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Adequate toilets greatly improve hygienic and, consequently, health conditions, as they 
significantly contribute to reducing the occurrence of many infectious diseases, which still 
take a huge number of lives in the world. Inadequate sanitation is a major cause of many 
intestinal diseases and is estimated that it causes around 432,000 deaths each year.
In 2010, the United Nations General Assembly recognized the right to water and sanitation as 
one of the basic human rights, and in 2013 declared 19 November the World Toilet Day. In 
doing so, they wanted to support efforts to improve hygiene conditions around the world.

Toilets save lives



 

In Slovenia, the situation in this area has been greatly improved in recent 
decades. This is also shown by the data from the censuses of the 
population and dwellings. 

The situation in Slovenia has been greatly 
improved

What share of the population had a toilet in their dwelling?

1981: 

74%
1991: 

92%
2018: 

98%



At the time of the population census in 2018, there were 19,700 (3%) inhabited dwellings in 
Slovenia without an inside toilet, and 49,300 (3%) people lived in them. In 2011, there were 
24,900 (4%) inhabited dwellings without an inside toilet, and 64,400 (4%) people lived in 
them. Most of these dwellings (71%) were in non-urban settlements, but they are also found 
in cities, especially in older buildings. The majority of them (58%) were in old buildings, built 
before 1945, in which fewer and fewer people live.

About 20,000 of inhabited dwellings without 
an inside toilet
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The share of the population living in dwellings without inside toilets was the highest in the 
Pomurska statistical region, where 5,200 or 5% of the population lived without it. The 
municipalities with the highest shares of the population living in dwellings without inside 
toilets are Hodoš (70 or 24%), Gornji Petrovci (240 or 12%) and Zavrč (170 or 12%). Conditions 
were the best in the Gorenjska statistical region; 2,400 or 1% of the population live in 
dwellings  without inside toilets.

Fewest inside toilets in the Pomurska statistical 
region

Share of the population in dwellings with inside toilet, municipalities, Slovenia, 1. 1. 2018
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