers 
of foreign mobile operators in Slovenia and subscribers 
of domestic mobile operators abroad) will be taken over 
from AKOS. 

SURS analysed the potential of data on financial 
transactions and within this analysis defined financial 
transactions and studied potential sources. It also 
studied the possibility of using these data for national 
statistics. First results showed that the data on financial 
transactions would be useful for statistical purposes, 
e.g. for short-term statistics (trade). SURS also 

recognised financial transactions as a good source for 
tourism statistics, where it examined the existing data 
on financial transactions by managers, sought the 
possibility of obtaining data for preparing statistics and 
set up contact with data managers. SURS will continue 
with activities to access these data, since obtaining 
them would be a large reduction in reporting burden in 
the surveys of tourism statistics. The potential of usage 
is shown by other statistical areas, e.g. household 
expenditure, some macroeconomic statistics, culture 
and education statistics, external trade and industry. 

In autumn 2019, SURS finished studying the possibility 
of using remote sensing data for statistical surveys and 
tested the use of spatial data for determining agricultural 
area rented by agricultural holdings. Procedures and 
knowledge obtained will be used in conducting the 
agricultural census; results will be used for future 
improvement of statistics related to rents of agricultural 
land. 

A general web scraping tool has been introduced. 
It is regularly used for scraping data on the prices of 
computer components and package holidays on the 
internet and for scraping the data on job vacancies from 
the websites of employment portals and enterprises. 
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3. CAPACITY

Capacity covers individual infrastructural elements such as human and financial 
resources, statistical processes, organisation, and IT infrastructure and technology. 

◊ Optimised and modern statistical process
◊ Commitment to quality and information security
◊ Professional staff
◊ Economically efficient implementation of the activity 
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Optimisation and modernisation of statistical 
processes
Producers of national statistics are constantly optimising and 
modernising the procedures of statistical data collection, processing 
and dissemination. As regards data collection, SURS developed the 
application for web scraping of prices and the application for web 
collection of data on time use. SURS introduced new procedures for 
data editing and aggregation, tabulation and statistical protection, 
IT solutions for conversion to the statistical identifier and set up 
new databases. It upgraded many surveys by introducing modern 
methodological solutions and the latest innovative technologies.
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Upgrade of web pages  

The SiStat Database was upgraded. The results of the 
upgrade are the new back-end application for managing 
PX dissemination files (uploading and publication) and 
the upgrade of the database (website that will enable 
access to PX files). The database offers two key 
novelties: additional, more modern formats for saving 
the data to the local computer and machine reading 
of data, and improved, tailor-made management of 
queries. The appearance of the database is more user-
friendly, including for mobile users. This was the first 
part of the upgrade, with which SURS upgraded the 
database technically. The upgrade will continue in 2020. 
In addition to the internal process of publishing tables 
in SiStat, the website of the SiStat Database will be 
improved. 

With a comprehensive upgrade in 2019, the web 
application Names and Birthdays, which is one of the 
most visited pages on SURS’s website, got a new look. 
The main purpose of the application is to promote the 
use of statistical data and improve statistical literacy of 
users. Therefore, SURS focused special attention on 
improving the user experience, as it wanted to make the 
application even simpler and more user-friendly. SURS 
simplified navigation, improved the presentation of data 
on the page and included interactive visualisations. It 
also improved the usability of the search engine and 
highlighted some content that was sought the most in 
the previous version of the application. 

For the eVem portal, SURS updated the SKD search 
application with a restful API, which enables access to 
data used by the application.

A software solution was developed for solving the 
problems of classifying computer groups in ECOICOP. 
A solution was prepared by developing the model for 
self-classification of computer groups supported by 
controlled machine learning. For data storage and 
preparation, SURS used Microsoft SQL Server, and for 
managing relational databases, the Oracle system. For 
data capture and pre-processing, for model learning and 
usage, .NET Core, C# and ML.NET were used. 

Solutions for statistical 
classifications 
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Extensive subject-matter and technological upgrade of 
the INTRASTAT system took place in 2019. In Phase 
1 the web application for data reporting and in Phase 2 
the administrative module for checking the reported data 
were upgraded. SURS started with activities to upgrade 
the procedures for exchanging Extrastat data by using 
FURS’s G2G service. 

