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Long tradition of the Week

of Slovene Forests

Every year in May numerous events take place in Slovenia pointing out the 
importance of forests for the well-being of all. These events are aimed at the 
general public. SURS is publishing some interesting data related to forests on
the occasion of this year's Week of Slovene Forests.



Forests cover 58% of Slovenia and are its most recognizable spatial element.
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The average private forest estate in Slovenia covers approximately 2.9 hectares. Its 
fragmentation makes it difficult for professional and nursing work and for optimal 
use of wood. This has been especially noticeable in recent years, when Slovenian 
forests have been affected by quite a few natural disasters.



In 2018, 6.1 million m3 of wood (2.9 m3 per capita) was felled, of which 71% or 4.3 
million m3 (2.1 m3 per capita) in private forests. The share of sanitary felling in 
total felling was as high as 67%.
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felling the largest so far



In 2018, slightly more than 7,300 full-time and seasonal workers worked in 
Slovenian forests, which is 26% more than in 2013, i.e. in the year before the 
severe weather storm in 2014. In the following years, a few more meteorological 
disasters occurred, due to which the number of employees in forestry increased, as 
wood had to be harvested as soon as possible after the mentioned disasters.
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Employment in forestry, Slovenia

More people employed in forestry 

due to meteorological disasters



Production of raw wood categories

Wood is partly used in manufacturing, and partly for energy purposes. In 2018, 5.1 
million m3 of raw wood categories (2.5 m3 per capita) were produced in Slovenia.
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Production of raw wood categories, Slovenia, 2018
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More production potential stayed at 

home

51%
of harvested raw wood categories produced in Slovenia were 
exported in 2018 (2.6 million m3), i.e. 15 percentage points less 
than in 2017

49% of cut raw wood stayed in Slovenia for further consumption (2.5 
million m3), i.e. 15 percentage points more than in 2017



Wood for energy purposes

Source: SURS 
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Wood and wood waste consumption for energy purposes, Slovenia

Final wood consumption, that is consumption of wood in households (mostly 
roundwood) and in manufacturing, construction, and mining and quarrying to 
cover their own needs for heat and electricity (wood waste), represents the 
majority share in the total wood consumption. In 2018, it amounted to around 
20,400 TJ or 90% of the total wood consumption (i.e. 3 percentage points less 
than in 2009).
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