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How micro, small and medium-sized enterprises 
are defined?

The definition of SMEs is uniformly applied at EU level in all policies, programs, measures 
and support to these companies. The main criteria for determining the size of SMEs are 
usually the number of employees, income and resources, and in EU statistical offices the 
size of enterprises is determined according to the number of persons employed. Micro, small 
and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) represent 99% of all enterprises in Slovenia, and this 
ratio also applies in the EU.

0–9 persons: micro enterprise
10–49 persons: small enterprise

50–249 persons: medium-sized enterprise
250 persons and more: large enterprise



 

Enterprises by their legal organizational form, Slovenia, 2019

Source: SURS
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Among SMEs in 2019, sole proprietors predominated with more than half. 38% of enterprises 
were limited liability companies and 2% were holders of supplementary activity on the farm or 
registered landlords. On the other hand, most of the large enterprises were limited liability 
companies, joint stock companies or limited partnerships.

SMEs and their legal organizational form



Highest revenues in trade

 

Selected indicators of SMEs performance, Slovenia, 2019

Source: SURS

Most SMEs, more than half, provide other services. They also have most employees (40.0%) 
and generate the greatest value added (38.8%). On the other hand, micro, small and medium-
sized enterprises operating in the field of trade have the highest turnover.
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Where are the enterprises 
concentrated?

 

Enterprises, Slovenia, 2018

Source: SURS

micro enterprises

4,999 or less 5,000–9,999 10,000–14,999 15,000 or more



 

Most of the enterprise births are 
micro-enterprises

Among enterprise births in 2018, the large majority (99.8%) were micro enterprises; also 
among enterprise deaths, the large majority (99.7%) were micro enterprises, i.e. enterprises 
with fewer than 10 employees.
Among the high-growth enterprises in 2018, the majority (95.6%) were small and medium 
sized. High-growth enterprises are those with more than 10% average annual growth over a 
three-year period that have at least 10 employees in the first year of three-year growth 
monitoring. Growth is measured by the number of employees.
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