With the SQL Server Integration Services (SSIS) package 
the process and IT solution were developed for monthly 
automated updating of the Central Register of Vehicles 
and Documents. The solution takes over via a web service 
data from the withholding tax returns from income from 
employment (so-called iREK form); SSIS solutions, which 
via a web service take over the data from the BS, are also 
being developed. 

SURS was developing web services for taking over 
the data from Blaise 5 databases for transfer of data 
from Blaise 5 questionnaires into microdata databases. It 
was also developing a solution for implementing logical 
control by using Blaise 5 environment, which anticipates 
using already developed Blaise 5 questionnaires for 
implementing logical control. 

In the new Blaise 5 environment, SURS developed a 
solution for programming online questionnaires. In this 
environment an online questionnaire has been developed 
for the pilot survey on travels of domestic population (TU-
ČAP) as well as online questionnaires for waste (OKI) 
and energy statistics (E-P/EL), which will be used in the 
regular survey. Online questionnaires for other surveys will 
be developed subsequently. 

Upgrade of web pages and 
procedures for data reporting 
and takeover 

Upgrade of statistical 
processes in national 
accounts 

In 2019, SURS started with process-technical upgrade 
of national accounts, with which it introduced a new 
IT solution for GDP calculation. The aim is to shorten 
the time of data processing, to reduce the possibility 
of errors and to provide consistency of the system of 
national accounts. 

SURS also implemented several activities aimed at 
improving the statistical process in the area of residential 
real estate. A new database and automated data 
editing procedures were set up, and index calculation 
was upgraded. 
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Technical upgrade in 
environmental statistics 

SURS implemented technical upgrades of the procedures 
for conducting surveys on the purchase of agricultural 
products (the upgrade is expected to be completed 
by early 2021), which will increase the transparency 
of procedures and optimise the implementation of the 
activity. Technical upgrade of the survey Economic 
Accounts for Agriculture continued; the aim is also to 
improve implementation of the activity and transparency 
of data. 

Preparing for the Agricultural Census, every time it is 
necessary to implement subject-matter and technical 
upgrades of the Statistical Register of Agricultural 
Holdings, which is the main internal information 
source for implementing most agriculture statistics. 
Within the latest upgrade, an application was set up 
which at the SURS entry point automatically converts 
a personal identifier of agricultural holding in the 
administrative source into a statistical one. SURS 
additionally improved information security of dealing 
with data from the Statistical Register of Agricultural 
Holdings (separate masks for checking personal and 
other data; preparation of solutions for creating outputs 
without insight into personal data) and for all agriculture 
statistics (it eliminated the use of administrative personal 
identifiers of agricultural holding from the procedures). 
In addition, procedures and instructions were prepared 
for greater automation of updating the mentioned 
register from administrative data sources. As regards 
the subject matter, the register was supplemented with 
variables that will be necessary for preparing samples 
in the future. Additional cleaning of duplicates was 
implemented and the possibility of additional links to 
various as of yet unused data sources was analysed. 

As regards the survey on drinking water (VOD-V), for 
which SURS takes over the data from the administrative 
source IJSVO (Environmental Protection Public 
Services Information System), in 2019 SURS started 
to implement the procedures of technical adjustment 
of statistical processes and introduction of automated 
editing, aggregation, tabulation and statistical data 
protection. An Oracle database was also set up. 

SURS continued modernising statistical processes 
in the statistical survey on exploitation of water 
in industry. Automated suppression of confidential 
data was introduced, supplementing the processes of 
tabulating final data for release. 

In 2019, SURS revised the survey on environmental 
protection expenditure. It analysed and updated the list 
of reporting units, upgraded the database, modernised 
statistical procedures of data processing, prepared the 
questionnaire for electronic data collection and tested it 
in the field. 

SURS also modernised the survey on consumption 
of energy, fuels and selected petroleum products. 
It expanded the set of reporting units, established a 
system of automated data editing, including selective 
editing, and introduced automated aggregation and 
tabulation. It also prepared a special questionnaire 
for electronic data collection, which was successfully 
tested in the field. The questionnaire was expanded 
with an additional table for collecting data on energy 
consumption by purpose. 
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Changes in social statistics

SURS modernised the process of seeking SID in the 
Labour Force Survey. The procedures were adjusted 
and automated for quarterly seeking of SIDs and 
for current updating of the data in the database. The 
database is filled with historical data and personal 
identifiers are eliminated. Access to all time points via a 
single table was enabled. 

In 2019, SURS finished the modernisation of the Statistical 
Register of Employment (SRDAP) and the closely related 
monthly survey on persons in employment (DAK), within 
which, in addition to technical upgrade, SURS upgraded 
and improved standard procedures for data processing. 
First data from the upgraded DAK survey will be released 
in March 2020 (for January 2020). 

In 2019, the pilot Time Use Survey was conducted as 
a preparation for the main survey in 2020/21. SURS 

collected the data with the time use diary, where 
respondents could choose between a paper diary 
and a web diary. The web diary was prepared as a 
progressive web application (PWA), which enabled 
completion via various devices (computer, mobile 
phone, tablet). 

The NIJZ started the project of modernising the collection 
of data on outpatient treatment (e-SZBO) as early 
as in 2014; these data include data on preventive and 
curative visits at primary and secondary levels. In the 
2015–2017 period work on e-SZBO was delayed due to 
insufficient financial resources, but it continued in 2018 
with methodological supplements and the selection 
of pilot health care providers. In 2019, the pilot health 
care providers reported test data according to the new 
reporting method. 
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Upgrade of business statistic

In 2019, a comprehensive technical upgrade of the 
monthly survey on industry was taking place, which will 
finish in 2020. Within the upgrade the questionnaire was 
partly upgraded, standard procedures were introduced 
and industrial production indices were calculated anew. 

As regards business tendencies, SURS started with 
comprehensive technical upgrade, within which it 
will prepare a new questionnaire for 2021 and adjust 
individual data processing procedures to SURS’s 
standards. 

In the annual survey on industry, SURS finished 
the upgrade that lasted several years: it introduced 
selective data editing, and started to implement logical 
control with SIRUP software solution, which is the result 
of employees’ work. 

A comprehensive technical upgrade was also 
implemented in the annual survey on construction. 
SURS standardised the procedures and prepared a 
new database. In the investment survey, SURS made 
a transition to e-reporting and introduced a technical 
upgrade of data editing. 

The development of the SRDAP database, which 
enables insight into the monthly situation by using 
SQL queries, was finished. The PIEO database, which 
is intended for storing the general sample frame of 
persons and households, was developed. Within 
the technical upgrade of the INDPNM survey, a new 
database and new procedures for taking over and filling 
the data reported via the web were set up; these new 
developments will be implemented in 2020. 

The NIJZ3 database was set up, containing data on 
sick leave collected with the survey on hours worked. 
The data from 2008 to the end of 2019 were transferred 
into the database, which will be in regular production in 
2020. 

Within the technical upgrade of the TU-TURISTI survey, 
which followed the subject-matter upgrade, the database 
was set up and the procedures for data integration 
and transformation were established. Provisional 
and final data are filled monthly or in the months that 
enable coverage of the entire season. The telephone 
questionnaire was also ungraded. 

The income database BAZA_DOHODKOV was 
upgraded. The result was integration and transformation 
of procedures for filling input sources on income of 
persons and households and for calculating derived 
variables. Procedures were prepared for calculating 
additional variables such as benefits, pensions, income 
from employment, agricultural and forestry activities, 
self-employment, parental benefits, unemployment 
benefits and other social benefits, property income, 
profits and dividends. The at-risk-of-poverty threshold is 
calculated based on these variables. 

In 2019, SURS was developing many other databases, 
such as the Labour Force Survey, the Business 
Tendency Survey, and the Economic Accounts for 
Agriculture database. The Labour Force Survey 
database must provide access to all past data and 
entry of new data. Within this database, a solution was 
being developed for linking text entries of occupations 
and activities it contains. The Business Tendency 
Survey database must enable access to old survey 
data and entry of new data. This is a complete overhaul 
of procedures and the database itself. The Economic 
Accounts for Agriculture database was developed for 
the project entitled Modernisation of Economic Accounts 
for Agriculture. The database will combine about 30 
databases kept by SURS and the MKGP. Because this 
is an upgrade of sources with estimates and models 
for time series, the database will – in addition to data – 
contain rules for data manipulation. 

New databases 
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Upgrade of information 
security 

Razvoj The development of information security at SURS 
continued in 2019. Improvements were made on the 
basis of regular management of information security 
events, evaluating information security risks, information 
security audits and monitoring information system diary 
logs. Changes and improvements do not deviate from 
objectives and principles on which the existing system was 
based. Information security training was implemented, 
both training of new colleagues at the beginning of their 
work and regular training for SURS’s employees. 

As an important part of constant improvement of 
information security, in 2019 SURS conducted the second 
internal information security audit. The audit comprised 
an overview of the extent to which the possibilities 
for improvement of information security detected at 
the 2018 information security audit were taken into 
account (implemented) and an audit of 10 randomly 
selected surveys from the 2019 Annual Programme of 
Statistical Surveys. Based on the findings, the possibility 
of improving information security in individual areas 
was identified. A program of IT security audits for 2020 
was prepared. SURS published on its website general 
information regarding personal data protection34.

34) https://www.stat.si/statweb/FundamentalPrinciples/PersData
35) https://www.stat.si/StatWeb/File/DocSysFile/10190/KODEKS.pdf
36) https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/documents/64157/4392716/ESS-QAF-V1-2final.pdf/bbf5970c-1adf-46c8-afc3-58ce177a0646

Considering the principles of 
the European Statistics Code 
of Practice and cooperation in 
developing the methodology 
for the future peer review 
In its work, SURS follows the European Statistics 
Code of Practice, which was updated in 201735. In the 
European Statistical System, intensive preparations 
were taking place for the next round of peer reviews. 
In 2019, SURS participated in the group that prepared 
the updated Quality Assurance Framework36, which 
determines in greater detail the methods, practices 
and tools for achieving compliance with the principles 
of the Code of Practice. Intensive discussions were 
taking place within the ESS regarding the methodology 
and tools for implementing peer reviews and SURS 
was actively participating in them. The methodology 
for implementing peer reviews (self-assessment 
questionnaires on the compliance with the Code of 
Practice for national statistical offices and for authorised 
producers of national statistics, and the associated 
manuals) was prepared and after consultations with 
member states confirmed at the May 2020 ESSC 
meeting. Peer reviews will start in 2021 and should be 
finished in all ESS member states in 2022. 

https://www.stat.si/statweb/FundamentalPrinciples/PersData
https://www.stat.si/StatWeb/File/DocSysFile/10190/KODEKS.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/documents/64157/4392716/ESS-QAF-V1-2final.pdf/bbf5970c-1adf-46c8-afc3-
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Application for managing 
reference metadata and 
quality indicators (STATMIK)

To introduce improvements into the statistical process 
and to achieve transparency in preparing statistical 
data, it is important that the quality of statistical data 
is constantly monitored and measured in line with the 
quality indicators37 and that methodological materials 
are published. For easier management and analysis 
of reference metadata and quality indicators, SURS 
developed an internal application STATMIK (statistical 
metadata and quality indicators) and started to gradually 
implement it in its work in 2019. 

The STATMIK application improved the overview of 
the values of quality indicators for statistical surveys 
conducted by SURS and enables a comparison of 
values between years and/or surveys. In addition, the 
application enables simpler and more standardised 
preparation of methodological materials for users 
(methodological explanations and quality reports). The 
main idea is that all metadata are entered (only once) 
in the central metadata database, from which they are 
taken over and used for various purposes (i.e. the once-
for-several-times approach). 

37) https://www.stat.si/StatWeb/File/DocSysFile/9690/kazalniki-kakovosti-2017.pdf

In 2019, SURS continued systematic testing of 
questionnaires, web applications and other materials it 
needs for collecting data from business entities and from 
persons and households. Materials were tested when a 
survey was upgraded, a new survey was introduced or 
new questions were added. 

SURS conducted for the first time online cognitive 
testing of the questionnaire. Respondents who registered 
in the database for testing questionnaires and other 
SURS’s materials and who expressed willingness to 
cooperate were invited to test the online questionnaire via 
e-mail. In addition to subject-matter questions, the online 
questionnaire also included meta-questions to check the 
understanding of individual questions. 

Introducing new testing 
methods

https://www.stat.si/StatWeb/File/DocSysFile/9690/kazalniki-kakovosti-2017.pdf
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Financial and human resources in national 
statistics 
Costs of national statistics 
SURS spent EUR 11,337,154 in 2019, 3.6% more 
than a year earlier. Increase in expenditure was most 
the result of higher labour costs and investment as 
well as higher survey costs. Most of the funds spent 
was state budget funds (EUR 10,825,146 or 95.5%), 
while European funds represented a smaller but very 
important share for development work (EUR 512,008 or 
4.5%). Compared to 2018, European funds dropped by 
15.6%, the reasons being the dynamic of multiannual 
European projects the funding of which depends on 
individual implementation phase of projects and fewer 
persons temporarily employed on projects. 

The two authorised producers of national statistics, 
the NIJZ and the BS, have different structures of the 
sources of financing, as they are not direct budgetary 
users as SURS. The BS is financed entirely from own 
sources, the most important being interest on monetary 
policy instruments and portfolios and own investment in 
securities. The statistical function of the BS is organised 
in the Financial Statistics Department, but the 
department does not implement only tasks from the 
programme of statistical surveys. Its work involves 
performing services 

such as collection and provision of data for the needs of 
other functions at the BS such a banking supervision, 
financial stability, development and analyses. The direct 
and indirect costs of this department amounted to EUR 
4,412,728 in 2019, EUR 65,877 or 1.5% more than in 
2018, when they amounted to EUR 4,346,851. 

The NIJZ spent on its statistical activity, which is 
organised within the Health Data Centre, EUR 1.39 
million. The NIJZ is financed via the Ministry of Health, which 
is why most of the funds come from the state budget. For 
participating in the Eurostat EHIS project, the NIJZ received 
EUR 40,000 of European funds. Total expenditure in 2019 
grew by 12% over 2018 but despite this increase the NIJZ did 
not receive much more money from the state budget; due to 
the implementation of the EHIS funds had to be 
reallocated. Part of the higher expenditure is due to 
higher earnings (increase by two salary grades for most 
employees). In addition to authorised producers of official 
statistics, AJPES and FURS also contribute largely to the 
implementation of statistical activity in Slovenia; they collect 
data for some national statistics surveys. The total costs of 
these two institutions are estimated at about EUR 1 
million per year. 
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Human resource management

The key to successful organisational structure is efficient, 
creative, motivated and highly skilled employees. On 
31 December 2019, SURS had 309 employees, 295 
of them in permanent employment. At the end of 2019, 
the BS’s Financial Statistics Department employed 38 
persons and at the NIJZ 21 persons were engaged in 
national statistics. 

Training of national 
statisticians 

National statisticians are constantly adjusting to 
professional, technological and communication 
developments. In 2019, too, SURS’s employees were 
obtaining relevant knowledge to implement statistical 
activities at various seminars and workshops in Slovenia 
and abroad and with in-house training courses. The total 
number of seminars and other forms of training was 187, 
of which 56 in Slovenia, 118 abroad and 13 in-house. 

Courses and seminars in Slovenia focused primarily 
on legislation, legal matters, social security, computer 
science and informatics, language, communication, 
public procurement, and public administration. 

In-house training courses had 262 participants in the 
duration of 633 hours. These courses covered various 
parts of the statistical process, methodology, and 
computer and communication skills. 

Training courses abroad were organised within the 
European Statistical Training Program, workshops, 
seminars, and conferences as well as various training 
courses at Eurostat and at national statistical offices.

The Pulse of Statistics 

The Pulse of Statistics is SURS’s internal professional 
conference, which has become very popular. This 
is an event at which some employees inform their 
colleagues about new developments from their fields 
of work, transferring new knowledge and experience. In 
2019, too, SURS held two such meetings (eleventh and 
twelfth). The spring Pulse focused on the methodology of 
measuring violence, the upgraded Names and Birthdays 
application, sustainable development indicators, and the 
game Heroes of Slovenia. The autumn Pulse focused 
on the following topics: My name is SURS and I’m 75 
years old, Diary - with a pen or a finger?, development 
of commercial property price indices, and We are all 
promotors of SURS. 

Promotion of health 

SURS is promoting health via various activities. It 
encourages employees to perform brief daily stretching 
exercises, and there are bicycles that can be used when 
leaving the workplace for business purposes. 

To promote personal development, SURS organised 
an event called Promotion of Healthy Lifestyle with 
a workshop on health at the workplace, which was 
attended by 240 employees. It also organised five 
shorter afternoon walks near Ljubljana, with which it 
contributed to the physical fitness and well-being of its 
employees. 
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Cooperation is multidimensional, with numerous stakeholders and essential for 
development and progress which could not be possible in isolation.

◊ Active membership in the international statistical community
◊ Cooperation with the scientific research community
◊ Community of national statisticians

4. COOPERATION
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Activities of national statistics in the international environment  

SURS and the authorised producers of national 
statistics (BS and NIJZ) were actively cooperating in 
Slovenian, European and international environment. As 
a member of the European Statistical System (ESS38), 
SURS is actively involved in the work of this partnership 
at all levels of cooperation and decision-making in the 
system. As regards international cooperation, SURS 
is also active within the United Nations Organisation 
(UN), the Organisation for Economic Cooperation 
and Development (OECD) and international scientific 
associations in the field of statistics.

SURS’s representatives mostly participate in regular 
meetings and conferences organised within the EU, 
the UN and the OECD, where they cooperate with 
representatives of other member states as conditioned 
by the method of work of the ESS and the mentioned 
international organisations, and in various workshops, 
courses and other forms of education and training. In 
2019, 129 different SURS’s employees (41.7% of all 
employees) participated in 285 international and EU 
events. Each event took on average 2.0 days and was 
attended by 1.2 SURS’s employees. 

At the same time, national statisticians are actively 
cooperating in various working groups and task 
forces within the ESS contributing at different levels 
their knowledge and experience in developing and 
designing methodologies and innovative solutions. 
They are presenting their achievements at international 
conferences and similar events. 

Most international statistical activities of the BS 
involved its membership in many ESCB bodies, the 

legal framework and statistical standards of which are 
separated from the ESS. Because activities of both 
European statistical systems are linked, their cooperation 
is organised in the Committee on Monetary, Financial 
and Balance of Payments Statistics (CMFB), in which 
the BS and SURS cooperated in 2019. In addition, the 
BS also cooperated with Eurostat, in working groups on 
financial accounts and government finance statistics, 
balance of payments, foreign direct investment (“FDI 
network”) and foreign affiliates statistics (FATS). 

International statistical cooperation of the BS included 
the Bank for International Settlements, the International 
Monetary Fund, the OECD and the World Bank. 
Representatives of the BS’s statistics department were 
exchanging experience with their colleagues in central 
banks of the Central European region within regular 
meetings of this kind. 

The NIJZ cooperates in the joint action on health 
information (InfAct), the aim of which is to set up 
the infrastructure for health data at the EU level by 
improving access to comparable, robust and politically 
relevant information of health and the health system. 
The NIJZ cooperates in several working packages and 
plays a key role in two (review of methodologies and 
development of health indicators, and development of 
innovative statistical methods). The joint action will be 
completed in 2021. 

In addition, the NIJZ cooperates in other joint actions 
within the EU, in which health information is also at the 
forefront, such as the joint action on health inequalities 
(JAHee) and the eHealth Action (eHAction). 

38) https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/ess

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/ess 
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Transfer of knowledge and 
experience  

In 2019, national statisticians were again very active 
in the transfer of knowledge and experience to 
other statistical offices. Within the EU pre-accession 
assistance programmes for statistics, 11 study visits 
and 5 missions on business statistics, environmental 
statistics, external trade statistics, information society 
statistics, price statistics and quality management in 
statistics were held in 2019 for representatives of the 
statistical offices of Montenegro, North Macedonia, 
Serbia, Kosovo and Albania. 

In addition, SURS organised a five-month training of two 
representatives of the Statistical Office of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina in conducting the population census. Within 
bilateral technical assistance programme of Slovenia 
to Montenegro, SURS implemented three projects on 
labour statistics. SURS hosted representatives of the 
Croatian Bureau of Statistics and the Statistical Office 
of Montenegro and shared knowledge and experiences 
in the field of non-financial sector accounts  and 
harmonised index of consumer prices. 

Cooperation with the scientific
research community 

National statisticians actively cooperate with various 
tertiary education institutions and experts. The NIJZ 
cooperates with the scientific research community 
regarding statistical data processing and the area of 
public health. Fruitful cooperation is proven by many 
objectives and basic research projects led by the NIJZ 
or conducted in cooperation with the NIJZ as a partner. 
Health information and statistics are without a doubt 
an important part of all public health projects: impact of 
labour market events on health, analysis of oral health 
indicators, detecting diabetes (identifying the share of 
undetected diabetes among the general population), 
etc. The NIJZ cooperates with various partners: Faculty 
of Medicine, Faculty of Social Sciences and Faculty of 
Arts of the University of Ljubljana as well as Faculty of 
Management of the University of Primorska and some 
individual institutes and tertiary hospitals. 

Cooperation of national 
statisticians 

Throughout the year SURS and authorised producers 
of national statistics cooperate and maintain good 
relationships. Regular meetings are held and the 
institutions are coordinated in the fields of legislation, 
methodology, quality, publishing and representing 
positions in the international environment. Together 
they were preparing strategic documents such as the 
annual programme of statistical surveys and the report 
on its implementation, discussing work done and 
achievements, and planning future activities. 
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Statistical legislation adopted in 2019
Regulation (EU) 2019/1700 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 10 October 2019 establishing a common 
framework for European statistics relating to persons and households, based on data at individual level collected 
from samples, amending Regulations (EC) No 808/2004, (EC) No 452/2008 and (EC) No 1338/2008 of the European 
Parliament and of the Council, and repealing Regulation (EC) No 1177/2003 of the European Parliament and of the 
Council and Council Regulation (EC) No 577/98 (CELEX: 32019R1700)

Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2019/2180 of 16 December 2019 specifying the detailed arrangements 
and content for the quality reports pursuant to Regulation (EU) 2019/1700 of the European Parliament and of the 
Council (CELEX: 32019R2180)

Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2019/2181 of 16 December 2019 specifying technical characteristics as 
regards items common to several datasets pursuant to Regulation (EU) 2019/1700 of the European Parliament and 
of the Council (CELEX: 32019R2181)

Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2019/2240 of 16 December 2019 specifying the technical items of the 
data set, establishing the technical formats for transmission of information and specifying the detailed arrangements 
and content of the quality reports on the organisation of a sample survey in the labour force domain in accordance 
with Regulation (EU) 2019/1700 of the European Parliament and of the Council (CELEX: 32019R2240)

Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2019/2241 of 16 December 2019 describing the variables and the length, 
quality requirements and level of detail of the time series for the transmission of monthly unemployment data pursuant 
to Regulation (EU) 2019/1700 of the European Parliament and of the Council (CELEX: 32019R2241)

Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2019/2242 of 16 December 2019 specifying the technical items of data 
sets, establishing the technical formats and specifying the detailed arrangements and content of the quality reports 
on the organisation of a sample survey in the income and living conditions domain pursuant to Regulation (EU) 
2019/1700 of the European Parliament and of the Council (CELEX: 32019R2242)

Regulation (EU) 2019/2152 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 27 November 2019 on European 
business statistics, repealing 10 legal acts in the field of business statistics (CELEX: 32019R2152)

Commission Delegated Regulation (EU) 2019/1681 of 1 August 2019 amending Regulation (EU) No 692/2011 of 
the European Parliament and of the Council concerning European statistics on tourism, as regards the transmission 
deadlines and adaptation of Annexes I and II (CELEX: 32019R1681)

Commission Regulation (EU) 2019/1910 of 7 November 2019 implementing Regulation (EC) No 808/2004 of the 
European Parliament and of the Council concerning Community statistics on the information society for reference 
year 2020 (CELEX: 32019R1910)

Commission Regulation (EU) 2019/2146 of 26 November 2019 amending Regulation (EC) No 1099/2008 of the 
European Parliament and of the Council on energy statistics, as regards the implementation of updates for the 
annual, monthly and short-term monthly energy statistics (CELEX: 32019R2146)
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List of abbreviations
AJPES  Agency of the Republic of Slovenia for Public Legal Records and Services 
AnaCredit Analytical credit datasets 
BS   Bank of Slovenia 
ECB   European Central Bank 
EHIS European Health Interview Survey
SI-Menu Survey on the frequency of consuming food and dietary habits of children and adults
ESCB   European System of Central Banks 
ESS European Statistical System
ESSC European Statistical System Committee  
EU   European Union 
FDI Foreign direct investment 
FURS Financial Administration of the Republic of Slovenia 
GURS  Surveying and Mapping Authority of the Republic of Slovenia 
ICT  information and communication technology
KAU  Kind of Activity Unit
MJU   Ministry of Public Administration
MKGP  Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Food 
NIJZ  National Institute of Public Health 
OECD    Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development
REK  withholding tax return 
RIAD  Register of Institutions and Affiliates Database 
R&D    research and development
SKD  Standard Classification of Activities 
SRDAP  Statistical Register of Employment
STATMIK statistical metadata and quality indicators
SURS  Statistical Office of the Republic of Slovenia 

Photos were obtained from the website: https://depositphotos.com/ 
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